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"H E Tranſlation, EY this 
Book, may perhaps ſtand 
in as much need of an 

3 as another, to make 

ſome Excuſe for a great many 

Errors: But the Tranſlator pro- 

feſſes, that he has that Indiffe 

rence for i it, that he had rather 
own em all, and leave it to the 

Reader's Diſcretion, to damn or 

forgive 'em, as he pleaſcs, than 

trouble himſelf any more about 
it. 


1 For 


Type Preface. 
For one Excuſe, amongſt a 
thouſand others us d upon theſe 
occaſions, he might ſay, that 
the Tranſlation ſuffers extream- 
ly for want of Leiſure, but he 
has not the Face to pretend to 
ſuch a thing, when tis but too 
apparent that it ſuffers indeed 
for want of a little Application: 
This Negligence is its Unhap- 
pineſs, but too late to be helpt 
now : Nay, whats worſe, if it 
was to be done again, tis to be 
fear d he could not be prevail d 
on to take the pains to reviſe it, 
for the Reputation of Mriting 
never ſo correctly. 8 i 
As for the Work it ſelf; the 
Tranflator, when he read it, 
fancy'd he found ſomething 
mare Pleaſant and entertaining 


fm 
* 


300909 6“ 


* But perhaps he might 


The Preface. 
in it, than ordinary, -and that 


| d him to make it Engliſh; 
ar 68 


when he had once under- 


taken, he wasno longer at liber- 


ty to reject ſome other things 
that to him appear d trifling 


enough. To make amends for 
which, it muſt be confeſt, that 


thro the whole Book there is a 
great variety of very ſurprizing 


Paſſages, and that moſt of em 


are Very diverting... 


If any doubts the. rent of 


them, he is referr d to the 
French Preface, which is writ 


on purpoſe to juſtifie the Au- 


thor s Sincerity. Tho, after all, 
the Paſſage about his Birth. is 


reckond by ſome not only 2 


doubtful Story, but an Impoſ+. 


him- 


dreſs, yet xwas ls Misfortune, 
that his Education was not only 
far from that of a Man of Learn. 


8 Condition. 


Tho Prefate. 


himſelf be impos d oft in that; 
for tis no New Practice to call 
fuch Births Miaculous, which 


happen a little too ſoon for the 


Credit of the Family. 
As for the Stile, kalter what 


has been faid,. the Reader will 
be founreaſonable; & to 


the Language in the T rawſlation 
tobe very pure and faſt he muſt 
Be inform d, that: iginal 
in that reſpect is none 0 the 


moſt finiſſit Pieces in its own 


Tongue; For tho the — 
was a Perſon of Quality, an 
of extraordinary Parts and Foy 


ing, but much inferior to his 
His 


The Preface. 
His Subject, is the Particu- 
larities of his own Life, which 
requird no more than a free, 
eaſie, and natural Style, and 
that he has for the moſt part 
obſervd well enough. Tis 
ſufficient then if the Tranſlator 
has not miſtaken his Senſe, and 
that tis hopd he has not done, 
nor in the main done him any 

great Injury. Ln 
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AE E Count de Rochefort was 4 perſon ſo 
well known, and dy d ſo lately, that it © 
ſeems almoſt needleſs to offer to joſe 
— any thing that he has mention d in his 
Memoirs. There it none of thoſe Gentlemen, m- 
knew bim either at Caurt, or in the Camp, but 
know that in bis Converſation, he was ſo averſe 
from diſguiſiug the Truth, or relating any thing 
ſckitiout, that it can neuer be imagin d he ſhould 
le guilty of writing a Falſity, with 4 deſign to 
impoſe upon the World. There, has not liu d for 
theſe many Ages a Man of greater Honour than he 
was, which I do not ſpeak; becauſe I have ever pro- 
\ feſt 4 Friendſpip for him, but becauſe 1 am oblig d 
to do bim that Juſtice. if therefore in the begin- 
ning of theſe Memoirs, he. relates ſomething of his 
Faber, which is very ſurprizing, the Reader is 
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The French Publiſher's Preface, 
rot immediately from thence to call bis Reputation | | 
in queſtion, as if it were not true. We are ſousd il, 
every day to extraordinary Adventures, that none 
but thoſe who are unacquainted with Paris, are any 
longer ſurpriz'd at them. There is not 4 year 
paſſes, but this great City affords ſubjeF of Sorrow 
to ſome,twhile others, laugh at their Expence. Tet 
it the Story of his Brother-in-law and Siſter not jo 
very uncommon. How many Husbands have pur- 


8 —_— «@ © oa 2 


ſuld their Wives, and courted them to a Reconcile- 


ment, when the Separation has not been upon the 
account of | Devotion, as in this caſe; but pon 
ſuch juſt and good grounds, as extreme Mealneſi 
only could forget. ] know ſome that have been 
at a great deal of Coſt and Pains to have themſelves 
declar'd Cuckolds, and it has been done very much 
to their SatisfaFion ; = afterwards have expreſi 
as great Impatzence to have the dear Spouſe home 
again, ( tho a little faulty) as ever they ſhew'd de- 


Fre for a Divorce. This is xo more than what I 


know my ſelf to be true ; or elſe it would appear 
more incredible, than that a Man ſhould take his 
Wife again, whom he never had any other reaſon 


that the Perſon who we are talking of, was turn d 
Prieſt, aud after that ought not to have taken his 
Wife again. But why not ? Since the Parliamen 
judg d it lawful, and a Man of Honour has a 
firm'd it; whoſe Sincerity too appears the more 1. 
this, that he recounts thoſe things of his own F. 
 mily, which a great many others in his place wout«. 
"have induſtriouſly conceal d. And I will add wo 


The French Publiſher's Preface. 

m il further proof of the truth on't ; that happenin 

d 2 27 7, in the Company of Monſteur 2 
we i Pre ſident Bailleul, and my Mind running upon 
V theſe Memoirs, I alt bim if he did not remember 
ar WW ſuch 4 Proceſs, and ſome other particulars which 
w if tbe Count de Rochefort had mention d of bim; 
e ¶ and he told me, that he remember d it as perfely 


ſo well, as if the thing had been done but that 'mo- 


ent. After this can it poſſibly be doubted, Mon- 
eur de Bailleul being 4 perſon of that noted ys 
2 'tegrity, that his Teſtimony alone is enough to con- 
„ vince the moſt ineredulows ? Tet" I muſt confeſt I 
was ar Infidel my ſelf, in reſpe# to what Mon- 
ſſeur the Count tells us of the Swiſs : For who 


could ever imagine, there were any People in Na- 


vile ? Tet is there nothing more certainly tr us 


ring the Truth of it from Biroche, but from 
+ Monſfjexr Du Mont too, with whom I was very 
' well acquainted. They both own'd it to me, but int 
# different manner; for Biroche made hit Brat 
F it, as if be had ſhewn a great piece of Wit ; 
wherees Du Mont could not think of it without 
flying out into ſuc 
et forgot his 8 | | 
e: e the Count de Rochefort zs ſo iſt in & 
, which has ſo much the Air of a Halen, Bm 
3 * muſt me conclude him in his other Rel ati- 
ory ? In effeck, where lies the Difficulty of believ- 
"ing what be ſays of Cardinal Riehlieu ? Are not 


grace 


ture ſo Feb as to take Puppets for young De- 


tban this. For I was not content only with in- 


h a paſſion, as fhewed he had u 


+ 9 . 
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all Miniſters of State myſtenions, or ſhould be fo 
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The French Publiſher's Preface. 
at leaſt, aud was not that a quality which the Car- 
dinal affetFed above, all things, as. the Count de 
Rochefort very well obſerves 2 Is there any thing 
more natural than what that Miniſter made Sauve 
to do ; or is there any thing more ſurprizing thu 
the Ambition of that Man, who was content to ſa- 
criſice his Wife to advance his Fortune? All which 
may ſerve for Inſirudions for our own Conduct, 
which is one of the greateſt advantages we can gain 
From, the reading of any Book, 1 am per(waded 
too, that the Count de Rochefort was not ſo much 
Induced to write out of vanity, to ſhew be was con- 
cern d in the private. Intrigues of State, as ont of a 
 Aefere to render other People wiſer by: bis Example. 
And I am the more confirm'd in this opinion, : when 
T refle# how often he reproaches himſelf for makin 
fo. ill uſe of Cardinal Richelieu: favour, and ſo 
ſeverely reprehends his own Follies. However, 
ſhould theſe Memoirs not prove ſo very profitable, I 
am confident they will be found to be very curious, 


1 dliſcopering a great many things which are 10 mhere 
f $i elſe to be met with. I believe too they will be 
Hand to be very diverting, and that none will ever 


think them tedious. But Friendſbip perhaps ., may 


tif be thought to have large ſhare in this Diſcoitrſe 
4 aud indeed the Author of theſe Memoirs, and my 
. = ſol ' were ſuch dear Friends, that I muſt confeſs 1 

Tape a ſtrange Indulgence for any thing of ht; 
3A: pet as | have not been the only perſon that has read 
9 em, but otbers have been of my Taſte, J. ball. den- 
4 ture to declare em once again the moſt agreeable of 


Heir And. as 
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The French Publiſher's Preface: 
There is another thing too I muſt confeſs, bus 
from that I know not how I ſhall be abſolud ; I 
publiſh here theſe Memoirs againſt the laſt ill and 
Intention of the Author, who upon his Death, which 
Happen d in a month or two after his Retirement, 
order d me to ſuppreſs em. I cannot imagine for 
what reaſon, except that being then upon the point 
of leaving the World, he was willing to ſpare ſome 
2eople, whom he had formerly had 5 differences 
with and whom he had no great cauſe to ſpeak 
well of. But this did not appear to me a ſufficient 
reaſon to deprive the Publick of a Work ſo curious 
therefore, ſuch as] receivd it, without either ad- 
ding or diminiſhing, here tis at the Reader's Ser- 
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of Chaſtres, lies a Caſtle call'd Olinville, which 


wg 


having brought me into the World the next day, livd 
but two days after it; to the grief of the whole Fa- 


us, 


Etween Paris and Eſtanpes, onthe right hand 


had formerly been one of the Kings Houſes, 
but now belongs to the family of Marillac. 
My rather going once to pay a viſit there, being re- 
lated to Monſieur de Marillac, took my Mother along 
with him, who was big, and above four months and an 
half gone with Child: As they went, they calłbd at 
one Monſieur Grignis, a Gentleman of the Neighbour- 
hood, where their Coachman having got drunk, made 
bold to overturn the Coach at the very Gate of Olin- 
ville, tho the way was the ſmootheſt and beſt in ts 
World. By this accident, my Father, inſtead of the 
Adiyerſion he expected there, met with an inexpreſſible 
laffliction: for my Mother, who receiv'd ſome hurt, 


_ Imily, who had a very great reſpect for her. My Father 
vas in ſuch a paſſion, that had it not been for Monfteur 
de Marillac, he had certainly kill'd the Coachman: 
ft was impoſſible tho to perſwade him, but that he 
mas guilty of the death of my Mother, (as cafually - 
3 9 — 3 Indesd 
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2 Mſemoirs of the 
indeed he was) ſo he had his Proceſs made, but after 
tuo or three months [mpriſonment he was acquitted. 

No body. imagining that I could live, they took 

| care to have me immediately Baptiz'd : Monſieur de 


Marillac and one Madam d Arboville, who happen d 


do be in the Houſe, perform d the Ottices for me at the 


Font. I was call d Charles Ceſar, which was my Fa- 
thers Name, and given me to obligghim. They tock a 
Nurſe for me there, whom my Wther ſent with me 
to his Caſtle, which was at the entrance into the Fo- 
reſt of Orleans, and having ſome buſineſs at Paris, went 


Hhimſelf thither. My Father having no more Children, 
And every body believing (as I ſaid) that I could hard- 
- 1ylive, they all advis d him to mary; and he, who 


was ſtill young, and no hater of ex, was eaſily 
prevail'd on. Several young Ladies e propos d to 
him of che beſt Families in Paris, but being defirous 
to ſes before he engag d with any, he found none that 


- heltik'd; whether it was that none of them were really 


fine Women, of that his Fate had reſerv'd for him the 


_ * accident I am now to relate; and for me the worſt 
Mother · in. la that ever was in the World. However 
it was that he ſeem d ſo difficult, a relation of his, 
who was Curate of one of the beſt Churches in Paris, 
and had the Character of a very holy man, as indeed 
be n to tell him, that he had done 
his b 


is for him, in finding a young Lady, very 


% | well made, handſome, rich, virtuous, and of Quality; 
in ſhort, a Jewel for the age, that was ſo extremely 
corrupted. Tho my Father knew 'twas 2 


thing to take a Woman on the word of a Prieſt, yet 


the lanctity of this Curate ſatisfyed him, as knowing 


that there was no general rule without exception; he 
made him this anſwer, That he knew better than him- 


ſelf what was fit for him; that he was extreamly 
boblig d to him for his kindneſs; and for the Lady, he 
would make no enquiries of her, after the character 
be had given her: The Curate return'd, That . 

I = p 5 25 n. 


rer 


Confidence of his was the cauſe that he had preferr d 
him to many of his other Relations, whoſe Fortunes 
would have been made by ſuch a March ; That the 


Lady would have an'Eſtate of twenty thouſand Livres 


per annum 2? That ſhe was of the Family De la Force, 
one of the moſt conſiderable Houſes among thoſe of 
the pretended Retorm'd Religien; of which ſhe had 


lately made her Abjuration to him; that as ſoon as 


he had marry d her, he might get the Eſtate of the Fa- 
mily into his hands, of which the Succeſſion was va- 
cant; and tor her Mother, he might eaſily oblige 
her by his addreſs; that his Wife's changing her Re. 
ligion ſhould be no prejudice to him, | 

Ir is impoſſible to ſay how this diſcourſe charm'd 
my Father, he was impatient to ſce the Lady; and 
the Curate having ſhowed her to him at the Convent, 
where ſhe was retreated, he returned ſo ſmitten chat 
he could not reſt till the affair was concluded: How- 
ever, as he was a Man not to be fool d, or at lęaſt 


thought himſelf ſuch, he wrote to ſame Friends of his 1 
at Agen, where the Lady's Eſtate was ſaid to be; anal 
they giving him an account that ſhe was a very Virtu- 


eus Lady, had a very good Fortune, and was only re- 
tired to Paris to make her Abjuration, he marry'd 
her, fancy ing himſelf the happieſt Man in the World: 


His happineſs continued about three weeks, in which 
time no young Lover could have careſt his Miſtreſs 
with more Paſſion than he did his new Bride: He 
carried her 10 the Ball, to the Play, to the public 
Walks; and, in ſhort, whenever he was oblig'd to 


be abſent from her hut an hour or two, he would re- 
turn with ſach eagerneſs as was almoſt unpardonablg 
for a Husband; every body was ſurpriz d that Enjoy- 
ment had nor moderated his Tranſports; But he told 
all thoſe who hinted any ſuch thing to him, that if it 
uſed to be fo with reſpect to other Wives, it was not 


ſo with him, fince his had nothing in her capable of = 


diſguſting che Appetite. 9 
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Jo entirely poſeſt could deny her nothing; Joyning 


her Shift upon her Shoulder, he demands of her what 


dauold of her and would ſee what it was, then ſhe us d 
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In all this hurry I was eaſily forgotten, and if ſome- 
times I was ſpoken of, it was only to ask if I was not 
yet dead; for my Father, not doubting but he ſhould 

ſoon have Children by his new Wife, and retaining no 
more the remembrance of my Mother, began already 
to advance the ſentiments of tenderneſs that are ſo 
common to thoſe of a ſecond Bed. —_ 
He believ'd himſelf now at that pitch of Happineſs 
as to be exempt from the attacks of Fortune, and 
dreamt of nothing but how to paſs away the time till 
the Spring ſhould come on, when they reſolvd to 
make à ſhort Journey to view his Wives Eſtate; in the 
mean time he preſented her with a very rich Coach, 
and all things agreeable. But all this could not divert 
her, ſtill there appear'd on her face an air of diſcontent, 
and a melancholy ſo deeply rooted as extreamly af- 
flicted my Father; he was every moment preſſing her 
to tell him if ſhe wanted any thing; adding, that ſhe 
needed but to ſpeak, ſince the man whoſe heart ſhe 


to this obliging diſcourſe the tendereſt Careſſes in this 
World: But one day as he was treating her in this 
"Tort, he perceiv'd ſomething more than ordinary under 


it was: But ſhe, inſtead of anſwering him, ſtrove to 
get from him, which increafing his ſuſpicion, he took 


intreaties with him, told him it was nothing, and try- 
ed again to get looſe from him; but finding it in vain 
ſhe ſtruggld with him, nor was it but with great diffi. 
culty thar he pull'd down her Shifr, which diſcover'd 
to him a thing, that had he not been in Bed had ſtruck 

aim to the ground; he ſaw (ſhall I dare to 
The mark ſpeak it) the fair impreſſion of a * Flower - 
With which de. luce, which at once undeceiv'd him in 
They Dian the good opinion he had had of her; ſhe, 
in thatCoun- who had ſo often prov'd. the force of 
tiy. ber Careſſes, attempted to calm him by 
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a kiſs, and he, who was become inſenſible, ſuffer d her 
without the leaſt notice; but in a moment recovering 
himſelf, Go, infamous Creature, ſaid he, if I cannot 
have ſo much Fuſtice as to have you banged, you ſhall 
certainly die by my own hand: He got up all in haſte, 
and immediately finds out the Curate, and treats nim 
with the worſt — that rage and deſpair could 
inſpire him with; but ſeeing that all this was to no 
purpoſe, he demands of him what remedy he would 
pretend to apply to the Diſeaſe he had procur'd him. 
The poor Curate could not ſoon be perſwaded to 
believe him, but being ſatisfy'd ar laſt that it was but 
too true, he threw himſelf at his feet, begging his 
pardon, and lifting up his eyes, made a thouſand excla- 
mations upon the abominable Wickedneſs of the Wo- 
man, who had under covert of Confeſſion made him a 
party to her Impoſtures. But my Father ſtill continu- 
ing almoſt diſtracted, ſo that the people began to croud 
about em, a Prieſt, that had formerly been an Advo- 
care, ſtept to him, and told him, twas indeed a fad 
caſe, bur not altogether incurable; that ſhe had coun. 
terfeited her Name, and therefore the Marriage was 
void; that he had no more to do but immediately to 


enter his Action, and tho he might meet with ſome 


difficulty(the Parliamentjbeing very nice in ſuch caſes) 
yet he muſt follow it cloſe, and needed not to doubt 

the ſucceſs. As in a general Shipwrack Men catch at 
any thing that's likely to ſave them, my Father em. 
brac'd this advice as if it had heen ſent from Heaven, 
and running directly to the * Palace, he. 

conſults with three of the moſt able . Th=Palz ce 


is in Paris, as 


Counſel, who all of them were of the en 
{ame opinion; but told him withal, that 7. 


ir would be needful for him to make ſome te place for 
Friends, eſpecially if he found ſhe had de Courts of 


any body to ſtand by her; this diſturbd Juftice. 

my Father above all, who was aſham'd to make uſe 

of his Friends about ſuch a buſineſs as this, and twas 
8 B 4 ſeveral 
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ſeveral days before he could be brought to it, till he 
Fund à confiderable perſon engage in the affair for 
her, which oblig'd him to dothat which otherwile he 
would never have done. 37 . 

But to his ſortow he found that ſhe had out. witted 

+ Hin there too, rhar ſhe had not chang'd her Name, 
but was really call'd Madaluin de Caumont, juſt as ſhe 
had fign'd the Contract, and had alſo given the true 
Names of her Father and Mcther; and all the talfifica. 
tion they could fix upon her, was, that ſhe had dignity'd 
her Father with the Title of Knight, and Lord of ſeve- 
fal Mannors and her Mother with that of a very great 
Lady; inſtead of what they really were, a Miller and 
a Millers Wife. The caſe being fb very nice, they 
advisd my Father to treat with the young Woman fot 
4 ſumm of Money to conſent to a — againſt the 
Marriage; but her Friend owing my Father an ill turn 
on the account of an old quartel, and glad of this op- 
portunity to pay it him, would hearken to no accom- 

g modation; upon which my Father was aivis'd to en. 

gage the Judge Advocate on his ſide, and to proſecute 
Her for an abuſe to Religion; for indeed the had made 
A publick Abjurarion, whereas the was born a Cutho- 
Lick, and had always been ſo; this trick of the Law 
put both het and her Friend toa ſtand: She abſconded 
immediately, and ſet ſome Perſons to treat privately 
with my Fattter, who by this means got clear of her 
for a thotſand Crowns; whereas before he had offer d 
"Her rwo thouſand, 25 
My Relations, who ſaw plainly that this Match 
would hate fuin'd me, were hot ſorry for his mortifi. 
cation, hoping that this would tench lim ſome wit, 
but he Was hardly out of one error before he had like 
10 have fallen into another. He Lodg d ata rich Mer. 
cChants at the entrance into S/ Dennis ſi ert, for t he con. 


venience of being near the Palice, who had in the 


houſe an only Daughtet between nineteen and twenty 
Fears of age, doletably hand ſom, but very well mide, 
= REIN N | he 
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he had been extreamly pleas'd with her Converſation, 
which very much diverted him when he had moſt need 
of it: Having therefore ended his buſineſs, he thought 
he could not do better than to take up with her, who 
was a Woman of Senſe, brought upunder the Eye of | 
her Mother, no wanton Coquet, that had an Eftate, 
and who would think her felt honour d in inga 
Perſon of Quality. Her Father and Mother had ſeveral 
times taken occaſion to let him underſtand, that having 
no more Children, they ſhould be very glad to ſee her 
well ſettted z and he believing that this would be a 
perſon very fit for his turn, he breaks it to the Girl, who 
was eaſily brought to be willing; he was overjeyd 
to find her ſo favourably inclined, and having now 
nothing to do but to gain her Father and Mother, he 
moved it to them, and had preſently their conſent. 
As he had before made more haſte than good ſpeed. 
he now reſolv'd for once to take advice, and Monſieur 
de Marillac being one of the moſt conſiqerable of his 
Friends, he was firſt acquainted with it. My Father 
took a great deal of pains to reconcile himto a Match 
that ſeem d diſhonourable to the Family, and to that 
end fail'd not to magnify the Petſon of his Miſtreſs, 
her Be haviour, her Breeding, her Diſcretion, not for- 
getting her Eſtate, and the honeſty of het Parents; and 
in ſhort, omitted nothing to remove any prejudice-1n 
his thoughts againſt it. Monſieur de Marilluc, who 
was a Man of Honour, and vext to fee his Kinfman 
going to match with a Mechaniek, told him, he won- 
dred he would run headlong upon ſuch an affair, in 
"which he might perhaps find ſomething to diſlixe that 
he yet knew not of; that was not his wonder that 
the young Lady, tho ſhe ar Eſtate, was ſo 
willing, becauſe young Girls are all willing enough co 
be Matry'd; but that her Parents, who were Citizens, 
and conſequently had a natural averſion to a Country 
Gentleman, ſhould be ſo very forward, ſeem d tohim 
to have ſome myſtery = it that defery'd ro-bzenquir'd | 
5 5 4 | 0:03. 
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into; and ſaving his reſpect for him, ſaid he, while 
"you think you are marryinga Maid, what if ſhe ſhould 
chance to bea Widow? Had it been any body but Mr 
de Marillac, my Father would never have born this 
diſcourſe with any patience ; but having been born, as 
it wete, with a reſpect to him, he only replyed, that 
thete was nothing to be feared of that ſort, and that he 
would venture it. Monſieur de Marillac told him 
ſmiling, That *twas his own bufineſs, and if he had 
Taid any thing in it, *twas purely for that he thought 
himſelf obliged to it; not only as he was his Relati- 
on, but alſo from the Friendſhip which had always 
been between the rwo Families. . 5 
| The marterreſted there, and my Father reſolved to 
290 through with it, notwithſtanding all this good 
cCounſel. There was in the Country a Couſin German 
3 of his, a jolly old fellow, a Batchelor, who had never 
; been ſo fond of marrying as he; and who defign'd to 
leave his Eſtate to our Family. My Father ſends for 
im, and the old Gentleman, before he would. appear, 
Would needs have ſome fine Cloaths; and talking to 
his Taylor about the occaſion of his coming to Town, 
that it was to the Wedding of his Couſin and Heir, 
ho was to be married to the Daughter of ſuch a 
Merchant. Bleſs me, Sir ! ſaid the Tay lor, bat does 
be mean? Is there no other Weman iu Paris? This 
ſtartled the Old Man, and asking him why be talkt at 
that rate? Why Sir, ſays he, /he bas bad à C ild by one 
f ber Fathers Prentices; but I ſhould not have ſpoke of 
It, Sir, for it was but One, and I ſappoſe ſhe is very 
Hane ſt now. Heto] ſays the Old Gentleman, why then 
not hing with you here at*Patis, for a Maid to have 
hid? I don't ay ſo, reply the Tay lor; and ra- 
her than @ young Woman ſhouid loſe her Reputatiun, I 
was reſolved never io bave ſpoke of it ; bu that tis 
r houſund pities, that an heneſt good Genileman ſhould 
bie cheated; for ſhe not only continues her debauchery, 
bull tis come io that [rſs that there's hardlya di comes 
r FFC | over 
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Count de Rochefort. 9 
over her head, but ſhe is to be ſeen at a certain place, 
right againſt my Houſe , ſhe diſguiſes her ſelf ſo, 
that ſhe fancies ſhe is not to be known, but ſhe for- 

ets that I formerly dealt with ber Father,” and know 
tr well enough. ue Wenk 
This diſcourſe, and the freedom and honeſty of the 
Taylor, very much ſurpriz d our Couſin; he ſent pre- 
ſently for my Father, and repeating this ſtory, askt him 
what he meant, by ee yrs ſuch a Creature? My 
Father lookt upon it all as Malice and Lyes; but the 
old Man ſeeing him ſo reſolute, told him in a rage, 
that for his part, he would not come to the Wedding, 
and beſides that, would diſinherit him if he proceeded 
any further in the matter. Yet my Father, ſlighting 
all his threatnings, comes the ſame day, and brings 
the Contract of Marriage for him to ſign; inſtead*of 
which, he ſnatchr it our of the Notary's hands, and 
tore it in a thouſand pieces; and not content with 
that, goes immediately to Monſieur de Marillac, tells 
him the whole ſtory, and begs him to interpoſe his Au- 
thority to prevent ſo ſcandalous a thing. Monſieur de 1 
Marillac ſtepping with him into his Coach, they 9 
came together to my Father, and told him, That.... 
knowing how obſtinate he was, they did not come to "i 
defire him to quite break off the Match, but to per- 
{wade him to inform himſelf of the truth; that per- 
haps theſe reports might be falſe, but we muſt dn 
that they ought not to be neglected; that they only 
deſigned to open his Eyes, and if they could not maxe 
the 7. plain to him, he was at his liberty; that 
they deſired but one thing of him, which was, that hae 
would pretend extraordinary buſineſs obliged him to 
go to his Houſe in the Country for a fe days, during 
which time, they offered to diſcover the truth furt 
him; or if not, they:were content he ſhould proceed. | 
This was too teaſonable a requeſt to be denyed, ſo 
my Father, having taken leave of his Miſtreſs for eight - 
days, upon tis promiſe to return then without fai - ; 
IC 7 | 8 . : | * 
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went and lodg d privately at the Taylors, where he 
lac'd himſelt as Centinel, ro watch for what he hard- 

Iy dard to fee; twas but the next day that he very 
fairly ſaw his Lady, muffled up in her Scarf, going 
into the Bawdyhouſe ; but not truſting his Eyes at that 
diſtance, and through the Glas, he goes down, and 
browing his Cloak over his Face, he ſtalks. up and 

down in the ſtreet, till the ſhoald come out; he knew 
het again well enough, but as if he would fain believe 
It was not ſhe, he follow d her to her Fathers door, and 
Confirm d by her going in there, he was ſtrangely con- 
Founded; but yet imagining that poſſibly there might 
tbe ſome other Family in that Houſe, he ſtill juſtity'd 
her in his thoughts, till he ſhould be inform d how it 
was: But the Neighbours having ſatisfy'd him of the 
Kontraty, as alſo the Taylor, he was reſoly'd not to be 
convinced unleſs he could ſee even what ſhe did there 
wich his own Eyes: To which purpoſe he goes him. 
elf to that honeſt place, where he ſoon got acquain- 
_ tance, and for his Money they brought him a Girl; he 
would natusk for another for fear vf giving ſuſpicion, 
hut paid het very generouſſy, and ſo from that time 
paſt fox one of their beſt Cuſtomers. The next day 
de carve again, and having defir d them to ſhow him 
Iomethirg that was entmortlinary, they brought him 
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night of her he was o tonucht, as made him cty like a 
Child; and going out without ſpraking one word to 
er, took Horſe und rode home to his own Houſe, 
without {ſo much as ſweing Monſieur oe Marillac. 
But it is not ſo eaſie à thing toget out of the hands 
ofthe Porifiens and my Father having had the di- 
, notwithſtanding ali that had been fa to him, 
d Gen the Contract, they fetiht him back fore ainſt 
this will, to clear himſelf of the Eccleſiaſtical Courr, 
where they bad obtain'd a Semence againſt him for 
two thouſand frauks, with Damapes und Intereſt. He 
never paid any thing inzhissli wich Id ia wall 
now. 3 g "Fat Were 
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wherefore he made an Appeal to the Parliament, and 
conſulted with his Lawyers, ſeeing he was like to be 
caſt z but all this did butencreaſe both his ſorrow and 
his debt; forthe ſame trick that had helpt him before, 
undid him now, and inſtead of his fine of two thou- 
ſand franks, he was forced to pay three thoufand. 
Tho he was incorrigible after the firſt miſchance, 
erery body thought that on the addition of this adven- 
ure, he had done with the thoughts of Marry ing. But 
it being decreed (as I ſaid) that I muſt have a Mother. 
in-law, and that one as bad as poſſible, he married 2 
Perſon of Quality in the Country, who ſo maſter d his 
temper, that ſhe was no ſqoner come home, but 1 was 
turned out of doors, an y Nurſe too: I was carried 
back to Oliaville, on purpoſe, as I ſuppoſe, that as that 
place had been fatal to my Mother, it might be no ber- 
ret to me. I was kept there a whole year before 
Nurſe ever head a word from my Father, tho ſhe had | 
writ ſeveral Letters to him, and her Husband had gone 
himſelf to his Houſe ; but at laſt, one of his Carters 
paſſing near the Town, was ſent to tell my Nurſe, 
that he had order to leave with her about twelveBuſh- 
as of Wheat: As if that had been enough to ſatisſie 
| WW her for my keeping; and to avoid being askt for 
Money, they let melye there another whole year, 
MW without enquiring whether 1 was alive or dead: The 
| WH poor people with whom I was, notwithſtanding all 
mis, usd me like their own Child, whether taken 
\ WM with the little uiverſions of my behaviour, of becauſe 
they had no Children themſelves, I know not, for 
; WH they could have no reaſon for it. | 5 
My Father in the mean time forgot me with leſs 
„difficulty, for that he had one Son already by my Mo- 
WH ther-in-law, and ſhe was ready to lye down of ano. 
„cher; yet he could not avoid being often askt by the 
r WY Neighbouts what was become of me; my Mother had 
ber anſwer feadier than my Father, (who was ſome- 
thing puzzl'd with theſe queſtions) and hu: reply | 
„ briskly 
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briskly that I was well, but they did not fetch me 


home, becauſe I ſhould not bring the memory of my 
Mother into his mind; none bur Sots could be whee- 


dl'd with ſuch an anſwer, and my Mothers Relations 


living above eighty ber off, and having no body to 
regard me, I continu d three years longer with my 
Nurſe, and I believe ſhould have been there ſtill had it 
not been for Monſieur de Marillac, who ſeeing me at 
Maſs at Olinville, ask'd, notwithſtanding the poor 
plight I was in, if I was not his Coufin R.'s Son? 1 had 
always a good heart; when I found my Nurſe would 
not anſwer for me, I ſpoke boldly to Monſieur de Ma. 
rillac, and told him, that I was indeed the Son of 
Monſieur L. C. De Rochefort, but that it had been my 
misfortune never to have ſeen him that I remembred : 
My anſwer pleas'd him, tho it was nothing but what! 
had learnt by hearing my Nurſe ſay ſoz however, be. 
ing 2 brisk Boy, and if I may ſay it, genteel enough, 
be made one of his Pages lead me to his Caftle, where 
he order'd me to be cloath'd ſuitable to his quality; 
and having kept me there till he was obliged to return 
to Paris, he ſent his Steward with me to my Father, to 
whom he writ, that J began now to be of an Age in 
which he ought to take more care of me. 
My Father receiv'd me becauſe he could not help it, 
but much againſt his will I am ſure, for he uſed me ſo 
roughly the very day I came to him, that, as young as 
I was, Icould vlainly ſee hedid not much care for me; 
if I had dar'd, I would have askr him the reaſon of 
it, and leave alſo to return to my Nurſe, where Þ had 
receiv d quite contrary ufage; butbeingafraid to open 
my mouth, I ſtood in a corner as if I had not belong d 


- 


to the Family, while they careſt and fondl'd one of 


her Children, tho he was as mangy and ſcabby as a 
Hound: This madded me intolerably, for being now 
-almoſt fix years old, and beginning to have ſome 
knowledge of matteis, I was ready to burſt with ſpleen, 
I'd thus however about a year and a half, cards 
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with the Foot men, having no countenance from any 
body but from our Curate, who was a very good man; 
Ipray d him to teach me to read, for they never thought 
of putting me to School, and the Curate was ſo pleas d 
with my motion, coming from my ſelf, that he took 
2 great deal of pains wich me, inſomuch that in three 
or four months I could read perfectly in any ſort of 
Books. | 

Every day my Mother-in law plagu'd me with one 
thing or another, and not only did me all the miſchieſ 
ſhe could, but told an hundred Lies of me to my Fa- 
ther, to ſet him againſt me ; and my Father, who did 
not much care for 732, believ'd all ſhe ſaid, and would 
often beat me withour knowing for what, which made 
me ſo deſperate that I reſolved ro poyſon my ſelf. 
There was a Weed in the Garden which they had of- 
ten told me was Poiſon, I took ſome of it z and after 
ſaying my Prayers I eat enough to have kill'd me 
twice over, it J had not happily wanted wit to know 
Hemlock from another Herb ; or, as I have often 
thought, that I was guided even by a Miracle to mi- 
ſtake, for I was ſo far from having any ſymptoms of 
one that was poiſon'd, that it never ſo muchas made 
me ſick : I had newly began to go to Confeſſion, an 
therefore could not conceal it from the Curate, wh 
chid me ſeverely, laying before me the heinouſneſs 
of the fin, and charg'd. me to ask God forgiveneſs, 
and made me promiſe him never to do ſo any mote 
without firſt telling him of it, raw 

The cruelty of my Mother. in- law and the unkind - 
neſs of my Father, not only continuing, but encreaſing. 
truly Iev'n reſoly'd to run away; and ſo, waiting for 
an opportunity, I told the Curate my intention, who 
told me I was fit for nothing at that age, being but 
eight years old; and therefore perſwaded me to bear 
4 little longer, till I was fit to go into the Army; 
but that being a long time, I told him reſolutely, that 
I neither could nor would endure it; He finding ry 
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14 Memoirs of Yhe 
unleſs I was prevented I ſhould quickly be gone, ae. 
quaints my Father with it, who ſeeming not to believe 
it, told him he ſhculd nor trouble himſelf about me, 
bur ler me go if I would; the Curate ſeeing him ſo 
unnatural, could not forbear weeping, and taking me 
in his arms, entreated me once more to have a little 
mpg ; bur finding it impoſſible ro ſhake my reſo. 
tion, he pull'd out of his Pocket two Crowns, and 


Fave them to me, telling me that he was 1enfible I 


A1hould want them, and was ſorry he was not in 4 
condition to afſiſt me better; ſo, praying God to bleſs 
me, told me I was always to remember that I was born 

2 Gentleman, which oli d me to ſuffer a thouſand 

deaths rather than do a baſe action, or any thing 
unworthy of my Qnality. My deſign was to find out 

Monfieur de Marillac, from whom I had already re. 

ceivd ſo much kindneſs; but there happening at that 

time to be a Troop of Gypfies in our Village, I fell 
in with them, and asking them if they would take 
me with them, they told me with all their hearts, it 

I were able to travel. Ry 

This was con to make me one of the Gang, and 
having left our Houſe without taking leave of any bo- 
dy, and ſoon forgetting the good advice of the Curate, 

1 n that very day, like a true Gypſie, to ſteal all 

the Cocks and Hens I could lay my hands on, not re. 

garding that it was but at my Fathers door, and that 
all the Farmers thereabouts were his Tenants; Thus! 
went on, without giving my felt leave to think what! 
was doing; and every one having got his booty, they 
were to bring ir to the Captain, who ſeeing me have 
fix or ſeven Fowls for my fhate, gave me a dram of 


the Bottle, and told the reſt what a hopeful beginning | 


[ had made, and that in time I fhoutd make a brave 
fellow; we feaſted that night at the expence of the 


Country; and as liberty is ſweeteſt to thoſe who have 


been under conſtraint, I thought my ſelf in Heaven, 
in compariſon of the life I hy d before, * oak 
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Count de Rochefort. 15 
led this wretched ſort of Life almoſt five y ears, in 
WH which time we traverſt not only all over Fance, but 
many other Countries; ar laſta ſmall misſortune befal- 
ung us (only that ſome of our Society chanc'd to be 
- hang' d) we were forc d to take refuge in our Native 
Country, ſo we return'd into France through the Pro- 
vince ot Burgundy, and taking the Road to Dijon, we 
came into the Country of Lyoxre, and from thence into 
WM Dauphize, and fo into Languedoc, till at laſt we came 
uo the County of Tx Here we thought our ſelves. 
ſecure, tor the Country being Mountainous, would the 
better ſhelter us, we fancy'd, from the Peaſants, if we 
| WH tound them ſo uncivil as to reſent our Thieveries : 
but we had taken wrong meaſures, and they were too 
« Wl cunning for us, for the very firſt night, while we were 
all ſcatter d here and there, after our Game, they 
came upon us and plunder'd our Baggage: this hap« 
pen d to us by the neglect of thoſe we had left to loo 
atter it, who fooliſhly running after ſome Fowls, left 
on purpoſe by the Peaſants to draw them from their 
charge, they, who had plac'd themſelves in Ambuſ- 
cade, ſurpriz'd our Camp, and ruin'd the whole Ar- 
my; and to add to our misfortune, they had penn'd 
up all their Fowls, ſo that tho we came back very 
much fatigu d, we were forc'd to take up our Lodging 
on the hard Ground, and without our 90 8 | 
This Life began to grow irkſom to me at laft, tho 
| was pleas d with it a while when I knew no better; 
tor as my undenſtanding increaſt I began to be aſhamd 
of my ſelf, remembring my Birth, and whar that re- 
quir'd of me; I cry'd often by my ſelf, and finding 
no body to conſult with, I was ſenfible of the want 
of e at laſt, calling to mind what the Cu · 
rate had ſaid to me at my coming away, I ſerioufly 
askt my ſelf, Is this the Life of « Gentleman? | 
This thought, which had not ſo muchas once came 
into my head before, made ſuch an impreſſion upon 
me that I reſoly'd to deſert, and being ſent abroad as 
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turn d I, but tue are too many of ws, and I don tuintend 


to. ſhare the bonaur I ſhall get uith a whole: — 


16 _ Memoirs of the 
uſual, I took that opportunity to get away; ſo making 


to the Mountains of Cap/e, 1 entred Rouſillon by Ville 
Tranche; as | went I ſaw on my right hand Canigout, 
one of the higheſt of the Pyrenees, on the top of 
which is a Lake, with — — of very good ith 

but that which is moſt ſtrange is, that it one throw a 
Stone into it, it preſently falls a raining: - I askt the 


people thereabouts the reaſon, but they could not tell 


me. 


I had hitherto ay the Curates two Crowns in my 


'ocker, and they did me ſpecial ſervice at this jun- 
ture. My deſign was to lift my ſelf in the firſt Com- 
ny of Souldiers I could meet with, and did not que- 


tion but] ſhould be entertain'd, for they did not mea- 


ſure Souldiers by inches in thoſe days. My (pps 
complexion made me paſs among the Spaniards for a 


Native of the Country, and tho we had War with 


Spain at that time, yet they neither ſtopt me at Per. 
Pignan, nor at Salſes: at laſt 1 got to Locates, which 
was our Frontier on that ſide, and liſted in the Go- 
vernours Company, who was Monſieur De Sr Aunais. 
There was not a Party made out againſt the Garri. 
fon of Salſes but I, would be one, and having learnt 
alittle Spaniſh, 1 fancy'd that looking ſo like a Sani- 


ard, I might have an advantage one time or other to do 


ſomething that might d iſtinguiſn my ſelf: for I muſt 


needs fay I began to deſpiſe the life of a Common 


Souldier, and Ambition was ſo got into my Crown, 
tho but 15 years old, that I could not ſleep quietly 
for dreaming of great things: I askt leave however of 
Monſieur De St Aunais, and he gave it me, but fee- 
ing me come home always, and nothing done, Soul. 


dier, ſaid he, you don't do well, a Man ſhould rather 


Hoſe his Ears, than do as you do; we may ſee our Ene- 


mies when we will, but he that att lend to ſeetbem 


muſt go near them. I haue been near enough, Sir, te- 
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IWhy how many were you? ſaid he: Ie were eleven, 
Sir, ſaid I, and that was to many by nine; but if you 
pleaſe to let me go again to morrow with ' only my Com- 
rade, you ſhall have no cauſe to reproach me. Wor't 
you run away then, ſaid the Governour : If I had a 
min4 to run vway, Sir, ſaid I. I would never come to 
ask leave: I have been twice up to the Enemies Palli- 
ſades, and if I bad intended to have gone over, no body 
could have hindred me. This boldneſs pleaſed him, 
and he ask'd me who I was? I told him if I ſucceeded 
in my deſign I would give him an account, but if not 
I would wait for a more favourable opportunity; this 
anſwer pleaſed him better ſtill, and concluding by my 
diſcourſe that I was ſome body more than ordinary, 
he loved me from that moment, and it was not long 
before he gave me proofs of it. 

Having leave to go out the next day, and being 
come within two Muſquet ſhot of Salſes, I made my 
Comrade lie down in a Ditch while I advanc'd a lit- 
tle nearer, and having obſerv'd when I was out before 
that an Officer of the Garriſon, who had an intrigue 
with a Wench, us'd ro meet her in the Ruines of an 
old Houſe, I thought to have hid my felt in the ſame 
Houſe; but I had obſerv'd too that he always ſent a a 
Souldier a little before him to ſee if the Coaſt was 
clear, and I was loth to run the hazard of failing in 
my Enterprize; but having pitcht upon a place for 
my Ambuſcade, I madeas if 4 waſhing of Cloathes; ; 
ſtill keeping an Eye upon the place; at laſt out comes | 
the Souldier, and having ſcouted in every corner, he | 
had no ſooner made his report, but I perceiv'd Mas 
demoiſelle coming one way, and Mr Offcer another; 
but while they were warm at ir, I ruſht in with a 
Piſtol in each hand, and in this ſurprize be ſuffer'd 
me to diſarm him as tamely as a Lamb; after which I 
bid him walk before me, and told him, if he ofter'd 
4 Wo ſpeak a word I would ſhoot him into the Guts: 
„ ne did not think fit to 2 1 was 3 man of my word, 
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and I thinking it proper to bring his Miſtreſs along 
with me, if *twere only to prevent her giving the 
Alarm, I brought them to the place where | had poſt. 
ed my Comrade, who having joyn d me, and thereby 
taken from them all hopes of eſcape, they were very 
diſconſolate; but for my part I was ſo tranſported that 
I hardly knew what I did: we marcht in this figure a 
long hour, till my Comrade, who took a fancy to the 
Girl, finding we were out of danger of the Enemy, 
would go no further till he had a touch with her; 1 
askt him if he was mad ? he only laughing at me, 


was very fairly going to work with her. This put 


me into a paſſion, bur finding he was refolv'd upon his 
deſign, I threatned to ſhoot him. He told me he was 


ready for me, and preſented his Piſtol at me. I was 


not ſtartled at all, but coming boldly up to him, with 
my Prifoner in one hand, and my Piſtol. in the other, 
the Brute fir'd at me, but miſſing me, and expecting 
my return, made all the haſte he could to get away : 
I did not much care to follow him, but made the beſt 
of my way, for all my fear was he would run over to 
the Garriſon of Sa!ſes, and give an account of the 
matter; and my ſafety was wholly owing to this 
ſpeed, for juſt as I imagined it fell out; I was hardly 
got under the Walls of the Town, when appeared 
three- Officers well mounted, who had purſued me; 
but ſeeing me juſt at the Gates, they thought not fit 
to advance any further. I entred Locates in triumph, 


every one running out into the ſtreets to fee a Boy of 


fixteen years old to bring in two Pri ſoners, and I was 
well guarded to the Governours Houſe. As ſoon as 1 
faw him, Now, Sir, ſaid I, you ſee ] have been near 
enough to the Enemy, I told you a great number would 


not do the bufineſs, for thowe wer but two, we were 


too many by one, He askt me what I meant by that? 
whereupon I told him in ſhort the Adventure with my 
Comrade. He was pleaſed to ſpeak very much in my u 
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Count de Rochefort. 19 
deſerv'd, and immediately giving me a Colours in the 
Regiment of P:ccardy, which was wholly at his diſ- 
poſal, as well as all the Vacancies of the Garriſon ; he 
very obligingly told me, be ſhould nor ſtop there, 
but would take particular care of my fortune. 

But that which made the moſt noiſe was, that the 
Priſoner I had taken happen'd to be a Lieutenant to the 
King of Spain, and Monſieur de St Aunais having ſent 
word of it to Court, and the particulars of the Action, 
Cardinal Richelieu writ to him to ſend me forthwith 
to Paris, and order d me a hundred Piſtoles for the 
charges of my Journey. I leave you to imagine the 

nexpreſſible joy I was in; and having given Monſieur 
Wd S: Aunars all imaginable thanks, whom I acknow- 
 Wicdgd to be my Benefactor, he defixed me before 
| WW went to tell him who I was; fol gave him a brief ac- 
count of all my little Adventures: He told me, that tho 
> WM Virtue was to be valu d where - ever it was found, yet 
* Wie was glad to hear I was a Gentleman, becauſe it al- 
t ways receiv'd a Luſtre from a Perſon of Quality. Go, 
0 ys he, and wait on the Cardinal, be loves a bold man, 
and is very fond of engaging ſuch in his ſervice, and if 
I am not miſtaken, he intends to do ſomething confide-. 


Yeah for you. 

4 Left Locates with a great deal of fatisfaQion, having 
bought a couple of Horſes, and got me a Man to wait 

it Won me; and that Pride which is ſo natural to youth, 
d, bein gotten into my head, nothing would ſerye me, 


bur | muſt go ſhow my ſelf in this figure in my own 
Country; and never conſidering the loſs of my time, 
turn d out of the great Road at Briare, and came that 
night to the Houſe of my old Friend the Curate. He 
was ſurpriz d, and overjoy'd to ſee me, and after I 


gave him a great many thanks for his former kind- 
alles, and preſenting him with ten Piſtoles, I aſſur d 
um, that if ever I made my fortune, I would not be 
mind ful of him: He 2 me I ſhould find wy: Fa- 


had told him my Adventures, and whither [ was bound; | 
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ther's Family much increaſt, that he had ſeven Children, 
no reckoning me into the number; that his aftairs 
alſo were in no very good condition, having lately met 
with a very great loſs, which he believ'd was a judg. 
ment upon him for his cruelty to me; whereupon he 
gave me an account of a very ſtrange ac. lent which 
befe! him, as you ſhall hear. There was one Courlita, 
a Kinſman of ours, a Perſon of Quality, and related to 
moſt of the Gentry of that Province, but had the mis- 
fortune not to have an Eſtate anſwerable to his Birth, 
and to the figure he made, for he was one of the gen- 
teeleſt Men in the Kingdom; as he was waiting for ſome 
Preferment, his buſineſs lay moſt at Paris, and whether 
he was ſupply'd by ſome of the Sex, or had a lucky 
hand ar Play, he always lived high, and kepr the beſt 
Company ; he falling in Love with a young Widow, 
that had a very good Eſtate, courted her, in hopes to 
carry her by his Gallantry, and that obliging manner 
which was ſo peculiar to himſelf; but the Lady, who 
either had no inclination for him, or which was moſt 
likely, had obliged her ſelf roa Religions Life, defired 
him in ſhorr to trouble her no farther : The difficulty 
increaſt his Paſhon, he haunted her every where, and 
tho ſhe had forbid him her Houſe, he contrived his bu- 
ſienſs ſo well, that he ſaw her every day, either at 
Church, or at ſome Friends houſe or other; but ſhe, 
to be rid of him for good and all, rerired her ſelf into 

2 Convent; this madded him fo, that he threatned to 
fire the Houſe; and ſhe, for fear he ſhould be as good 
as his word, was fain to remove: But finding that fhe 
continued reſolute not to admit him, he contrived to 
ſteal her; of which having ſome intimarion, ſhe pre 

_ vented him by going privately out of Town, and ha. 
-_ = ving told no body of her going but one particular 
friend, nor taken any of her Servants with her, her Re 
lations were in a {right for het, and having not heard 
of her in ſeveral days, they concluded Courtilz had cat: 
Tyed ker away, as he had been heard to ſay he m_— 
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do; ſo they complain'd to the Court of Juſtice againſt 
him, and upon the hearing of their Witneſſes they ob- 
taind an Arreſt againſt him. Any Man but Courtilæ 
would have prevented all this, for he being innocent 
had nothing to fear; but whether he was otherwiſe 


employ'd, or thought it not worth his while, he whol- 


ly neglected it, till ar laſt he was fain to take Sanctua- 
xy at my Fathers, and finding himſelf diſcover'd 


there, was forc'd to remove from thence to. It hap- ' 


pen d Juſt at that time my Father had receiv'd a conſide. 
rable ſumm of Money, about twenty thouſand Crowns. 
Some Rogues having notice of all this, they dreſt them. 
ſelves up like Pourſuivants, and pretending to ſearch 
the*Houſe for Courtila, they ſeiz'd upon my Father, 
and clapping a Piſtol ro his Throat, demanded where 
was his Money, which he, having no occaſion to dye, 
was oblig'd to diſcover to them; with which they 
loaded one of his own Horſes, and he had the ſatis- 
tation of ſeeing them make their eſcape over the For- 
reſt, from one of the Turrets of the Caſtle, where they 
had lockt up both him, and all the Family. 


This was a great loſs for a Gentleman of but twen- - 


ty thouſand Livres a year Eſtate, and eight Children; 
ſo, not doubting but he was very much concern d, I did 
not know whether I had beſt ſee him or not, for my 


Company being never very agreeable to him, I thought _ 


now it might encreaſe his affliction ; but thinking alſo 
he might reflect upon me, if I was wanting in my Du- 
ty, I went to wait on him, and was receiv'd by him 
not a ſot better than I expected: For my Mother - in 
Law, ſuppoſing I was come to dwell with them again, 
and leſt I {ould pretend to be one of the Family, for- 
bid the Servants giving my Horſes any Oats or Hay. 
My Man giving me an account of this, I ſent him for 
lome to the Curate ; and my Father happening to be. 
in the Stable, ſaw it all, without giving orders to the 
contrary: Tho this did not at all agree with me, and I 
was ready to burſt wich anger, yet being reſolv'd to go 
| C3 away 


Count de Rochefort. «x 


5 Memoirs of the 
way the next morning, I took no notice of it, but 


went up to my Chamber earlier than ordinary; and as 
[ was Juſt going into Bed, up comes my Father, and 


my Mother. in-Law, and askt me in a fort of rallying, 


if I was going to wait upon tbe Cardinal by his order; 
as my Man it ſeems had ſaid among the Servants. I 
plainly ſaw the bottom of rhe Queſtion, and that *rwas 


only to ſand fair with me, in caſe I ſhould chance 10 


meet with any thing, and therefore anſwer'd very 
coldly, that it was true; my Father told me he was 
very glad I was like to come to preferment; and with 
that my Mother: in. Law invited to me to ſtay, and told 
me I ſhould be welcome, and hop'd, ſhe ſaid; that 
when I had made my own Fortune, I would not be un- 
mindful of my Brothers: I anſwer'd her in the ſame 


tone of indifference, that *rwas not yet a thing done 


but if 1 ſhould be ſo fortunate as perhaps I might, | 
ſhould always return Good for Evil. 

This ſort of diſcourſe gave me light into her temper, 
and I dare ſay was the occaſion, that ſhe began to 
make excuſes for her behaviour to me, and particu- 
larly for refuſing Hay to my Horſes ; ſhe told me *cwas 
becauſe the Groom did not know me, and they had 
charg'd him ever fince their late misfortune to give 
none to Strangers; but ſhe would take care to pre. 
vent it for the future. I knew well enough what I 
thought of this; but diſcretion and reſpect obliging 


me to conceal my reſentment, I told them that it was 


but a ſmall matter, and not worth taking notice of. 
My Father than began to enquire what had become of 
me all this while, and gave me a ſmall reprimand for 
never letting him hear from me, and begun to talk to 
mea little like a Father. | 

After a thouſand other queſtions, they left me to 
go to Bed; and having told them that I muſt go away 
the next day, I found in the Morning a Breaktaſt pre. 
pard, as if there had been a Wedding. They ſent two 
hours before day to all our Relations that FREY 
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thing near, with a ſort of a circular Letter, to ac- 
quaint them of the occaſion of my going to Court, 
and to invite them all to come and take their leave of 
me: Away they came, ſome on Foot, ſome on Horſe- 
back; and | was ſmother'd wlth Compliments from a 
matter of ren or twelve Gentlemen, as if I had been 
already ſome great Perſon , and in fa condition to 
make all their fortunes. To deliver my ſelf from this 
Farce, which was very uneaſie to me, I beggd my 

Father to permit me to haſten, for I had loſt roo much 
time already; and the Cardinal, who expected people 

ſhould be punctual, would perhaps think me long: 

That I had come two days Journey out of my way, 
on purpoſe to pay my Duty to him, but 1 W550 he 
would not defire me to prejudice my ſelf. My Mother- 

in Law, who was preſent at this Compliment, no 
ſooner heard it, but ſhe goes herſelf into the Kitchen, 
and never ſtirr'd thence till Dinner was ſerv d up. 

This which J ſaw at my Fathers, was but the very 
ſame which I afterwards found to be the prattice at 
Court. Aſſoon as I was arriv'd there, and it was 
known that I was the Cadet of Locates, every ons 
made their Compliments to me; and I was ſtrangely 
ſurpriz d to ſze thoſe People, whom I ſhould have 
thought it Honour enough to have ſpoken to once a 
week, wait upon me to beg my Friendſhip. The Cap- 
rain of the Guard to his Eminence, to whom had ad- 
dreſt my ſelf, having told him that I was in the Anti · 
chamber, I was order'd to be call d in: Who ſeeing 


that I was but a Beardleſs Boy, and very ſhort too of 


my age, he turn d to four or five great Lords that 

were with him, and ſaid ſmiling, St Aunais ſure/y 

OG a trick upon us : Why, This is but a Child. 
Lord, ſaid I, making a profound Reverence, I 


. know not what Myr de St Aunais may. have informed 


your Eminence, but if it wasonly that ] took the King's 
Lieutenant 4 Salſes, and bis Miſtreſs, I can aſſure you 
is nothing but the Truth. Ay, but be has told us 

85 C 4 | more 


"es tin of his Guards, bid him entertain me with the 
Gentlemen, and to inform himſelf who I was, and fo 
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an that, reply'd the Cardinal: We have a long 
Sor here, how you prevented the Souldier that wor? d 
hy: kiſt the Girl, and how you attackt him, and he 
ed bis Piſtol at you; notwithſtanding which, you drove 
him away, and brought off your Priſoners. *Tis ail very 
true, my Lord, 1ad I, but theſe are but ſmall matters: 
1 hape if I may be ſo bappy as to find an opportunity, 
Ihe p for much greater, for the Service of the 
Ning, ant of your Eminence. He is a bold Led, ſaid 
the Cardinal to the Lords again, bat he is but a Boy 
ſtii! , and tis pity to expoſe him ſo young, and as it 
were to force Nature. This diſcourſe pur me in great 
tear he would do nothing for me, wherefore I return d 
preſent, I am more capable, my Lord, than you may 
think me, and your Emimence may find me ſo, if you 
piraſe to command me any thing for. your Service. He 
made me no anſwer, but ſpeaking ſoftly to the Cap. 


retir'd into his Cloſet. This both ſurpriz'd and afflict- 
ed me; for J expected that I ſhould no ſooner. have 


appear'd before him, but I ſhould have had ſome 
great matter. 


The Captain of the Guard not failing to do as he 
was directed, and having given the Cardinal an account 
that I-was 2 Gentleman, after Dinner I was call'd into 
the Cloſer, where his Eminence told me he had, as a 
mark of his tavour, reiolv'd to entertain me in his 
Service; that I ſhould be wiſe and faichful, and I 
ſhould have no cauſe ro repent me. I made him a 
low Reverence in token of my acknowledgment, {till 
expecting ſome very conſiderable Bulinels, or Office 
to be beliow'd upon me; but I'was ſurpriz'd to find 
all my preferment ſumm' d up in a Livery, and that 
at laſt I ſhould have come ſo far to be the Cardinals 
Footboy. I was not fo much Maſter of my pathon, 
bur that he perceiv'd jt in my countenance : Let not 
this rouble you, {aid he, with a ſweerneis that * | 
| p Clt 


P 
27 


Count de Rochefort. 25 


cil'd all things, Iis becauſe I would have you always 
near me; time may be, I hall be perhaps but too kind 
to you. 

The obliging way with which he ſpoke this, ſcat- 
ter d all the diſcontent, that, as I ſaid, appear d in my 
Face, and having made him again a moſt profound 
reverence, I expected preſently ro go and change my 
figure, or at leaſt that ſome body ſhould be order'd to 
take meaſure of me for my Cloaths. But the Gover- 
nour of the Pages told me, I muſt write to my Father 
io ſend me four hundred Crowns for my Livery and 
Trimming, and Preſents that I muſt make, and that 
nothing would be done before. I was in a great con- 
tuſion at this, I knew well enough to how little pur- 
poſe twould be for me to write to my Father: I was 
content to fell my Horſes, but that would not raiſe 
my Stock above fifty Piſtoles, which was not half the 
ſumm he talkt of: To ask my Relations I thought 
very improper, ſince they all thought my Fortune was 
made, and expected great things from me. I ſlept not 
2 wink that night, for thinking what method I ſhould 
take to get over this affair; I reſoly'd at laſt to go 
Monfienr de Marillac, which was all the hopes I had 
left; but having been diſorder'd all night, twas too 
late e re I got up to go to him till after dinner: And 
in the mean time, to ſhow my ſelf aſſiduous, I went 
to wait on the Cardinal, who no ſooner ſaw me, but 
he askt me why I had not my Livery on? My Lord, 
faid I, *t3s truly for want of Money; and our Gover- 
nour tells me, I muſt bring him four bundred Crowns | 
firſt, and that then it ſhall be diſpatcht. What an ex- 
ating Rogue is this, ſays he to thoſe that were about 
him, ſhrinking up his ſhoulders, and turning to me, Go, 
ſays he, and tell him from me, if he offers to take one 
Farthing of you, I ſhall turn him out of doors immedi- 
ately, and further, that if it be not done by morrow 
morning without fail, he ſhould pleaſe to ſeek out a 
new Maſter. X E: 
| You 
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You may eaſily imagine I was very well pleas'd with 
this errand, and knowing I was well backt, I did not 
leave out a word of the meſſage, but told it with all 
the advantage I could, for his mortification z however 
he obſerv'd the order punctually, and I laid out only 
ten or twelve Piſtoles to buy ſome little neceſlaries 
which he gave me not: and this the Cardinal not only 
paid me, but made them give me three times that 
ſumm for my reimburſemenr. . 

Tho I was to be but Page, yet I fail'd not to be 
the Favourite, for his Eminence had none ſo agreeable 
to him as my ſelf; he would have me do every thing, 
and I, to ſhow my ſence of his favcur, was conſtantly 
at his Elbow, ready to receive his Command: At Ta- 
ble, twas I ſtill that ferv'd him with the Wine, not 
for want of others readineſs, for they enyy'd me for 
it, but he would call me by my name, as if there had 
been no body elſe there, to prevent their diligence. 
When he went to Madam D' Egæillen twas the ſame 
thing, there was no body but I went with him, 
where he plac'd me in the Anti-chamber, into which 
no body came; but if he wanted to ſpeak with any 

body, I was ſent to them, and brought them in, and 
let them out, by a private Scair-caſe, that 'twas im- 
poſũble for any body to diſcover them. 

I know *twas reported he was in Love with that 
Lady, who was his Niece; 1 do not ſay it was not ſo, 
ſhe was handſome enough to tempt as great a man as 
he ; but this I am fure of, that for my part I ſhould 
have been tranſported to have had but the eſteem of 
ſo fine a creature, tho I had been a Cardinal my ſelf. 
And this I think my ſelf oblig'd to ſay to undeceive 
poſterity, that he went to ſee her many times upon 
other buſineſs than his diverſion, where he lockt him. 
ſelf up with perſons that he could ſee in no other 
place without ſuſpicion, eſpecially Strangers, ſome- 
times diſguis'd like Monks, ſometimes like other Ec- 
clefixſticks, and ſometimes like Merchants. Ir fell out 
once, that after one of theſe Con'erences, he order d 
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me to take a Bag. I know not what was in it, but 
twas very heavy, and to go along the Road to Pon- 
toiſe, telling me at the entrance into a Village called 
Sanois, I ſhould find a Capuchin afleep, with his 
Coul or Hood hanging down behind him; that 1 
ſhould ſay ne're a word to him, but put the Bag into 
the Coul, and come away: I found every thing juſt as 
he told me, and executed his orders punctually. 

But before he employed me in ſuch ſecret things as 
theſe, he made tryal of me by a paſſage that was very 
particular. He had a Mancalled Save, whom he us d 
to employ about ſuch matters, and had ſent him two 
or three times into Spain, to diſcover ſome intrigues 
rhat were carrying on there againſt his Intereſt. This 
man had a very handſome Wife, and being order'd by 
the Cardinal to try my fidelity, he ſets his Wite to 
work, with whom he ſufferd me to uſe ſuch liberty, 
that one might ſwear for him he was not jealous. His 
Wife was at firſt fight very free with me, and the de. 
ſign being to entrap me by the moſt iufallible ſnare 
in the World, eſpecially to a young man, ſhe | 
to be pleaſanter than ordinary. But having, by I 
know not what means, oblig'd her, ſhe told me down- 
right the whole cheat, and caution'd me to have a 
care; after this ſhe gave an account to her Husband 
Juſt as I had directed her, and the Cardinal being in- 
form'd from him (who to gain his favour, told him 
ingenuouſly that he had ſacrificd his Wife, and would 
not ſtick to ſacrifice himſelf for his ſervice) he had 
from that time ſuch confidence in me, that I was al- 
ways employed in affairs of the greateſt conſequence. 

A few days after this he order d me to put off my 
Livery, and go into the Horſe Market, to a certain 
Houſe which he directed me to; that I ſhould go up 
four pair of Stairs, and if I found àa Croſs made with 
Chalk on a Chamber door I ſhould come down, and 
ſtay below till Save came to me. I found juſt as he 
had ſaid, and having plac'd my ſelf at the Street door, 

| with 


— 
— 5 — 


gm 2 —— ——— — —— — 
© - - — * 
- . 
- — - — —— 


—_ * — 


28 Memoirs of tbe 
with my Cloak thrown over my face, Sauve came to 
me, and askt me how it was? I told him I had found 


that which his Etninence defir'd ; then he askt me it I 


had not ſeen two men go out, one habited like a Prieſt, 
and the other with a ſhort Cloak like an Abbot? I told 
him No: He bid me look out ſharp, and if they 
ſhovld appear, I ſhould walk along before chem, till 
Icame to the Hoſpital de Ia Pitte; and it nor, I ſhould 
ſtand Centinel there till he came again. It was an 


hour and half before he came again, bur *rwas in good 


company when he did come, for he bronght a Squadron 
of the Guards with him, of whom a Party beſet the 
Houſe, and the reſt went up ſtairs, where they found in 
the Chamber the two men deſcrib d to me, which they 
took and carry d to the Haſtile + But there was but one 
of them committed, the other was let go, and I car- 
ry'd him the next day ten thouſand Crowns in Gold, 
which was the recompence they had promis'd him, 
for betraying and ſelling his Companion. 


Finding my ſelf employ'd in ſuch ſecret affairs, 1 


heartily wiſht my ſelf a year or two older, for I fan- 
cy'd the Cardinal would find me other buſineſs, when 
I was a little too old for a Page, and I long'd to be 
in the Wars, to which I had a particular inclination. 
In the mean time, my Father, and my Mother-in-law, 
having inform'd themſelves. that all my hopes were 
ended in a Livery, were ſorry for thoſe little civilities 
they had done me; but this hindred me not from 
thinking, if I could poſſible, to do ſomething for my 
younger Brothers, who had need enough; and to give 
them aſſurauce of my good will, I wrote to them all, 


to give me notice if any Benefice ſhould preſent in 
their Country ; but they ſent me word, that I needed 


not to ſhow my ſelf fo vain, for they knew well 


enough what intereſt I had, and were content I ſhould 


make uſe of it for whom I please. 
- Thould have taken this as a great affront from any - 


body elſe, and fo 1 did from them too; and the Car- 


dinal 
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dinal being pleas'd a little after that to enquire of me 


about my Family, I told him not only this paſſage, 
bur what uſage | receiv'd when I was but a Child; he 
was extreamly taken with all my freedom, and find- 
ing he delighted to hear me relate the little Adventures 
of my Life, I took occafion to tell him of the kindneſs 
I had teceiv'd from the Curate, magnifying the obli- 
gation I thought my ſelf under to him as much as I 


could: He told me he was glad to ſee me ſo gratęful; -v 
bur at the ſame time, as | happen'd to ſpeak of the 


Meſſieurs de Mariilac, he askt me it they knew I was 
with him, and if I had ſeen them lately? I told him 
No, but I intended to wait on them with the fitſt 
conveniency : To which he anſwer d, that I muſt nor 
do ſo, . if I thought of continuing in his favour. 1 
durſt not reply to ſo poſitive a command; and he per- 
ceiving that I was not only ſurpriz'd, but aſtoniſnt; Az 
leaſt , 14id he, if you ſhould meet with any of them, never 
open your Lips of what I have ſaid toyou; and be aſſur d 
' uf you ever fhould, you have nothing mors to hope for 
from me. I told him, twas enough for me to know 
his Pleaſure, and that I ſhould know neither Friend 
nor Relation, Where his Eminence's Service was the |, 


a N 
Ne was very well ſatisfy'd with my anſwer, and con- 
tinu'd ro employ me as ſreely as before; among the 
reſt he ſent me one time with a great Bag full of Gold, 
and order d me to lay it under a broad Free · ſtone, which 

I ſhould find upon à heap of other Stones, à little be- 
yond Mont ſaucon, on the Road to St Denis; and withal 
I was not to come back the ſame way, that I might not 


ſee, I ſuppoſe, who ſhould come to fetch it. Another wg 


time I carried ſuch a like Cargo to Noſtre Dame, to a - 
Man whom he told me I ſhould find leanigg againſt a 
Tree, with his Head on one Hand, and the other behind 
him, juſt for all the world in ſuch a poſture as Moliere 
aQs the Covetous Phyſician; I was to put the Money 
into that Hand which he held behind him, but 19110 
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Te his Face at all, and ſo to come my way; I thought 
there was more myſtery in all this than there was oc- 
caſion for, and that it was only to make proof of my 
Fidelity, or to render his management of affairs more 
valuable for its ſecrecy. However ir was, I ſpent two 
years in ſuch ſort of buſineſſes, in which time there 
were many Plots at Court to remove him from the 
Miniftry, but all to no purpoſe. | 4 
In tde mean time, having writto the Curate as well as 
tomy Father, to inform me if any thing happen d in their 
Country that T might beg for him, there came now an 
Expreſs to me from him, to tell me, that a ſmall Abbey 
of about four thouſand Franks per annum was become 
vacant; I immediately begg'd it of the Cardinal, and 
he granted it me at the firſt word, but wou'd needs 
know who it was I begg'd it for. My Lord, ſaid T, 
our Curate, who taught me to read, and to whom 1 
Told your Eminence I bad ſo many obligations. And 
hy not for one 90 tomb Brothers ? ſaid he, I think. 
you Told me yo hal ſeveral, and they needy enough. 
Tis true, y Lord, faid I, but as Providence bas 
done by me, Lam obliged to prefer my Gratitude before 
2 7 7 ; * ur Eminence ON 
judge, if after all the obligations I have to you, I ought 
| 2 70 Jil you above 40 the World. We ſball ſpe 
that, reply d the Cardinal ſmiling, and maf chance to 
put you to the Tryal ſooner than you think of. 125 
1 was juſt going to anſwer him again, when the 
Prince of Conde came into the room, which made me 
poil my Compliment to help him to a Chair: He 
made but a ſhort vifit, and the Cardinal waking on. 
him to the Chamber-door, ſpy'd Monſieur de Char- 
roſt, who was but an inconſiderable perſon then, but 
' one who we have fince ſeen Captain of the Guards du 
. Corps, Governpur of Ca/azs, Duke and Peer of France: 


The Cardinal had a mortal averſion to him, ſo that he 


- was no ſooner ſtept back into his Chambef, but he or- 


| der me to call the Captain of his Guard, whom he 
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gave a ſtric charge, at any rate to rid him of that 
piece of Impertinence, and that he ſhould order the 
Guards to deny him entrance: The Captain of the 
Guard askt him if he ſhould turn him out of the Anti- 
chamber? I dont fay ſo, ſays the Cardinal, bat that 
you ſhould keep him out for the future. This Order 


being known all over the Houſe in a moment, every 


body turn'd their backs upon the poor Gentleman, and 
wereasſhye of him as if he had had the Plague: I know 
not whether he apprehended any ching, but he took 
no notice of it, but ſtaid three long hours in the Anti- 
chamber. The Cardinal, who had a mind to go out, 
ſent me to ſee if he were there ſtill, and having told 


him that he was, be choſe rather to ſtay in his Cham. 


ber, than expoſe himſelf to his Compliment: Thenexr 
day Charroft came to the door again, and offering to 


come in as uſual, the Guards thruſt him away; and he 
asking to ee their Captain, the Captain orderd 
| T hi 


them to tell him he was not within; he beſieg d the 


Houſe thus two days, before he could ſee the Cardinal, 


but on the third day he put himſelf Juſt in his way, as 
he went to Maſs: The Guards routed him-again, and 
would let him ſtand quietly no where; whereupon he 
leapt upjinto a Nich, that was deſign d to ſet a Statue 


in; and when the Cardinal came by, My Lord, ſaid 


he, your Guards haue refusd me entrance at your 
Gatez but if you ſhut me out at your Door, I'll come in 
at the Window. The Cardinal could not forbear laugh- 


ing to ſee him ftand ſo like an Image; and finding him 


ſo very zealous to him, he was ever after very kind to 


him. Monſieur de Charroft having thus gain d admiſ. 
ſion, continu d to make his court to him very diligently, 
without asking any let tho he had need;enongh ; 


the Cardinal was obliged the more at that, for he was 


always pleaſed if he ſaw himſelf lov'd without aprin- 
ciple of Intereſt; and would do the more for any per- 
ſon for not being importun'd. In the mean while an 


opportunity offer d ſo happily for him, that now was 
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his time to make uſe of the Cardinals favour : where 
fore waiting to find him in a good humour, he comes 
briskly to him one day; If I durſt, my Lord, ſaid he, 
I would ask your Eminence to help me to 200000Crowns, 
wit hout one farthing charge, either to the King or 
your ſelf. How then, Charoſt ? reply'd the Cardinal 
. ſmiling. To Marry me, my Lord, with your own hand, 
return d Charoſt; I have found out a Fortune, and if your 


Eminence will but ſpeak u word for me, my buſineſs is 


done. If it ſtops only there you may reckon it done indeed, 
{aid the Cardinal. Hethrew himſelf at his feet, and em- 
braced his knees, in token of thankfulneſs; telling him, 
thatall hedefired of him, was to ſend and demand Ma- 


damoifeile' Leſchalopier tor him. The Cardinal did it, 


to the aſtoniſhment of all people, who knew that he 
never card to meddle in ſuch fort of things. The Re- 
lations of the Lady could not tefuſe a man of his Au- 


thority ; ſo-Chareſt Having got ſuch a Fortune, was 
in a condition to buy ſome conſiderable place, and the 
Oardinal, who never ſuffer d any body to be near the 
' King but ſuch as were his own Creatures, and wholly 
at his ſervice, treated for him to be Captain of the 
/ ĩ ² ² ˙ð¹ꝗ ͤ -w TY wat 
In the mean time I 9 2 little Abbey, as I ſaid 
before, and ſent the Bulls all perfum'd to the Curate; 
| which wrought theſe two different effects, that he was 
like to dye with joy, and my Father and \Mother-in- 
law with ſorrow: They came all to Paris, the Curate 
to give me thanks, and acknowledge my kindneſs, and 
they to load me with a thouſand reproaches: They 


— 
a 


asxkt me if I was not aſham d to provide for ſtrangers, 


when my own Brother had ſo much occaſion; but at 
laſt, when they had vented their paſſion, they began 


to talk at another rate, and fell AN yo | 


beg another Abbey of the Card 2 
was not my fault they had not this, but this'was-not 
the way at Court, for twas not always a fit Ne 10 
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always begging : That if the Cardinal had been ſo kit. . 
rome, being but his Page, I hop'd to be more in his fa 
your, when was in a better condition to ſerve him; that 


was not without natural affections, tho had no great 


reaſon for it ; but that I ſhould always conſider what my 


honour oblig d me to, without calling to mind any of 


my juſt reſentments; and with theſe ſort of hopes I 
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appeas'd them. I had no ſooner clear d my hands of 


them, but I had all our Province about me, 9 
becauſe I had gorten this Abbey for our Curare, 
could not but be very prodigal of my favours to them 


all; ſome of them came from the very further end of 


Berry, whom I had never ſeen nor heard of, teizing 
me every hour with their Genealogy, making it our 


very plainly, that they were my Couſins in the third 


degree, and therefore hop'd I would uſe my Intereſt 
to get them ſome preferment. -Imade ſhort with them, 
and told them, I had as good 4 will ro ſerye them as any 
Man in the World; but it was not in my power, which 
they might eaſily ſee, for that T had got nothing yet 
for my Brothets, who . the frk 


but reaſonable ſhould be firſt regarded; and that then 


I had ſome Relations in the ſecond degree, who pre. 
rended to Tome priviledge before them; that when F 


had preferr'd them all, then they might depend upon 


me, that 1 ſhould do them all che ſervice I could: 
They underſtood me well enough, aud ſo getting rid. 


of them they left me in queme. 
At laſt the happy hour was come, which 1 had ſo 


long wiſht for, when I ſhould lay down the Office of 


a Page, with which I was never very well pleas d; 


the Cardinal gave me two hundred-Piſtoles to buy me 


degree, was 


Cloaths,. and told me I ſhould be one f his Gentlemen. 


I had hopes now he would haye done ſome great thing 
for me; however 1 did not continue long idle, bet 


welt ovet into England, and into Scotland, with Let- 


ters written in Cyphers ; and thoſe Countries being in 
I was ſeiz d by a ray of che King of Exglands 
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Army, whom I was as much afraid of, as thoſe of the 
Parliaments: They immediately ſearcht me, but found 
e, for | had put my Letters into my 
Poſt-horſe's Saddle z the Plates of which I had made 
on purpoſe at Pars, being of double Iron, contrivd 
to hold the Letters in the infide, and unleſs they broke 
them they did nothing. They ranſack'd the very Pum. 
mels of the Saddle, but to-no purpoſe, for they could 
notfind my Packet ; Then they askt me whencel came? 


Whither Iwas going? and a thouſand imperrinent que. 
ſtions, which I anſwer'd as I found proper, being 


"ir pot to meet with ſuch like interruptions, tel. 
ing them, I'was a young Gentleman that was travel- 
ling: But this gave them the more ſuſpicion, finding 
my quipage did not agree with the Character I gave 
my ſelf, ſo they ſtopt me four or five days, at which 
I was very uneaſy, for carry'd 770 with me (if I am 
not very much miſtaken) buſineſs of no ſmall conſe. 
quence; ſuch as if Iſhould be diſtover'd with, I knew 
my fate; but wliat comforted me was, that my Letters 
were perfect Magick, and written in ſuch a chataàcter, 
that the Devil could not have read them. They had 
no regular Alphabet, as is cuſtomary in ſuch. caſes, 
but the ſame ſtroke or daſh would fignify twenty diffe- 


rent words; that it was impoſſible but för them that 


had the key to make any thing of it: en 
you muſt know it was agreed, that one Rroke ſhould 
lignify an entire word of a Line in St An, and to 
kn | e of the Page was put un. 
der the ſtroke, and the number of the Iine, and the 
number of the word in the line, and to make it the 


plainer, the mark or ſtroke was to be the firſt lerter of 


the word.” As to explain it, fuppoſe' the ward was 


Have, and tflat this word was to be found in the tot 
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| my Errand, and yet I trembld every joynt of me for 
[ knew if they found out my Letters, the more difficul- 


I faid, were e e eee ok nw 
ing of England 


this affair than others, is ſomerhing that happen d to 
me three months after my return; being one morning, 


and, and { believe he knew me too, for 1 


1 thing 
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thing of what we thought, only that he told me he 
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ing come to the Sow and Pigs, I found my Gentleman 
walking up and down the Chamber, and having given 
him the Note, and told him the Goods were at the door, 
he lookt upon the Bill and gave it me again, telling 
me I was miſtaken, for he was to go to Tome other per- 
ſon, for it did not belong to him. I told him that I 
was not miſtaken, for he was ſenfible that I knew him, 
and that my order was for him; but he throwing it 
away with a ſort of diſcontent, walks about the Cham- ' 
ber again, and at laſt ſaid to me, Sir, It is not for me, 
and you have no more to do but to return with it. 
After J had taken a goat deal of pains to perſwade 
him to receive it, but found twas all to no purpoſe, 
[ een took his counſel, and carry'd it back to Mr de 
Bullion, and ſo went to give an account to the Cardi- 
nal ; he askt me ifT had the Noteabout me, I told him 


I had, which he looking upon, it putting him into a vio- 


lent paſſion at Bullion, ſaying, he would teach him ano- 
ther time to obſerye his orders; and ſending for him 
at the ſame time, askt him the reaſon why he ſent but 
hve hundred thouſand Franks, when his order was for 
fix hundred thouſand :; Bullion reply d, that he under- 
ſtood his Eminence had told him but two days” ago, 
that they ſhould manage that affair to get it as cheap 
as they could; that he did not queſtion but the other 
would have been content with what he ſent him, but 
ſeeing he was not, he would go and ſend him the reſt. 
By what I could underſtand of this, for I was pre- 
ſont at their diſcourſe, it ſeem'd to me, that Mr de 
Bullion had a mind to put a hundred thouſand Franks 
in his own Pocket, tho he pretended good husbandry 
for the publick: In the mean time, while the other 
hundred thouſand Franks were telling, his Eminence 
{ent me to find out the man again, to tell him he ſhould 
have content, and that *rwas only the fault of the Su- 
a eee and order d me to acquaint him, that I 


had ſeen him reprove de Bullion for it. I found him 
making up his Baggage, 5 if he was to be gone, and 


* 


ſeem. 
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2 Memoirs of the _ 
ſeeming ſurpriz'd to ſee me he ſtept up to me, and askt 
me, it I had any thing to ſay to him ; 1 told him my 
buſineſs, at which ſeeming indiffttrent, There is no Futh 
in Man, ſaid he, with a furly fort of tone, and I cannot 
underſtand it, that after having ſo poſitroe a prom: ſe,it 
ſhould be forgotten in two days. I went back immedi- 
ately to Mr de Bullion, and ferching the fix hundred 
thouſand Franks, I brought them all to him, and re. 
| turned to the Cardinal, who was very uneaſy till he 
f knew what was done in it. | 2 
| Tho this ſort of Employment was not my element, 
| and'] had much 1ather have been in the Army, yet ha- 
= ving ſo much the favour of my Maſter, it was the 
=_  vpleaſanterto me. Having one time asked-me, if I had 
= pet {een Mr de Marillac, whoſe Brother was now in 
1 th great favour, for he was not only made a Mareſchal of 
3 France, but had marryed a Relation of the Queen Mo. 
| ther's; I anſwer'd, that I remembred hetter than ſo, 
| what his Eminence had commanded me; and that 1 
lad already told him, I ſhould know no Relations when 
his Service was the queſtion, and that my greateſt grief 
Was Thar 1 coal; | 


give him no better proof of it yet. He 
told me with a voice that ſeem d as if he were pleas' d, 
that it was well enough; and indeed if he had not been 
_ "very confident of my fidelity, he would certainly never 
aye truſted me in a thing of ſuch a nature, as he did 
about a month after. In which to diſcover whattemper 
he was of, twill be neceſſary to look back a little to 
the beginning of the Story. rx. 45 
Tbe King was of a very mild and eaſy diſpoſition, 
caine to the Croyyn very young, and left the Government 

5 ey things to the Queen Mother, a Princeſs of a vaſt 
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mbition, but not beloy d by the French; not only from 
4 natural averſion, as ſhe was an Italian, but alſo becauſe 
WE ihe made a Favourite of one of that Nation,whoſe Me- 
BR tit was as mean as his Birth: As Governments are ſup- 
ported by fear ſometimes, as well as by other methods, 
To this man had made himſelf a terror, even to the 
25 


\ 


Count de 1 


Princes of the Blood; and his Wife (which was more 
intolerable than t other) was come to that degree of 
Inſolence, preſuming on the Queens Favour, whom 
entirely manag d, that ſhe trampled all the World, as ĩt 
were, under her feet. It being however neceſſary for 
her to make ſome Creatures of her own, to reſiſt ſo 
many Enemies, the Queen Mother had gain d ſome 
already, and among them the two Brothers de Marillar, 
of whom one was a Stateſman, the other a Souldier, 
and both very honeſt Gentlemen, and worthy of the 
reat Places they enjoy'd; but notwithſtanding all her 
Precaſt, the number of the contrary party was ſo great, 
that ſhe could not ſaye her Favourite from their hands. 
De Lutines, whoſe Ambition could not bear the info- 
lence of this 1za/ian; inſinuated to the King, that his 
Mother rendred him contemptible to the people, lea- 
ving the Government to be manag d by Strangers. It 
is not certainly known, whether he accus'd her of In- 
continence or not, and of making away the King his 
Father; but however it was, he knew well enough how 
to work upon the King, into whoſe favour he had 
wrought himſelf, by gratify ing him in his little de- 
light, and diverting him in ſuch manner as he found 
moſt ſuitable to his inclination; he got a private or- 
der, to find out ſome body to kill this Favourite, which 
was accordingly executed by Vitri, Captain of the 
Guards du Corps. | „ 
. From hence forward de Lines endeavour d to im- 
prove all the advatages of his Authority with the 
ing to the prejudice of the Queen Mother; but as 
his ſhoulders were too weak for ſuch a burthen, and on 
the other hand, the Queen's party being jealous of his 


to the ſtrongeſt fide. Thoſe who were in her intereſts, 
and had abſconded for fear they ſhould- fall in the 


1 and united againſt him, he was forc d to yield 


ſame diſgrace with her Favourite, were immediatelß : 


recall'd to Court, and as the Meſſieurs de Marillac were 
the chief of theſe, ſo vo had the greateſt mot 
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her reſpect; he of the long Robe aim'd at no leſs than 
the Miniſtry, and ſeem'd fo well quality 'd for it, that 
all the people thought he deſerv'd it: But the Queen 
Mother having taken into her ſervice the Biſhop of L. 
con, afterwards Cardinal de Richelieu, his Genius did 
Jo in all things excel Monſieur de Marillac, and (hone 
with ſuch luſtre, that the other was quite obſcur' d. 
The greater Mar!//ac's Ambition was, the more im. 
patience he ſhew'd at the advancement of Richelieu, 
whoſe deſigns were at leaſt as great as his; and Am- 
bition being as ſubject to jealouſy as Love, this produc'd 
à hatred ſo inveterate, that they could not endure'one 
another; and the death of La:nes making way for a 
more unlimited Miniſtry, very much encreaſt it: Bout 
Richelieu ſoon got above, not him only, but even the 
Queen Mother herſelf. This Princeſs reſented it ex- 
treamly, and muſter d up all her Friends to joyn with 
her in pulling down this new Miniſter before he was 
ſertl'd too faſt. Monſieur de Marillac and his Brother 
having more reaſon than any body to deſire his fall, 
entirely embarkt in the deſign with the Queen; they 
laid an infinite number of Plots againſt him, and any 
thing but ſuch a genius as his, muſt have ſunk under 
the power of fo many Enemies; bur as he never wil. 
_ * lingly forgave an injury, ſo as ſoon as he had ſenl'd 
"himſelf in his new Authority, he ſer himſelf to ſiip- 


pPreſs every one whom he had the leaſt reaſon to fear; 


and not content to have forc'd the the Queen Mother, 
who had been his Benefactreſs, to fly the Kingdom, he 
©refolv the deſtruction of the two Alarillac Ss. 
This was the reaſon of his asking me ſo often, if 
had ſeen them; bur to make an effectual proof of my 
© fidelity, and withal to take off the odium from him. 


elf of apprehending the Mareſchal, who was a Man ge. 


nerally beloy'd ; he ſaid to me one day, Tou have often 
Aſſur d me that you would know'no Relations nor Friends 


 . when my Service 4 ar thy it, I. ſhall now put you to the 


rder, ſaid he, giving mea Parker, 


TJryal. Here iran 
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men are not without their failings. He told me all in a 


Countde Rochefort. 41 
to apprebend the Mareſchal de Marillac; you ſee I am 
very willing you ſhould know what it is, go carry it as 
direfted, and remember, my confidence in you merits 
very well your fidelity to me. This I'll aſſure you ex- 
treamly lext me; and taking it, My Lord, ſaid I, 
if your Eminence would be content with this proof of 
fidelity, that I know how to keep your ſecrets, I ſbou d 
have been very much oblig d to you. I do not refuſe to 
obey you in this, but ] beg you to conſider, that if you 
ſhould employ another in ſuch a Meſſage as this, againſt 
one of my neareſt Relations, I ſhould not be leſs oblig d 
to your Eminence. Go, I tell you, rerurn'd the Cardi- 
nal, and take heed I don't do as you de ſired me. | 
I had nothing left me but to obey after ſo ſeyere a 
command, tho I never got on Horſeback with ſo much 
repret, and was often tempted to go and acquaint 
Monheur de Marillac, who was at Paris, of the mis- 
fortune that was coming upon theMareſchal his Brother. 
I tancy'd the Cardinal, who was always 1g very 7 0 
in his affairs, had put this into my hands on purpoſe 
to make me run away; but at laſt, my duty carry d it 
againſt all the obligations I had to others, and I made 
ſuch haſte to ſhow my zeal for my Maſter, that 1 de- 
liver d my Packet fix hours before they imagind I 
could be there. 5 ä | 3 

The impriſonment of this great Man made noiſe 
enough, every one accus d the Cardinal of Cruelty and 
Injuſtice, ſo that daring not yet to bring things to the 
laſt extremity, he ſtopt the courſe of Juſtice for a time 
which was diſpoſed to do any thing he defired. And I 
after I had thus punctually obey'd him, thought he 


would have been generous enough to 2 „ 


interceed for him, and the more too, becauſe what I ſnhou d 
ask him would but ſhow him that I had a principle of 
Honour, more than in hopes to effect any thing, where 
there was ſo powerful an Accuſer; but Thad no ſooner 
diſcover'd my intention, but I plainly ſaw, that Great 


42 Aſemoire of the 


foot; and may ſay I was as much afraid, as if had 

been in the Trenches, or in a ſet Bartel. f 
8 durſt not come near him any more that day, but 
attending next morning at his Levee, he made as if he 
did not fee me, and ſo took no notice of me atall: As! 
had Enemies enough in the Houſe, my d ſgrace was pre- 
ſently publiſht, eſpecially becauſe one or other of 
them heard my Compliment,” and the Cardinals an- 
1wer. The Count de Soiſſons, who was an Enemy to 
the Cardinal, and had a mind to ſerve him a trick, 

made this an opportunity of offering to entertain me in 
his ſervice; bur tho hewas a Prince of the Blood, and 
propos d to me great advantages, I return'd anſwer, 
that I was too much oblig'd to the Cardinal, to think 
of changing my Maſter. Another perhaps would have 
acquainred his Eminence of this propoſal z. indeed he 
could not*endure to have any thing hid from him, 
elpecially where his ſervice is concern d, but confi- 
deting the terms I ſtood in with him, he might think, 
I fancy d, that 1 did it to ingratiate my ſelf again, ſo 


I veyer troubl'd his head with it. 


Ls Ferte, the Father of him whom we have fince 
ſeen Mareſchal of France, belong'd to this Count, but 
was a very treacherous Servant to his Maſter , for he 
was a perfect Spy upon him for the Cardinal; and 
having diſcover'd, I know not how, that I had been 
Tpoken to, the Cardinal heard of it from him, and 
from that time reckon'd me a Traytor; and lookin 
on me {till with an evil eye, he askt me one day if 
had nothing to acquaint him of? and 1 anſwer d him 
No, tbat he had lockt up my mouth by the anſwer he 
had given me. Have not I locht up your Heart tov, re 
ply'd he, /ince that, and have you not bad a mind tobe 
reveng'd of me ?. Of you, my Lord! ſaid I, ſurpriz d 
with his words (for [ fav by his air and diſcourſe, N. 
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Count de Rochefort. 43 
he had ſomething extraordinary that mov'd him) How 
is it poffible for ſuchathought to enter into my head? You 
who 12 been ſuch a Maſter, and who has made me 
what I am. I know all that well enough, reply'd he, but 
in ſhort, what buſineſs have you with the Count de Soif- 
ſors ? and what are you two plotting together ? I ſaw 
by theſe words that I was betray'd, and that nothing but 
telling the truth could ſave me: My Lord, ſaid 1, if 
I did not givs you an account of that, it was not to make 
a ſecret of it, but your Eminence having chid me, I 
thought *twas enough ta domy duty, without making my 
court to you from the merit of an anſwer to the Count 
de Soiſſons; he ſent to me indeed to entertain me in his 
ſervice z, but if thoſe whotoldyour Eminence that ſtory, 
had ah told you what return I made, 'twould have been 
Jo much to my advantage, as would effectually have re. 
228. me in your favour. I know all, ſays the Car- 
inal to me haſtily, to terrify me, and rf you would haut 
ne topardon you, you mu * s the whole matter 
freely. I ask no pardon, my Lord, ſaid I, but to do me 
Tuftice only. I told him, that I had got too good a Ma-. 
er to think of changing bim, and I will always ſay ſo, 
az long as 2 Eminence will pleaſe to accept f 
ſervice. en you have nothing elſe to ſay, returned 
the Cardinal very ſeriouſly; well, rake heed, yon will 
repent it before it be long. | SE. | | 
[ faid to him all that an innocent Man could fay-, 
but as he ſtill doubted the truth of it, he continu'd 8 
whole days without taking any noticeof me ; in which 
time he employ d Ja Ferte to diſcover how it was. La 
Ferte did all he could, but underſtanding twas one 
Mezieries had ſpoke to me, who was a Man very 
faithful to his Maſter, and from whom he had nohopes - 
to learn the ſecret, he try d if he could pump it out 
of the Prince himſelf; he told him that I was gallant 
Fellow, and behay'd my ſelf ſo at Locates, and had 
been very faithful ever fince I belong d to ibe (aidinal, 
but that the Cardinal had us d me very ill, and 1 had 


3 


rea- 


/ 


44  _ Membirs of the 1 0 
reaſon for ſome reſentment; that this was the time for 
him to gain over ſuch a man into his ſervice, who was 
worth having, and if he pleas d he would attempt it. 

The Count de Sorſſons, who was a man without artifice 
or diſguiſe, told him twould bein vain, that Megieres 
had ſpoke to me already, but there was nothing to be 

done with me. |, kr ad 

This reſtor'd me to the Cardinal's good opinion, but 

not to any capacity to relieve Mr de Marillac; on the 
=  otherhand, the Cardinal was reſolv'd to cut him off, 
= tte more to deſpight the Queen Mother, who was al- 
| ways farming Parties againſt him; and whereas the 
| 2 on which he apprebended him were too weak, 
he came upon him for falſe Muſters, a fault that every 
Captain in the Army is more or leſs guilty of. And 
= indeed what General can be ſafe, if he is anſwerable 
= for all the actions of; his Subalterns? *Twas on ſuch a 
light matter as this, that the Cardinal began the ruin 
ot ſo great a perſon; and having gotten a Court Mar- 
tial of his own Creatures, they queſtion d him on a 
ſcmouſand trifling ſtories, that, as 2 very worthy Gentle. 
man ſaid, if they had been all true, were not Crimes 
_ Tufficient to have whipt a Page; and he anſwer'd them 
Article by Article ſo readily, and ſo directly, as puzzled 
all his Judges: But the Cardinal, who ſaw them wa- 
vering, ſending them word they ſhould take heed what 
they did, the fear they had upon them of his diſplea - 
ſure made them paſs the Sentence he defired, for they 
condema'd him to have his Head cut off; which was 
executed the {ame Afternoon, in the Place de Greves, 
Knowing the nicety of his humour, I askt his Eminence, 
if he would give me leave to put my ſelf into Mourn. 
Ing ; he told me I might do what 1 would, which I 
underſtood too weil to venture upon it. 

A month or two after this, a match was propos d 
to me. which ſeem'd to be much for my intereſt; the 
Cardinal alſo was very much for it, but not for any 

"reaſon he ſaw in the thing, ſo much as for the 1 
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Count de Rochefort. 45 
he had to the Count de Soiſſons; and the Lady was 
Niece, and Heir, to the Baron de Cowper, a ſworn Ene- 
my to that Family. Indeed that Prince, who carry'd it 
very high, had ſent the Captain of his Guards one day 


do abuſe a Baron in his own houſe, on pretence that he 


had ſpoken diſhonovrably of a certain Lady whom he 
had a reſpeQ for: This occafion'd a great deal of di- 
ſturbance, all the Gentry, who thought themſelves 
toucht in ſuch an affront to a perſon of Quality, were 

ot together, an account of it being ſent to them by the 
Nad de Coupet, and they all agreed that his Dignity 
ſecured him from his reſentment ; but yet they refolyd 
that from that time forward they would univerſally 
flight him, and not one of them come into his compa- 
ny z and that whoever he was that ſhould break this a- 
greement ſhould not be lookt upon as a perſon of ho- 


nour. This reſolution was ex ly obſerv'd, and the 
0 


Prince; who had ſome friends, and ſome creatures, found 
himfelt at once abandon'd by them all ; he did all he 
could to regain the good opinion of the Nobility, but 


- 


finding thut not one of them would fo muchas ſee him, 


he ſu'd for the command of the Army; and the Ehemy 
being at that time advanc'd as far as Corbie, the Bax 
and Arrierban was to be rais d, which he thought to 
be a fit occaſion for his purpoſe. He was 'prodigions 
extravagant, keeping twelve Tables of fire and wen 


Diſhes tor all comers, careſſing every body, affe SN 
Money to ſeveral, and ſending it to others, wham he 


believ'd. in want: By which means he recover d the 
Friendſhip of moſt of them. But the Relations and 


Friends of the Baton de Conpet would never forgire 


bim, and as they breath'd out notfüng but revenge; or 
at leaſt pretended it, they caſt their Eyes upofl me, in 


8 of this Marriage, hoping by that means 


e protected by che Cardinal ; they obtain d it at 
word,” and the Cardinal told me 1 couſd det do 
l was fuürptiz dat the motion, I, that Bad nei- 
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nough to expect a Fortune, and at the ſame time mi. 
ſtruſting ſomething in the bottom; the ſad example of 
my Father made me reſolve to go fair and ſoftly: In 
the mean time I ſaw the young Lady, who was really 
very agreeable, but a little too free, for the very ſe 
cond time I ſaw her, ſhe was pleas d to tell me, that 
being already, as it were, Man and Wife, it ſhe did 
give me thoſe little liberties I might defire, I ſhould 
not confirue it to her prejudice : This was enough for 
me, I could andern the reſt, and theſe words made 
me examin her more nearly, and I fancy d ſhe Icokt a 
little big, upon which I grew cold in my Courtſhip all 
of a ſudden, It ſeems I was not deceiv'd, for it was 
even ſo; and as her Relations were much in the right 
to get her a Husband with all peed, they took it 
mighty ill that 1 ſhould draw back, inſomuch that the 
Baron de Coupet thought himſelf ſo much affronted, 
a8 to fight me; and to ruin me effectually, they poſ- 
ſeſt the Cardinal, that twas the Count de Sozfſons 
that had diſſwaded me from this match, and that! 
had taken his part ebene that they believ'd I 
had quarrell'd with their Kinſman upon that account, 
for that neither of us were to be found. They might 
well tell him this circumſtance, for twas themſelves 
who ſer us together by the ears. Nevertheleſs. the 
Cardinal believing every word of the ſtory, had pri- 
vately reſoly'd my ruin which appear d plainly enough; 
for qt my return he order d me ro be clapt up in Pri 
ſion, without hearing me ſpeak for my elt. 


2 , 
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apply d my ſelf to 4 Houdiniere, the 
his Guards, who was my Friend, and having ſent to 
beg him to come and ſee me, I told him I was a loſt 


E 


muft have prejudic'd the Cardinal againſt me, or he 
could never have been brought to ulF ſuch extremities 
with a man he had been pleasd to truſt in ſo many 
confiderable affairs 3 one of his Domeſticks, and one 


who could never have ſo offended him, as to b. * 
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Count de Rochefort. 47 
the liberty to vindicate himſelf, I begg'd him to ask 
the Cardinal what it was 1 ſtood charg d with, and it 
| was guilty, he ſhould need no Judges to give ſentence 
upon me, chat my own hand ſhould do the Office of the 
Executioner, and that I could not outlive the loſs of his 
reſence and favour. La Houdiniere promis d me all that 
deſir d, and coming to ſee me again the next day, he 
told me he had nothing but bad news to bring me; 
that the Cardinal was in ſuch a rage at me, that he 
ſwore he would have my Throat cut, that he had nou- 
riſh'd a Serpeat in his boſom ; that I had kept correſ- 
pondence with the Count de Soiſſons, at whole inſtiga- 
tion J had not only refus'd to marry the Niece of the 
Baron de Coupet, but had fought with the ſaid Baron 
to gratifie the Count. I could not forbear ſmiling at 
this Accuſation, and after having told him, that grear 
Men were miſtaken ſometimes as well as others, _ 
fired him to tell the Cardinal from me, that I would 
not only be contented to have my Throat cut, if it could 
be yrov'd J had either ſeen, or heard from the Count 
de Soifſons, fince the bulineſs he know of, but to be 
broken alive upon the Wheel; That I would not in- 
deed marry the Baron de Couper's Niece, that is, I 
would not marry a Maid with Child, and none of mp 
own getting neĩther; that ſhe was at leaſt four months 
gone, and that his Eminence did not uſe to require 


thoſe ſort, of haſeneſſes from his Servant. 
Le Houdiniere cariy'd ahis Story word for word to 
the Cardinal, - and he was perf Aly aſtoniſht when he 
underſtood this Creature was with Child; and fixin 
his Eyes pon him, without ſpeaking a word for a _ 
while, at laſt he cry d out, It poſſble aHoudiniere, 
that 1 Jhould. be taken for 4 Fooi and but theſe lutle 
Nett Gould have the Impudenceto mmpoſe. upon me 
La Hoadinicre n ever. Face. he had known 
me, he had obſery'd me io be caurious. enough, ad 
lee I pad affirin'd. it, there muſt; cercainly! be. ſoms- 


thing Id it, but that he had thought of a way for his 


Em- 
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Eminence to find out the truth, which was either to 
ſend for the Girl before him, or to order a Midwife to 
| be ſent to ſearch her. The Cardinol laught at this pro- 

poſal, bur at the ſame time ſending for the Baron 4: 

oupet, who was at liberty, tho I was in Priſon, he 
told him he ſhould have a care of telling him a lye; 
that he was upon his life; that the queſtion was, whe: 
ther his Niece was with Child or not ? Whether it was 

the Count de Soiſſons who had broke off the Match? and, 

Whether he had been any way the occaſion of our fight. 
ing ? Such a queſtion as this perplext the poor Baron, 
who would fain have avoided giving a direct anſwer; 
but the Cardinal beginning to thunder at him again, he 
threw himſelf ar his feet, and begg'd his pardon; up- 
on which, the Cardinal ſent him immediately to Priſon, 


and ſent for me out. As ſoon as I came into his pre- 


ſence, he gave me his hand to kiſs, telling me, he 
would repair the injury he had done me. l kiſt it very 


. feſpectfully, and ſubmiſſively tankt him for his good - 


neſs to me, begging him to believe, that I was wholly 
incapable of Treaſon againſt him. TE ALE | 
Being thus in fayour again, the Cardinal bid me a 
few days after go and liquor my Boots, and be ready 
for a little Journey he had for me: The deſign was to 
Bruſſels, where Madam he Chevreuſe was fied ; ſhe 
had pretended to manage the Queen Regent, and had 
made a thouſand Plots in che State, for the,Cardi- 
nal had a ſuſpicion, that ſhe ſtill correfponded with 
ſiome of the Grandees, and 1 was ir ſtrucded to diftover 
it. In the mean time: that it might not be {uſpetted, 

I was dreſt up like a Cipuchin; and to make 4 little 
Brother, that was to be my Companion, believe that 
it was really ſo, I wore the Habit feveraldaysbefore ] 
went; and beſides, I was pau to lodge at the 
Convent of the Cupucbinr, in nie Rue St Honorre, as 
© if Thad been of fome Convent in the Coulitry.” The 
Superior teceiv'd me as one of the Religious, being 
deer inlruded above 3t by Father Foſe, the Cat 


N 
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dinals Favourite; and I received alſo my orders from 
the ſame Father Zo/epb, who was a Man that minded 
other buſineſs ſometimes than telling his Beads. Thus 
| parred for Bruſſe/s, purely from a' principle of Paſ- 
five Obedience, but otherwiſe very unfit to take ſo 
long a Journey on foot; however, *twas a caſe of ne- 
ceſſity, for tear I ſhould inform rhe young Monk how 
little | was of a Capuchin. But being not able to bear 
ſuch farigues, nor us d to beg my ſubſiſtence for God's 
fake, I curſt this Voyage a thouſand times, and wiſht 
as often that I had not been ſo far engag'd in the in. 
trigue. I arriv'd after 15 days travel, and tho *twas 
thought an ill thing in the Convent, I lay a bed two 
whole days after it, for I was all cut and gall'd with 
thoſe hard Beds upon the Road, having been always us'd 
to other ſort of Lodging; and to compleat my misfor- 
tune, I was call'd upon to officiate at the Church, ſo 
that! thought the Cardinal had ſent me into Purgatory. 
During this time I ſcrap d acquaintance with ſome. 
Frenchmen that us d to come to our Convent, and ma- 
king as if I did not know a certain man I ſaw often- 
times in the Cloyſter, I askt him who it was, they told 
me it was the Marquis de Laicques, who was the very 
man I wanted. He had been Madam Chevreuſes hum- 
ble Servant a great many years, but at laſt, ſhe being 
reſolv'd to take him upon Honour, ſhe had now ex- 
chang'd the ceremony of a Gallant, for the familiari 
of a Husband, and treated him as the late Mr- de 
OGevreuſe. I was inſtructed in all this at Parit, and 
that this Gentleman was the Arch-Duke's Favourite, 
but the Cardinal's defign was to draw him off from 
the intereſts of the Arch-Duke , or if that fail'd, I was 
to order it ſo, that I might inform the Arch Duke, and 
make him jealous that his Favourite held correſpon- ' 
dence with the Cardinal. '  ' 
De Laicques, who! long'd to be talking with, gave 


unn _— 
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me a very 
me, and asking me ſevera things conceraing the Con. 
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ir opportunity, by coming directly up 10 . 
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vent; I fail'd not to lay hold on this occafion, I enter: 
tain'd him with diſcourſe, and making as if I ſpoke 
broken French, .I made my excuſe that my Mother 
was a Walloon, and that my Father had had ſeveral 
misfortunes, and receivd ſome wrongs, and the like: 
He was ry much pleaſed with my diſcourſe, and 

en into our Convent to ſee me; till now, 
I durſt not diſcover my ſelf not to be a Capuchin, but 
he prevented me of his own accord, by asking me if! 
would venture to carry ſome Letters of conſequence 


into France ? I told him I ſhould be- glad to ſerve 


him, but in this caſe the danger was ſo great I durſt 
not; he did what he could to encourage me, but [ 


always excusd my ſelf, that he might be the more 
_ eager, and withal to avoid all manner of ſuſpicion ; 


he preſt me again, telling me I ſhould do a ſervice to 
my Country, for which T had expreſt ſo much incli- 
nation, that is to ſay, on account of my Mother, who 
T had told em was a Fleming. I till made excuſes, and 
to colour them the more, told him, that it I ſhould 
promiſe him to do it, it was not in my 22 being 

100 of Governours; and beſides, what 
pretenſions could I make for going to France, which 
they all knew I hated. This was the very argument 
he watcht for; he told me then, if that was all the 
difficulty, they wouldremove it without giving me any 


- trouble, that I had nothing to do but to give them my 


word, and he would take care of I re 
It was a long time before I could be 
ſeeming then to be prevail d with by his importunity, 
they ſpoke to the Superior, who being alſo ſollicited 
by the Arch-Duke himſelf, could not refuſe it; it was 


teſolvd then, that I ſhould pretend to £0 and drink 
tte Waters at Forges, and that 1 ſhould ſend notic 
the perſons they would write to, to fetch their Letter 


d notice to 


there; in the mean time, they gave mea Brother of the 
Habit to go with me, and away we went to Forges z 


when we came about half way thither, I metaCourrier 


Which 


perſwaded, and 


8 2 2 2 
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which I had writ to the Cardinal to ſend me, to wuom 
I deliver d the Pacquet I receiv'd from de Laicgques. 
The Cardinal, after he had taken an account of the 
contents, ſeal'd it up again very exactly, return d it 
to me, and commanded me to give notice to the per- 
ſon for whom it was directed, that I was come; this 
was one Ia Pierre an Advocate, who liv'd in a blind 
Alley near the Place Maubert. He left Paris allo at 
the ſame time to meet me there, but before I ſaw him, [ 
had a man ready to watch him, that we-might know 
whither he went. He miſtruſting nothing, at his re- 
turn to Paris, went directly to the Count de Chalais, 
Grand Maſter of the Wardrabe, which was ſufficient 
to make us conclude, that the Pacquet was for him; 
and what was more, it was alfo diſcoverd, that this 
la Pierre had been one of his Domeſticks; but we 
needed none of theſe remote circumſtances, for the 
Count de Chalais wrote an anſwer himſelf, wien - 
having ſent to the Cardinal, his Eminence knew it 
immediately to be his own hand; he was very much 
ſurpriz d at the contents, where they talkt of taking 
off the King, 5 Queen to the Duke of Or. 
leans, and for himſelf, his death ſhould finiſh the 
Tragedy, to make way for the ſucceſs of the Conſpira- 
cy.” This was but too much to bring Chalazs to the 
Block, and the King would have had him apprehend- 
ed immediately, bur the Cardinal being willing to 
diſcover all the Conſpirators, prevail d with the King 
to delay it, on condition they ſhould: keep a ſtrift eye 
upon him, leſt he ſhould get away: In the mean time, 
to draw him from Paris, they made a pretence to take 
a progreſs into Bretagne, and I return d with my diſ- 
tches ro Bruſſels. The Count de Chalais, who was 
enough from the leaſt ſuſpicion of the misfortune. 
which attended him, had ſent into Spaia, purſuant to 
the concert of matters in the Letters deliver d him by 
la Pierre, which was to finiſh the Treaty they had be. 
gun at Bruſſels, and which the King of Spain had 255 
JJC SC Scn5,00 Bey . 
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been inform'd by an Expreſs from the Queen, who had 
4 hand in the Conſpiracy, that is, ſo far as it concern'd 
the Deſtruction of the Cardinal, whom ſhe hated, but 
of all the reſt ſhe was innocent; and was ſo far from 
the thoughts of marry ing the Duke of Orleans, that 
ſhe did all ſhe could to marry him to her Sifter the 


Infanta of Spain. The King of Spain granted Cha/ais 


all that he defir'd, but he had no further enjoyment of 
it but in hopes, for his Courrier was ſeiz d upon at his 
return, and the Cardinal having now ſufficient to con- 
viet him, delay'd no longer his Execution. 

When this happen'd I was at Bruſſe/s, and knowing 
well enough what a hand I had in ir, I was not without 
ſome apprehenſions of being ſervd in the ſame kind, 
if I ſhould chance to be diſcover d; and any body may 
Judge how it far d with me in the Convent, where J 
receiv'd from time to time my orders from the Cardinal. 
The Marquis de Laicques was ſtill very intimate with 
me, but told me not a word of what his intrigue had 


come to, being loth to diſcourage me, by telling me 


of the ill ſucceſs of their contrivances ; for he had a 
defign of making further uſe of me about a young La- 


dy, whom he often ſpoke to me of, and expreſt an 


extraordinary kindneſs for: if I had not in appearance 
embarkt my ſelf ſo far in the Spaniſh intereſt, it 
would have been a fair opportunity to have ſpoken 


to him about reconciling himſelf to the Cardinal, but 


durſt not do it, confidering what had happen'd, for 
*rwoula have been too plain a diſcovery that I had a 


mind to deceive him. To ſpeak of it to Madam De 


Chevreuſe. or her Gallant, was to.expoſe my ſelf alſo 
to an apparent danger, for they did nothing without 
one another; ſo finding I could not be any more ſer- 
viceable in thoſe parts, I earneſtly ſollicited the Car- 


dinal to be recall d; but he knowing that moſt of the 
©... Grandees were diſcontented, and expecting Boy would 
All have their recourſe to the SHaniſh Court, obli 

to continue there, that I might, if poſſible, diſcover it. 


gd me 
Ti 
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I liv'd therefore in this faſhion two whole years, 
tho I curſt my Employment a thouſand times a day: 
Here I was forc'd always to play the Hypocrite, and 
to talk in diſguiſe, a Profeſſion very unpleaſant to me; 
here I was forc'd to go a begging, work in the Garden, 
and to go with many a hungry Belly: I often reflected 
upon my leaving Monſieur de Sr Aunait, to come to 

ourt ; it would not have been long before I ſhould 
have been a' Captain there, and now I knew neither 
what J was, nor what I was like to be; but that which 


troubl d me moſt was, that I heard frequent conſulta- 


tions about the Wars, the'thing my inclinations led me 
moſt to, which made my preſent condition the more 
intolerable. 8 

In the mean time, I went frequently to Monſieur de 
e ws and was as well known there and at Madam 
de Chevreuſe's as [ was at the Cardinals: One day as 
] was coming out of the door, there came two or three 
Gentlemen, and one of them ſtopping to look full at 
me, In good faith *tis Rochefort wo ſaid he to 
thoſe with him, I am very certain of it. I no ſooner 
heard my name, but without looking behind me, be. 
gan to mend my pace, and turn'd down the next ſtreet 
| came at, where, having my Begging Wallet at my 
back, I threw in at a door, and going directly to'a 
Brokers, I whiſper'd him in the Ear, and told him, that 
if he would ſell me a Suit of Clothes, I would give 
him his own price; for I always had a ſmall Purſe 
about me; which was well provided, and in that I 
only differ'd from a Capuchin: The fight of my Money 


conquer'd the Conſcience of the Broker, who for. a 


ſhare of my Gold made no ſcrup le to aſſiſt a Capuchin 
to make his eſcape; for he verily believ'd that I was on- 
ly a Monk that had a mind to caſt my Frock, upon which 
account the Rogue askt me three times the value of 
the things. I pitcht upon a Suit of Clothes of the Spa- 
niſb mode, and he provided me with a Shirt and on 
vat, and went out to = me a Perriwig, a Sword, 
7 3 and 


— 


8 Memoirs of the 
and a pair of Boots, which compleated my accoutre. 
ments. In this Equipage I hir d Poſt-horſes, and ri. 
ding on hetore the Poſt boy, I got out of Town as faſt 
as poſſible 3 Fear gave me wings, and Hope gave me 
new vigout and lite beyond what I ever experienc'd be- 
fore; and tho for not having been ofien on Horſeback [ 
could nat bear it ſo well, yet I rid at ſuch a rate that I left 
the Poſt boy to come after me; I never ſtopt till I got 
out of Flanders, where by this time they were making 
ſearch for me, for that perſon who knew me again, 
happen'd to be the late Count de Chalars's Gentleman, 
who was come to ſhelter himſelf at Bruſſe/s; not that 
he was concern d in the deſign with his Malter, but 
Tearing 0 be apprehended on ſuſpicion, he choſe to 
abſent himſelf for a while; he knew me, as we ſay, as 


Well as a ar knows his Diſh; and being ſurpriz d 


to ſee me ſo ſtrangely diſguis d, he would have run 
after me, to ask me how long I had been a Capuchen, 
who was never ſuſpected to have any inclination to 
turn religious; but ſeeing that I, as it were, run from 
him, he began to doubt there was ſome Roguery in 
the caſe, and knowing well enough that I belong d to 
the Cardinal, he thought bicaſelf oblig'd to tell this 
Adventure to the Marquis de Laicgues. The Marquis 
told him he was mad, but he, who knew. well enough 
what he faid, juſtify'd it with ſo much affurance, that 
the Marquis de Laicques run immediately to the Con- 
vent, expecting to find me, where, being told that 
I was not yer come in, but they ſuppos'd + would not 
be long, he ask d to ſpeak with the Superior, and told 


him, that as ſoon as I ſhould ſet my foot on the Con. 
vent he ſhould be anſwerable for my forthcoming; 
and that in the mean time he was going to acquaint the 
Arch · Duke of ſomething that concern d the State. In 


ſhort, going to the Arch Duke with the Count de Cha- 
laiss Gentleman, he ſurpriz d him alſo with the re- 


lation of this accident; he ſent the Captain of his 


Guards to confirm the order from him, which the Mar- 


qu 1$ 


Count de Rochefort. 53 
quis de Loicgues had given to the N and to 
make all ſure, caus d the Gates of the Town to be ſhut, 
that I ſhould not be able to make my eſcape. _ 
He madeftriQt ſearch after me, and my diſguiſe being 
ſo well order'd, that no body perceiv'd me; they all per- 
ſwaded the Arch-Duke that I was ftill in the City: 
Theſe delays were my ſecurity, and they found at night 
ſeeing I did not come home, that I had miſtrul 
ſomething, bur ſtill they fancy d I was hid ſomewhere 
in the Town, and ſo they ſent out a Proclamation for 
apprehending me, with a great Penalty to any that 
ſhould conceal me; but finding nothing come of it, 
they purſu'd me when twas too late. 1 
The Cardinal was very much ſurpriz'd when he ſaw 
me, eſpecially returning without his order, and mirs 
ſing I came away only becauſe 1 was weary of my Em. 
loyment, he began to chide me in a furious manner; 
t when J told him che danger I had been in, and how 
narrowly I eſcap'd,he chang d his language, and told me 
I had done very well; and he himſelf alittle after gave 
me an account of the particulars 1 have related, and of 
the trouble the Arch-Dukc was in, that he could not 
find me out; and he told me alſo, that my Companion 
was clapt up in Priſon, and was ſtill there, and hebe- 
liev'd was not like to get out, till they had put him 2 
the Torture. 1 | | 4 
I found at my arrival ſeveral changes at Court; the 
Marquis d' Humiers, Father of him who is now Gover- 
nour of the new Conqueſts in Flanders, and Mareſchal 
of France, had receiv'd orders to quit his place of firſt 
Gentleman of the Bed-chamber, and came every day to 
ſollicit the Cardinal to endeavour the recovery of it; 
but the Cardina] told him, he muſt addreſs himſelf ro 
the King, from whoſe mouth he had receiv'd the ſen- 
tence. His diſgrace was occafion'd by a very flight 
matter, and he had the ſatisfaQion at leaſt, that it was 
not from any default of his: He was red hair'd, and 
Perriwigs were nor ſo * wore in thoſe ne +4 
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fore he knowing that the King hated the fight, comb d 
his Hair with aLeaden Comb made of black Lead, which 
colour'd his Hair as if it had been dy'd, ſo that the King 
knew nothing but that *twas naturally black: till one 
day, as they were a Hunting, there fell ſo much Rain 
that waſn d out the artificial colour, and diſcover'd the 


cheat; this was enough for the King to command 


him, as I mentioned, to lay down his Office; and all 


the Friends he could make, could not prevail with the 
King to re- admit him, Yo MTS! 4 


I receiv'd a great deal of kindneſs from the Cardi- 
nal, after I had ſhown him the neceſſity there was for 
my return; but whether it was that he lov'd to have 
me always about him, or that he intended me no pre- 


ferment, he contented himſelf with gratifying me from 
time to time, without thinking of any ſettlement for 
me: I had 2000 Leis d Ors given me at my return, 


which was a conſideration noble enough, but I was 


not of a humour to be rich, and therefore laid up ne'r 


a Groat: For I livd ſo extravagantly, that if 1 had 
had a hundred thouſand Crowns per annum, I ſhould 
have ballanc'd the account at the years end; I knew 
well enough 'twas a fooliſh way, yet I could not tell 
how to help it. That I might therefore have ſome- 
what to truſt to, I askt the Cardinal to beſtow upon 


me a Company in the Guards, there happening a va- 
cancy at that time; but he told me I knew not what! 
asxkt, for there was ne'r a Captain in the Guards but 


would change Poſts with me; and beſides, that he had 
ſomewhat for me to do. Now was I to think my ſelf 
oblig'd, and to thank him for the favour of his refuſal, 


tho 1 did not think it ſuch an obligation, as he was 
pleas d to account it: However, he gave me another 


Abbey of fix thouſand Livres per annum, and I be- 
ftow'd it upon one of my Brothers, at the very time 
when my Mother-in law was telling every body, that 


J had no intereſt in the Cardinal, and that he had ſo 


little value for me, that I had laintwo years in 1 
* 


* 
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She meant my Journey to Bruſſels, when ſhe talkt 

thus, which ſhe underſtood nothing of, but tho Iheard 
this from ſeveral, yer ir did nothinder me from doing 
what I thought my duty; there was a great many in 
his condition who would have thankt me for this; but 
when I came to propoſe, that ſhe ſhould give me a 
little conſideration, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, ſhe flew 
out againſt me like a mad Woman; ſhe not only made 
a noiſe of the difference I had made between my Bro- 
ther and the Curate, whoſe Benefice I had given him 
gratis, but that I made my Brother pay more than 
was worth; ſo away ſhe goes to Orleans, to conſult 
the Caſuiſts, makes it a Caſe of Conſcience, and de- 
fires to be inform'd, if ſhe ſhould not be guilty of 
Symony, in accepting this Abbey for her Son. - 

All this did not hinder me from doing my endeavour 
for another of her Sons, knowing the eldeſt of them 
did but loſe his time in a Country Village: I got him in- 
to the Academy, where. paid for his Entertainment, 
and at laſt brought him to the Cardinal, and askt him 
how he would pleaſe to have me diſpoſe of him. My. 
defign was to enter him among the Grand Muſqueteers, 
bur knowing that the Cardinal was not very well 
with Treuille who commanded them, I would not 
do it without acquainting him with it; I found I 
took the beſt way too, for he told me, I ſhould have a 
care of doing ſo, and ſhould rather let him carry a Muf- 
quet in ſome other Regiment; upon which I plac'd him 
in the Guards, and in about fix months time the Car- 
dinal procur'd me a Colours for him, and he told me, 
when he gave it me, that I might ſee what difference 
he made between thoſe who were in his favour and 
others, for to thoſe he gave leave to ſerve him if they _ 
pleaſed, but theſe he took care to bind to him by ob- 
igations beyond their merit. . 

Theſe things ſtopt the mouth of my Mother. in-law 
for the preſent, and ſhe was indeed afraid toreflect upon 
me openly, for fear people ſhould throw ſtones * ; 

bob My ME, ut 


Fe Children. Tis true, I Knew 
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bur my Brother being unhappily kill'd in the firft Cam. 
paign he made, at the 1 of a Town in Flanders, 
the began to open louder than before, telling about, 
that ſhe knew better than others; that I had made 
away my Brother, that I might get the Eſtate, and 
that *twas:for the ſame deſign f had gotten two more 
of her Ch Idten to Paris, where I had put them into 
the Academy, and if I had indeed gotten a Benefice 
for another, twas only that he might be obliged not 
to marry. Every one advis'd me to let her alone for a 
mad Woman, if I may ſo call her, and do no more 
for them; but what I did being for my own ſake more 
than hers; I never let the Cardinal reſt, till he had 
given me the Colours my Brother left, who was kill'd, 
to the eldeſt of the two that were in the Academy: 
In the mean time, when he came to march, 1 was fain 
to be at the charge of all his Equipages fo that I = 
truly ſay, that J had the trouble and charge of Chil- 
dren, without having had the pleaſure of getting em. 
Theſe things, together with my extravagant humour, 
empry'd my Stock, which made me often tell the Car- 
\- dinal in jeſt, that I was a Basket without a bottom, 
bur that he was like to pay for it all. So whenever 
I was out of Pocket, I would come to him, and cry, 
Good my Lord, have pity a poor Father, who bas 
ay time when twas fit 


to take theſe ſort of con ger took him when 
Ie was im a humour ro laugh, and he ſeldom. deny'd 
me auy thing; in ſhort, I got about fifteen thouſand 
Livres à year of him in this manner, op Jour with 
another; befides the two Abbeys, and the two Enfigns 
in the Guards; he plac'd alſd one of my Siſters in the 
 Nunnery de Monmartrc, without coſting mea farthing; 
all Which made me lookt upon to be not a little in his 

_ favour, and yet I was ſtill very much diſcontènted with 
— 4 22 for twas a daily mortification to me to 
think that 1 had nothing certain, and if the Cardinal 
ſhould dye, I knew not whete to hide my head. He 
750 | | | _ 
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was about this time building the Sorbonne, and wait- 
ing on him once thither, My Lord, ſaid I, Imigbt 
but one time or other come to have a Chamber here, 
with a Docfors allowance, I. ſhould think my ſelf a very 
happy Fellow. Thow art never — laid he, 2h 
coſteſt me more than any four of my Servams, and yet 
thou art always grumbling. rage my Lord, ſaid © 
I, but I am young now, and am afraid of wanting when 
I grow old. Why art thou ſuch an ill Husband then? 
reply'd he. Ah, my Lord, return'd I, your Emine ner 
knows very well what a charge of Children I have, and 
that I never ast you till Jam in great neceſſity, und 
that notwithſtanding all your bounty, I haue not 4 
aforehand.. I know your meaning, ſaid he, you u, 
ave Fare W. 1 on you in caſe 1 ſhould dye; well, 
T will think of it, I thankt him very heartily, for 
thoſe words comforted me exceedingly ; *twas above a 
fortnight after this, before his Eminence took any more 
notice of it; and thinking it not proper to importune 
himevery day, I gave my attendance co y with- 
out ſpeaking a word more to him of it; but at laſt he 
took me into his Cloſet, and opening a little Cabinet, 
Thou as Reſt me, ſaid he, for 1 and ti but. 
reaſonable thox ſhouldſt have it; ſo pulling outa ſmall 
Parchment ty d with little Ribbons, he put it into my 
hands. Here, ſaid he, there 1s a thouſand Crowns 4 
year upon the Bank of Lions, I think thou art ſo ili a 
Hasband that thou art not fit to be truſted with it, but 
as 14 comes in annually. /A 
You may eafily gueſs how overjoy'd 1 was at this 
noble Preſent; I was better pleas'd with it than if he 
nad ęiven me twenty thouſand Crowns; for, in | 
I knew my own humour, and was not ignorant, tho 1 
could not help it, that I was not capable of laying up 
apenny, This created me a great deal of envy in the 
Family, when it was known how generous his Emi- 
nence had been to me; and the other Servants mutter d 
at it, that all the kindneſs wasſhown to the new 1 
TR. | while 
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ſeeing the Fellow upon his guard, he blew his Horn, 
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while the old ſtanders were neglected; but all this was 
nothing to the nciſe and outcries of my Mother. in- law: 


She told about, that it was in vain to think to throw 


duſt in her Eyes, that my ill nature would appear too 
plain, whatever diſguſe I put on; but that it had never 
tter than on this occaſion, when I pretended 
iv'd a Preſent from the Cardinal, to colour 


to have 


my deſign of cheating my lawful Heirs : That I had 


put the Money into the Bank my ſelf, and that ſo con- 
ceal'd whatever I got with the ſame deſign. My Father 


coming up to Paris, I complain d to him of this con- 


duct of hers; but he, poor Man, was ſo weak, and ſo 


cod by his Wife, that *twas to no more purpoſe to 


ſpeak to him, than to run ones head againſt the Wall. 
We were very much at Rye/, where the Cardinal 
had a moſt delicious Seat, and it being a very fine Coun- 
try for Sport, which Lextreamly lov'd, I never thought 
the time long we ſpent there. There was one Beau 
mont, who they nick: nam d the Dragon, the Captain 
of Sr Germain, and we being intimate Friends, he us'd 
to call me out often to Hunt with him; and one day 
among the reſt, having run down a Deer in the Foreſt, 
after: the Sport was over, he would needs have me 
with him to ſee a piece of Gallantry that he kept at a 
By-houſe out of the Road ; I excus d my ſelf for that 


time, and having left him, he went all alone, without 


ſo much as a Valet; as he came back, he meets a Coun. 
try Gentleman's man with a Fuſee on his Shoulder, and 
having askt him, if he did not know that that was 
forbidden? The Fellow ſeeing him all alone, an 
ſwerd, Ves that he did, but he had a mind to kill a 
Hare, and what then? Beaumont, a little ſtirr'd with 
this anſwer, askt him if he knew who he ſpoke to. Know 
you ? ſaid the en pai ph Tes very well, you are 
marks plain enough; anybody may know you. Beaumont 
you muſtunderſtandh:d but one Eye, and therefore was 
touchr to the quick with this impudent anſwer ; but 


that 
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that if any body had been near him, they might come 
to his aſſiſtance; upon which the Fellow, who was no 
Fool, retir'd immediately, and got away ſafe to his 
Maſter's houſe, where I happen d to he juſt at that time. 
He told us not a word of what had happen d to him; 
if he had, we could have made it up at firſt with a 
word ſpeaking, but as we were at Table, and he newly 

one down into the Kitchin, we heard a noiſe in the 

qurt, which made usriſe to ſee what was the matter: 


] was ſurpriz d as well as the Maſter of the Houſe, to 


ſee the Yard full of Blue Coats, being a party of the 
Guards that Beaumont had ſent. The Fellow ignorantly 
came out to them himſelf, and askt them their bufineſs, 
who not knowing his Face, enquir'd for him by his own 
name, which was enough to tell him their errand :. So 
he took no notice at all, but told them, he would go 
and call him. Inſtead of which, he went and laid him- 
ſelf all along.upon a Beam, which was but that morn- 
ing put up in a Houſe his Maſter was building, and he 
lay ſo that 'twas impoſhble to ſee him; in the mean 
time, the Gentleman taking this for an affront, that 


theſe men ſhould come thus into his Houſe, was 2 
opt 


going to diſcharge his Fuſee at them, if I had not 
him gravely, by telling him, that the leſs paſſion, the 
leſs miſchief always, and ſtepping up to the Guards, 


who all knew me, I askt them what was the matter, 


they told me the whole ſtory as I have related it; ſo ha- 
ving deſir d them not to preſs into the Houſe, till I 
came to them again, I went and told the Maſter, and 
propos d that he would let one of his Guards go in with 
me, to convince them that the Servant was not in the 
Houſe. I had a great deal of difficulty to bring him to 
this, but having told him the conſequences of a refu- 


ſal, he was prevail'd on; in the mean time, the Guards 


having beſet the Houſe, ſo that they were ſure he could 
no way eſcape, they were for ſearching every corner, 
and there was not a nook or hole but they pry d 
into; but finding twas all in vain, and the Fellow 
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was not to be found, they concluded nothing leſs, 


than that he was beholding to the Devil to convey him 


away. The Gentleman knew no more what was be. 


come of him than they, till a good while afier they 
were all gone, and the Coaſt clear, that he ſaw him 
come creeping down from the beam. | 


When the Fellow underſtood the danger he had N 


in, he did not think it convenient to truſt himſelf any 
longer there, but askt leave of his Maſter to go home 


to his Friends, who-liv'd 10 or 12 Leagues beyond Ea. 
71s; when he came home he found his Father fick of a 
violent Feaver, but expreffing a great deal of joy to ſee 
his Son before his death. The old man being poor, 
was but meanly lookr after in his illneſs, and being as 
it were left all alone, he calld his Son to give him ſme 
drink, which the Fellow did once or twice, but the 
old man calling very often, and he being too lazy to 
attend him, he brings the Pitcher, and ſetting it by 


him, bid him help himſel? this was a heart-breaking 


to the poor dying man, and reproaching him for his 


- unnatural behaviour, this Raſcal takes up the Pitcher, 
and pours it all upon his Father, telling him he 


might drink his Belly full it he was fo thirſty. 

After ſo barbarous an action, he runs away to Paris, 
and going the next day to the Palace, he kt be- 
fore he was aware at the Prefident Seguiers, which 
rudeneſs put the Preſident into ſuch a paſiion; that he 
order d his Officers to put him in -Priſon, and it being 
thecuſtom to examine ſuch as are committed for any 


inſolences in the Streets, they began to ask him the 
uſual queſtions in ſuch caſes, when finding him faul- 
tring in his diſcourſe, and giving but à lame ac- 


count of himſelf ; whether he had a hanging look, or 


which is moſt likely, the vengeance of Heaven pur- 
ſu'd him for the horrid crime he had committed, the 
Judges order'd enquiry to be made at the Town where 
he ſaid he was born; the Officer who was ſent found 
his Father dead, but he had told ſo many people — 

| . ; : - . the 
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the inhumane action of his Son, that the whole Town 
came in againſt him. The Officer having made this re- 
port, and due proceedings being made thereon, they 
ſeatenc'd him to be hang d; he confeſs d at the Gallows 
ſeveral unheard of Crimes, which had they been known ' 
before,he would have been broke aliveupon the W heel. 
This was without doubt a good leffon to all thoſe 
who flatter themſelves with hopes of eſcaping Divine 
Vengeance, which tho it had permitted this man to go 
unpuniſh'd for many great Crimes, brought him at laſk 
to publick ſhame for a trifle. 
had, as I ſaid, obtain'd an Enſign in the Guards 
for my Brother, who had been at two or three Sieges 
which had been made that Campaign; and the Cardinal 
being deſirous to know how he had behav'd himſelf, 
enquir'd of the Mareſchal de Grammont, who came 
one morning to make his Court to him; the Valet, 
who was in waiting at that time, told me of ir, and 
that the Mareſchal made anſwer, that he was a very 
brick young fellow. I took my meaſures from this 
to do ſomething yet better for him, bur being aſham'd 
to be always asking, I went this way to work: We had 
et a Brother whom the Cardinal had not ſeen, who 
_ now to be of an Age fit to go into the Army, and 
was a very compleat young Lad; I preſented him to 
the Cardinal, and askt him, as Ius d to do of the 
others, how his Eminence pleas'd I ſhould diſpoſe of 
him? The Cardinal, charm'd with the fight of him, 
told me, I ought to be very well ſatisfy'd to have a 
Brother of his ſhape and mein. My Lord, ſaid I, at 
the ſame time, an Enſign of the Guards would ſit very 
well on ſuch a Gentleman as be is like to make, and a © 
Lieutenancy on his Brother; and ſince it happens that 
there is ſuch a Vacancy now in the ſame Company, \if 
your Eminence would pleaſe to beflow it on him, I would 
ſay, Idurſt, that be will not be wanting in his Duty 
or Courage for the K ng s Service, when there ſhall be 
co 
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and then return d upon me, Du have a mind to bring 
me and Monsieur d Eſpernon together by the Ears , 


don t you know he will let no body encroach upon his 


Office, and that Yother day he would needs eee 
ompa 
which belong'd to him. My Lord alt 
I, ſmiling, if be quarrels with your Eminence, here is 
three Brothers of i will be your Seconds; and the 
reſt, as they grow up ſhall all engage on your fide. 
Thou ſpeakeſt fair, ſays the Cardinal, but go to hin 


from me, and tell bim, he will oblige me in gratifyins 
you. I did not fail to return him thanks for ſo confi. 


derable a favour, and going immediately to Monſieur 
q Eſpernon, he was pleas'd to tell me, that I needed 
not his Eminence's Recommendation for ſo ſmall a 
matter, which 1 ſhould have commanded from him at 
a word from my ſelf. 


CTertainly the bounty of my Maſter, the Cardinal, 


was without example, and all my trouble was, that I 
was not able to make any ſuitable retutn for ſo many 
obligations; I ſought however, as much as it was pol: 
ſible, for opportunities io expteſs my gratitudez and 
being one day drinking with ſeveral Gentlemen, one 
of them, that was an Eng/iſh-man, began to reflect 
upon the Cardinal, whether it was that the Wine was 
gotten into his head, and fo he talkt he knew not 


what, or that he had ſome private malice againſt him, 


I know nor, but I deſir' d him very civilly to ſpeak in 
other language of my Maſter, unleſs he reſolv'd to 
diſoblige me; but he talking the more reproachfully 
for my taking notice of it, I loſt all patience at that, 
and raking up a Plate I threw it at his head; he was 


N or drawing out his Sword, but I was ready 


r him, ſo he loſt his deſign, which was to have 


ſurpriz d me before I could have drawn; our Friends 
ſtepping in, prevented our aghting for that time, and 


endeavour d to reconcile us, but it was impoſſible to 


bring him to any thing, for going out he made a mo- 
tion 
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tion to me to wait upon him. Every one of the com- 
pany offer d me their ſervice, but I thankt them, and 
told them I ſaw no occaſion to fear, however two of 
them would not leave me till they ſaw me at my 
Lodgings ; that if we had met him, who had alſo two 
friends, who went out with him, we might have 
been upon equal terms, but we ſaw no body, tho we 
went the direct way on purpoſe. _ $ | 

The next morning before I was up, my Valet de 
Chambre came and told me, there was one wanted to. 
ſpeak with me ; I preſently imagin'd it was from the 
Gentleman, and bid him let him in, and deſir d him 
to fit down by my Bed fide. I knew him immediately 
to be one of thoſe two perſons that went out with 
him, ſo making a ſign to him to ſay nothing of his 
buſineſs, till 1 had ſent my man out of the way, I held 
him in diſcourſe of one thing or another, as if we had 
been very well acquainted, till I madean errand to ſend 
amay my man, and then he made me his compliment, 
which was thus, That I had affronted his Friend, who 
was a Perſon of Quality, and that nothing but my Life 
could repair the injury I had offer'd him: That he 
waited for me with one of his friends, not reckoning. 
himſelf, ſo that I muſt bring two of mine along wi 
me to enrertain them. : 

There was nothing in all his compliment which 
troubled me, bur that I ſhould involve any body in my 
quarrel; I could not tell who to think on a good while, 
but immediately recollecting that T had two Brothers, 
who had ſome right to the quarrel, as having ſo greatly 
ſhard of the Cardinals bounty, I reſolv'd to ſeek no 
further; ſo-I ſent for them, and taking them with me 
towards the Bois de Boulogne, which was the place ap- 
pointed, where we found our Adverſaries ready, we 
immediately drew and fell to it. My younger Bro- 
ther was wounded the firſt paſs, and tho it was a very 
dangerous thruſt, yer he at the ſame time diſarm'd and 
wounded his man; I had n ſame with mine, and 
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going together to aſſiſt our eldeſt Brother, his Adverſa. 
ry at that very moment made a Paſs through his Body, 
with which he fell dead at his feet: This was a fight 
enough to have mov'd any Brother to revenge; beſides 
the blood which flow'd from his wound who was left, 
had arguments in it to urge me torefuſe him quarter; 
but he begging his life upon our preſſing him v hard, i 
Toner it would not be for our Honour to refuſe him. 
We brought off three Swords, a ſmall _ com: 
par d to the loſs of our Brother, whom we left dead 
upon the ſpot ; and this was not all, for the wound my 
younger Brother receiv'd, having pierc'd-his Vitals, tho 
the ſtrength of his conſtitution maſter'd it for ſome 
days, I was aſtoniſnt to ſee him give up the Ghoſt in 
arms; I was never ſo griev'd in my life, feeing my 
re the cauſeof the ruin of two hopeful youths, whom 
1 had, as it were, led to be ſlaughtered on my account: 
*Tis eaſy to be imagin'd the clamour of my Mother. in. 
law at this news, ſhe ſaid againſt me all that rage and 
fury could put into her mouth, which I knew not what 
t fay to, only that if I had known what would have 

happen'd, I ſhould have been more cautious of affliftin 
her. I might have ſaid ſomething more for my juſtih- 
cation, but I thought *rwas more _ to let others 
ſpeak for me, and I flatter'd my ſelf that there was 
none but were ſenſible of the innocence of my intenti- 
on ; but among all theſe troubles,which werenot ſmall, 
| you will ſay, I had yet another which rackt me night 
and day, for tho the Cardinals Honour had been the 
cauſe of quarrel, yet Duelling being ſo ſtrictly forbid. 
den, he would not ſee me, and I was obligd to abſcond 
as if I had been a Murtherer ; they told meat the ſame 
time, that he had order d ſearch tobe made for me, in 
order to deliver me over to the Judges, and that he had 
ſent for the Procurator General about it. La Houdi- 
niere, who was always my Friend, was the firſt that ad- 
vis'd me to keep out of the way, telling me the Cardi- 
nal was in ſuch paſſion that he durſt not expoſe _ 
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ſelf to ſpeak in my behalf; I durſt not defire him to 
do it neither, for fear his Eminence ſhould ſuſpe& he 
had ſeen me, and I thought he would be more ſervice- 
able to me, if without taking notice of any thing, he 
ſhould endeavour to ſound the intention of the Candi. 
nal. Things continu'd thus three months, which was 
| 2 long while for a man to lye incognito, and if I had 
any Enemies, this was their time to ruin me, and tis 
impoſſible to reckon how many ſtories they told of me 
to the Cardinal. 75 
The Count de Maulevriere of Normandy, was one 
of theſe, tho I had laid ſeveral obligations on him, and 
therefore always lookt upon him as my Friend; for 
twas thro my means that he got to be an Enfign in the 
Guards, which he had beed retus'd ; and fince chat I had 
introduc d him to the Count de Harcourt to go with him 
to the Army; and I may truly ſay, that heſhow'd him 
a great deal of favour on my account. This Man, who 
was of a Family of the long Robe, and ſuch a one as 
there were a thouſand better in that Province, was al- 
ways cracking, and valuing himſelf upon his Nobility, 
in ſuch a manner, that to hear him one would not 
queſtion but he could derive his Pedigree from St Leu. 
is : J had told him my opinion of this fooliſh way of 
his a little freely, which, he pretended to rake very 
friendly ; but my diſgrace coming upon this, he prov'd 
the greateſt Enemy TI had; in ſhorr, I was told by ſe- 
veral, that he never had an opportunity to diſcourſe 
with the Cardinal, but he us'd it to my diſadvantage; 
which I reſented ſo ill, that though 1 was reduc'd to 
this condition for fighting, I deſir d to be at liberty for 
nothing more than to demand ſatisfaction of him. Ls 
Houdiniere was one of thoſe that gave me an account of 
this, and coming to ſee me one day, told me, I ſhould 
lay afide all thoſe thoughts, for the Cardinal himſelf 
had ſufficienily reveng'd me of this Norman. I no 
ſooner heard that word, but I was impa ient to know 
the Hiſtory of it, which was thus. That he being 
: D 1 co ne 
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come to his Eminence, and beginning to reflect upon 
me as he us' d to do, the Cardinal told him, twas the 
Trick of a Raſcal to abuſe one who was abſent, and 
could not anſwer for himſelf; that he had known me 
longer than he had done, but that it was not my pra- 
ctice to ſpeak ill of any body; that I was a Fal ow 
who had behav'd my ſelf well, but was no boaſter of 
my own Actions, and that perhaps my Misfortunes 
would nor laſt always. I could not believe this was a 
diſcourſe likely to come from the Man that proſecuted 
me; however, I took it as a gocd Omen, and it en- 
courag d me to have patience, till time ſhould produce 
ſomething to my adyantage. ; 1 

| ?Twas à whole month before I had the leaſt reaſon 
to hope, but at laſt, when I began to deſpair, La Hou. 
diniere came to me from the Cardinal, to tell me, that 
I ſhould ſurrender my ſelf to Priſon, and fear nothing; 
he told' me alſo, that his Eminence askt very kindly 
after me, telling him, that he knew him to be my con- 
fant Friend; and further ſays La Houdiniere, I an 
miſtaken if you haue not as great a ſhare in the Cardi. 
nals favour as ever. : „ 

I need not ſay, that I was very ſenſible of the kind. 
neſs he expreſt, and that I deſired La Houdiniere to af. 
ſure his Eminence, that I had all imaginable ſence of 
his goodneſs; ſo I preſently ſurrender d my ſelf to 
Priſon, without requiring any aſſurance of my ſafety, 
more than the Cardinals word. Thoſe who heard 
what I had done, but knew nothing of what had paſt 
between the Cardinal and me, thought I was out of my 
wits, and pity d my folly: Others, who wiſht me ill 
enough, took this occaſion to ſollicit againſt me, and 
tho, as the Cardinal did me the juſtice to ſay, I never 
did any Man any wrong, yet I found a thouſand that 
were glad of the opportunity they thought they had 
to ruine me, and the worſt Enemy I had was the Count 
de Maulevriere, who had marry'd to his ſecond Wife 
à Relation of the Preſident de Bailleul, and 4 a 
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ploy d her underhand to engage her Unkle againſt me; 
and if that Magiſtrate had not been an honeſter Man 
than he, I had been in great danger: but I found the 
Information againſt me ſo favourable, that if I had 
drawn it up my ſelf, I dould not have contriv'd it bet. 
ter. Inſtead of aggravating the matter, or indeed of 

| telling the very matter of fact, as I have here done, 

| there was a relation, how the Man not only abus d me 

| at Table, but lay in wait for me at the Bois de Boulogne, 
as I was returning from Verſailles with my two Bro- 
thers; that ſe „ I was oblig d to draw as well 
as thoſe that were with me, and that nevertheleſs I had 
firſt endeavour'd to tell him the regard he ought to 

| have had for the King's Edicts, and the danger of diſ- 

obeying in ſuch caſes as this; and being fill'd with a 
great deal of ſuch ſtuff, and having ſo much care taken 
of me, without my help, my Juſtification was both 
ſhort and eaſy, | Ge 

: I was ſtill ignorant to whom I ow'd this obligation, 

and tho I ſometimes fancy'd it muſt be the Cardinal, | 

; yet I could not think long fo, when I reflected, that = 

a Man who had ſo much kindneſs for me ſhould let me ; 

lye ſo long neglected in my misfortune ; and would 

rather have told me how it was, than ſend me a bare 

meſſage not to fear: Being however got out of Priſon, 

| went to throw my ſelf at his Eminence's feet, whom 

I told I would deal more fincerely with, than I had 

done with the Parliament ; that 1 would honeſtly con- 

feſs to him, that I had broken the King's Order, but 

if I had been to be a Vagabond twice as long as I had 

been, or to have loſt my Head upon a Scaffold, I could 

never bear to hear him abusgd. Have a care who hears 

you, ſaid he, taking me up, tis I that have brought 

Jou out 7 this buſineſs, tho no body knows it; and © 

whereas T did ſend indeed for the Procurator General 

to make your Proceſs, it was only with deſign to ſave © 

you; if I did not inform you as much, continu'd he, 

iwas becauſe I make no man maſter of my ſecrets. 

| F 3 Bouteville, 
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Bouteville and de Chapelle were executed but t other 
day for the ſame thing, and what would they have ſaid 
of me, ſaid he, if I had ſav'd one of hn own Servants, 
when I but juſt before had taken off a Relation of one 
of the firſt Princes of the Blood, and two Gentlemen 
allied to the chief Families in France. | 
So obliging a diſcourſe as this made me throw m 
ſelf again at his feet, and embracing his knees, My 
Lord, ſaid I, when I ſhall be ſo happy as to dye for ſo 
good a Maſter, I muſt have liberty to fight againſt all that 
declare themſelves his Enemies. He was extreamly 
leas'd to ſee me ſo zealous, and he took ſo much de. 
ight in hearing me expreſs my ſelf in this manner, 
that he thought not of raiſing me from his feet. 
What he had told me of Boutedille and de Chapelle 
was very true, but he did not tell me how he gratify'd 
his private Grudge in executing the rigour of the Law. 
upon them. Bouteville being Father. to the preſent 
Mareſchal de Luxemburgh, was Couſin to the Prince 
of Conde, as he told me, but to ſpeak ſtrictly, to the 
| Princeſs his Wife; but that Honour was ſold him v 
dear: Youmulſt know that the Duke D' Enguien, eldeſt 
Son to the Prince of Conde, having marry'd Madamoi- 
ſelle de Breſſe, the Cardinals Niece; and his Father 
having been forc d, againſt. his will, to conſent to that 
Match purely to ſave his life, or at leaſt his liberty, his 
Son, who knew how he was impos d upon, lookt upon 
his Marriage as a mark of his bondage to the Cardi- 
nals Tyranny ; and from rhence deſpiſing both the Re. 
lation and the Wife, he reproacht her daily with a 
thouſand refleQtions, and not altogether without cauſe: 
She ſaid her Birth was conſiderabſe, and ſhe came of a 
very Ancient Family; but the Duke N Enguien, having 
employ d a man verſt in Heraldry, to ſearch out the 
Original of her Family; and he, after turning it from 
nde to fide, made his report, whether twas true or no, 
that the Houſe de Aaille, of which ſhe was deſcended, 
came by Baſtardy from an Archbiſhop of Tours: This 
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was enough for that Duke, not only to inſult his 
Wife, but alſo to be very ſharp in wrong the 
Cardinal ; and nothing being done but he his 
Emiſſaries to inform himof it, he was ſo mov'd at this, 
that he only waited for an opportunity to ſhow his re- 
ſentment, and twas not long before he had one. Bon- 
zeville, who happen d to en a Duel, not only againſt 
the King's Edict, but againſt a particular order to him- 
ſelf, was ſo cloſely purſu'd, that he was apprehend - 
ed before he could reach into Lorrain; the Count de 
Chapelle his Coufin, who was his Second, and fled a- 
long with him, was alſo taken; and it being to do a 
deſpight to the Houſe of Conde, the Cardinal caus'd 
them to be executed by the hands of the Common 
Hangman, under 2 of Juſtice, but indeed to ſa - 
tisfy his private Revenge. | | 
After I was thus reſtor d into favour, the Cardinal, 
who lov'd me more than ever, made me ſeveral grati- 
fications, and askt me, if I had ne re another Brother to 
prefer? I told him I had two, one to whom I had gi» 
en the laſt Abbey, which his Eminence was pleas d to 
_ beſtow on me; but that for the other, I did not deſire 
to concern my ſelf for him, for having the misfortune 
to be accus'd of the death of the three others, I was 
unwilling to expoſe my ſelf to the like reproach :. I 
told him, however, 1 had a Siſter that paſt in the World 
for { ing handſome, and intended to marry her to 
one of my Friends, a Gentleman of Br:traxy, and that 
I only waited for — Father and Mother - in. law's an- 
ſwer. He hearken d to all this with a ſingular good- 
neſs; and a Benefice falling near us, which was in his 
Gift, he gave it me without asking, and I preſented 
it as freely to my Brother, who was already in Orders; 
which open'd the mouth of my. Mother-in-law afreſh, 
who complain'd now that one muſt have all and t other 
none; and that I ought rather to have given it to him 
that had nothing. I een let her ſay what ſhe would, 
and only waited for an anſwer to the buſineſs about my 
2 ts 24 Siſtet 
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wich it was three Months before they would vouch 


ſafe to grant me; at laſt, my Father having a Suit at 
Law that brought him to Paris, and being glad to 


make uſe of ſome Friends of mine to ſollicit for him, 


he ſent me a Note where I might find him; I went to 
him immediately, and after paying him my reſpects, 
I asked him how it came about that] had not heard from 
him all this while? Tir long of your Mother, anſwerd 
he very ingenuouſſy, who believes you have a deſign to 
decerve ut: But Sir, ſaid I, what do you believe of it ? 

In troth, ſaid he, with the ſame freedom, I know not 
what to think of it, for when the Debate lyes between 
a Wife that a Man loves, and a Son who bas obligd 


Dim, one has a difficult task'to decide it. You have 


no obligation at all, Sir, to me, ſaid I, but methinks, 


you ought at leaſt to do ne a little more Fuſtice. 


I did not care to urge it any farther, out of reſpect to 
him: His cauſe was againſt Monfieur de la Vieuville, 
2 Man from whom we have ſeen a great many Dukes 
and Governours of Provinces, and great Perſons de- 
ſcended; fo that it was, as I may fay, the Earthen 
Poe floating by the Iron Pot, which made me doubtful 
of the Event, and I told my Father twould be beſt 
for him to accommodate the matter; he told me he 


was willing to do ſo, upon which 1 ipoke to the Car- 


dinal, who had done ſo many things for me, that he 
would pleaſe to concern himſelf in this. His Eminence 
_ of it that very day to Monſieur de Ja Viewvi/le. 

ut he, who thought that upon the account of his 
T 5 ny intereſt, he was able to cruſh my Father, as 


hinted before; or at leaſt that he ſhould tire him out, 


anſwerd the Cardinal, that he would do any®thing he 


defird- him, but entreated him rather to leave their 
Controverſy to the deciſion of the Law; the Cardinal 
could not well inſiſt upon it after that, ſo he told me, 


that my Father muſt not expect any accommodation, 


that for my ſake he would eſpouſe the Cauſe himſelf 


for Mr de la Viexville would not hearken to it; but 


for 
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for my Father: I carried this great news to my Father, 
which at firſt he could hardly believe. So the Pro- 
ceſs began, and my Father having ſet forth in his Bill 
of Complaint, that Monfieur de la Vieuville had com- 
mitted ſeveral Waſtes, in a Village that we had near 
Nogent L Arthaut, which belong d to him; he had 
not only the Impudence in his Anſwer to give him 
the Lye, but run on in ſuch ill language againſt our 
Family, as if we had not been ſo much as Gentlemen. 
As no Reproach can offend but what is grounded on 
Truth, ſo nothing vext me in this but the Lye, tho 1 
was better ſatisfy'd afterwards, when the Lawyers told 
me, that theſe were but words of courſe, which they 
always put into their Pleas, withour any defign of 
ticular affront ; and withal being ſtrictly charg 
the Cardinal not to demand any other ſatisfaction, 
refoly'd to uſe the ſame Arms againſt them, and the 
next day return d them the Lye, and prov'd our Nobi- 
lity. At night the Cardinal askt me how our Cauſe 
went on, and I having told him what had happen d, 
he wonder'd, he ſaid, that Monſieur de la Frewville - 
ſhould ſtand ſo much upon that _ his Nobility 
being not ſo much above ours; and if I knew what 
Henry IV. had faid one time to his Father, I might 
have been ſufficiently even with him upon that ſcore. 

He had no ſooner ſaid thus, but I begg'd his Emi- 
nence to tell me what it was, which he made no diffi- 
culty to do, but told me, that the Father of this de 1 


lle belong d to the Duke de Nevers, who to re- 


im, ſo often importun d Henry the Fourth to make 
Knight of the Order, that he could not put him 


Vie 
IX him for ſome ſervices which he had done 


off; and it being the Cuſtom, that when the King 


puts on the Collar of the Order, the Knight kneeli ng 
down ſays, Domine non ſum dignus ? Monſieur de Ia 
Viexville repeating the ſame words, the King reply d 
aloud, I now that well enough, but I muſt give it you, 


dinal 
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dinal could not have pleas'd me ſo well, if he had gi. 
ven me a hundred thouſand Crowns, . as he did with 
telling me this ſtory, which I carry'd immediately to 
the Lawyers, and making them put it into their own 
language in our reply, it was a fingular mortification 
to our Adverſary. FI 
This was good ſport for the Judges, who are glad 
to have ſomething of any fide to Eugb, and Money 
into the bargain, I had my fill of it, and my Father 
too, and that which was moſt ſtrange, Mr de Ja Vieu. 
ville could not forbear laughing himſelf. The Hiſtory 
of Domine non ſum diguus, brought him a little to rea- 
Ion, fearing leſt thoſe that were-acquainted with cir. 
cumſtances ſo very particular, ſhould alſo ranſack his 
Genealogy, and diſpute his Original, which was from 
Flanders, and began to be ſorry that he had refus'd the 
Cardinals Mediation. In ſhort, there being ſeveral o- 
ther things which he was loth we ſhould enquire into, 
he came to the Cardinal's, and meeting me at the door, 
told me, that he was ſurpriz d at what he had heard 
Juſt now, for he had never known before, that 2 Ad- 
verſary was my Father, which if he had i d 
of ſooner he would never have diſputed it. I knew 
well enough what this meant, and being not of a 
humour to flatter him, I told him, I had reaſon to 
value my ſelf extreamly, fince he was pleas'd to 
grant that to me which he had deny d to the Cardinal; 
and tho my Father had been at great charges in the 
Suit, yet I was ready to move him to an accommods- 
tion; and that if he pleas'd to acquaint me with the 
conditions, I would bring him an anſwer ; this diſ- 
courſe vext him, and telling me, that I did not accept 
his civility as I ought, he ang away without ſaying 
a word more. | ES 
So our Proceedings went on till, but finding that he 
treated us with better language, we alſo defiſted te- 
proaching him; our Proceſs was to be heard before 
two Judges, Monſieur Turcan was one, a _ who 
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having been firſt divorced on' pretence of Impotence, 
choſe rather to be thought ſo, than to live with his 
Wife, who was an infamous Woman; he was entirely 
our Friend, but the Preſident, who was the other, was 
not; ſo that when he came to ſumm up the matter, as 
he read a Clauſe that was in our favour, the Prefident 
askt him, if that Sentence he read was in the writing; 
Turcan, who was very hot, whatever complaints his 
Wife might make of the contrary, and the ya being 
in the Evening, having two great Wax Candles by his 
Seat on the Bench, he took one of them and threw it 
it his Head, ſaying that a Man who ſuſpeQted ſuch a 
thing as that, was a Raſcal, and ought to be us d ac- 
cordingly. The Prefident, by ſtooping down his Head, 
avoided the blow, but asking him what he meant, 
and at the ſame time catching up the other threw it at 

; him, and ſtruck him on the Head; this diſorder put a 

| ſtop to the Cauſe, which was juſt upon deciding. The 
Preſident went out to make his complaint, and ce 
went home to his own Houſe, where he receivd an 
Order to lay down his Office. | 

Our Cauſe by this means lay aſleep, and our Friends 
on both ſides took that opportunity to mediate an ac- 
commodation, and we being bo tty well tir d 
with the Law, were the more eafily brought to com- 
pes they agreed that all reflections on either part 
hould be abſolutely: forgotton, and indeed twas the 
belt courſe they could take, for twas not poſſible to en- 
ter into the diſcourſe without recriminating on each 
other. So the matter being concluded ather re- 
turn d home: but before he went away, I defir'd him 
to conſider of what I had propos d to him about my 
Siſter, : which was ſo much his intereſt to effect; he 
promis d to ſpeak to my Mother. in- la about it, and 
two days after he came home, he ſent me word, that 
they would give their conſents to what I propos d, 
provided I would do it without their disbu any 


Money; I admir d, or rather pity d the ſordid a | 
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of theſe people, who having no more Children, as one 
might ſay, ſhould venture the loſs of ſuch an oppor. 
tunity to advance their Daughter, rather than part with 
about twenty thouſand Franks, purely from Covetouſ- 
neſs, to {ay no worſe of ir, for they wanted no Money; 
the Cardinal having for my ſake, to pacify my Mother- 
irlaw, for the death of my two Brothers, permitted 
her to ſell the Commiſſion of the eldeſt, which he had 
not diſposd of, thinking T had another Brother to 
whom he would have given it, by which ſhe got a good 
ſumm of Money, and more than would have paid the 
Portion for my Siſter : However, a little after I receiy'd 
another Letter, which explain d the former, in which 
they-rold me, that fince I thought this ſo good a Match, 
they deſir d me that I would not let it ſlip for want of 
a little of my aſſiſtance ; that I was in a condition able 
todo it, and it would be but a ſmall matter to me, and 
for which my Siſter would be eternally oblig'd to me. 
I was horribly vext at this, and ſo I gave them to 
underſtand, and my paſſion appear'd ſo in my counte. 
nance, that notwithſtanding all the care I took to con- 
ceal it, the Cardinal eafily diſcover'd it, and askt me 
what the reaſon of it was, but fearing he ſhould think 
it was only an artifice of mine to draw more Money 
"from him, Ibegg'd him to excuſe me, telling him, 
*twas nothing but ſome of my private affairs, not worth 
diſturbing his Eminence with; he was not ſatisfy d 
with theſe reaſons, but thinking I equivocated with 
him, he told me, that he would have me tell him po- 
ſitively the buſineſs, L defended my ſelf with the ſame 
pretence, but the more he ſaw me unwilling to diſco- 
ver my ſelf, the more he preſt me, ſo I was forc'd to 
tell him, but at the ſame time told him my fears, leſt 
he ſhould think I had a deſign upon Hm. I Thought, ſaid 
ke preſently, tas ſome buſineſs/of vaſt Conſequence, 
and is this all the matter e Go, continu'd he, I give 
this alſo for your ſake, but upon condition that you ſhan's = 
call them your Children any more, for methinks they 
42 . 4 ; are 
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are mine rather, conſidering what they coſt me every 

I could with all my Soul have run into the Fire for 
him if there had been occaſion, I had ſuch a ſence of 
his bounty and many favours to me, bur it being my 


misfortune to be only a poor uſeleſs Fellow, I con- 


tented my ſelf to expreſs my paſſion by my zeal for his 
| ſervice. Thus my Siſter was _— at laſt to the 
perſon that I had propos d, and liv'd ſeveral years with 
the greateſt happineſs in the world, only that it pleas'd 
God ſhe had no Children; but about fix years after, 
her Husband was taken with a fit of Deyorion, and ſhe, 
who made it a JO to ſuit herſelf to his temper, 
liv'd with him ſo piouſly, that ſhe became an example 
to the whole Province of Brettagne; but both of them 
growing zealous to exceſs, he turns Prieſt, and ſhe be- 
came a Votary ; and while he was a kind of a Miſſio- 
nary in his own Country, ſhe retir'd into a Convent 
near Meulan, to which ſhe had been a Benefactreſs. 
A few days after the Cardinal had done this laſt fa- 
vour for me, he was ſeiz d with ſo deep a malancholy, 
that one could not know him almoſt to be the ſame 
* ; I could not forbear expreſſing to him my trou- 
le for the condition I ſaw him in, and the farisfaQi- 
on it would be to me, to be inſtrumental to his recoye- 
y; he ſpokeſlightingly of it, but yer I could plainly 
perceive there was ſomething more than ordinary in it, 
be ef the pains he took to conceal it from 
me; for I had ſtudy'd his humour fo well, in that long 
time I had the honour to have belong'd to him, thar 
I knew his temper as perfectly as if I had been him. 
ſelf; however, after ſuch an anſwer 'twas my duty to 
be filent, tho I was ſenſibly afflicted to ſee that his diſ- 
content rather encreaſt every day. Topals away theſe 
troubleſome hours, which held for two months ar leaſt, 
I usd to go to Luxemburg to divert my ſelf with a. 
Lady, who very well deſerved my acquaintance; and 
that I might not bring a ſcandal upon her, I always 
left my Men at-the Market Gate, and went _ on 
| . a 02 
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foot to her Houſe. One night, as I came back to my 
Servants, I ſaw a man go out of the Gate, who I pre. 

ſently remember d to have ſeen at Bruſſels, being a 
ex whom I knew was employ d in intrigues of 
State; the unſeaſonable hour of the night, for twas 
paſt two a clock, made me imagin, that a man of his 
character would be ſo late abroad for nathing : I 
preſently acquainted the Cardinal, who told me I was 
ws, ag to blame I did not follow him, I told him I 
had a good mind to have done it, but that he perceiv'd 
I knew him, and I was loth to encreaſe his ſuſpicion, 
he told me had done well, and pauſing a while, he 


© skt what manner af man he was, enquiring of his 


age, his ſtature, his complexion, and the like; Igave 
him the beſt deſcription of him I could, and he im- 
'mediately gave orders to all the Poſts, Carriers and 
Coaches, to tak notice if any ſach like man offer'd to 
go out of Town, and laid men upon all the Roads, if 
poſlible to apprehend him if he travelV'd any other way. 
I gueſt by all this, that this very man was the cauſe 
of the Cardinal's diſturbance; and ſeeing heintended 
to place a Centinel near Luxemburg, I told him there 
was no body could be ſo proper for that Poſt as my 
ſelf, for that I knew him, and he ſhould not eſcape 
me; he told me that was true, but on the other hand 


be might know me too, and ſo might miſtruſt ſome- 
| © — - thing and avoid me; to remove this objection, and the 


thoughts of employing any other perſon, I told him 
no body could know him ſo well by the bare deſcripti- 
on I had given of him, as I could do with my own 
Eyes, and therefore any other might ſuffer him to paſs 
and not know him, whereas in a diſguiſe J had in my 
head, I would defy him to know me, let him be as 
cue as he would; he askt how I had contriv'd to 
diſguiſe my ſelf? I told I would dreſs my ſelf up like 
a Beggar-man, and laying my ſelf down in the ſtreet 
like a poor Cripple, I ſhould have the advantage of 
looking every one that came by in the face; he lik d 
; my 
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my project very well, and would needs have a view of 
me in my Robes; fo I bought privately a pair of old 

Crutches, a patchr ragged Coat, and in ſhort, all the. 
neceſſary accoutrements of an arrant z and I 

plaid my part as well as if I had been Apprentice to 

the Trade : The Cardinal bid me go, and told me, 

that if I ſucceeded, I ſhould do him the greateſt piece 

of ſervice that ever I did in my life. 

There needed no more to excite me to do my ut- 

moſt, ſo having taken my poſt at the corner of the Rae 
de Tournon, | begun to ſcrew up my countenance and 
make a hideous noiſe, as if I had been in great pain, 
beſides my poverty; a good many Charitable People 
gave me Money, but ſeveral Coaches happening to 
come by together, I was afraid my man ſhould paſs 
by the hurry, ſo I plac'd my ſelf as near the Gate as 
I could get: The Swiſſes that kept Guard there were 
ſo diſturb'd with the noiſe I made, that they would have 
driven me away, but that I was fain to promiſe them 
to be more quiet; I lay in this poſture three days and 
three nights without making any diſcovery, which 
made me fancy he might 8 by the Port 
de Carmes, ſol chang d my Poſt, and that very night 

[ ſaw him, to my no little joy, come with a Key in his 


hand, and open d the Gate himſelf: The Cardinal had © 


plac'da man that came almoſt every minute to me, to 
enquire if I had ſeen any thing, and beſides that there 
was men poſted from ſtreet to ſtreet to relieve one ano- 
ther, if ſhould be occaſion to follow him; things being 
thus diſpos'd they watch'd for his coming out; about 
an hour after this, I ſaw another man, who came and o- 
pen'd the Gate juſt as the t'other had done before, he 
was wrapt up in a Cloak ſo that I could not know him; 
but order d the People I mention d, who attended for 
that purpoſe, that they ſhould not fail to dog him 
when he came out again, which they did ſo dexterouſly, 
that he never had the leaſt ſuſpicion of them, but went 
ſtrait to his lodging, without ſo much as * 
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This effectually di ſcover d the man, who prov'd to 
be no leſs a perſon than Monſieur de Cingmars, Grand 
Querry of France, Son of the Mareſchal d EHat; and 
the Cardinal no ſooner knew it, but he told me he 
was an ungrateful man, and he ſhould dye for it, or he 
would know why not. Indeed it was the Cardinal 
that had advanc d him at Court, and to requite him he 
was plotting his ruin with the Duke d Orleans, who 
after having form'd a thouſand Intrigues againſt the Car- 
dinal, which always prov'd fatal to thoſe that engag'd 
in them, was now hatching another, that was not like 
to meet with much better ſucceſs; for the other man 
was dogg d in the like manner, and the Cardinal being 
inform d that he lodg d at the Fauxbourg St Germain, 
in the Rue de Canetes, he was ſo well obſerv'd, that he 
could not ſtir a foot but he knew it; they diſcover d 
ſeveral of their haunts, where one Fontrailles, A little, 
crooked, but very . fellow, us'd to be with 
them : I preſt the Cardinal to apprehend the Conſpi. 
rators, for it was in his power, and it was needful 
too, that he might 8 any deſign that they might 
have againſt his perſon; but as all he yet knew of the 
buſineſs was but circumſtantial, he lock d for plainer 
proofs to convict them; he ſent me to lye on the Road 
to Bayonne, as a Guide to ſuch as rid Poſt, chat I might 
obſerve all ſuch as went to or return d from Spain; in 
the mean time they kept a ſtrict eye upon the Conſpi- 
rators, and the Cardinal having causd Fontrailles to 
be follow'd to Eftampes, he took poſt there, with de- 
fign, as was thoughr, to go into N the other man 
of Bruſſels followed him a few days after, and I ſent 
the Cardinal word they were gone, and I had con- 
ducted them as far as Bayonne : *Twas a very ſimple 
thing of theſe people to go two of them the ſame way, 
but God, who infatuates thoſe who lye in wait for blood, 
not only blinded their eyes in this, but ſuffer'd the Fleming 
to come back che very ſame way, where I had orders 
to apprehend him; he was very much ſurpriz d, and 
8 | knowing 
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knowing he carry'd enough about him to prove him 
guilty, and would endanger his life, for he was a 
Frenchman, whereas I thought he had been a Fleming, 
he poiſon'd himſelf with ſomewhat he carry'd about 
him, without my perceiving it, which was 10 ſtrong, 
that he ſwell'd in leſs than two hours time; I did 
what I could to ſave him, but having no ſuſpicion of 


i, 290 no help at hand, the Poiſon had wrought its 


before a Phyſician could be had. 

I found quilted in his Boots the Original Treaty 
which Fontrailles had been negotiating with the King 
of Spain, in the name of the Duke of Orleant, the 
Duke de Bouillon and de Cingmars ;, and taking poſt at 
the ſame time to bring it to his Eminence, and give 
him an account of what I had done, I took the Road 
to Languedoc, whither he was gone with the King, 
who was going to the Siege of Perpignan; I found 
him diſtemper d both in body and mind, but chief- 
ly the latter; for Cingmars had prepoſſeſt the 
King againſt him, and his Friends had juſt 2 
him notice that he was ruind with the King, 
which oblig d him to quit Narbonne, to be nearer Pro- 
vence and Dauphine, the Governors whereof were at 
his deyotion : Cingmars had taken upon him to aſſaſſi- 
nate him in that Journey, and they ſay he had pro- 
mis'd the Duke or Orleans to do it, who hated him 


— —— Hſ— 


mortally, but having ſlipt an opportunity which he had 


one day, being alone with him at leaſt a quarter of an 
hour, he could never get the like afterwards. His 


Eminence receiv'd me as if I had been his good Angel; 


and being not at all concern d that the man was dead, 
fince I had got the Treaty, ke ſent me with it to the 
King, afier he had taken a Copy of it for himſelf. 
aving made me the Confident of his preſent trou. 
ble, T took the liberty to adviſe him to keep the Ori- 
ginal by him, and ſend only the Copy tothe King, ſince 
no body could be anſwerable for what might happen, 
and if they ſhould chance to get it from me, he would 
be at a 16k to make out _ he pretended ; but he 


told 
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told me, in the condition things were, there was a ne- 
ceſſity to undeceive the King immediately, and that if 
he did not ſend him the Original, perhaps he would 
not believe the Copy: Upon this anſwer 1 went away 
immediately, and the Count de Charoſt who was in 
waiting, very civilly introduc'd me to the Kings pre- 
The King being alone, I ſurpriz'd him extream- 
Iy with the Preſent I made him, he communicated it 
to no body, and askt very kindly how the Cardinal 
did: I told him, as 1 was inſtructed, that he was very 
ill, which was the reaſon that he had not waited upon 
his Majeſty according to his order; for I forgot to tell 
one thing that was very particular, which was, that be- 
fore the Cardinal came to Tareſcon, he had ſent to tell 
the King he was coming to Court, and that the K. bad 
anſwer d, he ſhould not give himſelf that trouble, but 
might ſtay in the Country for the recovery of his health. 
This was the reaſon why they told him he was un- 
done, and alſo why he retreated towards Provence and 
Dauphine: In the mean time, as he was the greateſt 
Politician of the age, he knew there was no way ſo 
likely to recover him in the King's favour, as to reduce 
the King to ſome want of him; for the King, who was 


a timerous irtefolute Prince, was not capable of direct. 


ing himſelf in the leaſt difficulties: The Mareſchal 
de Grammont, who was wholly devoted to the Cardi- 
nal, play'd this Card for him, and ſuffering himſelf to 
be beaten on purpoſe by the Spaniard in the Battel of 
Honnecourt, he left by that means all the Frontier 
Country. of Piccardy open to the Enemy ; the King up- 
on this news immediately: has recourſe to the Cardinal, 
and he having made a fair pretence not to come to 
Court, was now not only order'd to come away with 


all ſpeed, but the King goes part of the way himſelf 
to meet him, uppoling he was not able to make haſte 
I 


enough: So the Siege of Perpignan was broken off. 

T was in the interim that I brought the King the Trea- 
ty that I mention'd z he bid me go back immediately 
and let no body know that I had been with him ; 1 
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met the Cardinal on the way, who was not ſo ſick 
but he could follow me, and being come to the King, 
Monſieur de Cingmars was immediately apprehended, 
and Monſieur de Thou, to whom he had committed 
the ſecret. The King careſt the Cardigal moſt paſſio- 
rately at their meeting; but this great man had con- 
ceivd ſo much indignation in his mind, at the King's 
uſage of him after ſo many ſervices, that he fell into 
2 diſtemper call'd the Memorrhoides, which tormented 
him extreamly ; all this however did not eclipſe the 
vigor of his mind, which was not to be equall'd, tho 
under the languiſhment of a cruel diſtemper ; he made. 
them pull down the fides of the door to bring him in 
25 he lay in State upon the Bed; and he was carry'd all 
the way on mens ſhoulders, the Swiſs Guards moſt 
commonly performing that ſervice. 

I was extreamly caſt down to ſee my Maſter in this 
condition, while the Court generally rejoyc'd at it 
for he had ruin d the fortunes of a great many 2 
cular Men, tho he had rais'd the Glory of the King, 
ſo that every one would have been glad to have ſeen 
him dead, in hopes to recover themſelves again, which 
the weakneſs of the King's, capacity gave them reaſon 
to think would be eaſy if he were out of the way. 
The King, like a moſt Chriſtian Prince, ſhut him. 


ſelf up often in his Cloſet to pray, but as Prayers 


without Endeavours are fruitleſs, the Court was full 
of caballings in prejudice of his Authority. In the 
mean time „ proceſs againſt Monſieur de 
Cingmars, and Monſieur de Thou, whom they had ſent 
to Lyonn,and committed to the Caſtle de Pierre. Enciſe. 
The Youth of one, for Monſieur de Cingmars was not 
above two and twenty, and the Reputation of the o- 
ther, made them to be univerſally pity'd, and open'd 
the mouths of a multitude againſt the Cardinal, for 
te was not very well beloy'd by the Populace, who 
exclaim'd at his Cruelty, not regarding the Juſtice he 
bad now on his fide, nor confidering the Crimes they 
were guilty of; they 8 out he was * — 
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Blood-thirſty, and ript up the ſtory of the Mareſcha 
* de Marillac. His * — of this, for * 
lov'd to be told whatever was ſaid of him, would 
ſay to me ſometimes that he was very unhappy, that 
twas allow d to private men to purſue even to death, 
one that attempts to aſſaſſinate them; but that for 
him, he muſt not be allow'd, beſides the particular at. 


5 tempts upon his own life, to take notice of thoſe made 
Aÿpon the Royal Authority, but Envy would cenſure all 


"his proceedings as ſo many acts of Injuſtice. I have 
ſeen him ſo affected, when he has been talking to me 
of theſe kind of matters, that he could hardly refrain 
- weeping, and when I wouldreply to him, that he ought 

not to regard publick Fame, which oftentimes fail it 
knew not what; he reply'd, that*twas that nevertheleſs 
which made a man immortal, and *twas hard to take ſo 
much pains for that ſort of immortality, and yet at laſt 
leave the World with the ſcandal of a Tyrant. 

He ſpoke theſe things with ſuch ſenfible accents of 
ſorrow, that ſufficiently teſtify'd the greatneſs of his 
Soul. In the mean time they cut off the heads of Mon. 

fieur de (ingmars, and of Monfieur de Thou; and Mon- 
fieur de Bouillon had run the ſame fate, having been 
ſeiz d in Italy, had he not bought his life with the loſs 
of his Principality of Sedan. People admir'd the Car. 
dinal ſhould ſpare him, having had ſeveral Teſtimonies 
of his ill will, for this was not the firſt time that he 
had attempted to embroil the Kingdom, and eſpecially 
to fide on all occaſions againſt the Cardinal; in ſhorr, 
*twas but tother day that he had been pardon'd for be- 
ing concern'd in the Rebellion of the Count de Soiſſont, 
whom he had not only ſhelcer'd in his Houſe, but had 
taken up Arms for him; but all that can be ſaid to this 
is, that the Cardinal could forget injuries to himſelt, 
when the Honour of the King and Kingdomrequir'd it. 

Let them ſay what they will, this was the man bom 
to lay the Foundations of the preſent ' greatneſs of 
France, and whom all good Frenchmen ought to have 
wiſht had been immortal; but God, who puts an 8 
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all things, having determined him to certain limits, 
which he could not outlive, took him from hence, 
and he dy'd, to the inexpreſſible grief of all his Ser- 
vants. I had foreſeen it 2 or 3 months before, for his 
er was attended with viſible tokens of death 
from the beginning, and I was troubl'd extreamly ro 
ſee moſt people rejoyce at it: The King himſelf was 
doubtful of his recovery, tho he had thoſe about him 
that infinuated a notion into him, that the death of the 
Cardinal would be his happineſs : This was ſomething 
ſtrange, if we reflect, that this great Miniſter, who 
found things in ſuch a ſorry condition when he firſt 


came to the helm of the Government, had reduc'd the 


rebellious Hugonots, had humbl'd the Houſe of Auſtria, 
by taking from it the Kingdoms of Portugal and Cata- 
Jonia, and the greateſt part of Alſace, ſav'd Italy; and 
in ſhort, had done ſo many wonders, that Poſterity be- 
gins already to acknowledge, that a man who did ſuch 
great things, muſt have ſomething in him extraordina · 
ry. He told me as he lay a dying, that he had always 
lov'd me above any of his Seryants, and that he was 
ſorry he had done no more for me; that if the King 
would take his advice, it ſhould be to employ me in 
affairs of the greateſt conſequence, for that I had all 
the Conduct, Courage and Wit that was neceſſary to 
accompliſh any deſign, all which he had experienc'd in 
ſeveral caſes. | 
If I had ever been ſenſible of the marks of his eſteem 
in his life time, I was much more ſo now, all his 
favours came at once into my mind, and thinking what 
I was going to loſe, and that in a mqment, this man 
who had made all Europe tremble, ſhould be no more, 
I was ſo afflited, that I am ſure if the preſent ſence 
of it had continu'd bur two days, I ſhould have been 
diſtracted. His Eyes were no ſooner clos'd, but the 
King made it appear that he diſlikd all he had done, 
for he immediately recall'd all thoſe who had fled for 
tear of the Cardinal's * ; this gave me ſuch a 
| | | 3 Ve! 
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verſion to the Court, that I reſolv'd not to continue in 
it a quarter of an hour longer: Several Perſons of 
Quality invited me to their Service; the Duke d'Or. 
leans ſpoke tome by Egremont one of his Gentlemen, 
who to prevail with me, told me, 1 needed look no 
further for my Encouragement than to him, who had 
made his Fortune in the ſervice of that Prince, that he 
had gotten rwo hundred thouſand Crowns, and that 
it he ſhould live to be fifty years old, he did not que- 
ſtion but to get twice as much, but he did not tell me 
that he had got all this by ways that I ſhould not care 
to praQtiſe; he plaid at-Tables with his Maſter, and 
having a parcel of Sharpers that went halves with him, 
they made ſport for the Duke to laugh at, which caus'd 
him to commit ſeveral errors in play, and gave him 
opportunity to play falſe, or to ſet up a Game or two 
more than there was: Thus, as I ſaid, he came to get 
ſo much Money, but as ſuch gains ſeldom proſper, 
he grew ſo litigious, that he ſpent all that in Law 
which he had gotten at Play. 


8 


I he Prince of Conde alſo ſpoke to me by the Duke 
de Roche foucaut, who began now to appear at Court, 
from whence he had been a long time baniſht with 
the reſt; but tho he was a Prince of Politicks, he 
did not ſhow it in this, to fend a perſon to me that 
was one of the greateſt Enemies my Maſter had. I was 
\. Juſt going to retire my ſelf, when the Queen Mother 
did me the honour to ſend me word, that ſhe would 
have me go to Bruſſels to do her a imat rer of ſer- 
vice there; I was amaz'd at this propoſal, one 
who I knew ceuld not love any of the Creatures of my 
Maſter, from whoſe Miniſtry ſhe had receiv'd fo much 
mortification; for beſides other things, he remov'd 
all her Friends from her by one means or other; and 
had ſo little reſpect for her, or rather ſo much zeal for 
the publick ſervice, that upon information that ſhe te- 
ceivd Letters from Spain, he caus d her to be ſearcht, 
without any regard to modeſty, or the reſpett due to 
her Sex. . This 


— * FF — ”—— TT IT. — 


hos PS 5) TT »%S WW w % wo 


r yy CU @E 


1 


- 
n 
) 
) 


Count de Rochefort. 87 


This was an inſolence ſhe would never forgive him, 
and which I thought alſo ſhould make her extend her 
reſentment to any thing that belong'd to his Eminence; 
believ d too, that this was only propoſed to me, that 
they might have the opportunity to take me off, and 
that Madam de Chevreuſe having inform'd them of my 
eſcape out of Bruſſels, intended, it ſhecould get me thi- 
ther, to beſtow that upon me which I elcap'd before; 
being poſſeſt with this opinion, I return'd her Majeſty 
thanks for the honour ſhe deſtgn'd me; but being not 
contented with my excuſes, I was fain to ſhitt It off 
with telling her, that I was employ'd in the Cardi- 
nals time in that Court, where I was fo well known, 
that the way to have an affair effectually miſcarry, 


vas to put it into my hands. 


Thus conceal'd my fear, and ee her off 
with excuſes; but the Queen, who had, juſt as gueſt, 


been inform'd by Madam de Chevreuſe of what had 


happen'd to me in that Country, told me, that 1 


ſhould not trouble my ſelf, for ſhe knew what I meant; 


but that going from her I ſhould be ſafe, and that ſhe 
would give me her Royal word for my ſecurity : Such 
a continued importunity, in ſpight of all I could ſay, 
made me ſuſpeCt her the more, ſo I thankt her Ma- 
jelty again, and begg'd pardon ; and ſhe ſent in my 
room Morville, one the Cardinal Mazarin helpt her 
to, who ſince the death of my Maſter was become 
Chief Miniſter of State. This errand was to diſcourſe 
with Ja Porte, the Dutcheſs de Chevreuſe's Confident, 
and to know from his own mouth, if it was poſſible 
to gain the Count d.... who was the Arch-Duke s Fa- 
vourite; that in caſe of the King's death, which was 
thought could not be far off, there might be an Army 
ready upon the Frontiers, to aſſure the Regency to the 
Queen; ſhe made no queſtion of gaining this Favou- 
rite by the help of Madam de Chevreuſe : But Cardi- 
nal Magarin, who knew already whac power ſhe had 
with the Queer, and was loth ſhe ſhould encreaſę it by 
a new ſervice ſo conſiderable as this, too readily infi- 
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nuated into her, that Ja Porte would manage this mat. 
ter by himſelf with leſs noiſe and more ſafety ; and the 
Queen, who had nor ſo much affection for Madam de 
Cheuvreuſe as ſhe had formerly, was eafily perſwaded, 
Morville being arriv'd at Bewſſe/s, eaſily gain'd 1; 
Porte, with the hopes of being made firſt Page to the 
King, he charg'd him whatever he did, not to reveal 
it to the Dutcheſs de Cheuvreuſe; and he who ow'd his 
Fortune to her, who from a Mechanic Taylor, which 
Was his Frade, had been rais d by her, even to her Bed, 
Fl conſented to betray his Miſtreſs and Benefa- 
-Qtrels, in hopes of further advancement. The Comte 
de .... was more in favour with Madam de Cheoreuſe 
than Ja Porte thought of; for ſhebeingan amorous La. 
dy, had given him unqueſtionable proofs of her eſteem, 
ſo that Ja Porte had no ſooner broken the ſecret to him, 
but he diſcover'd all to his Miſtreſs; tis impoſſible 
to expreſs the Dutcheſs's reſentment, ſhe flew out in 
all the reproachful language ſhe could think of to 17 
Porte ; but he, who was a fellow of a very cow wit, 
imagining that ſo great confidence of the Comte de. 
could not proceed but from an affedtion that met with 
ſome ſoft returns from her; inſtead of appearing ſur- 
priz d at whatſhe ſaid, return'd her reproaches upon her 
ſelt for her inconſtancy; telling her, ſhe had purchas d 
this diſcovery at the price of her Honour, and that a 
man who was abus d in ſo ſenſible a part as his Love, 
ought to revenge himſelf by all poſſible methods. The 
Dutcheſs, tho ſhe was nettled at this ſort of return, e- | 
ſpecially from him, and was going to Caſheer him, yet 
on ſecond thoughts ſhe durſt fiot venture to do fo, for 
fear he ſhould return into France, and give the Queen 
an account what a lite ſhe led, and of a thouſand in. 
rrigues ſhe had been concern'd in againſt her Majeſty ; 
and apprehending too, thar he would facrifice her to 
the Mareſchal de Schomberg's Lady, who after having 
refiſted ſollicitations from the King himſelf, yet as ie. 
| Port went, did not ſtick to admit to her arms ſo pitiful 
c The 
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The Comte de. .. . who was jealous of Ja Porte, was 
ſurpriz'd, that after all this the Dutcheſs ſtill carry'd 
it but coldly to him, and did not throw off Ja Porte as 
he expected, and to free himſelf from a Rival was re- 
ſotv'd to poyſon him; but Ja Porte, who knew not 
only the humour of the Spaniards, but was alſo ſen- 
fible of the reſentment of the Dutcheſs, 2 himſelf 
upon his Guard; and would not eat or drink but at his 
own Houſe, and continu'd to do thus till he return d 
into France, which caution of his, in all probability, 
was the ſaving of his life. | 

During all theſe intrigues, the King declin'd ſo in 
his health, that *twas plain to all the world he could 
not live long, and Madam de Chevrenſe having fo 
much influence upon the Queen, attended with impa- 
tience for the news of his death, notonly that ſhe might 
be recall'd to Court, but not queſtioning the raifing of 
of her Fortune; wherefore to oblige the Queen, and fix 
herſelf in her Majeſty's opinion, ſhe reſolv'd to effect 
that by Her own intereſt, which the Queen had attempted 
todo by an underhand rieaty with Je Porte; but fear- 
ing that as long as Ja Porte was with her, the Comte 
de... .. would never heartily engage in her deſign, ſhe 
concerred matters with Ia Porte, and agreed with him 
that he ſhould return into France to manage her part 
with the Queen ; by which means, tho not without 
regret, he conſented to leave her to his Rival, in hopes 
of advancing his Fortune. | 

Indeed, the promiſe they had made him of being 
Page to the King, had ſo gain d upon him, that he _ 
ſlighted every thing for it; ſo that as ſoon as ever he 
came to Parzs, he went away to the Queen, whom he 
told, that not being able to ſucceed in his negotiation 
for her Service, Madam de Chevreuſe had undertaken 
it, and would doubtleſs peform it better than he could 
have done, The Queen, who had ſuch confidence in 
the Cardinal, as we before noted, having acquainted 
him with this, inſtead of approving of ir, he was cx- 

ceedingly 
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ceedingly troubl d at it, and told the Queen, ſhe was 
going to ruin herſelf, for if the King ſhould come tg 
diſcover what had paſt, ſhe was undone ; his averſion 
to Madam de Chevreuſe being invincible, it was 
well enough to entertain 4a Porte, becauſe he was 
lookt upon as a perſon out of favour, and therefore 
would not be ſuſpected, and might ſome time or other 
be of uſe to them; but for Madam de Chevreuſe, it 
was neither {ate to hold any correſpondence with her, 
nor could ſhe be any way ſerviceable at this time. 
The Queen, who knew this to be very true, was the 
eaſier to be perſwaded, ſo they ſent Madam de Chev. 


_ . reuſe word, that they were very much oblig'd to her 


for the pains ſhe had taken, but that in the preſent 
poſture of affairs, they did not think fit to proceed in 
* thoſe meaſures any further: In the mean time, the 
Cardinal ſet Ja Porte at work upon the Queen, to le 

ſen her eſteem for Madam de Chevreuſe, and made 
that ſervice the further condition of the preferment 
they had promiſed him; which nevertheleſs they de. 

lay d till after the King's death, and then gave it him, 

as if it had been at the interceſſion of Madam de Chev- 
reuſe, who, as cunning a Woman as ſhe might be 
otherwiſe, was made a property of in this caſe, to take 
that for a favour done on her account, that was the 
reward of his Treaſon in betraying her. 

In the mean time, it was a Maſterpiece of Policy 
in the Cardinal, after having put by the Queen from 
thoſe methods ſhe had taken ſo much to her ad- 
vantage, to find out other ways to ſecure the Regency 
to her. He fear d Monſieur Deſnoirs moſt, who was 
Secretary for the War, and would have been very glad 
to have him removed, and yet made uſe ot him to make 


the propoſal to the King, and he had two deſigns in ſo 


doing: Firſt, if the King conſented to make the Queen 
Regent, then he had effectually oblig d her, as being 
the firſt contriver of it; but if the King ſhould reſent 
it ill, and fly out into a Paſſion at ir, then twould dit- 
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s grace his Adverſary : Monſieur Deſno:rs was ſuch 
2 Fool, as to be prevail'd on to engage in this affair; 
but knowing that twould be a difficult thing, he ſet 
upon the Kings weak fide, that is, he engag'd his Con- 
feſſor in the matter; who repreſented to him, that ha- 
ving in all probability not long to live, he ought to think 
of ſettling his Conſcience; that nothing was ſo much 
requir'd of us at our going out of this World, as for- 
ziving our Enemies, and that he ought now to forget 
all the diſcontent that had been between him and the 
Queen; that he had already recall'd to Court thoſe 
whom he had ſuſpected on her account, that nothing 
remain'd now but to give her ſome Teſtimonies of his 
reconciliation to her ; \ that the preſent circumſtance 
offer d him one, which was to make her Guardian of 
her Children, a thing ſo naturally her right, that the 
Law excluded all other Relations from pretending 
to it: That if he did'otherwiſe, it would look as if 
he had ſtill ſome reſerve in his mind, and that nothing 
was ſo dangerous, as to equivocate with his Con- 
ſcience. | 
The Confeſſor was very ready to go upon this fool- 
iſhErrand, whether that he thought himſelf oblig'd to 
it by his Office, or that he thought to do a piece of 
ſervice to Monſieur Deſnoirs; but he was immediate- 
ly caſheer'd for his pains; and the King coming to 
7 know afterwards, that this came from Monſieur De/- 
m noirs, he ſerv'd him in the ſame manner, giving his Of- 
d. WI fice of Secretary to Monſieur Je Te/lier, who is now 
cy Chancellor of France. The Fortune of this Monſieur 
as e Tellzer and the Marquis de Louvois his Son, being 
ſo ſtrangely great, that they ſeem to equal that of So- 
ke veraign Princes, if not to exceed them, I thall ſpeak a 
lo word to it, to demonſtrate, that where Merit is really 
the foundation, there is no ſtructure can be too great 
ns do build upon it. 
nt Monſieur Je Te/lier's Father was one of the Long 
i. Kobe, and brought up his Son in the ſame os | 
5 and 
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nid having made him capable of buſineſs, he had 1 
mnd to get him the Office of the King's Procurer de 
Chatelet, which is a thing independant from any of the 
other Courts, and very conſiderable. He that ſold i; 


having ſeveral Cuſtomers about it, preferr'd him to 


them all, on condition he ſhould pay the Money down 
at a certain time, which was very ſhort : But wanting 
Ioooo Crowns to make up the Sum, he had like to haye 
loſt it, when Monſieur de Pelletier, who had an Office 


in the ſame Court, lent him the Money; ſo that all 


obſtacles being remov d, he entred upon the place, and 
behav'd himſelf with ſo much reputation, that he was 
lookt upon as a Man, that had not bis fellow for Wif- 
dom; but all this did not prevent a very odd accident 


befalling him. Being one day riding thro the Town, 
_ there-happen'd ſome Tumult in the Streets, and his 


Office, being a Magiſtrate, obliging him to take no- 
tice of it; the Grooms of the King's Horſes laid hold 
of his Bridle, and not knowing who he was, they car- 


ry'd him with them into the Great Stable, bur the 
Querrys, who knew him well engugh, made their Ex. 


cuſe, and made the Grooms ast his pardon. z he was 
ſo good humour'd, that he made no complaint of 
this violence, which if he had, might have brought 
them into a great deal of trouble. In the mean time, 
Monſieur de Bouillon having ſome publick buſineſs 
with him, and finding him to be a Man of a prodigi- 
ous capacity, he perſwaded him to refign his Office, 
and come into the Council. 

Tas by doing this, that he began to make himſelf 
known to my Maſter, whom I have often heard ſpeak 
of him, very much to his advantage; when he ap- 


pear'd at the Bar, he met with all the marks of eſteem 


that us d to be given to perſons of his Merit; and at 
laſt was preferr'd to be Secretary of State, as I have 
mention'd before; but it was upon condition, never- 


theleſs, that heſhould pay Monſieur Deæſuoirs 400c00 
Franks, which he ſent to him accordingly, but he te. 


fus'd 
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fusd them, expecting that if any ſudden change ſhould 
happen at Court, he might get into his place again: 
So Monſieur de Tellier had his Money again, and Mon- 
fieur Deſnoirs dying quickly after, the Cardinal Ma- 
zarin, with the conſent of the Queen Mother, gave 
him this ſumm, excluding the Heirs of Deſuoirs; this 
and ſuch like Obligations fixt him in their Intereſts , 
and he gave good marks of his Ability in the nice 
occaſions, avhich happen d about that time; the Civil 
War being juſt then broke out, in all which he con- 
tinu'd firm in the intereſt of the Queen Mother and 
Cardinal Mazarin, whom he always look d upon as 
his BenefaQtor. | 

After the Cardinal Magarin's Death, he ſo 83 
upon the young King, who had Wit enough to diſtin- 

iſh who ſerv'd himfaithfully, and who rot; that the 
Nos reaſons, which obligd him to value Monſieur _ - 


de Tellier, oblig'd him at the ſame time toapprehend - 
Monſieur de Ponguet. There had been ſome difterence+ - 


between theſe two, which made people think, that 
Monfieur de Tellier did contribute underhand to his 
diſgrace ; but to let the World ſee how they were mi- 
ſtaken, he never ſo much as ſollicited the King or 
meddl d with the proceſs ; either of which, if he had 
done, the other had been undoubtedly loſt. | E 
The King had no prime Miniſter at all after the 
death of Cardinal Magarin, but if any body could pre- 
tend to that place, it was without doubt Monſieur de Tel. 
lies, he had two Sons and one Daughter. The Daughter 
is marry d to the Marquis de Villeguier, who is now 
Duke. d Aumont; for his Sons, be bred up the eldeſt, 
who is the Marquis de Louvois, to Buſineſs, and the 
youngeſt to the Church, and who is now Coadjutor to 
the Arch- Biſhoprick of Rheims, under Cardinal Aatoiae; 
by which means he is certain to be, one time or other, 
Juke and Peer of France; and the other had the aſ- 
ſurance of being Secretary of State after his Father. 
His great Services are ſo freſh in the memory of all 
| men, 
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men, that tis needleſs to mention them, all the great 
tranſactions of Europe were form'd in his head, and 
he manages the place at this day, with as much repu- 
tation as my Maſter did in his time, which is enough 
for any man to ſay in his Commendation; only I 
- muff be allow'd to make this difference between the 
preſent time, and the days paſt, that my Maſter 
was ſo far from being ſeconded by a vigorous young 
King, that he had none oppos'd his directions, more 
than him who he endeavour to ſerve moſt ; where- 
as his preſent Majefty is the firſt a Horſeback to 
execute thoſe deſigns that have been projected in his 
Cabinet. ee | 
However it was, the Services both of the Father and 
Son could not be better rewarded than they are now. 
The Father is Chancellor of France, the greateſt ho- 
nour that can be conferr'd upon the Crown, and who 
is the leading Man, both at Court and on the Bench: 
The Son is Secretary of State, chief Miniſter, and in 
a word, the Perſon on whom the King relies, in mat- 
ters of the greateſt moment, whether for Peace or War. 
In the mean time, I muſt not forget one circumſtance, 
which proves the gratitude of both the Father and Son. 
Monſieur Colbert, who had the adminiſtration of the 
Finances, being dead about 2 or 3 years ago, they pro- 
curd his place for the Son of Mr Pelletier, whom we 
have ſpoken of, as a recompence for the favour they 
had receiv'd from his Father. ; 
I have been a little Iarger than ordinary upon the riſe 
and fortune of the Chancellor, and the Marquis de Lo 
vots his Son; twill be acknowledged not to be fo re. 
mote as may be thought, being to relate in what fol- 
lows, many great Actions which have paſs d under their 
Miniftry, and I ought to give an Idea of thoſe which 
manag d the Government,toſhew that fuch Maſterpieces 
of Policy could not proceed from any perſons, but ſuch 
as were perfectly verſt in the niceſt affairs of State. 
But to return to my own caſe, ever fince I —_ 
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the Negoriation at Bruſſels, I was frown'd upon every 

where, and was ſo {lighted by the Queen and the Mi. 
niſter, that I reſoly'd to retire. The King in the mean 
time, having exil'd Monfieur Deſnorrs, for having but 

offer d ro ſpeak in favour of the Queen, did not how- 
ever proceed with the ſame vigour againſt Cardinal Ma. 
zarin nor Chavigny, who had eſpous'd her Intereſts : 
Tis true, they did it genteely, and inſtead of propo- 

ing it downright to the King, to make her Regent, 
they only advis'd him while he was ina condition to do 
it, to ſettle his affairs as he pleas d they ſhould be ma- 
nag d after his Death; that the Infancy of his Chil- 
dren requir'd this at his hands; at leaſt he would have 

this ſatisfaction at his Death, to know what would 

become of them ; whereas, if he omitted it, they 

would be expos'd to ſtrange unforeſeen Accidents. 

The King could not deny, but what they ſaid was 
highly reaſonable, but he met with a great many in- 
vincible difficulties; as ſoon as ever he went about this 
ſettlement; he could think of no body to leave the 
Government of his Children to, but the Queen or the 
D. of Orleance his Brother; but the latter appear'd to 
him to be of too unſettled and unquiet Spirit, and the 
«ther too much of a Spaniard : So he took the middle 
of theſe extteams, and joyn'd them both in the Admi- 
iſtration, hoping they would temper one another, and 
perform the duty of ſo great a Charge the better: It 
nappen'd to this Contrivance, as it does to a State that 
continues Neuter, while its Neighbours are fighting out 
their Quarrel, neither one nor t other were pleas d with 
what the King had done for them, and new Plots were 
ſet at work on both ſides, to make him alter his reſo- 
lution z the Courtiers obſerv'd the contrivances of both 
Parties, but none knew which would prevail, or who 
ſhould. govern the Queen, if ſhe ſhould happen to get 
the Power abſolutely into her hands, for ſhe carry'd it 
ſo fair to all fides, that ſhe had every day new Favou- 
rites: The Cardinal Mazarin did his utmoſt to incline 
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the Scale on his ſide; and to the end that the Queen 
might be prevail'd on, by his zeal to her Service, he 
improv'd every moment of the Kings Life, to endes. 
vour to gain him to do ſomething more in her fa. 
vour : He laid it before him, how a Mother had natu- 
ral Obligations, and would certainly diſtinguiſh the In. 
tereſt of her own Children, from that of the neareſt Re. 


| lations ; that twas not the ſame thing with reſpeQ to 


the D. of Orleans, for he who durſt ſeveral times take 


up Arms againſt his Majeſty himſelf, would make no 


Icruple to do the like againſt a Child; that inthe moſt 
flouriſhing condition of the State, his Birth occafion'd 


that a multitude of the Nobility made their Court to 


him, which they would have more reaſon to do, when 
joyn'd with ſo great an Authority. The King was not 
mov'd with all this, but anſwer'd that he had taken 
care of all by the form of Government, that he had ſet. 
tled in his Declaration; and ſo dy'd without making 
any alteration. 

1 had been ſo us d to the Court, that notwith- 
ſtanding the reſolution I had taken to retreat fror. 
it, I could not bring my ſelf to do it. I followd 
the fortune of the Duke de Richelieu, who was a Pet. 
ſon to whom my Maſter had bequeath'd both his E. 
ſtate and his Title; ſome ſay he was his Son by Ma. 


1 dam d Eguillon, but he had not Wit enough to be 
the Son of fo great a Man, which makes me give no 
credit to that report: However it was, finding he did 


nothing worthy of that Name, I took my leave of the 
Court, without giving him any reaſons for ir, being 


very melancholy. at parting from a ere which | 


thought was the moſt charming in the World. My de- 


Hig was to engage in the War, which was very hot on 
2 


Il ſides on ont Frontiers; for tho I had loſt a great 


deal of time, yet I found my ſelf able and vigorous 
enough, as | thought, for the hardſhip of the Service. 


This oblig d me to make my court to Mr /e Teller, 


to whom I was particularly enough known, to give me 
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ground to hope for ſomething from him: But as he 
was all Policy, he ſpoke to the Cardinal of me, who 
forbid him giving me any Employment: I knew im- 
mediately that he muſt have receiv'd ſome ſuch order 
as this, for Monſieur 4e Tellier did not ſpeak to me 
as he us'd ro do, and inſtead of giving me poſitive 
aſſurances, as he had done before, that I ſhould have 
what I demanded, he | me off now with telling me, 


%% Bo nt: ( 


e he ſhould be very glad to do me any ſervice; this was 
o a word ſo cuſtomary with him, when he intended to 
ſt do nothing at all, that Jene took it for granted: In 
ddl mean time I was vext that he had held me in ſuſ- 


pence ſo long, and Monſieur de Ja Chaſtres having ob- 
fery'd, that I was grumbling and fretting as I came 
out of his Office, he told me, that if Ipleaſed he would 
find me out a Maſter, who ſhould make up all my 
et. lofſes and ſorrow for the old one; I told him, I ſhould 
be glad of it, provided before hand, thar it ſhould not 
be the Duke d Orleans, and he naming to me at the 
h. ſame time the Duke de Beaufort, I anſwer'd him, I had 
„ always a great eſteem for him, but he being engagd 
F in Intereſts contrary to the late Cardinal my Maſter, 
er · he could not put any confidence in me; nor indeed 
E. could I ſerve him heartily: He askt me, if I thought 1 
12- did wiſely in talking at that rate, and after that ha- 
be ung liv'd fo long at Court, 1 had made ſo little ad · 
no vantage of what 1 had ſeen, as not to know that nothing 
lid WM but Intereſt rules opinion: That as long as Cardinal 
the Rehelieu was alive, I did well not to engage with any” 
ing of his Enemies; but now at this time, when I was flight- | 
nd by the preſent Miniſter, I ought to joyn my Telf - AJ 
de- vo the Intereſt and Friendſhip of thoſe who had cauſe — 
ton do hate him, and if any one was on thoſe terms with 7 
eat him, twas certainly the Duke de Beaufort, who hal 
ous been robb'd by him ot the Queen Mother's favour. 
ice. when but for him, he might by his power with her, A 
ter, ¶ have done any thing for his Friends; that he.was a . 
me WW drisk bold Prince, and knew how to value a man of 
4 n worth, 
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worth, and one, in ſhort, whoſe Service he was very 
glad he had enter'd into; that if I pleas'd he would 
ſpeak to him for me, and twould be enough to eſta. 
bliſh his Confidence in me, but to tell him the averſion 
I had to the Cardinal Mazarin. | 
The difficulty I had ro quit the Court, and the 
eager deſire I had alſo to revenge my ſelf of theCardi- 
nal, made me the readier to accept this offer; ſo he 
ſpoke to Monfieur de Beaufort, who expreſt a very 
extraordinary deſire to have me. And having told him, 
that I ſhould find him at Anet, whither he was going, 
I parted from Paris with one of my acquaintance, who 
had a Houſe on that Road, and with whom I had made 
2 match to play at Longue Paume; fo we ſent our 
Men before us, and following our ſelves, we took 
the way to Cour la Reine, fo to go from thence by 
the Bois de Bolopne to St. Cloud: As we were a little 
beyond the Mareſchal de Baſſompier's Houſe, where 
there is now a Convent, ſome body threw a Stone at 
the Gentleman thar was with me, and hit him on the 
Back, and looking behind him to ſee who it was, he 
ſaw ſome people on the Leads of the Houſe, who 
nodded their heads ar him, and thinking they had 
been Women, Morbleu, ſays he, they laugh at s; as 
he was ſaying this, they hallow'd and threw Stones at 
us again; and now we could ealily diſcern that they 
were not Women, as we thought, but Men, who did 
not conceal themſelves, but began to Jeer at us and 
Banter us, and to overdo it too, fo as 'rwas not to be 
born: So my Friend drew a Piſtol, and a Stone com- 
ing at him, and hitting him on the Arm, he made no 
more ado, bur fir d, and narrowly miſt killing the per- 
Jon that he ſhot at; and was going to draw his other 
Piſtol, when the people of the place told us, that it 
was the Duke of Orleant, who was there with all 
dis Court. This advice came too late. We took it for 
ee that we ſhould be immediately purſu'd ; and 
kay 


ing no way left but to ride for it, we ſet Spurs b 
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our Horſes, and mide off as faſt as we could: We 
were hardly got to the top of La Montagne de bons 
homme s, when 5 or 6 Horſemen ſhew'd themſelves 
coming full ſpeed after us; and the our Horſes-were 
all in a foam, we ſpurr d on amain, without giving 
them breath: They had need have been good Horſes 
to have ſecur'd us from theſe purſuers, for they came 
on as if they had flown, and were almoſt up wich us 
before we got to the Bois de Bolagne; ſo that ſeeing 
no way to eſcape, We telolv'd to face them ; and my 
Friend, who wanted no Courage, was going to fire the 
Piſtol he had left, when one of his Friends being of 
the party, and knowing him, call'd him by his 
Name, and told him, ſince twXas he, all was well, and 


munning to him, he embrac'd him; ſo the reſt put 
up their Piſtols alſo: We very civilly told them, 
that it we had known it had been the Duke de Orle- 
aut, we ſhould not have behiav'd our ſelves as we did; 
and they aſſur d us on the other hand, that if they nad 
known it had been us, they ſhould have us d us better: 
But I queſtion whether they would or not; for a man 
that would go a ſharping, and catching Cloaks off 
Peoples backs in the Night on the Pont Neuf, as the 
Duke of Orleans us d to do, would not have been eaſi- 
lyprevaiPd on to be civil to us. 
The Quarrel being thus ended, nothing would ſerve 
them, but we muſt go back with them. which Io 
posd with all my power; as well for chat I would 
willingly be punctual at the place I was going to, as 
alſo becauſe 1 knew I ſhould be ſuſpetted in that Com- 
pany 3 but all 1 could ſay was to no purpoſe, ſo i was 
oblig'd to go with them. We found the Duke d Or- 
leans, with five or ſix others engag'd in a Debauch; 
he never took notice that I livd with the Cardinal 
Richelieu, or that 1 had refus d his Service, but ſer us 
down at the Table, where, having drank exceſſve hard, - 
be had a mind to ſhow 8 Prince, that 95 N 
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_  havea Frolick that ſhould have ſomething in it extra. 


.- ordinary. There was the Collonel of the Regiment of 


Languedoc there, whoſe Name was Vallon, a rodigious 
fat Fellow, and took ſo little heed to his ſhape. that 
inſtead of Dyeting himſelf for it, all his delight was 
in cramming himſelf with good Cheer: This Collo. 
nel was to lye down flat upon his back, and the Duke 
was to eat an Omelette of Eggs upon his Belly; 
Wallon lay down very readily, and expos'd his bare 
Belly for their Table, and rhe Cook clapt the Omelette 
out of the Pan upon it; while he was ſo drunk that 
either he did not feel it burn him, or elſe in point of 
' Honour he would not confeſs it. 
After every one had eaten of this Ragout, and ex- 
eſt their ſatisfaction with, it, both the Duke and all 
is Company, they muſt needs go all to Paris, to Ma. 
dam de Neves, a Lady who was very well known: 
let my buſineſs be what it would, I was fain to go 2 
long with them in ſpight of my Teeth; they did there 
all they were capable of doing in the condition they 
were in, till the Woman of the Houſe being enrag'd 
at their uſage of her and ſome other of the Whores they 
had ſent for: The Duke of Orleans, to pacify her, told 
her, he would make her ſome ſport z ſo he ſent for a 
Commiſſaire, under pretence of ſome diſturbance in the 
Houſe : The Commiſſaire came well guarded, and the 
Duke d Orleans having hid us in a Chamber out of 
fight, there was no body appear'd but he and Waller 
the Collonel ; they were both lying on the Bed, with 
Madam Neves in the middle; and the Commiſſaire 
thinking now he had catcht them in the fact, and not 
knowing who they were, bid them get up, but they 
refuſing, he bid his followers pull them out by force; 
and they beginning to lay hands on them, they were 
ſurpriz'd to ſee us ſally out of our hole, and the more, 
for that we did not come on as if we intended to at- 
tack them, but with our Hats in our hands, making 


our refpetts to the perſon they were going to lug = 
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of the Bed; they were further ſurpriz d when they 
ſaw the rich Habit that was brought to the Duke, 
when he went to dreſs him; but when they ſaw the 
Blue Kibbon, they were Thunder-ſtruck and per- 


| fefly aſtoniſht : The Commiſſaire began then to ſee 


her error, and threw himſelf at the Dukes feet to beg 
his mercy-z the Duke bid him fear nothing, and he 
ſhould come off cheap enough: We did not know 
what he would do, but he was not long a contriving : 
He call'd down the other Women, who had not yet ap- 
d, and ſet them on the Bed-fide in a row, and ta- 
ing one ata time, he made the Commiſſaire and all 
his Attendants, naked in their Shirts, with a Wax Can- 
dle in their hands, come and do homage to ſomething 
he ſhow'd them; thereby to make, as he call'd it, an 
we anger N to their . : 
After this, we had every one liberty to go where 
we d Be havi folt a great deal oftime, I was 
afraid that Monſieur de Beaufort would be got to Anet 
before me, ſo I travell'd all night, for fear he ſhould 
think I would diſappoint him, but when I came there I 
found he was not yetarriv'd, which I was very glad of; 
but two days being paſt, and not a word of him to be 
heard, I could not tell what to make of it; heing ver 
impatient, and not knowing how to diſpoſe of my ſelf | 
took my Horſe and went out upon the great Road, toſJee 
if I could meet with any body, at laſt I ſawa man come 
galloping along, and immediately concluding that it 
was ſome body from him, I would have ſtopt him to 
have askt what News he brought; but he taking 
no notice of me, rode on, and went into the Caſtle: 
s ſoon as he was in they ſhut up the Gates, at which 
| was ſurptiz d, for it wanted a good deal of night; 
I came and knockt at che Gate to get in, but ali to no 
purpoſe, tho I waited above an hour; at laſt, as I was 
jult going away, I heard a great many doleful crys 
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We and at the ſame time ſaw them let down the . . 
Bridge; I went in, an found rhat this affliQiol,- .- 
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was occaſion'd by tha perſon who brought them the 
News, chat the Duke de Beaufort was apprehended 
at Pars. 5 3 6 : ; | 5 8 
This Prince had been much in favour witli the Queen 
Mother, who had given him ſo many marks of her 
elteem, as left it without queſtion, for one day when 
they thought the King was juſt à dying ſhe put her 
Children into his hands, which was the cauſe that all 
the Princes of the Blood were Jealous of him: If the 
Duke de Beaufort had manag'd himſelf wiſely after 
this, there was all the appearance in the World that 
dhe would have been made Chief Miniſter, at leaſt he 
would have been the Favourite: But having Plotted 
with Chateazneuf and others to ruin the Cardinal Ala. 
2arin, he no ſooner ſaw himſelf fettled above their 
Pqwer to ſhake him, but he diſpers'd the whole Fatti- 
on, cauſing ſome to be apprehended, and others to fly 
the Kingdom; tho' I knew nothing ot all the intrigue, 
yet I was it ſeems involv'd in the miſchiefs of it; for 
ſomebody having told Maga/ in that I had been ſecn 
talking with Monfieur de la Chaſfres, he put me down 
in the black Roll of thoſe he intended to ſecure, and 
was ſurpriz d with a witnefs, when at my return from 
Anet 1 ſaw my felt very decently ſent to the Baſtilt; 
de la Chartes came off better than 1, but was fain to 
ſurrender his Commiſſion of Collonel General of the 
Swifs, to purchaſe his Liberty. e 
- He did not continue fo long in Priſon as I did, for 
having none of thoſe powerful Friends that he had, | 
was forgotten in my miſery, and had not ſo much 4s 
the poor comfort of being vifited ; my Father and my 
Mother-in-law [ſeeing me embroil'd in State affairs. 
would not expoſe themſelves to the diſpleaſure of the 
Miniſter ; and for fear my Brothers ſhoul&be kinder, 
they forbid them coming at me. I cannot expreſs how 
much 1 was afflicted at the beginning of my Confine 
ment, but as there is nothing ſo harſh but groꝶs fa. 
1 miliar by cuſtom, I made a virtue of neceſſity, and bore 
u very patiently fix whole years without any diverf 


1 
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on, but that of a few Books which they gave me liberty 
to ſend for: In the mean time the Duke de Beaufort 
made his eſcape from Vinciennes, where he had bee 
confin d; and finding all ſorts of people diſſatisfy d with 
the management of Cardinal Magarin, he began his 
intrigue anew, but with a little better ſucceſs than be- 
fore; I had been ſo long in Priſon, that I began to think 
thatall the world had forgot me,or thought I was dead : 
but when Idreamt of it leaſt of all, I ſaw a man come 
into my Chamber who I remembred to have belong'd 
to the Cardinal Mazar:n, he told me that he came to 
offer me my liberty, if I would promiſe him that af. 
ter I had recover'd it, I would honeſtly acquaint him 
with all I knew of the Duke de Beaufori's deſigns: 1 
made no pauſe upon his words, but anſwer'd him im- 
mediately, that I never underſtood till now, why I 
was committed, which it ſeems was „ ſuſpicion 
that I ſhould hold intelligence with that Prince, which 
God knew was no ſuch matter, but tho I had no con- 
cern in the leaſt with him, nothing was capable of ma- 
king me accuſe a man by whom I was but ſfuppos'd to 
be eſteem d; he would have ſaid ſeveral things to have 
made me alter my mind, but giving him no anſwer, 
but that I ſcorn'd to be a Spy for any Man, he left me 
y 5 found me; and went to carry his Story to his 

aſter. | 

I preſently concluded from hence, the Duke de Beax- 
fort had made his eſcape, and that they were afraid of 
him, and I long'd now to be at liberty to joyn with him 
in his Reſentment, and after thinking ſeriouſly how I 


and I +x@folv'd upon that; I brib'd the Fellow that 


might CY it, I found that there was but one way, 


brought Bocks to me, who coming ſo often was not 
miſtruſted, and he brought me at ſeveral times, Rope 
enough to reach down from my Chamber window to 
the-Ditch; how great ſoever the danger ſeem'd, yet! 
ventur d one very dark night, and having gotten down 
with ſome difficulty, 38 a ſhift to get — 
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the Ditch, having before taken exact notice of ey; 
ſtep I was to make; ſo I got off and came into Pari: 
at the Porte de St Martin: 1 lay under a Stall all 
that Night, it being too late to diſturb any of my 
Friends; but at break of day went into the Faux. 
burgb de St Germaine, where I got me a Lodging: 
- Tenquir'd there what News was ſtirring, and was 
told that all the Town was in Combuſtion, upon 
the account of an Edict which the Cardinal had pub. 
- liſh'd, by which he Taxt all the Soveraign Courts. 
The Harred'l bore him, made me forget the Love | 
bear to my Native Country, which was threatned 
with great Revolutions; in ſhort, the Parliament, 
whom it principally concern'd, gave at the ſame time 
a:Decree againſt Magarin, and ſome of the Members 
were ſo violent againſt him, that if the 'reſt would 
Have follow'd their Counſel, they would have ven. 
tur'd once to revenge thoſe many attempts he had 
made upon their Liberties and Laws, with the- price 
of his Blood, 2 | N 
The People, who ſaw themſelves ruin'd with Edict; 
one upon the neck of another, joyn d with the Parlia- 
ment, and all things ſeem'd to be in a poſture for a 
revolt: but that which compleated all was, that the 
Queen Mother clapt ſome of their Body up into a 
' Prifon, which ſerv'd like a ſignal for all the reſt to 
take up Arms. In a moment the Chains were drawn 
crofs- the Streets, and all the Lanes and Paſſages bar. 
ricadoed, and the Citizens left their Shops and Em- 
| erent, and form'd themſelves into Regiments for 
the War: So great was the publick Hatred againſt 
the Cardinal. The Queen Mother thought to appeaſe 
this Tumult with good words, but finding it to no 
purpoſe, ſhe brought together ſome of the Guards, 
_ - which ſerv'd indeed but to enrage the People. 
thought now I might venture out without danger, and 
2 Boy that had formerly liv'd with me, knowing me, 
cryed out, Here, Here was one would be ſure to own 
ez 
2f1--* > | 
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with them, for he had ſuilerd deeply by the Tyran- 
ny of Masarin, and coming up to me at the ſame 
time, ſaluted me; but I was fo vext to ſee he had dif 
cover d me, that inſtead of accepting his Cempliment, 
I fell to reprimanding him ſeverely; but the Croud, 
hearing what, he ſaid, flockt about me, and ask ing 
mea hundred queſtions,” which I anſwer'd as well as 
I could. They made me go with them to the Main 
Guard , A me I ſhould be their Captain, 
if they met with any reſiſtance, for I lookt like a 
Souldier, * 

This diſturbance would have run further, if the 
Queen Mother, who had before refus d to ſet at liberty 
thoſe ſhe had made Priſoners, had not now been bet- 
ter advis'd ; but ſhe releaſt them, and every one went 
home quickly. I was afraid however, that this mat- 


ter would be a new Cauſe of Quarrel at me; and in 


ſhort, I made no queſtion, having been ſo rudely han- 
dled by him already, but he would accuſe me now of 
having been a Ringleader in the publick Tumult; and 
tho the Queen had promis'd to forget all that was 
done, yet knowing very well that they never wanted 
5 when they had a mind to ruin a. man, 


thought it my beſt way to, get ſome ProteQti- 


on ; that of the Parliament was the ſecureſt as things 
then ſtood, for they had not only the love of thePeo- 
ple, who fooliſhly thought all this had been done on 
their account, but had alſo engag'd ſeveral Provinces 
in the Quarrel, who had no leſs good will to pull 
down Mazarin. The Parliament feceivd my Petiti- 


on, which was preſented by the Duke de Beaufort, 


who was a perſon very agreeable to the Pariſians, 
prineipally becauſe they thought him irreconcilable 
to Mazarin, To my requeſt was granted; and being 
then ſafe enough, I adherd to the Duke de Beaufort's 


Party, who all of them hated the Cardinal. If I _ 
ſhould mention all the Intrigues and Contrivances laid 


againſt him, twould ſwell theſe Memoirs into many 
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Volumes: but being reſoly'd to ſpeak of nothing hy 
what I had a hand in my ſelf, I ſhall content my ſe 
with telling you that the Parliament having done al 
they could againſt him, he reſolv'd to humble them, 
but twas impoſſible to bring it about, without redy 
cCing Paris to Obedience, which having taken part a. 
gainſt him with ſo much heat, and being till ready 
to break into Arms again, upon the leaſt occaſion, 
the Enterprize did notonly ſeem difficult, bur aboye 
his ſkrengch. There was above a hundred thouſan{ 
fighting men in the City, to whom the Kings Troops 
were as good as nothing: Nevertheleſs the Duke d 
Enguien, who was now Prince of Conde, by the death 
of his Father, being return d from Flanders, and ha. 
ving promis'd him to eſpouſe his Quarrel, he drew 
His Army out of their Quarters; and the Court being 
withdrawn from Paris, the City was as it were blockt 
up» Paris being certainly the moſt Populous City in 
the World, the Paſſages being ſtopt up, brought them 
into great diſtreſs : every one ſaid twas a ſhame they 
ſhould be ſtary'd fo by a hand ful of People; ſo they 
appointed a day for a general Muſter. The Forces 
being all come together, the Captains, who were all 
Councellors (for the whole was an Army of Burghers) 
were for drawing them up in Battalia, that the Gene. 
ral might take a view of them, but no body knew 
which way to go about it: This was ſo pitiful a Bu- 
ſineſs, that it made thoſe people laugh, that knew no 
more how to do it than they : at laſt out ſtepsa fellow 
from the Kanks all in a heat, and bluſtring about, 
ſaid aloud, that this was not according to the, Rules 
of Diſcipline ; that he had been fix monthsa Souldier 
in the Guards, and he was very much deceiv'd_ if he 
could not do it better himſelf; every body was over. 
joy d that they had gotten a Man of A ona among 
them, and having delegated him the Command by a 
great ſhout of God bleſs the Parliament, and our new 


Meer: he was made Major General of the Indaptry, 
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and as the mark of his Office, he receiv'd the Trun- 
cheon, from the hands of Videau de Grammont Coun. 
cellor aux Enquites; Grammont was Juſt a going to 
give him his Corſlet, but being afraid of bringing a diſ- 
grace upon his Family, who had the reputation of 
being of a Warlike diſpoſition, he caus'd them to pro- 
cure him another: His Son is as chary of his Corſlet 
to this day, as he is of his Beard, and wears it in Car. 
nival time, which makes him look like an old Cor- 
poral, diſguis d like a Councellor. | 

This new Major was a little out in ordering hisBat- 
talia ; However, all people admir'd what he had done, 


and the Officers of the Regiment carry'd him home to 


Dinner with them in ceremony, giving him the upper 
end of the Table; there they conſulted of the means to 
raiſe the Blockade of the Town, and all that the Ma. 
jor ſaid was receiv'd like an Oracle; but all this did 
not hinder the Prince of Conde from attacking Charen- 
ion, where the Pariſians had poſted three thouſand 
Men under command of one Clancleu, and this Poſt 
being of great conſequence, they detach d a Party of 
twenty thouſand men to relieve it; I went among the 
reſt, and had the honour to be one of the principal Of- 
ficers among the Cavalry, which was order'd to ſupport 
the Infantry; we left them to take the Front when we 
went our, but they were not ambitious for what they 
thought not their due. The Prince of Conde appearing 
with three or four hundred Horſe, they, were defirous 
to take the Rear Guard, but the order of Bartel bein 
difpos'd otherwiſe,we would not allow it, and continu 
to give them the honour of the Van, by retiring our 
ſelves full ſpeed back into the Town: They call d this 
a Flight, tho we ſay, twas but our obedience to the 


Command that order d us to keep in the Rear; how- 
eher it was, if the Prince of Conde had pleas d, he 
might have cut off all our Infantry, but he contented 
himſelf with taking Charenton, where he loſt the 


Duke de Chatillon, bi Kinſman. 
1 was 


ed to go into the Town again after ſuch 
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an action as this, for tho, perhaps I was none of the 
firſt that fled, yet it was enough diſhonour but to haye 
been in ſuch bad Company; we would ſeveral times af. 
ter that try our Fortunes with the Enemy, but being 
always beaten, tho we were ten to one, I ſaw plainly | 
ſhould get butlittle honour by fighting at the head of 
Tuch Militia z in the mean time the Parliament abated 
nothing of their hatred to the Cardinal, but in their 
condition the old Proverb would not hold good, Arm 
cedunt Toge, ſo they thought of an Accommodation, 
and the more too, becauſe all the people of Quality, 
tho at firſt they took part with them, began to hold 
correſpondence with the Court; *twas however op- 


| pox by a great many, who were for demanding aſ- 


ance of the Arch Duke; and the Prince of Cot, 
who was declar d Generaliſimo of the Party, was of 
this opinion: ſo they nominated the Marquis de Noir. 
mouſtier and Laicqnes to go thither ; I was alſo of 
this number, not in the quality of a Plenipotentiary, 
as they were, but in that of a ſubaltern Miniſter, who 
was to follow their orders. | 

I was not affraid now to ſhow my ſelf there, going 
in ſo good a Character, and did not doubt but we ſhould 
be well receiv d; in ſhort, the Arch Duke promis d 
us to march his Army to remove our Blockade, and 
I was left with him, to put him in mind of his pro- 
miſe ; but I was not there above eight days, but I per. 
ceiv'd that the Count De —— who was ftill his 
Favourite, countetmined all our defigns. He did not 
care to have a man fo clear- ſighted as I to dive into 
his matters, and ſent word to de Laicques, who was 
his Friend, that they ſhould recall me immediately ; 
and all that I could underſtand from this Conduct was, 


that Madam de Chevrexſe, who ſeem'd to deſire the 


L — 
2 7 pe - Pry 
FM "WEN ; 7 D 2 
4 e * Sia » ? «44 1 
A * 1 % * 2 _ wht * 
= * nn « 1 
2 3 


2 2 1 bd 22 "IX . * 
rag 2 — 


ruin of the Cardinal, was always well with that Count, 
and endeavour'd to hinder theſe Troops entring into 
the Kingdom, to make a more advantageous Treaty for 
herſelf; our Journey had diſturbd the Court, _ 
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Count de Rochefort. 109 
ſhe was oblig'd ro meet them half way to make up the 
Peace, and as the Arch-Duke was too flow in his 
marches, and the Parliament beginning now to repent . 
of having call'd in Foreign Aid, the thing was imme- 
diately concluded, | | 

Every one was for making his advantage in this ac- 
commodation; ſome agreed for Money, and others 
for Places, whilſt poor I was the only perſon that got 
nothing, tho the chief of the Party had all along 
misd to take care of my Fortune. I was then ſable 
how little confidence was to berepos'd in the ces 
of great men, who promiſe largley when we can be 
ſerviceable to them, but fail not to forget us when we 


"ceaſe to be ſo any longer. In ſhort, I had been reduc'd 


to very mean circumſtances, but for my yearly Income 
at Lyons, which was all I had now to truſt to, after E 
had mainrain'd my Brothers ſo long at my own charge. 
"Twas not far me then to ſet up for Quality, yet was 
it ſufficient to maintain me, with good mage 
which at laſt I praQtisd, having never another Cardi- 
nal Richelieu, to whom I could have recourſe for what 
| wanted, and ſo reduced my attendance to a Valet de 
Chambre, and a Footboy; whereas in the Cardinal's days, 
| never kept leſs than fix or ſeven Servants in Family: 
This ſeem d ſomething odd to me, becauſe I had ever 
livd great, but I knew not yet what it was to be ne- 
. 95 tho it was not long before I did to ſome pur- 
e. | Wy 
le, who . ogy 7 5 pak 
my Eſcape out of Priſon, as for a | 
Im in the i diſturbances, caus'd my 2 at 
Lyons to be ſtopt, and ſeveral Attachments to be made 
on it under borrow d Names, though I never heard of 
it till I went to receive the Money, and then I was 
ſurpriz d indeed to find my ſelf indebted to people I 
never knew; but making light of it at firſt, I went to 
my Attorney, who told me the ſame ſtory, and that I 
muſt ſigna Grant of Poſſeſſion to them, till the Cauſe 
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me, that being 
muſt have one night to look amongſt his Papers, and 
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ſhould be decided. In the mean time, he ask d me fo, Ml c 
the Attachments, but I was not ſo prudent as to take 
them up, and ſo was forc'd to go back to the perſon 
that us d to pay me, and who put me off till the next 
day ; the next morning I went to his Houſe, but they 
told me there, that he was gone to a Siſter's of his, 
who lay a dying about ten leagues from Paris. 

Tvras with this excuſe they held me in ſuſpence for 
a fortnight at leaſt, yet in all this time never dreamt 
of this Fellows holding correſpondence with Masa. 
rin; at laſt one told me he had ſeen him in the Street 
whereupon, with abundance of Joy for his return, 
went to enquire for him; but when I aw they us 
the ſame pretences as before, I concluded then, ther: 
was ſome trick in ii. I told them roundly that I was 
inform d of his being in Town by ſeveral People, who 
had ſeen him, and vow'd I would not ſtir till] hal 

Th with him. He was not very far off it ſeen, 
for hearing what I ſaid, he cry d out at a diſtance, that 
all was well enough, and they ſhould let me in. He 
made me then a thouſand excuſes for going out of 
Town without giving me the things I requir'd, telling 


ut juſt come to Town, as, I Law, he 
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"rhe next day I ſhould certainly have them at my own 
hour. I was ſuch a Fool as to believe him again, and 
carne next morning by break of day, when feigning 
himſelf ſick, he told me in the condition that he was, 
He'could not poſſibly be as good as his word, and'en- 
deavour'd to put me off another day. But my parience 
was quite worn out with waiting, ſo I directed my 
Attorney to draw me up an Order to make him deliver 
the things. He no ſooner heard what I had done, but 
"never talking any more of the Attachments, he. re 
turn d anſwer, that 1 muſt make application to thoſe 
at Lyons, his Commiſſion being at end, and to prove 
what he ſaid, he ſhew'd me the Sham Copy of an Or. 
ler to recall it. This Was a reference with * 
Wort | 7 | 5 
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however, being oblig'd to write to Lyons, I ſent my 
Contract by the Poſt, to the end, that the perſon whom 
| writ to about this Affair, might as ſoon as he. re- 
ceic'd it, proceed with all expedition. I expected 
to or three Poſts to hear from him, but all in vain, 
for my Contract was loſt it ſeems, and another Man, 
to whom I had got one of my Friends to write, ſends: 
me this Account. | we He 

loſt a great deal of time in this manner, but *twas 
longer yet before I could procure a rough draught of 
my Contract; ar laſt they ſent me word from Lyons, 
that the Pay-maſter, who was formerly there, was re- 
ſtord to that Office, and that I muſt addreſs my ſelf 
to him. Accordingly 1 fent another Summons, to 
which he anſwered, That he had the Attachments in 
his hands, *rwas true, but I could not oblige him to 
Leliver chem till they were copy'd : I order d him to 
ſend me the Copies, which he was content to do, ſo he 
gave me in the Names of ſeven of my Creditors, whom, 
ts 1 faid, I had never ſo much as heard of in my Life; 
* WH 1 defired them to appoint what Court they would pro- 
Ceed in, and after they had appeard by their Attor- 
ey, there were three of them who declined the Juriſ- 
* diction of Chatelet. One of them was for removing 
due Tryal to the Requeſts du Palais, another to the Fo 
L Hotel, and the rhird to the Grand Council, where 
au nis Bufineſs was done, as he pretended. At laſt, 
satter our Cauſe had depended above three months, 
„ad when it was Juſt going to be decided, they brought 
it into the Privy Council for the ſake of that Judge's 
Regulation. "Twas my ill luck to have a Sollicitor 
who naturally hated to take pains, ſo that I thought 
our Tryal was delay'd more out of his Lazineſs than 
Malice; but I was miſtaken, for havin 1 one of- 
his Servants with a little Money, the Fellow told me 
3$ a ſecret, that, in ſhort, twas to no purpole for me to 
wait for any concluſion to my Affair, for his Maſter 
was exprefly order d to the contrary. I as kt him how 
e 8 | 8. 
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any ſatisfaction from him, 


to expect any favour. 


he came to know that, and he told me, there was ; 


certain man whocame often to his Maſter from the Car. 


dinal on this Errand, and by the deſcription he gare 

me of him, I knew it could be no other than Bellinza. 

#7, the worthy Servant to ſuch a Maſter. + 
*Tis impoſſible to expreſs the rage I was in when 1 


heard this: I ſpoke of it with ſome paſſion to the Mz. 


ſter of Requeſts, but 2 ] was not likely to get 
went to make my com · 
plaint to the Chancellor Seguier, who promis d to do 


me Juſtice. He continued but three days in the mind, 


for after Mazarin had ſpoke to him he never regardel 
his word, and tho I gave my conſtant attendance on 
him every day, I made no progreſs in my bufineſs : 


In the mean time, Money began to grow ſcarce, and 


I was forc'd to borrow of thoſe Friends that were in. 


 clin'd to pity my condition: My Father I had often 


werit to on that account, but receiv'd no anſwer, and 


might have ſtarv'd, if all the World had been like 


him. I was advis'd to Petition the Queen Mother, 2 


Princeſs ofa very compaſſionate Nature, and who only 


was not belov'd by the Parifians, becauſe they did 
not know her. I begg d her therefore that ſhe would . 


be pleas d to order the Chancellor and Sollicitor to do 
me Juſtice, and to haſten the Tryal of my Cauſe, but 
*rwas my misfortune that that Princeſs committed all 


things to Cardinal Mararin, from hom you may be 


ſure, as he was 2 party concern d, J had little reaſon 


* 


Ic fard with me at that time as with all thoſe in 


Miſery: 1 was forſaken by thoſe I had the moſt de- 


led upon, and after I had two or three months 


longer ſollicited in vain, I was tedyc'd to ſuch extream 


poverty that I was aſhamed of my ſelf, and knowing 


not where to hide my head, my laſt refuge was to go 


to my Fathers, in hopes after what T had done for his 
Family, he could not deny me ſome ſmall Relief, 


- 


hen he ſhould ſee me ſuing for it in another 8 7 
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| cim de Rochefort. 1 2 5 
than what I had done in my Letters. I ſcarce had 
wherewithal to carry me down, and twould certainly 
have mov'd any one to fee a Man who was lately in 
ſuch Splendor, forc'd to ſtarve himſelf for fear of 
wanting Money on the Road. When I light at the 
Door, the old Servants of the Family, who had ſeen 
my Grandeur, and ſaw me now, could not believe 
their own Eyes, but my Father and Mother-in-Law 
could not help knowing me, or they were will ing 
enough elſe to forget me; for though I; found them 
at Table when I came in, they hardly had the civility 
ro make me fit down, and when I did, the meſt of my 
Entertainment at Supper was the Reproaches they 
made me for my Extravagance, which had brought me 
into this condition. How ſtrange a thing is this Mi- 
ſery, that the Mind as well as the Body ſhould fink 
under its oppreſſion ! I was ſo dejected, that I knew 
not what ſo ſay for my ſelf, and but tat I ſighd ar 
every word they ſpoke, I ſeem'd to haye loſt both 
Lite and Senſe. Bi „ 
After this Welcome the firſt day, I would not have 
itay'd another in the Houſe, if I had known whithe 
io have gone; for alas, my old Eriendehg Curate ha 
been dead aboye two years, and Heaven it ſelf ſeem d 
to conſpite'to load me with misfortunes, _ Tho I bre 
them” all as well as I was able, and endeavouring te 
bring my Father to Reaſon, I nada Lena how, + 


ice, and tyrould not be long before Cardinal Mag a> 
rin would be weaty, and ceaſe perſecuting ine, if it, 
were only to be free tom the Complaints I would 
nake againſt bich. . told him. abundance, af other 
things to make them ſenfible_that his Mopęy would. 
not be thrown away, and that [ intended to repay bim; | 
but he, all in a fury, interrupting me, Why ſurely then, 
ſays he, 50 rake me ſor * that 3s eaſily to be * 
. £ | ut 


te ſtood afteQted ro lend me Tome ſmall, matter to ca. 
ry me back. agaip, ro Paris. I told Him mine was a2 

lain raſe, that they could pot alwaysgeny ine Jus - | 
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but you are miſtaken Sir, go banter ſome body elſe with 
your ſham. ſtories, I know the hs A we'll enough why 
your Money is ſtopt, and pity the poor Creditors you 
rail at, as they are not only like to boſe their due, but at 
they bave todo with a Fellow of ſuch wicked Principles, 

heſe words made me ſo deſperate, but that [ re. 


fAlefted on the Sin I was going to commit, I had cer. 


tainly ſtabb'd my ſelf at the very inſtant , yet I could 
not forbear uſing a thouſand Reproaches, and though 
I knew well enough what my ReſpeCt oblig'd me to, 
yet I didand faid many things which were not decent 
to beuſed to ones Father. He took occaſion from this 
('twas either he or my Mother-in-Law) to forbid me 
their Table: And to put me out of all doubt, there 
comes up one of the Servants about ten in the mor- 
ing, and ſpreads me a Napkin on the Table in my own 
Chamber, and acquaints me with their pleaſure; tho 
the Cloath was laid ſo edtly, it was not till after they 


had din'd that I had any thing brought me to eat, and 


then I had the honour to ſhare in their Scraps with the 
Servants But what madded me above all was, to ſee 
how great my Brothers liv'd, particularly the Abbot, 
who-grew. ſo wealthy, there was nohe in all the 
Country, as he fancied, that could compare with him, 
He kept two or three packs of Dogs, two Hintſimen, 
five or fix good Horſes, and yet never was the Man 
that once invited me to Hunt with him, though he 


; ow'd all his Greatneſs to my means. 


- *Tis but meer Raillery ro ſay that any one dies of 
Grief, for if *rwere true, I could never have outlivd 
mine, At laſt, after I had liv'd there three months in 
this manner, and not being able to endure the Ill treat 
ment I met with, I reſolved to return to Parit. Much 
ado T had to ſqueeze from my Father Money enough 


to bear the Charges of my Journey; but I was not got 
2 two Leagues on my way, before he that was his 
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Count de Rochefort. 115 
ſent me with them, but being in the hands of one of 
his Friends, he could not have them before, adding that 
his Predeceſſor was oblig'd to me, as he had been to 
his Predeceſſor; ſo begg d me to accept of them, and 
wiſh'd he could have commanded more for my ſake. 

[ had receiv'd in my Life many confiderable Sums 
from the Cardinal, but I profeſs I never was ſo ſenſible 
of his Liberalities, as of the kindneſs of this poor Cu- 
rate ; I told him therefore, that I heartily accepted of 
his Preſent, and if Heaven ſhould favour me with an 
opportunity, I would give him ptoof of my Gratitude, 
for, not to diſſemble with him, bur to tell him plainly 
how things ſtood, I was in Tuch neceſſity, that without 
this ſeaſonable relief of his, I mult have certainl 
ſtary'd, After a great many Compliments on both 
ſides we parted, and I kept on my way to Paris: When 
| came there, | found the Civil War ready to break 
out again. The Prince de Conde was gone to St Maur, 
upon a falſe Alarm, with a Troop of Attendants little 
inferiour to the Kings. This Prince, who had done 
Cardinal Mazarin ſo much ſervice, as I have menti - 
ond, was in requital confin d to a ſevere Impriſonment, 
out of which being eſcap'd by meer good fortune, ha 
continu'd ſo apprehenſive of the like uſage, that he ne- 
ver reſted _ — thoughts and —§—7* — 5— | 
being inſtigated by a great many people that J 
zarin: If I had been in the 1 I could have 
wiht'my felf, twould not have been long before 1 
wou'd have waited on him, and offer d him my humble 
Service; but being now in a condition ſo far different 
from what I had appear'd-in, I was forc'd to content 
my ſelf, only with making Prayers and Wiſhes for the 
| {ſucceſs of his Deſigns. UTE 
hn the mean time, the Parliament began again to 
make Decrees againſt Magarin, ſo that he was forc'd 
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to fly the Kingdom to avoid the fury of the Common 
people, who all cry d out to have him remoy d. Obſer · 
Ying therefore ſo favourable an opportuniry, | preſenr- 
ed my petition to the Count of Judicarure, in which U 
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11 6 Memoirs of the 
declar'd the ſtate of my Caſe, and what injuſtice I had 
ſuffer d for a long while; and 1 had this relief by it, 
that notwithſtanding; the Cauſe was depending in the 
Council, my Adverſaries were order'd to be heard be. 
fore this Court. Upon this, no body appear d, and I ob- 
tain'd a Judgment againſt the Pay-maſter General, who 
was oblig d to disburſe me the Money,which he had be. 
fore taken for his own, with giving him a full diſcharge 
for it: He durſt do no otherwiſe, for fear I ſhould have 
ſet an ill name upon him, and have made him paſs 
for another Mazarin, which was a Character, at that 
time, ſufficient to have a Mans Brains knockt out, eſpe- 
cially at Paris, where the Populace hated the very 
Name of him. I receiv d then all at once a good ſum, 
which I had no ſooner done, but I ſent twenty Fiſtoles 
of it to our Curate, ten for the Principal, and as man 

more for the Intereſt, The removal of the Cardinal, 
was all this while nothing but a ſham to amuſe the 


People; for he had ſtill as much Authority in the 


Council, as. if he had been preſent there. 8 one 
was diſturb'd at this, but eſpecially the Ptince de Conde, 


who had a ſtrong Party in the Parliament, and was fa - 


vour'd by the People. For his Reputation, that was 


founded on ſo many Glorious Victories which he had 


obrain'd, gain d him thoſe who had only heard of 
them, as well as thoſe who had been witneſſes of 
ſuch great Actions. He pretended, as I faid, fear of 
the like uſage, which he met with; but the real mo- 
tive was to advance his own Greatneſs, as was evi- 
dent by his Conduct: For at the ſame time that he 
appear d irreconcileable to Magarin, he tteated with 
him underhand; and if he could have brought him to 
his demands, he would noi only have ſuffer d the Car- 
dinal to return but would have been ready to ofter him 


his Friendſhip.” Tis not known certainly what broke 
off the Treaty, unleſs twas, that the Ambition of that 


Prince tormenting him continually, he made new de- 
mands every day, ſtill as the other granted the old ones. 
But this I am inform d from good hands, that the (ar. 
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count de Rochefort. 117 
dinal ſent often to tell him, that he ſnould have whatever 
he requir d, and that the Troubles which happen d pre- 
ſently afterwards, were owing to the Prince de Conde. 
If' I were diſpos'd to give a particular account of 
all the Actions of the War, I could do it as well as 
another; but that being the buſineſs of an Hiſtorian, 
more that of one that writes Memoirs, I ſhall content 
my ſelf with telling you only this, that after a great 
many meſſages backwards and forwards to no effect, 
they both had recourſe to Arms. The Prince de Con- 
de, who had ſeveral places of ſtrength in his hands, 
ſent ſome of his COR » 3 . — — 
all things neceſſary in caſe of a Siege, and eſpeci 
to —.— which was in the heart of — — 
at that time held to be impregnable. My reſent- 
ment would not let me ſtand neuter in this War, ſo I 
joyn'd my ſelf to the Duke de Beaufort, who was now 
reconcil'd to the Prince de Conde, thro the Interpoſiti- 
on of the Duke of Orleans, after ſo violent an Enmi- 
ty, that nothing would ſerve their turns, but the im- 
mediate death of one or the other. Now you muſt 
know that the Duke of Orleant was wholly rubd by 
the Cardinal de Rete, the Duke de Roban and Mon. 
tieur Gregg and theſe three perſons having their ſe- 
veral Intereſts to tecommend, they had often hinder d 
the Peace from being concluded, when the Duke him- 
ſelf — have done it as he pleas d, fince the Prince 
de Conde, who had declar d for him, durſt not have op. 
pos d him. Cardinal Mazarin, who was come to Court 
"gain, ſeeing himſelf on the brink of fo many trou- 
bles, was reſolyd to make his laſt effort to prevent 
them, to give the Duke de Or/cans and the Prince de 
Conde all the ſatisfaQtion they could deſire, provided 
they did not infift too much on the Terms of their Ad- 
herents. He defir'd the Prince de Conde to ſend him 
one of his Friends, whom he had a confidence in, but 
that he ſhould be one who was never known to have 
been employ'd in any & their former Negotlations, 
e | 3 that 


that their Treaty might not be ſuſpedted 


| th 

whoſe Intereſt it was that they ſhould not by Th 
Prince de Conde choſe out one of his on Gentlemen 
to ſend on this Errand, to whom he deliver'd his de. 
mands in writing, with order to tell the Cardinal, that 
it wou'd be to no purpoſe to confider a longer time on 


them, for he wou d never be brought to any lower con. 
ditions. This was a hard Chapter tor the Cardinal, 


who had nothing now to chooſe but Peace or War, 


but one ſeeming much more el igible than the other, he 


fign'd the Treaty, telling the Gentleman, that there be. 
ing ſeyeral things in it which requir'd ſome time be 


| fore they could be perform'd, he begg d the Prince de 


Conde to deſire the Duke of Orleans (whoſe Interef 
was not forgotten) to conceal them from his Lady, 
becauſe the Cardinal de Reis, the Duke de Rohan and 
Chavigny, who had ſo great an Influence over her, 
wou d certainly hear of it, and never reſt till they had 
broke the Treaty. an Nod Jo ating 58 

If the Prince de Conde had follow'd this advice, he 
had without doubt prevented abundance of miſchiet, 


but fancying the Cardinal ſtarted this ſcruple, only to 


- appear more myſterious in his Conduct, he comes pub- 
ck 


lickly wich an exceſs of Joy and Gaity, cry ing aloud at 
a good diſtance to the Duke of Orleans, We hove trap 
ped the old Fox at laſt, and have got him fafl in the Nogſt. 
Here my Lord, ſays he, delivering him the Treaty, i: 
your demands, and for what concern: me in it, Ia 
very well content. The Duke — his Lady, ſhe 
i iately communicates it to the Cardinal de Ret:, 

e 4 Roban and to Ghavigny. They all in 


"Kiprize came to the Duke of Orleant, and askt him 
what in the Name of God he deſign d to do, to fign 


ſuch an Agreement; N. him, that all the cg 
was on the Prince de Condes fide, who had not only 
been addreſt to, to negotiate with, but to whom here 
were the greateſt Conceſſons made: That he was a 


ready poſleſt of Offices gnough in the Kingdom, wit 


out 
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| Count de Rochefort _ 119 
out ſuffering him thus to ingroſs all. That his Ambi- 
tion was inſatiate, tho he. endeavour'd to palliate it: 
That the care he took of the Intereſt of his Crea- 
tures, proceeded nor out of any good nature he had to 
oblige them, but our of the neceſſity which he foreſaw 
he might one day or other have of their Service: That 
he himſelf was concern d more than any one, to hin- 
der this increaſe of the Prince de Conde's, Power, fot 
atter himſelf he was next Heir to the Crown: That if 
he took not ſome ſpeedy courſe to ſuppreſs his great- 
neſs, twould be ſoon too late. In ſhorr, That they 
ray'd him to confider, that on the concluding or break- 
ing oft of this Treaty, depended the Proſperity of the 
State, the ſafety of his own Perſon and of the whole 
Nation. | | | 
But it was in other terms that they ſpoke of this 
Treaty to the Dutcheſs of Cr cans. They repreſented 
to her that the defign of the Prince of Une was to 
fle himſelf of the Crown ; that in the Reputarion 
de was with the People for his Victories, his Uſur- 
pation would be leſs odious, if not altogether agree- 
able; that, after which her Husband would certainly be 
confin'd to a Cloyſter, if he were not kept a Priſoner 
all his Life in ſome other 2 that for her ſelf, ſhe 
was not to expect a better fate than to live all her days 
in a Convent, and it would hardly aps em, but 
they would diſpute the legitimacy of her Children, be · 
cauſe her Marriage had never been approv d of but b 
force: That the only remedy ſhe had to prevent all 
theſe misfortunes, was to break off the Treaty, while 
they on their — did all that lay in their power, to 
diſenga e the Duke her Husband from à perſon he had 
ſo much reaſon to ſuſpect: That ſhe was particularly 
concern'd to take this care of him, becauſe be lov'd her 


tenderly, of which he had given her ſufficient prooſs: 

That they would not pretend to give her Inſtructions, 

but if they might urge it without violating their reſpect 

to her, they would then fay, that ſhe ought to employ 
in | 
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er Charms to accompliſh this deſign: That the 
Bug was the molt proper place to ſet upon one of her 
-i»=band's diſpoſirion; that they had nothing more to 
es to wiſh her to make uſe of it, as they were ſen- 
üble ſhe could do with ſucceſs. | 

On this occaſion theſe arguments wrought but too 
eflectually on both of them. They were hardly ever in 
private rogether that they had any other diſcourſe, and 
The Dutcheſs perceiving her Husband inclinabte to re. 
ceive all the impreſſions, with which ſhe had been pre. 
8 puſhr on the affair to that extremity, that the 
Treaty was broke oft, without ſo much as any tolerable 
reaſon given by the Duke of Orlcaxs. The Prince of Con. 
die then ſaw his Error in not following the Cardinals 
advice, but fince *rwas now too late for any remedy, he 
reſoly'd on other meaſures, and rais'd new Troops to 
begin a ſecond Civil War. The Cardinal having a 
mind to deſpoſſeſs him of Monts ond, caus'd ſome 
Troops to march that way, every one being in great 
expectation of what would be the event between che 
two Parties. They were not long without Skitmiſhes, 
and a Collonel of the Prince of Condes Troops, call'd 
Concreſſaut, being taking Priſoner by the Count de Bow 
21,awho Commanded in Bourges; they were in a dif. 
pute how to treat him, whether as a Rebel or as a Pri: 
ſoner of War. The Dutcheſs of Longuevil e, who was 
in Montronud, fearing leſt they ſhould uſe him as the 
latter, writ to the Count de Bouęi about it; and having 
receiv'd an anſwer as civil as could be deſir'd, it was 
a very great encouragement to the Officers of both 
fides ro expoſe themſelves, who before were in no 
fmall apprehenfions on that account. However, this 
was no law to the Cardinal, for he order'd another 
Ottficer thar was taken to be hang'd; but the Prince 


ſerving ſome of his in the ſame manger, he forbore to 


uſe any more ſuch ſeveriry. . 
The Doke of Orleans, for all th 2 he had 

entertain d of the Prirce, did not yer ſeparate from _ 
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Intereſts, to which he was retain'd by many confidera- 
tions: he had rais d ſome Troops as well as he, and 
ve them to the Command of the Duke de Beaufort. 
ſery'd him in the quality of Aide de Camp all the 
Campaign, and ſo conſtantly attended him, that no 
body can be better acquainted with all that happen d to 
him than my ſelf. He had been 2 by the 
new Miniſter, that the Pariſians lookt on him as irre- 
concileable, and this reſemblance of his Sentiments 
with their own, joyn d with ſome popular ways, which 
he had, made him ſo agreeable to them that they 
ſeem'd not content to love him, but ſomething more, 
even to adore him. The FEiſb Viver above all were 
thoſe that made the-moſt ſhow of their kindnefs for 
him. Theſe every day were making him Preſents and 
upon all occaſions were the firſt to run to get a fight 
of him in publick. Upon this he was called in deriftion 
the King of the Mob. But all their kindneſs was no- 
thing to that of one of thoſe honeſt Women I am going 
to tell you of ; ſhe comes to him one Morning, and 
brings with her a young Girl of about Seventeen or 
Eighteen, a ſweet pretty Creature, and told him, that 
having no more Children in the World, ſne ſhould think 
herſelf the 1 body that could be, if his Grace 
would do her Daughter the honour not only to lye 
with her, but to get her with Child. The Duke de 
Beaufort was not like his Father, who was thought to 
be a greater lover of Men than of Women: So he told 
her very pleaſantly that he was mighty glad to oblige 
her, and would engage for the one, tho he could not | 
certain of the other, yet he would do his beſt to grartity. 
her in that too; and at the ſame time, to ſhew her that 
de deſign d to be as good as his word, he took and led 
her Daughter into his Chamber, where after he had 
lain with her, he ſent them both home very- well 
pleas'd with their Entertainment. 178. 
This Prince had a Siſter married to the Duke de Ne- 
mours, a perſon of a thouſand good Qualities, wih 
tever a bad one. The Prince of Conde having occafions 
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that calld him into the Province of Guienne, which 
had declar d in his favour, gave the Duke de Nemour; 
the Command of his Troops, with orders to a& in 
Concert with thoſe of the Duke de Beaufort. If the 
Kelation of Brothers-in-law could have been ſufficient, 
as one would have thought it ſhould, to have united 
two Tempers ſo vaſtly different as theſe two, then the 
Prince of Conde did not commit ſuch a great miſtake, 
to leave them together, and go into Guienne: But 
not foreſseing that his abſence would beget a mortal 
hatred between theſe two Princes, who had been be- 
fore at variance, he ran the greateſt riſque that he ever 
did in his Life; for hearing on all hands, that their 
enmity was not only arrivd to that pitch, that they 
were ready every moment to cut one anothers Throat, 
but that all affairs were like to be ruin'd by it; he made 
a deſperate Journey to them from Agen, by his preſe ce 
to redtify this diſorder. The Prince was to paſs the Loire, 
and tho he took all poſſible care to conceal his depar- 


ture, by giving out he was gone to Bourdeuux upon 


ſome ſpecial occafions, yet the Count de Harcourt, who 
Commanded the Kings Army on this fide of the River, 
had notice of it, and preſently detach'd a number of 
ſmall Parties, to poſſeſs themſelves of all the Paſſes 
both by Land and Water; but he diſappointed them, 
notwithſtanding their extream diligence, for travelling 
Night and Day, he was gone by before they could 
come up to the Paſſes. oa | 
In the mean rime, the Marqueſs de Levi, one of the 
Prince de Conde's party, had procur'd of the Count d: 
Harcourt a Paſport to retire to his own Houſe, purſuant 
to a defign of the Prince's, under the favour of this 
Paſsport, to wait on him diſguis'd like one of his Re 


tinue. The Marqueſs ſtayd for the Prince till he 
came to Langreet, and from thence they both took the 
Road of Auvergne, the r of the Marqueſs 
hile they were there refreſh 

0 who was _ 
1 


Eſtate lying thereabouts. 
ing themſelves, the Prince of Co 
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| Count de Rochefort. 12 
the Cardinal had lin d the River with his Souldiers, ſent 
to Buff Rabutin, who was in J Charite, and obtain d 
a promiſe from him that he would favour his paſſage; 
and he was as good as his word, for he drew off the 
Guard that ſtood right againſt the Ferry of Alleir, and 
the Prince of Conde at the ſame time coming up to 
that place, paſs d over without any manner ot oppoſt- 
tion. After this eſcape he made the beſt of his way, 
tho the length of the Journey, and the badneſs of the 
Roads, had ſo tir d their Horſes, that they could not 
make all the haſte they deſir d. The King, who was 
on the fide of Angert, came matching up the Loire; 
and had ſent out Expreſſes to all places, with orders 
that they ſhould apprehend the Prince, and ſecure him 
alive or dead. There was one of theſe Scouts came ſo 
near him, as to know his Favourite Gituut, and ſuſ- 
ing that the Prince himſelf was not far off, enquird 
him of a Valet de Chambre who ſtay'd a little be- 
hind: If they had had the leaſt preſence of Mind in 
the World, they would certainly have kill'd that Cour- 
tier upon the ſpot; the Duke de laRochefaucaut thought 
of it a moment after, but then the Fellow was gone. 
I be King, as well as the Cardinal, was inform d of 
this Adventure, and immediately detach'd a Party of 
Horſe after him; who taking the Road of Chatillon 
upon Loin, ſo cloſely purſu'd him, that he very nar- 
towly eſcap'd falling into their hands: But his good 
Fortune deliver d him, and having reaeh d Charillon, 
he paſs d on to Lori, where his Army then lay. At m= 
arival there, he found matters infinitely in a worſe 
condition than what they had been repreſented ro him. 
The Dukes of Nemours and Beaufort were at open de- 
fiance one with another, for they could not diſſemble 
any longer their reſentment, after the occaſion I am 
going to tell you of. The Inhabltants of Gergeau (a 
own belonging in Apanage to the Duke of Orleant) 
had promis d the Duke de Nemours to give him notice 
of the approach of the Kings Army, that ſo he 2 
9 | | | ave 
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that purpoſe. But the 


1 amid of the * 


have time oy, to ſend them a Garriſon. This they 
did not fail to 


o, and he accordingly drew out of the 
Duke of Orleans 8 * e or ſix hundred men for 

cer that Cammanded them 
having receiv'd falſe intelligence by the way, that the 
King had already enter'd the Town, proceeded no fur- 


cher, but came directly back again: Upon which the 


People of Gergeau ſent another Expreſs, to let them 
Know that if they neglected them in this manner, they 
ſhould be oblig'd to open their Gates to the firſt that 
appear d. Whereupon the ſame Troops were remand. 
ed thither, but then twas too late, and they return d 
juſt as they had done once before. | 

| Duke de Nemours was mightily incens d at this 


accident, and whether he really did ſuſpect ſome Tre: 


Chery in it, or that he was glad of that pretence to vent 
his Spleen againſt the Duke de Beaufort, is uncertain, 
but he did not ſtick publickly to accuſe him of hold. 
ing Correſpondence with the Enemy. The Duke 4: 


Beaufort gave him the Lie, and had not the whole 


Army interpos'd to perſwade the Duke of Nemours to 
ſuſpend his reſentment, there would have follow'd ſome 
ftrange diſorder upon it. A few days after this had 
happen d the Prince de Conde arriv'd, who preſently un- 
dertook to mediate an Accommodation, but the Duke 
de Nemours would by no means hearken to it; yet out 
of his reſpect to the Prince, and the Intereſt of their at- 


fairs, which would not permit him to attempt any thing 


at that time, he was content to conſtrain himſelf (he 
ſaid) but that afterwards, all the World ſhould not hin. 
der him when he ſaw his convenient time. The mart. 
ter being thus made up for the preſent, or rather de- 
ferrd, he march d againſt the Kings Army, command- 


ed by the Viſcount de Turenne and the Mareſchal de 


Hocguincourt, who took their Quarters ſeparate one 
from the other; but the Mareſchal ly ing more expos d 


he attackt him, and took four of his men Pri ſoners, be 
fore the reſt could be brought to their Arms. The 


Ma- 
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Count. de Rochefort. 129 
Mareſchal loſt all his Cavalry in this Eneounter; and 
if his Infantry had not ſav' d themſelves by flying at 
the very beginning, he could not have been more entire- 
ly routed. The Viſcount de Tarenne provided a little 
better for his Seturity, for poſſeſſing himſelf of a con · 
fiderable Poſt, he not only made head againſt the Vi- 
Qorious Troops of the Prince of Conde, but put them 
25 ſtand; and afterwards, Night coming on, retir d 
to Gien. „ 7 
One of the Prince of Condes Gentlemen happen d to 
be taken Priſoner ſome time before this, and it being 
publickly known that this Mareſchal was reflected on 


at Court upon the account of the late Action, the miſ 


cariage of which they attributed to his neglect; the 
Prince found a way to let him know, that if he would 
engage in his Intereſts, he ſnould meet with more gra- 


titude from him. Hocquincourt, who was acquainted 
of this by ſome of his Friends, askt this Gentleman of 


the Princes, what advantage it was that he might ex - 
pect from his Maſter, and he engag'd to procure him a 
hundred thouſand Crowns, provided he brought over 


with him ſome of thoſe Troops which were at his Com- 


mand. Hocquincourt joyn'd with the Propoſals, and 
told the Gentleman, that if the Prince of Conde had Mo. 
ney enough to purchaſe them, there was the Count de 
Gandpre and two or three German Collonels more at 
his Service. And indeed they all gave him their words, 
but the Prince had not a Fund ſufficient to do it, and ſo 
the huſineſs dropt; which if it had taken effect, would 


have been of the laſt conſequence to the Part. 
— ſo glorious an Action, 
was reſoly d io take a turn to Paris, where he was re- 


The Prince of Conde, 


* 


cievd with an univerſal applauſe. But the Ladies 


were thoſe that expreſt the moſt eſteem for him, ſcme 
of chem being ſo forward as to wiſh they might prove, 


whether be could acquit himſelf as well in an Amo- 
E ent, as he had done in the late Battel. 
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oned, was one of theſe longing Ladies: She writ to 
him, to tell him, that ſhe had ſome affairs with him, 
of that 5 1 8 that ſhe durſt not confide em to any, 
but begg d that he would give himſelf the trouble to 
let her ſee him, and he ſhould then judge if they were 
not of conſequence. The Letter was writ in terms too 
ng to admit of any excuſe; ſo he waited on her, 
when, inſtead of fome mighty matter relating to State, 
which he expected, ſhe made him a Confeſhon of her 
weakneſs, but begg'd him to make uſe of ir like a Gen, 
tleman, and a Man of Honour. The good Prince was 
toucht with compaſſion, and prepar'd inſtantly to give 
her the moſt ſenſible proofs of it; but being at that 
time in her Cloſet, where 8 there was no 
Bed, he was put to his ſhifts, yet by taking the Cuſhi. 
ons and placing them one upon another, he did his 
beft to oblige her. I came to Paris the very ſame day 
of the Adventure, and 5 a Letter for him from 
the Duke de Beaufort, 1 found him at his own' Houſe, 
the Hoſtel de Conde, he would needs make me ſtay Sup. 
per; and while we were at Table, who ſhould come in 
ut Concreſſaut: He told Concreſſaut what a rare Ad. 
venture he had, that a certain very fine Lady, tho ſome 
thing of the talleſt and biggeſt ſize, had ſent that morn- 


ing to deſire to ſpeak with him; that IS 
cordingly, he paſt thro Apartments very ſtatelily furniſh- 
ed to her Cloſer, which was very rich and magnificent, 
and hung all round with Looking-glaſſes'; that the 
Lady refus'd' him nothing; and that, in ſhort, he was 
extreamly pleasd with the Adventure, but for one 
thing. Concreſſaut askt him what that could de. He 
ſaid, it was becauſe he had found all che parts of that 
Lady's Body to bear an exact e with her 

Shapes, and by that bid him gueſs if he could, who it 
was. There needed no more to make Concreſſaut jea - 
lous of the truth, nor indeed he did not ſtick to ſay, he 


beliey d it was his Siſter; but was the firſt of the Com- 
pany chat fell a laughing, and ſo prevented the nll 
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of the reſt, who we prepar d to fall on him. For all 
that, the Prince, fer tear we ſhould not believe it, and 
to put it out of all manner of doubt, drew the Letter 
out of his Pocket, and ſhew d it to every one that had 
the curioſity to ſee it. MS”. 5 

The Prince of Conde was then in the vigor of his 
Youth, and had a great many little fellows about him 
that were call'd Maſters : Theſe were meſt of them 
lewd and debauch'd, and led him into abundance of 
Extravagancies, which not only ruin d his Health, but 
his Aftairs. For ſome time after this, that the Duke of 
Lirrain had enter d France, and that the Viſcount de 
Turenne was inclos'd between his Troops, thoſe ot the 
Princes, and thoſe of the Duke of Mittenberg, the 
Court Party being in that diſtreſs, that they knew not 


which way to tian themſelves, if their Army was 
routed at that juncture; I ſay, that the Prince of 


Conde was retain'd at Paris, by a diſtemper which it 


is not decency to mention, but which had nothing of 
2 Feyer in it, but the name; by which means he loſt. 
his Advantage, and could not diſcover the Intelligence 
which was held between the Court and the Duke of 


Lorrain: for that Duke having receiv'd a conſiderable 
ſum of Money on that account, ſuffer d the Viſcount 
de Turenne to retire to Melun, which had been im- 
poſſible for him to do, if the Prince of Conde had been 
with his Amynr: 0 

Tho the War ſeem'd to becarry d on by both Parties 


with great vigour, yet there were ſeveral Treaties ſet 


on foot, and manag'd under-hand.- I was twice or 


thrice at St Ger mains upon ſuch an account, from the 
Duke of Beaufort, whom Mazarin had offer d to make 
Admiral of France, and to pay him down two hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns, if he wou'd leave the Prince's. 
party, and bring over with him the Duke of Orleans, | 
on whom it was known, that he had a great Irfluence. 


My Fortune was to be made effectually too, and I was 


0 have a Com pany in the Guards for my pains in this 


affair ; 
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air; the Duke was willing enough to accept of the 
propoſals, and was not wanting in his endeavours on 
his part, but all our meaſures were broke by the mean; 
of Madamoiſelle de Mompenſier, who being ſtark mad 
to be marry'd, the Prince of Conde had amus d with 
the hopes of having his Son, the Duke d Euguien. 
The Army lying juſt at the Gates of Paris, we were 
every day in the City, and there I met with my Siſter, 
who, to avoid the effects of the publick diſturbances 
had left her Convent, and was come to Paris. I was 
ſurpriz d to ſee ſhe had quitted the Religious Habit 
but was much more ſo, to underſtand that ſhe was fe. 


'tarn'd to her Husband. She, it ſeems, had met with 


him when he leaſt of all expected it, and as true Love 
isericteas'd by abſence, he no ſooner ſaw her, but was 


7 the * he lay under by the 
Orders he had too rafhly taken ; nor was ſhe be. 


hind hand with him, but laid aſide all her thoughts of 


Devotion. What happen d on this was ſomerhing ex- 
traordinary: She, who in five ot fix years that the 

had ned together before had never been with Child, 
N Bags in p keg months oY as ſhe could tam 
ble. Texpreſt my ſurprize at rhele proceedings, but 
all the ſatisfaction 1 could get from her was, that ſhe 


was bound to obey her Husband, and being joyn d to- 


gethet by the Holy Sacrament of Marriage, were to 
2328 by nothing but Dearh, en SH 1. 
To relate this Affair, which made a great noiſe in 


Puris without breaking off the thread of my diſcourfe, 


I muſt tell you that my Siſter was brought to Bed of a 
Son in her due time, and that they liv'd together three 


orf four Fears after, at the end of Which my Brothet- 


in ay dyd. My Siſter going to emer on the Eſta e, 


which was very conſiderable, met with oppofition from 


his Relations, who us'd this as a pretence, that her Son 
was illegitimate. © Upon which a great Law Suit was 
cotmtmene d, which the pretended Heits had a mind to 


carry to be try'd in Bretagne, becauſe ſome part of the 
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Count de Rochefort. 1 29 
Eſtate lay there; but they having caus'd the Goods 
which were at Paris to be ſeiz d, and the Contract of 


Marriage being made there, theſe two things brought 


them within the Juriſdiction of the Juſtice of the 


place; beſides that, it ſolely belongs to the Parliament 
of Paris to take cognizance of all things relating to 


the Validity of Marriages. 

The pretended Heirs being now oblig'd to come toa 
Trial here, committed their Cauſe ts one of the ableſt 
Council to manage, and he in his Plea forgot nothing 
that the moſt artificial Rhetorick could urge, when it 
intends moſt to perſwade. He exaggerated what a 
Reflection it would be on Religion, to tolerate ſuch 
an abuſe as this, which was the very way to authorize 
what the Ilugonots maintain, that tis lawtul for a Prieſt 
to marry; thar not only the Child ought to be declar'd 


illegitimate, but the Mother ought to be puniſh 


for to black 8 Crime, ſo horrid a Sacrilege: That no- 
thing had forc d the marry d Couple to à ſeparation ; 
but when once they had done ſo, to devote themſelves 
to God, it was a Vow of that nature, from which 
none but the Pope himſelf could diſpence em: That 


the preſent Caſe was ſtill different; here was a Man 
who had not ſimply promis'd to devote himſelf to God, 
| but one who was conſecrated by all that is moſt ho- 


ly in Religion : In a word, a Prieſt, one who had a 


thouſand times offer d the Sacrifice, by which we all 


hope for Salvation: One who had receiv d an infinite 
number of Souls to the Sacrament of Pennance ; had 


given the Communion, and in ſhort, who had done 


all that. ſo ſublime and ſacred a Character could inti- 


tle to do: That it ought to be conſider d what would 


> 
Xa 


be the conſequences of allowing ſuch a Sacrilege; how 


many Confeſſions, and how many Sacraments would 


be render d ineffeQual, and conſequently how many 


Souls eternally damn d. | | | 
'Twould be too fedious to recite his all Plea at 

length, in which he was not ſparing of IoyeAtives -- 
| N JJ OE 
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gainſt my Siſter, who being preſent, could not hear 


them without an extream confuſion. At laſt her | 


Council n to ſpeak, upon which every one was 
filent, 11 ſaid, That he cov not but admire, an 
Action ſhould be repreſented ſo Foul and Criminal; 
which was only a {lip of Weakneſs, or Humane Frailty: 
That he did not conceive the fault lay ſo much in 
his Clients living with her Husband after a ſeparation 
of 5 or 6 years, as in the ſuffering him in a fooliſh fi 
of zeal to turn Prieſt : That God had expreſly forbid 
to ſeparate thoſe who were thus joyn d, how then could 
they ſuffer one, who had ſworn fidelity to his Wife, 
to violate an Oath he had taken in the face of the 
Church ? And Marriage being a Sacrament, the other 
Sacrament, which was ſubſequent, could not diſſolve 
the firſt ; That the Child had nothing to do with the 
Indiſcretions of his Father; that his Was 
confirm'd by his Fathers Contract with his Mother, 
and by the Marriage Benediction he receiv'd. In ſhon, 


If the Parliament, as they had often, in uncertain 
_ Caſes, adjudg'd the juſt Intention of a Marriage ſuf 


- Cient to legitimate the Children; how much more 
reaſon had he to hope for the ſame Juſtice, in a Cauſe 
Where the Honour of the Mother was ſo far from being 
| wor queſtion, that it was never ſo much as ſuf: 


ed. 
The Judges were a long time in ſuſpence, during 


which tis no hard matter to imagin mine and my Si. 


ſter's fears. I was but Juſt come in, as the laſt Man 


had done his Plea, The People that ſtood by, but 


did not know me, told me the ſubſtance of the other 


Councils Plea, and ſome of them were 10 prejudic' 
by his reaſons, as to tell us our deſtiny; but we were 


| 15 Py that they were not our Judges. They were mi. 


en in their opinion, as it prov'd, for we unani- 
mouſly carry'd our Cauſe, and our Adverſaries were 
condemn d to all the Fſts and Charges of the Suit. 
JFF N 
\ Be This 
\ | 


* 


D 2 — ¹WO „ ... — STE 


Count de Rochefort. x 31 


This affair however was the occaſion that ſome 
time after, Monſieur de Villemontee being nominated 
to the Biſhoprick of St Malo, was refus d his Bulls, 
becauſe he was parted from his Wife; but on another 
account than that of my Brother. The truth of which. 
was, he had diſcover'd fome Intrigues of hers, when 
he was Intendant of Juſtice; and Maſter of the Re- 

veſts ; and that with the diſappointment put him 
f out of conceit with the World, that after he had 
made her retire to a Convent, he gave himſelf wholly 
up to Nevorion, _ | | 

This bufineſs of my Siſter's having caus'd me to 
make ſome digreſſion, *rwill be convenient now to re- 
turn, and reſume my diſcourſe of thoſe matters I was 
upon before. The Prince of Conde having broken off 
the Treaty ( I mentioned formerly) purely by his own 
fault, was reſolvd to puſh things to the extremity; ra- 
ther than not compaſs what he drove at. The other 

Princes were no leſs forward, and met every day at 
Luxemburgh, to conſult how they might oblige tge 
Queen to relinquiſh the Cardinal, and to give thema 
larger ſhare in the Government of affairs, which was 
the cauſe of all their diſcontent. In the mean time, 
dhe Dukes of Beaufort and Nemours were ſevcral 
times ready to quarrel about precedency; which the 
Duke of Orleans and Prince of Conde being willing to 
Wl prevent, adjudg' d the firſt place to him who came firſt 
to the Council, The Duke of Beaufort complain d 
of this regulation; the Baſtards of France having this 
Priviledge in the Kingdom, to take place of all Fo- 
teign Princes; but he was anſwer'd that it could not 
be recall d, and all his redreſs would be now, to con- 
ſtrain himſelf a little to come ſomething the ſooner. 
And he did not fail to do fo, inſomuch that twas taken 
notice of, and ſaid, that he ſtood Centinel there eyery 
day, to watch till the door ſhould be opend. 
At length, after they had fully refoly'd the ruin of 
the Cardinal, and the means to accompliſh it, the 
1 1 Frincę 
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Prince of Conde left Paris to go to the aſſiſtance of 
his Troops, which were in no ſmall apprehenſions of 
thoſe of the King, exceeding them much in number. 
His preſence, with ſome other precautions he ug, 


made the Count de Mioſſens, who was advanc'd on 


the ſide of St Cloud, to retire, but not content with 
that, he turn'd his Forces againſt S Denis, in which 
there was a Royal Garriſon. The place being of no 


— Rrength, was eaſily carry'd, and for the ſame reaſon 


could not be kept for any. time. The Prince, who had 
experienc'd what kind of Souldiers the Pæriſians were, 
when he had to do with them near Charenton, found 
them not more brave now they fought for him, for 
hey deſerted him before St Denis, and if he had not 
had thofe who ſtood by him, had been baffled before a 
little paltry Town. 

The Prince of Conde was come back to Paris, but 


in a few days return d to his Army, perceiving the 


"on 


S! Antoine, where he found ſeveral retrenchments ti 


King's had taken the Field, on purpoſe to diſlodge his, 
which by the means of the Bridge of St Cloud. was of. 
ten cover'd by the River of Seine, fo as to avoid com 
ing toa Battel. He found the Enemy had made 2 


Bridge of Boats ready on the fide of dt Denis, to pals 
over part of their Army, while the other march d on 


this hide of the River. Being therefore afraid to he 
inclos d, he decamp'd, and intended to retire between 
Charenton and Ville neuve St Georges, where he hop! 

the Rivers of Marne and Seine would ſerve him for 1 


_ * good retrenchment. The Viſcount de Twrenne, whom 


he had to deal with, penetrating into his deſign, fel 
upon him from the rifing grounds of the Faux bourg d 
Martin, and furiouſly charg'd his Rear: The Prince 


_ __ ſeeing himſelf ſo hotlypreſt, and deſpairing of gaining 


the Bridge of Charerton, which he could not pals ne. 
their without defiling, reſolvd to fight, ſince he was forc' 
to it, and commanded his Van- guard to halt. The 
were come up as far as the entrance of the Fayxbou! 


Pariſun 
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Pariſians had caſt up, to cover themſelves from the 
ſpoil of the Duke of Lorrain, who had ravag'd the 
Countries all thereabouts. The Prince, as he had the 
greateſt knowledge in Military Affairs of any man in 
his Age, immediately concluded that nothing could 
have happen'd more advantageous, than what Fortune 
herſelf here offered him ; ſo he drew his Troops into 


' thele Retrenchments, and lodg'd them as faſt as they 


came up. 

The King's Army was ſtronger by half than the 
Prince's; but the Mareſchal de la Ferte, who command- 
ed a part of em, being ſtill on the other fide of the 
Seine, their Forces were pretty equal. The King, 
who did not imagin that the Prince of Conde could eſ- 
cape him, poſted himſelf on the rifing ground about 
Menilmontant, from whence being out of danger, he 
might ſee all that paſt. He propos'd two advantages 


to himſelf in doing this, one was, by his preſence to 


animate the Souldiers ; and the other, that it would 


' hinder the City of Paris frem giving the Prince a re- 


treat. And indeed it had this effect, that they did re- 
fuſe to let his Baggage come in, which was forc d to 
be left upon the Bulwark, 

The Mareſchal de Ia Ferte hearing the Viſcount de 
Turenne was going to engagethe Prince, made all the 


halte he could to repaſs the Seine; but that was a 


thing not to be done in a moment, ſo the Battel began 


without him. The Viſcount de Jurenne advancing to 


the entrance of the F2yxbourg, made a vigorous attack 
upon it, while at the ſame time he ſent ſome of his 
Troops, to try to enter ſome other part ofthe City. 
I had always till now a good opinion of the Cou- 
rage of the Duke de Beaufort, and thought the re- 
flections made on him by the Duke de Nemours, pro- 
ceeded rather from the hatred that was between them, 
than from any juſt occaſion ; but I ſaw now that he 
did all he could to get into the Town, upon pretence 
of declaring for the Prince of Conde, but indeed, as 1 
955 FFP. Lib, — _ 


ty d him into Paris, which Madamoiſell obliged at alt 
$6 declare it ſelf, and thro which th 
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thought I had good reaſon to believe, to avoid fighting, 
For the reſt, having told you the zeal of the common 
people, in aſſiſting ſome enterprizes of his, I ought 
alſo to tell you how ir came to paſs, that they had 
now another Opinion of him ; you muſt know, that 
he not only grew weaty of the War, but complain d 
his Troops were expos'd to all the Hardſhips of an 
Enemy, which the Prince of Condé could not help, ha- 


ving not Money to pay them, that ſo they might have 


been kept in Diſcipline; however the Fight being be- 


| gun, as I have juſt now ſaid, was maintain d on both 
1 


des with ſuch Reſolution, that twas not known for 
a good while, who would have the better of it; but 


the Viſcount de Turenne, knowing that the Mareſchal 


de la Ferte was marching with all ſpeed pofhble to 
Joyn him, made ſuch efforts that he diſappointed his 
hopes of ſharing with him the Victory. The Barrica- 
does were forc d in two places, and tho the Prince of 
Conde diſputed their paſſage with an incredible obſti- 
nacy, he was in great danger of having all his Men cut 
off; if Madamoiſelle de Montpenſieur, who was al. 
ways his Friend, had not done him a great piece of 
Service. She ſeiz'd vponthe Baſtile, a Forrreſs at the 
Gate de St Antoine, and letting fly theCannon among 
the Kings Troops, not regarding that he was thete 
himſelf, oblig'd him to make a precipitate Retreat, and 
alſo to order Trenne to do the like. | 
I had not been in very many actions, ſo I could not 
ſay this was hotter than uſual, but I head ſeveral old 
Officers ſay *twas, and I know very well fome Squadrons 
charged five times; and tho they had been often broke 
to pieces, yet they rally'd again as often; here were 
abundance of men kill'd and wounded, and the Duke 
de la Rochefaucaut was among the latter; he receiv d 
a hurt under his Eye, by which he loſt his fight for the 
preſent, : but he bas recover'd it again ſince; they cat. 


e Prince de Conde 
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marcht his Army. The Duke de Ia Rochefaucaut, 
thinking his Wound had been mortal, ſent for a Prieſt 
to be confeſt, who told him twas to no purpoſe, un- 
leſs be would count this for one crime, his taking up 
Arms againſt his King, and would promiſe neyer to 
continue in it. *Twould have been very well if all the 
Confeſſors would have acquitted themſelves as this 
Fellow did, the diſorders would ſoon have been ended; 
but they were not all ſo honeſt; And the Cardinal de 
Rets, who ought to have been an example to others as 
y Cardinal, and Archbiſhop of Paris, was fo far from 
that, that he was one of the firſt in the Revolt. 
It pleas'd God to preſerve me in this action, tho I 
fought in a Troop of which above half were kill'd up- 
on the place; bur ſeeing the Duke de Beaufort behave 
himſelf as I have noted, it very much leſſen d my 
eſteem for him, and I reſolv'd to leave him; which I 
did, three days before he fought the Duel with the 
Duke de Nemours, in which the latter was kill d. If 
the Prince of Conde had thought it worth his while he 
might have prevented this misfortune; but he was not 
ſorry that he was thus rid of this Prince, who was his 
Rival in the Dutcheſs de Oatillon, and as he thought 
better receiv'd there than himſelf; ſo that when they 
told him Ne was kill'd, he hardly behav'd himſelf de- 
cently z for ſhutting himſelf up with his Favourites, 
he gave himſelf ſuch liberty, that he was heard to 
=o loud, that the people could not but take no- 
lice of it. | | 
When left Monſieur de Beaufort, Ireſolv'd to have 
no more Maſters but the King, that is, to ſerve in'the _ 
Army, if he would entertain me; and the conjuQture 
of affairs was ſuch, that I did not find it ſo difficult a 
thing as formerly, I got a Tioop of Horſe, and orders 
to wait on the Cardinal; he askt me aſſoon as ever he 
law me, if he might truſt me; and anſweripg him 
readily, that he needed not doubt me in the-Tealt, he 
ſent me to Boxrdeaux to endeavour to bring over the 
Fw K 4 | Prince 
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Prince of Conti {rom his Brothers Party, I addreſt my 
ſelf ro Saraſin, the ſame whoſe Works have been pub. 
liſht fince his Death; and Saraſin having caution 
me to take care of being diſcover'd by the Count 4+ 
Marſin, or by any other Creatures of the Prince 4 
Conde, he gave ear to my Propoſitions, which wee 
more advantageous to himſelf than to his Maſter, for 
they promis d him 20000 Crowns ready Money, 
whereas they offered the Prince nothing but a Wite 
with ſome Penſions from the Court. Nevertheleſs, his 
own condition not pleaſing him, he was willing enough 
to change it, and agreed with me to marry Madamoi. 
ſelle Martinot ſi, the Cardinals Niece. To conceal my 
{elf the better in Town, I took the Habit of 2 
Franciſcan,” being order'd to confer with one Father 
Faure at the Convent of the Cordeliers, who was ore 
of the Cardinals Friends, being truſted with a Secret 
of no leſs value than the reducing the City of Bou. 
deaux to obedience; which he was to do by foment- 
ing certain diviſions reigning among the Chief of the 
Town. He was a famous Preacher, which made him 
very much reſpeCted every where; befides that he waz 
Confeſſor to the principal Families in the City, ſo tha: 
employing both his talents to bring to paſs his de- 
ſigns, he had the eaſter ſucceſs ; for which ſervice he 
was preferr'd to the Biſhoprick of Amens, which he 


enjoys at this time. ö 


The Prince de Conti according to our Treaty deſerted 
his Party, and came to Court, where the Cardinal fe. 
ceiv'd him with great reſpect, and being marry'd a few 
days after in the Kings Cloſer at Fonzarnb/eau, he very 


_ © Hobly jointurd his Lady in a Clap. He refign d all 


his Benefices to the Cardinal, under the name of one 
Montreuil, and his Eminence, who made no ſcruple of 
the Symony, gave him inſtead thereof 8 large Per- 
ſion: As for Saraſin, they laught at him when the bu- 
ſineſs was done, and inftead of the 20000 Crowns they 

promis d him, they put him off with a ſtnall * 


\ 
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he curſt and ſtorm'd at the Ingratitude of Magarin; 
but he needed not to have been ſo concern d for rhe 
reward, having but a ſhort while to enjoy it. The 
Prince of Conti, vext to ſee himſelf lighted by all the 
Gentry, on account of his Marriage, and enrag'd at a 
Letter ſent him by the Prince of Conde, who abus'd him, 
both in word and action, he ſo laid it to heart, that he 
dy'd in a few days after. | 

The Cardinal behav'd himſelf very well to me after 
this ſucceſs, but not like my old Maſter Cardinal Riche- 
lieu, their maxims being far different; this carry'd ir 
civilly to none but his own Friends, and that behay'd 
italike to all. 1 went then into the Army which was 
in Flanders, where we made ſome Conqueſts, which 
had been greater, but for the diviſion that happen'd be- 
tween the Viſcount de Twrenne, and the Mareſchal de 
ferte. I ferv'd under the latter of theſe, who took ſuch 
an affection to me, that he could ſcarce live without 
me. My fortune caſting me upon him, as it were, 1 
thought my ſelf oblig d ro ſhow him more reſpe&rhan 
the other, tho my eſteem was not equal for them both. 
He wasmightily pleas'd to ſee me ſo ſenfible, and this 
occaſion'd that confidence in me, that he told me all 
his affairs, even to the private concerns of his Family, 


and therein of the diſſatisfaction that he had with his 


firſt Wife; when I ſaw him ſo hearty, I begg'd him not 

to think me rude, if I askt him the reaſon of it; he told 
me he would freely inform me, for fince the Beaſt was 

dead (thoſe were his words) he was not now concernd 
at her Extravagancies ; whereupon he told me, how 
he marry d ber againſt her inclination, and being deſi- 
tous to win her to his humour, he told her the firſt 
day of their Marriage, that if ſhe did not think fit to 
live as he pleas'd, ſhe muſt expect to lead but an un- 
eaſie life; that ſhe ſhould quit all her old Acquain- 
tance, and make no new ones; but above all, ſhould 
hold no correſpondence with any of thoſe people 
whom ſhe had ever any thoughts of marrying ; = ws 
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| the anſwer d very honeſtly, that ſhe had no defires by 
ro obey him, but he quickly diſcover d the contrary 
and found her a Jilt in the higheſt degreez and in; 
word, was oblig d to diſpatch both her and her Gal. 
lant a little before their time. 

I 'was extreamly ſurpriz d at this great Ingenuity 
eſpecially in a Man that was not accounted to ham 
over : much; nor indeed did I underſtand the drift of 
the matter, which was to inform me downright he 
was jealous, and that if any was ſo venturous as to 
attempt upon the Lady he had now marry'd, there wa; 
nothing ſo deſperate but he durſt undertake againſt 
them. Now he knew I was very intimate with a cer. 
rain perſon that us d to viſit her very often in his ab- 
fence, and twas reported it was on ſuch an account; 
when I underſtood what he meant, I took no notice at 
all, as if J knew nothing, and tho he often run over 
the ſame Chapter, I always turn'd the deaf Ear, till 
at laſt he was forc d to explain himſelf, and told me, 
that he took me to be fo much his Friend, that ! 
would keep a ſecret; that his Wife kept company with 
a perſon he did not like, who it ſeems was of my ac. 

uaintance; that I ſhould give him a caution of it, and 

t *rwas dangerous to give but an umbrage to ſuch 
a man as he; that a Letter might mi ſcarry, and there- 
fore he choſe to have me go my ſelf; that I ſhould 
alſo go to his Wife, and tell her as much; and if ſhe 
took it unkindly he ſuſpected her, I ſhould tell her 
he took it more unkindly ſhe ſhould give him cauſe. 

It was ſtrange methought that I ſhould be the per- 
{on pick d out for ſo great a confidence, and I could 
not torhear telling him ſo; to which he return'd, that 
he had known me a long time, and was not ignorant 
of the many important aftairs I had manag'd for Cardi- 
nal Richelieu, and therefore concluded I was fit to 
keep a Secret, and he hop'd I would do it for him, and 
promis d in requital ro uſe his Intereſt to get me a Re- 
giment, which he thought the Cardinal would not re 
tuſe him. | My 
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My fate threw me always upon ſuch Negotiations 
35 bels and I was forc'd to obey it, ſo I came to Paris, 
ere 1 ſaw my Friend, who told me the Mareſchal 
was mad; that he had ſeen his Wife indeed, but *rwas 
15 he ſaw all the reſt of her Sex, without any other de- 
fgn than to paſs away the time, and if her Husband 
would return him all the Money he had loft at play 
tober, he would go to a Notary, and bind himſelf 
never to come near her more, but till he had his revenge, 
he would not promiſe him. I thought this anſwer ve- 
ry weak, and only made to put me off; I told him I 
wonder'd he would deal in this manner with a friend, 
| knew nothing of his intrigue, being never curious 
to inform my ſelf of things that did not concern me, 
but that this buſineſs muſt have made ſome noiſe, be- 
cauſe it hath reacht the Husbands Ears, who always is 
the laſt inform'd of ſuch things as thoſe ; that ſome- 
times indeed twas not ſo great a misfortune, all Hus. 
bands being not of a humour to publiſh their Infamy, 
but if I was not miſtaken, the Mareſchal was none of 
themz for I had heard ſay, that he kill'd his firſt Lady 
upon 2 bare ſuſpicion. I pray d him to conſider what 
] told him, that he had to do with a violent paſſionate 
man, and who beſides was in great favour at Court; 
that | meant by this, he wasable to oppreſs him with- 
out any reliet on his part, of which I could ſhow him 
daily examples; therefore I begg'd him not to tell 
me, that they could not affront a Gentleman and go 
unpuniſht z that it might be 8 we had to do 
with a man of our own quality, but when we talkt of 
2 Mareſchal of France, there's no having ſatisfaction 
of him, unleſs you will downright aſſaſſinate him. 

He heard me uu out with a great deal of patience, 
and * aca} 1 e ſaid he, Pg had been 
one of my Friends, and I am orry to ſin el 
bal. Suppoſe ] bad lod. 4 de la Fele 
nade no queſtion but gou would have been the readieft 
nan in ihe world to have Mſted me; for you know®t:s 
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„there being a great miny in Paris ſhe might plz 
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 @ thing that toe always undertake freely for one another 


but tis enough, that you give me the ſame liberty yay 
rake your ſelf : However, I'll tell 00 one thing as; 
Friend, that Monſieur the Mareſchal is jealous with. 
out cauſe; ] have had no concern with his Wife, by 
at Play, and I will have one opportunity more to rec. 
ver my Money again, and will come no more at her a 
org as I live. | 

I faw however, there was more intrigue in this than 
he would have known, but I reckon'd I haddiſchare! 
my ſelf as a Friend, ſo I went to diſcourſe with Mz, 
dam la Fer te, who knew me well enough, but not ſ 


well as to imagin I was truſted with ſuch an Errand; 


for when ſhe underſtood it ſhe was mightily concern', 
the told me ſhe was not much ſurpriz'd at the pio 
ceedings of the Mareſchal, that he went to pick aqui 
rel with her that he might have a pretence to make he 
away as he had done his other Wife, but ſhe had ſom: 
friends would revenge it if he did; that if ſhe hut 
given him any occaſion to do thus, why had not he 
told her of it, for he had not ſaid a word to her «| 
any ſuch thing; that it was no ſtrange thing to lee 1 


Husband jealous, who had a wanton goſſiping Co 
quette to his Wife; that as for her, all the Woll 


knew ſhe never ſtirr'd abroad, and excepting at play, 
kept no Company at all; why ſhould he accuſe he 


then of Crimes which were not to be manag d without 


much intriguing and aſſignations afore-hand. 
She would have talkt all day I believe, if I had nat 


Interrupted her: But finding there would be no end d 


it, I ſtopt her; by telling ber that I was not inſtrudel 
to receive her ſuſtifications; that as for me, I ws 
perſwaded ſhe had more prudence, but that was note 


rovgh if her Husband was not ſo; that the way l 


iatizfy him fully, was to avoid the Company of ti 
mm whom he ſuſpected, and fince ſhe did not fe 
him, except at play, as ſhe ſaid, ſhe needed not mate 
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with as well as with him; and that being done, I did 
not doubt but her Husband would do her the juſtice to 
acknowledge her Virtue as well as I; that this was 
only his nice humour, which was for preventing an 
ſcandal, tho in the great Poſt he was, Malice it ſelf 
could faſten nothing on his conduct; yet if ſhe ſhould 
gire 3 for it to work on hers, it would be full 
as bad. | | 
She anſwer'd me, I might turn things as I pleas'd, 
but ſhe muſt judge as ſhe ſaw, that her Husband was a 
Brute and a jealous-pated Man, that ſhe ſhould be al- 
ways unhappy with him, but lince it was her mifor- 
tune to be 15 I might tell him, ſhe would obey his 
arbitrary will, and would ſee the perſon no more, 
there was all this ado about; and if he would tao, ſhe 
would hide herſelf from all perſons that came to the 
Houſe, even from her own Servants, for one was as 
reaſonable as the other. Theſe words did ſufficiently 
demonſtrate her concern, however, as it was not my 
buſineſs to take any notice of it, I took my leave of 
her, but with ſo mean an opinion of her Virtue; that 
| very much doubted ſhe would not keep her word, 
In the mean time, to put a ſtop to this, and to avoid 
any further ſuſpicion, ſhe broke oft the Meetings for 
Play which us'd to be at her houſe, and kept in ſeve- . 
ral days without being ſeen ; but having privately en- 
rertain'd the perſon I menrtion'd, ſhe made herſelf 
amends for the Pennance the had undergone. 
The Mareſchal. being inform'd of this, by Spies 
which he kept always about her, and reſolving to pu- 
niſh both her and her Gallant, he ſent three Dragoons 
of his Regiment to Paris, with order to aſſaſſinate the 
one, and to poiſon the other; the firſt of theſe was 
eaſier to be done than the ſecond: My Friend coming 
home one night very late from Play, at the Mareſchal 
Eſtrees, was ſet upon and kill'd in a moment; the 
Dragoons would have made their eſcape, had not one 
of them fell into the Common Shore near the Rr &. 
| | lows, 
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Louis; ſo they took and clapt him up into Priſcy 
and made him pay for the other, they put him to the 
e him diſcover his Accomplices, and 
by whom they were ſet on work to do ſuch a fat, 
and he having difcover'd all that he knew, the Lieute. 


nant Criminel Tardiex went to carry the information 


to the Cardinal, and askt him what he pleas'd ſhould 
be done with them. Mazarin, who was oblig' ty 
the Mareſchal, order'd him to ſuppreſs them, and to 
cauſe the Dragoon to be ſtrangled in Priſon, which 


was done accordingly. But the Cardinal being affraid 
that Madam /aFerze ſhould fare after the ſame manner, 


he ſent her word privately to take care of herſelf, and to 
endeavour to regain the good opinion of her Husband; 
the had been very much diſtarb'd at the misfortune of 
her Gallant, but this Compliment made her very ſeri. 
ous. She fled to the Queen Mother for protection, and 
feigning herſelf Religious, ſhe began to attend her to 
her Devotions. The Mareſchal finding ſuch an alters 
tion in her at his return, took it very well, and belieyd 
all the Reports he had of her to be ſcandals and falfities; 


and having been a long time from her, he receiv'd her 


more like 2 Miſtreſs than a Wife. However, ſhe would 

not put up all this ſo eaſily, but would have it ex. 

min'd into, which proy'd fo much to her advantage, 

that her Husband himſelf askt her pardon for his ſul- 
icion. h by 

5 All this while the War contiqu'd, but the heart of 

France was free from ir, and the Prince de Conde, after 


all his great deſigns, was oblig'd to retire into Flar- 


; 


ders, and take Sanctuary among the Spaniards; abun 


dance of People of Qu-lity follow'd him, and neither 
regarded their Fortune nor their Families to teſtity 
their affeQion to him: One of whom fell into the 
hands of che Court party, and there being a diſcourſe 
if they would hebead him the Prince + Copde,who 
pad taken Lancon of their fide, ſent word, that he 
Jhould haye the ſame uſage that they gave to the other; 
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nevertheleſs, for the reſpect he had for him, he per- 
WE mitted him to ſend to the Cardinal, to acquaint him 
oc the danger he was in, and to ſollicit him to take 

care of him. This offer was of too great conſequence 
bo Lancon to neglett it, ſo he ſent an Expreſs immedi- 
' WH atcly to Cardinal Mazarin, but he being reſolv'd the 
WE other ſhould dye, ſent him word that he muſt think 
1 making his Eſcape: Inſomuch that ſeeing this was 
s jefting matter, he threw himſelf out of a Window 
WH three ſtories high; and tho he was very much bruis d, 
ad quite crippled with his Fall, yet fear gave him 
and he got off clear. 
was gone to Paris, to re-mind the Mareſchal 
l Ferre of the promiſe he had made me, to help 
me to a Regiment, which he {till aſſurd me of, and 
made as if we went about it; but the Cardinal told 
me that this would open the mouths of all the World, 
and that he had rather give me Money out of his 
Pocket, and that I muſt have patience. I knew there 
was no great heed to be given to his promiſes, ſo I 
concluded my Buſineſs was at an end; but I.did not 
perceive it was a trick of the Mareſchals, nor did I 


f know it till above two years afterwards : And indeed, 
me Cardinal having a Buſineſs for me to do, which I 
an going ro mention, told it me himſelf; however, 


as] was even with him, and had no cauſe to complain, 
[never troubl'd my head with it, As luck would have 
it, I fell in with the Count d' Harcourt, a younger 
Brother of the preſent Duke d Elbeuf; and being 
gotten drunk together one day, 'twas reſolv'd we 
{hould go and Rob upon the Pore Neuf, a diverſion 
the Duke of Orleans had brought in faſhion much 
about that time: It was in vain for me io On go. 
ing, all the Company being ſer upon the frolick, to I 
was forc'd to go in ſpight oft my teeth: The Chevalier 
vo % Nieux, younger Brother to the Marquis de Sour- 
he e, who was on my fide, was no ſooner come to the 
ont Neuf, but he whiſper'd me, that to avoid being 
99 : 3 , 1 Con- 
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concern d with the reſt, we would get u upon the 
, * Statue of the Horſe that ſtood ther 

*The Sratue and there we ſhould ſee all that happen! 
2 Hen, en and be ſafe our ſelves; twas no ſoone 
- 1 ſaid than done; we made uſe of th 
1 Reins of the Bridle to mount upon th 
| Horſes neck, and there we both of us ſite very plz. 
ſantly: The relſt fell to their work, and had preſent 
whiskt off four or five Cloaks : when one ot rh; 
that had been thus ſerved having been to complain, the 
Officers came, and our Sparks finding themſelves ty 
weak to encounter with them, ſcamper'd away as fif 
as they could; we would have done the like, butthe 
Reins of the Horſe catching Monſieur de Rzewx by the 
Legs, threw him down upon the Pavement, while] 
ſtood pearcht like an Owl: The Officers had no nee 
of a Dark Lanthorn to diſcover us, for Monſieur 4 
Ricux, who had hurt himſelf in his fall, cried out x 
if he had been going to give up the Ghoſt; and thy 
coming in at the noiſe, e me down againſt ny 
will, and carried us both to Chatelet. As it is impdl: 
ſible, but that every one has ſome Enemies, ſome pe 
ple took a great deal of pleaſure to make their + 
flections on this adventure; and Cardinal Mazarn, 
who now had the Soveraign Authority, hearing agre 
many falſe reports of this Action, ordered us io K 
proſecuted with the utmoſt vigour: ſo we were en 
min'd, and that as ſtrictly as if we had been the woll 
of Malefactors; and 1- eſpecially, having had ſom 
Words formetly with him that was now our Judg, 
"who fancy'd that I did him an ill Office once wit 
Cardinal de Richelieu. If I had been conſcious of a 
guilr, I would without doubt have excepted agailli 
him, as a Party prejudic d againſt me; bur known 
my ſelf clear, I made no ſctuple of being examind 
him, which he was very glad of, thinking nov | 

' ſhovid have an opportunity to be even with me. | 
thort, I perceiv'd that the Clerk, who held correſpn 
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dence with him; and took my Examination, wrote a 
great deal more down than I ſpoke,” which made me 
diſirisfied with his reading it, 10 L would not ſign it 
till Thad read it my ſelf; but he told me that was 
nor their cuſtom, and they would not make a new Law 
for me, But this made me fuſpett-them the more, 
infomuch that telling them plainly that I would not 
e by orally gave on ee ul 

age, but committed me tothe” _ O God! 
What a Paſſion was J in, to ſee my ſelf us'd like a 
Highway man or a Murtherer for a bare frolick, with 
no hopes or getting out, and kept ſo cloſe that I could 
haye no Friend admirted to me, not no body to 
ſpeak a word to, but the Keepers: I begg'd one 
of them to conyey a Letter for me to a Friend, 
and to help me to a Pen and Ink to write it, and 
promis d him to do him more kindneſs than it eame 
do, when I ſhould get out of Priſon; but he was ſd 
br from being toucht with my entreaties, that Fd 
"ly gave me very ill Language, enough to have madded-2 
i very patient man. The Chevalier de Rieuæ far d not 
st better than I; and being both accus'd of the ſame 
Wy Crime, the Lieutenant Criminel was oblig'd to treat 
m exactly in the ſame manner, leſt he ſhould be 
ol fought to proſecute me upon a private Picque. The 
"Wy Chevalier was a very lewd perſon, and little better 
"WF than his Brother (who we bave known to be a gotori. 
ous Debauchee? and had, like him, the guilt of very 
many and great Crimes upon him, Which new reflect 
ing on a little ſeriouſly, he thought this a Judgment 
on him for his wicked courſes ; and as Mariners in 
liltreſs make Vows for their deliverance, ſo he made 
lolemn Promiſes to reform, if ever he got out of this 
unhappy buſineſs; but he ſoon forgot them all when 
God had heard his Prayers, and inftead of feclaim- 
mg, grew more vicious than before; till he had 
malted his Eſtate, and left himſelf not a bit of Bread, 
and then put himſelf into a Monaſtery, that he might 
L = nat 
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not ſtarve for want: But this life agreein f not with 
his inclination, he quitted his Caſſock, and lirtle Bang, 
and took another turn abroad; when, having try'd his 
fortune all the ways he could think of, he turn'd Eccle. 
fiaſtick a ſecond time, more to avoid Humane Juſtice, 
which he was in danger of, than Divine; and taking 
Orders, he is now a Curate in Normandy, where he 
behaves himſelf no better than he did at Paris. 
But to return to my own caſe. The Cardinal being 
ſollicited every day to make an example of ſome body 
oxother, for the terror of thoſe that had prattis d this way 
of robbing in the Streets, which indeed was abſolutely 
neceſſary, to ſtop the inſolences conſtantly commined 
in the Street, ſo that twas not ſafe going abroad in 
the Night, he commanded the Lieutenant Criminel 
to bring him the informations; and having ſeen ours, 
in the manner the judge was pleas'd to draw it, he 
order d them to proceed againſt us. This Order was 
too publick not to be known at Court, and the Cheya- 
lier de Rzeux being related to almoſt all the People of 
Quality, he made no queſtion but they would inter. 
cede for him, for fear of ſuffering a blot upon the Fa. 
mily, which they did ; and applying to the Lieute 
nant Criminel, he told them he #ſhould be very glad 
to ſerve them, provided it might be done without my 
receiving part in the favour ; that our Crimes were the 
ſame, bur if they who we had ſaid were with us, 
would ſubmitto be examin'd, which had not yet been 
done becauſe of their Quality, and would teſtifie that 
*rwas I that prompted them not only to g on the Pon 
Neuf, but alſo to do all thoſe ill things we were ac. 
cus d of. Theſe were the conditions, and ſuch did 
theſe Gentlemen accept of; and having propos d it to 
the others, they found them very willing; ſo they 
purchas d their own liberty with my ruine, and I was 
charg'd with a thouſand things that I never ſo much 
as dreamt of; ſo I was as it were a Victim delivered 
vp to the malice of che Lieutenant Criminel ; Sy * 
2 aa 
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doubtleſs been ſacrificd, had not God ſent me delive- 
tance by a way which ] leaſt expected. There came 
one day into my Dungeon one of the Keepers Wives 
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with her Husband, and this Woman, mov d with m 
diſtreſſes, lookt on me, as I could eaſily diſcern, wit 


2 more compaſſionate Eye than uſual: ſhe durſt not 


however ſpeak a word to me while her Husband was 
by, but coming a ſecond time, ſhe took an opportunit 

to ſhow me,. that ſhe had a Letter for me, which 

ſhould take ſo as her Husband might not perceive it; 
but this was impoſſible to do, this man kept his Eye ſo 
continually upon me, which oblig'd the Woman to 
make as if ſhe was looking upon my Straw Bed, and 
turning it up, ſhe threw the Letter directly into it, 
where I found it when ſhe was gone: The Contents 
was, that ſhe petceived the Lieutenant Criminel acted 
againſt me with a Paſſion, more like an Accuſer than 
4 Judge, which had mov d her ro compaſſion z that I 
was a loſt man, if I did not get ſome perſon of very 
great Intereſt to ſtand for me; that ſhe would endea- 


vour to bring me a Pen, Ink and Paper; that I might 
. write to my Friends, and ſhe would take care to con- 


vey it for me. - 

This was very ſeaſonable for me, my Perſecutor 
being ready to confront me with his Witneſſes, and 
waiting immediately upon that to give Sentence upon 
me, which would alſo have ſoon been confirm'd by 
the Parliament, Beſides, they had made new infor- 
mations, and whereas in the former, the Officers de- 
pos d that they found me upon the Brazen Horſe, they 
depos'd now, thar they took me in the fact, Robbing 
on the Pant Neuf, and end 
ing to make my eſcape. The Keepers Wife was as 
good as her word, and made uſe of the ſame device 
do copyey me the Pen and Ink ſhe had promis d 
me, ' as ſhe had to leave me the Letter; Jo that ha- 
ving where with to do it, I wrote two Letters, one to 


Cardinal Mararin, the 1 to Monficurde ee 
e L 2 Soy 


d catcht me as | was endeavyonr- - 
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Son to him that was Keeper of the Seal; I directed 
both of them to him, and the Keepers Wife having 
eliverd them to him, he told her, he wonder d what 
I meant ; that while I was in favour, his Family, 
whatever occaſion they had of me, neyer heard from 
me, but as ſoon as I was in Affliction I had recourſe 
to them; however, he would not fail to do me all 
the ſervice he could, and would have done it before 
if he had known my neceſſity. This being reported to 
me by. the honeſt woman, I confeſt in my mind it was 
an anſwer very true and very generous, for I had given 
him no cauſe ro have any thoughts of me to my ad- 
vantage; for they knew nothing, how earneſt I was 
with Cardinal Rich lieu, to be excus d in the caſe of 
the Mareſchal his Unkle; on the contrary, they v 
well remembred, that twas I that carry d the G. 
der to have him apprehended; for all which, he 
delay d not a moment, but that very day preſented a 
Petition in my name to the Parliament; by. which he 
declar'd that the Lieutenant Criminel was my mortal 
Enemy, for the Reaſons I have already given, and as 
had inſtructed him in my Letter, acted againſt me 
with ſo much private ſpleen, that he had ſuppreſs d 
the firſt Information to make new ones; and not only 
ſo, but had himſelf ſuborn d Witneſſes againſt me, 
and the Chevalier de Rieux among the reſt, and that 
he had ſuppreſt my Petition to recriminate upon him, 
not letting it be brought beforę them that would have 
done 2 — and that without a kind of a Mira- 
cle, I had never had opportunity to preſent this Peti- 
tion; and in ſhort, that [om ſo innocent of the Crimes 
laid to my charge, that tho I was indeeTinſych.Com- 
pany as forcd me againſt, my inclination to go, yet I 
was ſeparated from them, and not at all concern d in 
whatthey dd. > ot d 5 ate am rg. 91 
The Credit of Monſieur de Marillac (wh. had a 
great many Relations and Acquaintance in the Parlia- 
ment) joyn d with the juſtice of my e 


ie 
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ſpeedy grant of my Petition, and the Lieutenant Cri. 
minel was forbid to proceed any further in my Pro- 
ceſs; and the Officers who took me, were order'd to 
come and depoſe before an Officer of the Parliament, [4 
but not one durſt appear; and I obtain'd a perſonal | 
Summons for every one of them, which was afterwards | 
turn d to a Decree to take them up; and I took three 
or four of them, and had them pur into the common 
Goal: When they were in cuſtody they told the truth, 
and howall had paſs d, ſo that] was juſt going to have 
a Judgment, by which the truth of the whole matter 
would have been extorted from the Liuetenent Crimi- 
nel, if he had not been advis'd to transfer ir to the 
Council. The Parliament, who had already received 
ſeveral reprimands from the King, for having flight- 
ed the deerees of the Council, knowing they had given | 
one, by which he was forbid to proceed any further, f 
durſt not go on with it, which ſpun out my buſineſs . 
to a great length; Nevertheleſs, Monſieur de Nlaril. 
lac having repreſented to the Council the injuſtice that 
was done me, the Lieutenant Criminel was defeated, 
and was forbidden to be Judge in the caſe, and the 
Dean of the Councellors du Chatelet was ſubſtituted in 
his place, who had order to take new Informations; 
and he behaving himſelf like aMan of Honour and Ho- 
neſty, the truth was brought to light, and my Enemies 
were prov'd to be Lyars : So I came out of Priſon, af. 
ter having been confin d four months, whereof I had 
been two. months and a half in the Dungeon. My 
firſt viſit was to Monſieur de Marillac, who receiv'd 
me very kindly, without ſpeaking one word of 
what he had hinted to the Keepers Wife; he re- 
turn d me the Letter I had wrote to the Cardinal 
Mazarin, not finding it convenient to deliver it. Af. 
ter having acknowledg d this obligation, I thought of 
diſcharging another of noleſs value, which was to pay 
my thanks to the good Woman, tho Keepers Wife, to 
whom having made an offer of a very conſiderable Pre- 
ſent, I was furpeiz'd * her refuſe it, This affliQtie 
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on gave me leiſure enough to reflect upon my ſelf, and 
having given my ſelf up to the pleaſures of the Worl 
like a man that never conſiders he muſt one day dye, 
had made a reſolution to change my courſe. of Life: 
Nevertheleſs, it coming into my head, that this woman 
could not do all this for no end, or with no deſign; 
and fince ſhe had refus'd my Preſent, I concluded it 


could be no other than that of Love, and thought m 


ſelf oblig'd to content her that way too, without confi. 
dering that I was going already to break the promiſe! 


had made to God in my Troubles. But if I was ſur- 
-priz'd at her refuſing my Preſent, I was much more fo, 


at the manner in which ſhe receiv'd my Compliment; 
for without that Preamble, that tis ſo much the fathi- 
on for Women to make, who would be thought more 
Virtuous than they really are, ſhe told me roundly 
that I did not deſerve the deliverance that God had 
ſo wonderfully beſtow'd on me; that I had more rea. 
ſon to return him thanks, than to pull down his ven. 


geance on me, by an account ſo criminal, as the A. 


dultery Thad compaſs'd in my thoughts : That if ſhe 
had oblig'd me; twas only becauſe ſhe knew the in- 
Juftiae that was offered me, and this was but an ill re. 
quital, ro propoſe ſo Hotrid a Crime to her. I was 
heartily glad to ſtand correQted by ſo Chriſtian a re. 


proof, and as Virtue commands our efteem, ſo I had 


more real Value for her, than I ſhould have had Love, 
if ſhe had yielded to my ſolliciration. ' ' * 

1 bad no fooner loſt the thoughts of this crime, 
but I entertain d another in my breaſt; Freſolv'd to 
revenge my ſelf of my falſe Witneſſes, and began with 


the Chevalier de Rieux, whom J forc'd to draw in 


the Street, having met him by accident: As he natu- 
rally was but a Coward, he would endeavour to con. 
vince me, chat I was under the greateſt miſtake in the 


. 9 offer that to him, who was always one of 
© * 


my beſt Friends; but as I Knew well enough what! 
ought to | believe, I took no great heed IRR 
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ſaid, but gave him ſeveral blows with the flat of my 
Sword, ſeeing he would not be perſwaded to draw 
but I was not ſatisfied with all this: Next I medita- 
ted Revenge againſt the Count de Harcourt, who I 
knew had treated me uncivilly behind my back : Tho 
he was of a moſt honourable Family, and tho his Qua- 
lity exempted him from giving me the common ſatis- 
faction in ſuch caſes; yer I was reſolv'd one way or 
other to let him Know, that I was not inſenſible of the 
affront 3 and it was not long before I had an occaſion 
put into my hands; there was a Captain in the Marine 
Regiment call'd De/ſplanches, who was one of his 
Neighbours in the Country, to whom he had behay'd 
himſelf very _— upon pretence that his An-. 
celtors had raiſed their Eſtate by being Rent-gatherers, 
or Stewards to his Family, by which means they had 
left their Heirs a better Eſtate than their Maſter, inti- 
mating as if they had dealt unjuſtly by him. *Tis true 
this Deſplanches had been ſo, and had little leſs than 
thirty thouſand Livres a year Eſtate; and having ob- 
tain'd Letters Patents for his Nobility, and a Coat of 


Arms, now he thought he oughtnot to bear all thoſe 


meanneſſes, which was impos'd upon. him by the 
haughty carriage of the Count: Befides this, thar 
Prince had a great mind to a piece of Land that be- 
long d to him call'd Ryflais, which joyning to his Eſtate 
at Harcourt, he was always encroaching u 

I no ſooner was inform'd of all this, but I offerd 
my Service to Deſplanches, whom Thad no acquain- 
tance with before; but I found means to let him un - 
derſtand, that I was like to be very hearty in joyning 
with him againſt one that was ſo much my Enemy as 
well as his. This man, who was the greateſt 'Drun- 
kard that ever I knew my life, never thankt me, nor 
nothing, bur told me, he ſhould be very glad to drink 
with me; and not to delay it, defir'd me to dine with 
him at the Flower de Luce, where he lodged, near the 
Haſtel de Soiſſont. He told me however after his firſt 
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Compliment, that he was oblig'd to me, but I did not 
find him ſo eager of the thing as I thonght he would 
have been; ſo that I concluded either that he wanted 
Courage, or that he was afraid of embroil ing himſelf 
with a Prince of that intereſt. I held of this mind till 
Dinner, when having eaten his Soup, and taken off 
two or three Bumpers, he began to talk very ſcanda. 
louſly of the Count de Harcourt :-T told him he muſt 
- excuſe me in ſay ing, this was not the way he ought 
to _— himſelt ot his Enemy; that I had heard the 
Count de Harcourt had offered him ſeveral inſult, 
even in his own Houſe, and if he pleas'd we would 
go home with him, and ſee if we could perſwade him 
to come and do the like again. Deſplanc hes, whoſe 
Paſſion encreaſt with the Wine, told me, he lik'd the 
e. very well; and having askt two or three Of 

cers of the ſame Regiment, that were wich us, if 
they would be of the party, they allagreed they would 
£0 : So he order d his Horſes to be be ſaddled, and de: 
fir d us to ſend for ours. I thought we had noching to 
do now, but to put on our Boots and to mount, but 
*-rwas not his way to riſe from Table ſo ſoon, and *twas 
fix a Clock at night before he would ſtir, and then he 
was ſo drunk, that inſtead of going about what had 
been agreed, he fell ro quarrelling with one of thoſe 
Officers, ſo that if I had not clapt in between, thequar 
rel would not have ended without miſchief ; I endga- 
vour d to make him ſenſible of his error, but he being 
no more capable of reaſon than a Horſe, was the mare 
unruly, till the Officer, that knew him better than |, 
was oblig d to go out of the Room, for fear of puſhing 
the humour too far: The two others, leſt 1 ſhould 
think he did ſo for want of Courage, told me at the 
fame time foftly; that twould be beſt tor us to with - 
draw too; that when he was drunk he was quite 
mad, and if we did not, we ſhould, it may be, find 
totnzcof the effects of his diſorder: I ſaw feaſon 
exou gl to believe them, ſo we went beck to our Har 
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and went home to our Lodgings, while Deſplanches 


was fighting with his Men, and quarrelling with his 


Landlord and Landlady for letting us go. 

The next morning before I was up, he comes into 
my Chamber, and raking no notice of laſt nights work, 
he askt me if I held my reſolution, of going with 


him into the Country, as I had promis d. I told him 'g | 


Yes, and was ready to go when he pleas'd. He told 
me he would go as ſoon as eyer the other Gentlemen 
were ready, to whom he had ſent that morning, and 
ſo defird me to riſe : and then he took five or fix 
turns in my Chamber, walking haſtily as if he had 
ſome great thing in his head; at laſt it came out, and 
he told me that he was diſturb d in his thoughts, for 
fear he ſhould make a broil with the Count de Har- 
court, who wanted nothing but ſuch an opportunity 
to out him of his Eſtate. This made me ſenſible that 
ſuch ſort of people always retain ſomething of the 
meanneſs of their Nature, in ſpight of all the Patents 
of Nobility their Money may procure them; and if 
the Officers had not come in, in that very moment. 
had put off engaging with a fellow of ſo mean a re- 
folution. I told them what Deſplanches had been 
ſaying to me, at which they ſhrunk up their ſhoulders, 
but being Men of Honour, they told him, he oughe 
rather to dye than to bear the affronts he received 
every day; that they did not defign to go and quartel 
with the Count de Harcourt at his own Houſe, but 
they would only go with him and Hunt upon His 
Lands, that lay next the Count's, to let him ſee that 
he was not aftraid of him. 3 | 
And to hearten him up, they gave him leave to go 
to Breakfaſt firſt, upon condition he ſhould drink but 
his ſhare of two Bottles of Wine; and this having the 
deli d effect, we got on Horſeback and took the di- 
telt way to Normandy : Now tho this Man had n6- 
ung 19.90, but to make haſte to our Joutneys end, 
tall we could do, could hot prevent bim ſtaying a 
6 , W . 
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whole day at Mantes, where he lighting on ſome excel. 
lent Wine, made them fill a hundred Bottles of it, which 
we {et in the head of our little Troop, and convoyd 
to his Houſe. And left the Count de Harcourt, who 
was at home, ſhould have notice of our coming, we 


x thought it beſt ro come in the Night; and having 


forbid the Servants telling any body how many we 


were, we went a Hunting the next morning, and rode 


up even to the very edge of the Count de Harcourts 
Land, which lay next to R Haid. The Count being 
immediately inform'd of it, and ſuppoſing it to be on. 
ly Deſplanches and his Men, laid an Ambuſcade far 
them as they ſhould come back. In ſhort, as we were 
riding under a Hedge, we were Led with two ſhots 
from the other fide, one of which ſtruck off the Pom. 
mel of my Saddle, upon which I turn'd about imme. 
diately, and being very well mounted, I came up 
with one of the Fellows that had ihor, before he had 
time to charge again; I could eafily have kill'd him 
if I would, but not being willing to do fo, I contented 
my felt with beating him moſt unmercifully with my 
Fuſil: The Fellow knowing me, called me by my 
Name, and told nc he belong'd to ſuch a Gentleman, 
and hop'd that fot his Maſters fake, whom he thought 
to be one of my very good Friends, 1 would be pleasd 
to pardon him: *Tis your Mafter, Sirrab, ſaid I, is1he 
cauſe that I uſe you at this rate, but I will let you go, 
grovided you will promiſe me to tell him ſo. He made no 
difficulty of promifing me this, and going another way 
to eſcape Deſplanehes and the Officers, who were in 
chaſe of the others, he got ar laſt to the Caſtle de Ho. 
court, all over batter'd and bruis'd, and his Cloathes 
torn almoſt off his back ; ſo, that any body might ſee he 
had fallen into bad hands: Deſplanches and his Friends 
blam'd me extreamly for letting him go, thinking that 
[ ought rather have ſeiz'd him and deliver d him 0 
J-{ice, but l whoaim'd atthy private revenge, was ver 
well pleas'd with what | had done. In ſhort, the _ 
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1 Harcourt was 10 enrag d at the affront, he had as 
2 thought rcceiv'd, that he aſſembled all his Friends, 
and not conſidering that he was the Agreſſor, he re- 
ſolves to pull down the very kouſe at Ryfflezs, and to 
bury us all in the ruins. This was not to be done ſo 
ecretly, but we had notice of it, and the Houſe being 
not defencible, we retreated to the Houſe of the Count 
e Crequi Bernieulle, who was no Friend to the Count 
- Harcourt, and whoſe Houſe was then the Seat of 


ac; for there was not only a Suit at Law depending 
between them, but 'twas grown to that height, thar 
hey made a formal War againſt each other; and of- 
entimes met one another in the Field, with fifteen or 
ſixteen hundred men of a fide, as if they would come 
to a ſet Battel z ſo we offer'd our Service to him toen- 
gage in his Party againſt both the Count de Harcourt 
ind the Marquis de Sourdeac. There was a great deal 
of difterence between theſe Troops and regulated Soul- 
diers, as appear'd particularly one day, when the Count 
t Crequi being advanc d, the Marquis de Sourdeac had 
o ſooner fired one ſhot from the Fauconet at the Caſtle 
le Nieufborg, but all the Squadron ſcour'd away as 
hard as they could drive, every one laying the blame 
afterwards upon his Horſe, who was not us'd to ſtand 
fre ; but as the diſgrace was general, thoſe that ſtood 
ere willing enough to take it for an excuſe. As they 


0 rade War upon the Marquis de Sourdeac, fo did I up- 
Hache Count de Harcourt, upon whoſe ground I ven- 
rd two or three times to kill ſome Partridges : The 
uyliff came and deſired me civilly to forbear, pre- 
5 


ending his Maſter was gone to Paris, but I knew 
ell enough that was a ſham, for the very next night 
he came with his men, and cut down the Trees, at the 
ery Gates of RufHais. On 

I thought however I had done enough to teſtify 
y reſentment, and Deſp/anches being on the other 
an! oblig'd-to return to the Army, I was „ 


z little War between him and the Marquis de Sourde. 
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bear him company to Paris, for he durſt not venture 
to have gone alone; being arriv'd at Paris, I went pre. 
ſently to Court, and the Cardinal ſeeing me, askt me 
whence I came, which made me believe, that he knew 
all that had paſt ; nevertheleſs I durit not tell him the 
truth, leſt he ſhould give me a reprimand for it, and 
rhaps ſomething worſe ; but I was ſurpriz'd, when 
inſtead of that he told me I had done very well, and 
he ſhould like me the better for it as long as he knew 
me; that one Folleville le Sens, who was a Gentleman 
of that Country, and who belong'd to him, had told 
him all, and that I needed not be diſturb'd at it; but 
on the contrary, might depend upon his Protection. [ 
humbly thankt him tor this goodneſs, but I askt him 
withal how he would pleaſe to diſpoſe of me: For 
while I was under confinement, he had given away my 
Company; ſo that I lookt methought, in my preſent 
condition, little better than a Valet out of Service ; he 
bid me take no care of that, but attend upon him, for 
he went every year into the Army with the King; 
who began now, not only to ſhew himſelf great, but 
alſo to give anearly proof of what he would one day 
appear. In ſhort, he delighted in rhe War above all 
things, and tho they caution'd him with regard to his 
Health, not to expoſe his Perſon ſo in the Heats and 
Rains, yet he ſeldom miſt being on Horſeback as long 
as any Day. light was left. EOS 
I bad ſpent more time in the Court than in rhe Ar- 
my; and ſeeing however my inclination led me to the 
Profeſhon, yet that *twas impoſſibie for me to manage 
my ſelf in it, as well as thoſe who had been bred to it 
J was not ſorry for the Command the Cardinal laid 
upon me. I waited upon him therefore with the great 
elt afſiduity poſſible; and tho I ſay it, omitted nothing 
that might oblige him. However, there was ſeveral 
People, who pretended to perſwade me, that I took 
wrong meaſures, and among the reſt one Artignan and 
heſmasx, who complain d that they done the ſame = 
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all their lives, without any advancement more than 
they were at firſt; and indeed they made but a very 
ſorry figure, and were in ſuch a pitiful condition for 
the moſt part, they knew not where to geta Penny to 
buy a Dinner : This oblig'd themto think of retiring 
from the Court; but as they were of the furtheſt part 
of Gaſcoign, and that they had not wherewithal to un- 
dertake ſo long a Journey, they try d all ways poſſible 
to raiſe a little Money, but all people were ſo kind 
a to refuſe them: for if they had got together but ten 
Piſtoles, we ſhould never have ſeen one of them Com- 
mander of the firſt Company of the Grand Muſqueteers, 
nor the other with an Eſtate of three Millions of 
Livres,as he is at this time: However, all they could ſay 
was not capable to diſhearten me from following his 
Eminence to the Frontiers. The Count de Harcourt 
went the ſame time with the King, and looking a little 
diſdainfully at me, I ſent him word by one of my 
Friends, that if he was not pleas d, he had nothing to 
do but to tell me ſo. He return d again, that I did 
not know my ſelf, but he ſhould find a time to make 
me do it. This was a Bravado which I laught at, and 
other People laught as well as I; for tho he wasa R 
he ought not to have carried it ſo high; and ſey 
a3 good as he, and thoſe ſome of his own Family too, 
had not thought it below them to meaſure their Sword 
with a Gentleman; however, my Friend advis dme to 
have a care of my ſelf, but I {lighted it, thinking a 
Frigce of his Quality was incapable of a baſe action; 
but thoſe who I thus gave my opinion to, told m 
that he who had done his beſt to rake me off * 
ms in Priſon, might very well be thought to attempt 
it.now I was at liberty: However, I was not deceiy d 
in him, and whatever his endeavours had been to re- 
rerge himſelf, he never attempted any of thoſe ways 
they ſeem'd to ſuſpett: For I do not underſfand that 
ay private Ambuſcade had been laid at any time for 
ne; and tho I did atuibute to him an accident which 
b ap- 
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happen d to me a few days afterwards, yet I ought; 
ways to ſay for the honour of the Perſon I had tod 
withal, that he fairly gave me time to draw my Sword 
and if I was roughly Handl d, it was by the fortune d 
the fight, and not a private aſſault. 

There was one Breaute, a Gentleman of Norman, 
Who was a Man brave enough, and a very handſom Per 
ſon, but of a behaviour ſo extraordinary inſolent, thy 
it render d all the other good Qualities he had, ng 
worth taking notice of: He had this ill temper by li 
herirance, from the Marquis de Breaute his near Ret 
tion, who had ſo good an opinion of himſelf, that he 
challeng d five and twenty Spaniards, to fight them al 
one after another, but Monheur de Grobendonc, Gor. 
nour of Boleduc, laughing ar his infolence, told hin 
that he ſhould have enough of one; and to make it 
good, added, that he ſhould bring four and tweny 
French men along with him, and he would ſend firs 
and twenty Spaniards to meet them. Breaute enragll 
with this'anfwer,. askt leave of the Prince of Orang. 
undet whom he ſerv'd; to accept of the Challenge, a], 
having obtain d it, he manag d the fighiſſo unhappily ti 
he was kill d upon the ſpot, and two and twenty of his 
men, and the two other cry d for Quarter, who being 
brought Priſoners to Boleduc, Grobendonc immediately 
hang d them, which action diminiſh'd his Honour, and 
ſullied the Victory his Party had obtain d; but he gat 
this reaſon for it; That all rhe Combarants had ſwon 
to maintain the fight to the laſt drop of their Blood 
rather than to demand Quarrer, and twas but juſt tha 
theſe who broke their word, ſhould ex piate the. pet 
Jury with their lives, for a ſatisfaction to ther Com 
panions that perform'd their Vow to the laſt, Bregut, 
tho, as, you ſee, he had no great cauſe to brag of thi 

action of his Kinſman, yer he had the ſtory alwysil 
his mouth, and at every turn would repeat it, to 0 
that his Family had been always men of Courage ; an! 
io make himſelf more ridiculous, he would bring 3 
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that if Grobendonc's Men had had to do with him, they 
ſhould not have come off ſo well. I have heard him 
tell this ſtory very often, which has made very good 
ſport to all the Company: But having been taught b 
experience, that we ſhould not always laugh at the fol- 
lies of others, I was the only perſon that kept my coun» 
tenance at theſe relations, and conſequently was the 
fartheſt off from the thoughts of a Quarrel; and yet 
when 1 leaſt thought of it, I was oblig d to fight him, 
upon a pretence that I had been as rude with him as 
the reft. My Honour would not permit me to 
refuſe him, but imagining there was ſomething more 
in the matter, and being willing to know the bot- 
tom of it, Frold him that if he had no other cauſe 
to quarrel with me than that, he might put up his 
Sword again, for I had never ſo much as dreamt of 
it; and that the Gentlemen that were with me would 
give me the ſame ſatisfaction: That I did not ſay this 
out of fear; I believ'd I had given proofs enough ofmy 
Courage in ſeveral occaſions, not to have it call'd in que. 
ſtion at ſuch a time: While I was ſaying this I kept at 
Swords length off, if poſſible to have avoided fighting: 
But he deſpiſing my Juſtification, or rather being exci- 
ted on ſome other account, threw himſelf upon me in 

a ſtrange fury, and wounded me in the fide. Ibecame 
raging mad at the fight of the Blood, and making 2 
deſperate thruſt, I ran my Sword to the Hilr thro his 
Thigh, but he preſently reveng d himſelf, for at the 
vext paſs, he ran me quit through the Body, upon 
which I dropt immediately, and he difarm'd me. _ 

I had a ſuſpicion, that this was done by the procure- 
ment of the Count de Harcourt, which was confirmed 
by what 1 heard the next morning; for they told me, 
that he carried my Sword to that Prince, and that for 
joy of that Victory they made ſuch Pebauch of it, 
that all the Company that were there were ſent home 
in a lamentable pickle, and the Count himſelf made 
no ſcruple to own the fact: ?Twas very ee | 
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For him to tell all the world thus, that he could not 
fight but by Proxy, he had a name bad enough alrez. 
dy, after the manner that he liv'd and treated his Lz. 
dy, he need not have taken ſuch pains. to encreaſe 
it. In ſhort, he liv'd more likea Bully than a Prince, 
which was the cauſe that. he treated his Lady after ſuch 
a ſort as I hinted but now: That twas reported that 
he us'd to beat her, I know not whether this was true 
at the bottom, or that his being Brother to the Duke 
Elbe, who had kill'd his Wife with ill uſage, 
ot him this Reputation: However *twas, this is cer. 
tain, that this Lady, who was a rich Heireſs, not be. 
ing able to bear his humours, retir'd to a Monaſtery, 
where ſhe remains to this dag. 
My wound was too great to be ſoon cur d, my Lungs 
haying been pierc d quite through z and you could not 
hold a Candle to the Orifice, but the wind that came 
rom it would blow out the light. The Cardinal, 
+ who hated the Count de Harcourt and his Family, be- 
cauſe they were always againſt him, ſuſpected as well 
. thar this came from him, and declar d himſelf 
openly in my fayour; and told publickly that if he 
could get Breaute into his hands, who now. abſcord- 
ed, he would teach him how to quarrel in cold blood: 
Nor did he ſtop there, but to yext the Count de Har: 
court, more than for any kindneſs he had for me, he 
ſent me his on Jurgeon, and beſides that, a Bag with 
about fiye hundred Crowns. This was ſo. unuſual a 
thing with him, eſpecially the Money, and aboye all 
to 2 man that was neither one of his Family, nor in- 
geed one of his Party, that every. body was ſurpriz'd, 
and ſo was I my ſelf, and indeed could hardly tell 
What 19 thipk of it, till De/plancbes came to ſee me, 
and intorm'd me that the Cardinal had ſent for him, 
and Nas him, that as ſoon as the Campaign was over 
he would have him take ſome of his Friends with him 
down to his houſe, and do all that they could ro affront 
that Count; and that his Eminence —— 
h Pls ſho 
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ſhould quickly be cur d, would have me be of the Par- 
ty ; and that he would certainly ſpeak to me of it, as 
ſoon as ever I was abroad again. In ſhort, being gone 
to thank his Eminence, after I was well again, tor his 


goodneſs to me, he told me, he ſhould be very glad 


to have me go upon that deſign, and then *twas he told 
me how the Mareſchal de la Ferte had juggl'd with 
me, when he pretended to get a Regiment for me. I 
thought that this Confidence proceeded from ſome diſ- 
content the Cardinal had with him ; indeed they ſaid 
then that his Eminence had ſome ſuſpicion that he was 


not true to him, and that tho the Mareſchal us'd to 
ſay of himſelf that he never had chang'd his Coat, 


was becauſe they were not ſo good as their words to 


him in what they promis'd him, rather than want of 


Inclination on his part. | 

The Campaign being ended, Deſplanches took four 
choice Lads of his own Comnany, with a Sergeant, 
whom he diſguis'd like Ya/ets, that his deſign might 


not be known; and we went all of us to his Houſe, , _ 
8 


where there came a Gentleman of Perigor, that was 
a Captain in the ſame Regiment. By the way he re- 
ceiyd a Letter from his Collonel, who was the Count 
de Tonecharante, by which he defird him very civilly 
indeed, to give a diſcharge to a certain Soldier of his 
Company: It unluckily happen d, that the Meſſenger 
came in while he was at Table, and the heat of the 


Wine adding ſomething to his ugly humour, which 


was brutiſh enough of it ſelf, he told the Expreſs, 
that the Count de Tonecbarante buſied himſelf with 


that he had nothing to do withal; that for his part he 
would do nothing in it, and if the Collonel did not 
like it he might take his courſe. Seeing him diſturb'd, 
we as d him what was the matter, tho he had ſpoke 
enough already to make us gueſs what it was; but he 


ſhow'd us the Letter, which was in the modeſteſt 
terms that was poſſible ; inſomuch, that not being 
able ro ſee him 19 * I rold him he was to blame 
N = to 
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to give ſuch an anſwer to it; that I had not the honour 
to be particularly known to Count de Tonecharante, 
but he muſt give me leave to tell him, twas not uſual 
to deal ſo by ones Collonel, who was ſo generous 
to requeſt a thing of him which he could have done 
without him; and twas what the Captains could not 
have done without the Collonel; and if the Collonel 


cChoſe to go the contrary way, twas becauſe they were 


unwilling to uſe their Authority in prejudice of the 
Captains; that this refuſal would but put him upon 
giving the Souldier his diſmiſs without him, and that 
would not be all neither, for he would eternally loſe 
his Friendſhip, which he ought to preſerve above all 
things; that *twas the practice always at Court, as 
indeed it ought to be every where, that the Captains 
did all that in them lay to keep a good underſtanding 
with the ſuperiour Officers; that I ſpoke as his Friend, 
and pray'd him to conſider theſe things a little; and 
tho he had an Eftate, and ſo did not value preferment, 
Foet he ſhould be careful to preſerye his Reputation; 
that infallibly Monfieur de Tonecharante would be 
i See and I beſought him but to think of that a 
little. | ö 
I know not how he did to have patience while I 
faid all this ; however, 'twas all one, he would have 
it, that twas the Captains Office to give a diſmiſs to 
4 Souldier, and that the Collonel had nothing to do 
with it: And growing very high becauſe I was not of 
his Opinion, he had ſo little niaghers as to give me the 
_ Lye in his own Houſe, for ere got to Planches 
near d Evreuæ, which was not above fix or ſeven 
' Teagues from Ryflais, and belong'd to him. He had 
no Tfooner let 15 the word, but I catcht up a Plate and 
threw it at his Head, and the Wine having put Con- 
tage into him, he clos d in with me, tho three ot 
four perſons who were at the Table with us got in be- 
tween us, by good fortune for us both we had neithet 
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Fiſts, twas not likely to be very Bloody; however, 
we were ſo warm that ' twas not without great difficulty 
that they parted us. There was no great likelihood 
after this that we ſhould proceed on our Journey, ſo 
| order d my Men to ſaddle my Horſe; the Gentle. 
men who were there did all they could to accommo- 
date matters: But he ſtood off, and would do nothing; 
ſo I came away, and being pretty late I could reach 
but to Pa that night, which was in the Road to Paris. 
Nothing would ſerve him but he would follow me, 
that he would; but his Friends, who ſawl ſaid nothing 
but what was true, prevented him, that he mighr ſettle 
his brains. The next morning twas quite another 
thing, and he told the Gentlemen chat I left with him, 
that he was extreamly concern'd for what had happen'd, 
and that they ought to have kept me, and that he wou'd 
go and overtake me to ask my pardon. They were all 
very glad to hear him talk after this manner, and ha- 
ving ſaddl d their Horſes, they came all away with 
him a 0 They came up with me at Mantes, 
where I baited, for I had no occaſion to be in any haſte; 
when I faw them, and that their Horſes were all in a 
toam, I wonder'd what ſhould be thematter they were 
in ſuch haſte, and preſently imagining it was to affront 
me, I plac'd my {elf at the top of the Stairs in a 5. 
ſure to receive them with a Piſtol in each hand: But 
Deſplanches advancing before them, and offering me 
his hand in token of Friendſhip, he pray d me to for- 
get all that was paſt, telling me, that I knew well 
* when a man's in drink, he is not maſter of his 
eaſon. 55 28 2 
1 could not find in my heart to be angry, hearing him 
talk at this rate, for beſides that, Idid not believe he 
had acted himſelf in that which happen d; I had a 
mind al ſo to obey the Cardinal, by whoſe order, as 
I tave mention d, I undertook this Journey; ſol went 
back again wi th him, after we had embrac'd each o- 
ther, and ſtaying two days at Plenches, we came at laſt 
10 Rufflais, where we underſtood that the Count de Har- 
300. 2 PORE court 
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court was at home at his Caſtle. I courted Deſplanc he: 
to go abroad that very day, but he pretended he was 
not well; ſo I took my Fuſil, and with only my own 
Servants, went out quite to the grounds belonging to 
the Count de Harcourt; there was no Game . 
but going on more with a deſign to be ſeen than to 
kill any thing, I ſhot up in the Air; one of the 
Count's Servants came out immediately to ſee who 
*twas ; he knew me as ſoon as he ſaw me, and run 
in to carry the news to his Maſter : The Count un- 
derſtanding I had but two men with me, ſent out all 
his men, but took care to ſtay behind himſelf : When 
I ſaw I was like to engage nothing but a Mob made 
up of Plowmen and Footmen, and that I wasin a fair 
way to be devour'd, I thought ir was my beſt way to 
retreat; they purſu'd me cloſe, but being well mounted 
Igot ground of them, till I came to a Lane that was juſt 
in the Road: Theſe fellow put ſu'd me ſtill, and made 
ſeveral ſhot at me at a diſtance; but I eſcap d a great. 
er danger preſently after, for I was not gone fifty * 
| in the Lane, when J received a whole volley of ſhot 
from another fide, at which, thank God, I was more 
afraid than hurt, and not without a cauſe, for I had three 
hots in my Hat, and two in my Cloaths, juſt at 
this juncture I diſcover d Deſplanches with his Sol. 
diers, and not doubting but they were going to {ct 
upon me, Thad ceitainly kilbd him, if he had not 
cry d out and told me, that he did not think he had 
ſhot at me, but at the Count de Harcourt's men: IIS 
ſuch a Coxcomb as to be perſwaded into this; and 
having told them, that fince twas ſo, we had nothing 
to do now but to fall upon them, chey-charg'd again, 
and we turn'd upon them and purſu'd them. Being ie. 
turn d to Rufflais, they all made a great ſtir about the 
danger | had been in, and he askt my pardon, witha 
great many words to convince me, that all that had 
| . was by accident; but tay Valet de Chambre, 
who it ſeems had at that time more Wit than I, told 
me, as he was undreſſing me, that I ſhould not truſt 10 
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ſelf there, and that I was with a man that made 2 
praftice of ſuch kind of Villanies; for a Countryman 
thereabouts had told him, that he had kili'd two or 
three ſo baſely from behind a Hedge; and that ſince 
I had a quarrel with him, twould be my beſt courſe 
to get away as ſoon as I could: This diſcourſe made 
2 to recollect, what a Blockhead I had been to 
believe all he had ſaid to me, and reſolv'd to leave a 
man with whom there was ſo little ſafety: however, I 
wanted an excuſe to come away, and having ſent one 
of my men to Brione, to ſee if there was any Letters 
for me, I gave him one which I had wrote my ſelf, 
wherein 'twas mention'd, that I was wanted immedi- 
ately at Paris, about ſome buſineſs of conſequence, ſo 
I took my leave of this Traytor, without taking notice 
of any thing; and it pleaſing God, that I ſhould not 
continue long uncertain whether my ſuſpicion was 
well or ill grounded, it happen'd that a Soldier whom 
my Valet had carry'd to drink with him, on purpoſe to 
-pump him, told him, that I was much in the right of 
it to get away, for I had ſcap'd a ſcowring; he could 
not get a word more out of him, tho he preſt him to 
—4 plainer; but as this was enough to make me 
judge of the perſon, I was no ſooner on Horſeback, 
la I told him, I ſhould remember him as long as I 
livd, and that at another time I would tell him more; 
he ſtood mute at theſe words, and not giving him time 
to juſtifie himſelf, I clapt Spurs to my Horle, and got 
ſo far from him, that if he had ſaid any thing, *twas 
impoſſible for me to hear him. | 
the mean time all that I had told him came to 
paſs, Monſieur de Tonecharante having being inform'd 
of his rudeneſs, gave the diſmiſs to the Soldier with- 
out kim, and not content with giving him this affront, 
he reſoly'd to have him caſheer'd, tbe firſt minute he 
could ger an opportunity : The thing was difficult to 
de done at that time, it bein ot then as tis now, that 
the Collonels were abſoluu aſters of their Regi- 
„ | M. ; ments. 
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ments; for on the other hand, the King was in want 
of Officers, and accordingly was more chary of them, 
than it has been ſince: Indeed they did not come in 
ſuch crouds for Commiſſions in thoſe days, hor were 
not ſo prodigal either of their Eſtates, or of their Lives; 
ſo that Monſieur de Toxecharante, tho he had reſolyd 
to do his utmoſt to throw him our, found it impoſſible 
to bring it to paſs, till the Peace of the Pyrennes; but 
now the time being come, that there was not ſo much 
need of Souldiers, and the King making a reform a. 
mong his Troops, he manag d it ſo, that he got his 
name into the Lift of thoſe that were to be disbanded, 
tho it was a little out of the order, for he was the 
fifth or fixth Captain of the kegiment, and the reform 
us d to begin at the youngeſt : Deſplanches could not 
bear this affront without making his complaint, which 
the Count de Tonecharante had foreſeen, and had been 

' beforehand with him, having waited upon the King, 
And given him a large account of hisbehaviour, which 
was not only brutiſh, but ſomething worſe, for he 
was grown to that height, that ſacred things were not 
free from his violence when he was in drink, and he 

would ſpeak either of God or the King, in the ſam 
terms as he did of the worſt of his Enemies. 
For all this he had the Impudence to go to the King, 

| and having pleaded the merit of his ſervice, how he 
5 Had been ſeveral years in the Army, had always kept 
his Company full, and had never been charged with 
any failure of his duty; that he had an Eſtate of his 

| own, and did not ſerve meerly for his Pay, and a thou- 
| Land things to the ſame effect; the King, after he 
F - - ad given him Audience with a great deal ot patience, 
i anſwer d him coldly, that he knew all this as well as 
| himſelf, and that fince he had been ſo faithful to him, 
= he had done this to give him leiſure to ſetve God, as 
I regularly as he had ſerv'd him; and tho he did not 
ll  expett him ro be aSaint, yerhe would nor have fin 
be impicus; that he had been inform'd from on 
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Count de Rochefort. 16 7 
good hands, that he had piſt in the Holy Water Por, 
in contempt of that ſacred Element, and of all Religi- 
on; that he did not know how it came to paſs he was 
not proſecuted for it; and but that he underſtood ar 
the ſame time he was in drink, he ſhould perhaps have 
repented coming to him elſe. De/planches, who knew * 
in his Heart the King had tax'd him with nothing bur 
what was true, inſiſted no more upon 7 but went out 
with ſhame enough, and retired himſelf altogether to 


the Country, and never ſtirr d out of it but once, that 


he came to Paris to marry the Daughter of Monſieur 
de Brillac, Councellor of the great ber; but this 
Lady neither, being not able to cure him of his De- 
bauchery, he kill'd himſelf with drinking in about 
five or fix years. 8 

I had reſoly'd at my laſt parting with him to de- 


| mand ſatisfaction from him tor the Treachery he had 


us'd towards me; but having given the Cardinal anac- 
count of the whole matter, he prohibited me ſo ſtrict. 
ly, that I durſt not think of it: In the mean time he 
2 me to Bruſſels, upon a ſecret affair which I muſt 
not reveal, and in which I could not ſucceed, The 
Prince de Conde was ſtill at the Spaniſh Court, and it 
happen'd while I was there, that Monſieur de Beau 
valt was kill'd; he was Father to the Counteſs de 
Soiſſont, and Maſter of the Horſe to the Prince; he 
was a Man of Courage, but had too good a conceir 
of himſelf, which was the cauſe of his misfortune; for 
as he was coming down from the Prince de Condes 

ing, he mer a Gentleman coming up, and takes 
him by the Arm at the top of the ſtairs with ſuch force, 
that he threw him down and walkt over him. The 
Gentleman would not ſo much as ask him the mean- 
ing of it then, from the reſpect he ow'd to the place; 
but going out immediately, he gets a Friend and ſends 
him to Beauvais to demand ſatisfaction of him for this 
affront. Beauvais was not a man that us d to refuſe, 
my body, ſo having —_ à Friend with him 2 

a 4 | ui 
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his Second, they fought it out two and two of a fide, 
one of his Enemies was quite kill'd upon the place 
e was never the better for this ſhort-liv'd advan. 
ber he receiv'd a Piſtol Bullet in his Head, of 
A dy'd in a few days. The Prince of Cond: 
rm d of this accident, went to ſee him befor: 
and as he ſaw there was no hopes of his life, 
bim, that ſeeing the condition he was in, he 
eto leave all other thoughts but thoſe of his Soul; 
ne had kept a certain Lady a long time, by whom 
had had ſeveral Children, (one of which was the 
preſent Counteſs de Soiſſons) but was never marry 
70 her; that he advisd him to diſcharge his Conc, 
- ence, which he might do by making her his Wife; 
that he knew not how to ſhew his Friendſhip more to 
him, than by adviſing him for his good, and that if 
he would be rul'd by him, he would go and ſend for 
a Prieſt immediately. Beauvait had loſt all his Sences, 
and had not ſpoke a word in four and twenty hours; 
but the Prince's voice, or rather the diſcourſe he made 


. to him, reviving him: No, My Lord, ſaid he, raifing 
bis voice, I ſhall not be rul d by you, I never promisl 


ber any thing, nor I dont ſee that I am oblig d to per 
Vorm any thing. The Prince reply d, that he knen 
that beſt himſelf indeed, and that what he ſpoke wa 
upon the common report that ſpread it about ſo ; to 
which the other having again anſwered the ſame thing, 

he left him to dye in quiet © 
All this while the War continud with great fun, 
vot only on the Frontiers with the Spantards, but alſ 
in the heart of the Kingdom; and the weakneſs of the 
Chief Miniſter encourag'd ſuch as were diſpos d to d 
miniſh, if not to overthrow the Regal Authority, and tte 
pteſent form of Government in the Kingdom: I don 
pretend to reflect, in faying this, upon what the Pall 
ament did, but upon the impudence of ſome parricul 
perſons, who thought themſelves at liberty: in thei 
es of publick aiſttaRtion, to eſtabliſh the pry I. 
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huge bulky fellow of himſe 
him beyond all dimenſions; if he had any Nobility 
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rannies they exercis d in their own limits. Indeed they 


had in every Province two or three of theſe little Princes, 


for ſuch they were in effect, for the Kings orders were 
but laught at among them, if they were not agregable 
to their deſigns. This was a great trouble to che ar. 

dinal, but more to the King, who had a thouſand times 
more Courage, and who was more nearly toucht in theſe 
practices than others; but twas his time to wink at all 
this, and as young as he was, he was extraordinary po- 
litick, and choſe rather not to reform an abuſe, tho he 
knew it to be ſo, than to let it appear that it was too 
great for him to attempt, in ſuch an uncertain conditi- 


con as things then ſtood. In the mean time, never was 


there ſucha Prank play d as was done now, by a certain 


Coxcomb that had married one of my Relations, and 


in whoſe caſe I had like to Have been involv'd. This 
man call'd himſelf the — "I de Prenſac, he was 2 
, but his Pride ſwell' d 


in his blood, twas only that he was Grandſon to a Pre- 


fident of Bordeaux; but fince I am fallen upon his 


Genealogy, I muſt give you a ſhort Hiſtory of his Great 
Grandfather. He kept a Brandyſhop at Bourdeaux, 


and made a figure ſo mean, that no body reckon d him 
to be worth above two thouſand Franks. In ſhort, he - 
not only dwelt in a little naſty Houſe, but bought and 


ſold privately in other Peoples names. He had but one 
only Son, who he had bred up well enough, and above 
what *twas thought he could afford; for not intending 
to make him a Brandy Merchant, he ſent him to the 
Univerſity. This young fellow was a meer Thomas 
Diaforus, that is, juſt ſuch another Blockhead, as Moli- 
er calls by that name in his * Comedy, | 

or as we may ſay a very f Bartholomew © Malade hie- 


Cokes. However, he happens to ſee one 2 


day at Church, one of the Preſidents 
Daughters, and falls deſperately in love with her, in- 
Toth uch, that but one fight of her brought him into che 
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Yellow Jaundice : His Father, who as I ſaid, had ng 
more Children, and knew himſelf to bericher than any 
body thought, was almoſt diſtracted to ſee him in ſuch 
a condition: And after a deal of pother to know what 
ail'd him, at laſt with much ado got the Secret out of 
Him. Pſhaw! ſays the old man, is that all? Nee 
trouble thy ſelf, Pll warrant you, Pl get ber for you , 
and with that away he goes to her Father, and demands 
her of him for his Son. The Preſident thought the lit. 
tle old fellow was mad, and askt him who he 

that he ſhould come with ſuch a compliment to him; 
and gueſſing at the man by the figure he made, which 
was very indifferent, he was going to bid his Footmen 
kick him down Stairs, The little man, not at all daunt. 
ed at the ſcornful treatment of the Preſident, and to 
come to the point, askt him how much he would gire 
his Daughter, for let it be as much as it would, he 


 . would give his Son three times as much in ready Mo- 


ney, belides the refuſal of ſuch a place as his was, 
which he had ſecur'd for him when he ſhould be capa- 
ble to manage it. The Preſident hearing him talk at 
tis rate, could not tell what to make of it; and ſeeing 
nothing in him that lookt as if he were craz d, be 
not only to treat him civilly, but to ask him as civilly, 
jf he was able to make good what he talkld of. The 
old man told him he was not very _ to be de- 
ceiv'd, unleſs his Money would not go, for twas all 


in pecie; and taking him home with him, he ſhow'd' 


him a great Iron Cheſt, and in it above eight hundred 
thouſand Franks all in Gold. | | 
The Match was ſoon made up after ſuct z het as 
- this, and from this Conjunction ſprung the Father of 
our Coxcomb; I leave any one to judge whether I have 
done him wrong in'giving him ſuch a Title, when they 
| Have heard his Story. Firſt, tho he knew his own Ori- 
ginal well enough, yet his Coach would not pleaſe him 
unleſs it was adorn'd with a great many Coats of Arms; 
ſio without any regard to the Coat that his — 
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had taken up, and which ſerv d his Father well enough, 


he picks out ſuch Coats as he lik d belt, and orders the 


Hearld to quarter them with his own, and to divide 
them into ſixteen quarters, the leaſt of which belong d 
to ſome Prince or other, and withal gives a moſt gkori- 
our Livery, that made all the Town ſtare at him. The 
City of Paris, like other great Cities, never wants Sh arp- 
ers, who live by their Wits, at the price of other peo- 
ples follies. One of theſe obſerving our Gallant, and 
finding him running ſtark mad after the vanity of Gran- 
deur, preſents him with a very formal Genealogy, by 
which he made it out as clear as the Sun, that he was 
deſcended in a Male line from the Family de Drew, a 
younger branch of the Blood Royal; and that as ſuch, 


he had a right to bear in his firſt and fourth quarter the 


arms of France, and in the ſecond and third thoſe: of 
| Dreux : He was overjoy'd with his diſcovery, and I 
happening to be then at his Houſe, he askt me what I 
thought of it: I found he was too well pleas'd with 
it for me to contradiCt it, for I had no mind to diſ- 


ſenſe, I made him ſo compleat a Fool, as that he im- 
mediately ſends for his Coach-maker, beſpeaks a new 
Coach, giving him the Arms that he would have fet 
upon it; he chang d alſo his Plate, and made the ſame 


Coat of Arms be engraven upon that, and to omit no 


thing that might add to the Luſtre of his Family, in 
ſome Writings he had making, he caus'd himſelf to be 
ſtild, The moſt Serene Prince L..... de Dreux, ad- 
ding however the Surname of Rhedox, which was his 
true name, but which he intended to drop in proceſs 
of time; or to attribute it to ſome accidental imagina- 
ry entail, as a great many other Families in France 
do; who, if they were to tell the truth, would be ve. 
ty much at a loſs to make out their Original, 


. Befides this, the new Marquis de Pranſac chang'd 


his Livery again, and took up the ſame with Mada- 
moilelle de Monrpen/ier's, the Lining only excepred, 
1 1 98 one 
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One being green and the other blue; and encreafin 
his Attendants with four Pages and ſome Footmen, he 
went beyond ſeveral Princes in his Equipage : He rogk 
care in all his greatneſs not to forget a Canopy ot State, 
and wanting nothing but the name of his Highneſs tg 
make him a compleat Prince, ſince he now began ty 

believe himſelf to be really one; I was the firſt, that, 

| to carry on the jeſt, beſtow'd that title upon him; he 
took this ſo extreamly kind of me, that I muſt eat al- 
-ways at his own Table, and if I would believe him, he 
could not part with me. He that firſt ſet him up for 

| Prince was alſo very liberally rewarded, and being re. 
ſoly'd to outdo me, made one addition more to his title 
and ſtil'd him his Royal Highneſs, telling him that fince 
he was deſcended from ſo many Kings, he did not ſe 
any reaſon, why he ſhould content himſelf with the 
bare Title of his Serenity. Our Marquis thought this 
very rational, and giving his affent by nodding of his 
wiſe Head, he ſhow'd how well pleas'd he was with it; 
but being reſolyd to manage this humour, I began a 
little to contradict this, and his Highneſs was to be Judge 
between us; I told him then, that was the way to call 
the reſt of his titles in queſtion, to give him one that 
did not belong to him; that none but the immedi: 
ate Children of Kings took this Title upon them, 
and that was but lately neither, and that the very 
next remove was that of Serenity, as in the Prince of 
Conde, and the Prince of Conti his Brother, to mention 
no more: This diſcourſe allay'd a little the vanity of 
his Highneſs de Pranſac: But che other Gentleman, to 

_ Ingratiare himſelf further, told him that the Title of 
Royal Highneſs was well enough, for the Prince of 
Orange had aſſum d it; I reply d, that he never knew 
any body give it him but the Dutch Gazetteers; and 
if it was due to the Princeſs of Orange, as ſhe was 1 

' Daughter and Siſter of the King of England, it did not 
follow, that her Husband ſhould be ftiFd ſo upon that 
account; that the Princes of the Blood Royal of England 
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15 well as thoſe of France, never loſt their Quality, 
tho they did marry Husbands inferiour to themſelves, 
and therefore 'twas a miſtake of his, to give the Huſ- 
band the Title, which was due only to the Wife. 

His Highnefs of Pranſac was pleas d to think me 
in the right, and to be content with the character 
that was his due, ſo he told us with a very grave, tho 
in a very fooliſh manner, that time would bring every 
thing to paſs. All people were amaz'd to fee him ſer 
up ſuch an Eſcutcheon, and to appear in ſuch an Equi- 
page: Bur he having not an Eſtate to anſwer ſuch a 
prodigious expence, it ſhrunk his Revenue, ſo that to 
leſſen his charge he was fain to retire into the Coun- 
try, till his Exchequer ſhould be in a condition again 
to ſupport his Pageantry. 

This piece of Foppery paſt well enough ſo long as 
the War held, but when the Court (the Peace being 
ſertd) had lei ſure to look into civil aftairs, the King 
gave order to the Procurator General of the Parliament, 
to enquire how the Marquis of Pranſac came to be a 
Prince of the Blood; whereupon the Procurator Ge- 
neral goes with his Officers to make him a viſit, 
and finding how the caſe ſtood, he caus'd them ro break 
inpieces all the Coaches where the Hower de Lis were 
quarter'd in the Eſcutcheons, and calling for his Plate, 
they caus'd that alſo to be bruis'd, and the Arms to be 
beaten out; beſides, they gave him a-Summons, to an- 
ſwer to a Complaint which was preſented to the Par- 
liament upon this ſubject. Never was man ſo perplext 
as his Highneſs appear'd upon this occafion ; he ſent - | 
tor him that had wheedFd him up in this fancy; but 
he knew enough, twas no time for him to be 
ſeen; then he ſent for me, and I went, for I had a 
mind to ſee how he carry d it under his mortification. 
Really the Man defery'd Pity rather than Envy, for he 


was ſo great a Fool, that he would ſtill be call d his 


Highneſs ; for, having fail'd in ſhowing him that re- 


pet, he told me with a great deal of gravity, that I 


+. ſhould 
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ſhould have a care of being too familiar with him: NN 
that his Cauſe was not yet loft, and that before long he 
_ be in a condition to make me repent affronting 
a Prince of the Blood: But heabated much of his Pride 
ſhortly after, when the Procurator General, who pro. 
ſecuted him vigorouſly, condemn'd him in a Fine of 
filty thouſand Crowns, and declar'd him and his Po. 
ſterity uncapable of the priviledge of the Nobility , 
and ſeveral other clauſes in the Sentence to degrade him 
of his honour. Beſides all this, the Lawyers advisd 
him to drop his pretenſions, and with much ado pre. 
vail'd with him to do it; but that which was worſt of 
all, he was forc'd to draw up the furrender of his 
Claim himſelf, no body caring to meddle in ſuch 2 
buſineſs: in which he ſet forth, that the man I menti- 
ond and my ſelf were the perſons who infinuated into 
him, that he was a Prince of the Blood; and that he, 
meaning no harm, verily beliey'd it had been ſo , but 
that fince that it appear'd otherwiſe, the ſame finceri. 
ty oblig d him to relinquiſh the thoughts of it; that 
he begg d his Majeſty's pardon, and hop d that not ha- 
ving intended any way to offend him, he would be 
pleas'd to extend his Royal Mercy to him, and not pro- 
ſecute him with the utmoſt rigour. I was ſummond 
to anſwer to this Depoſition, and my Friends thought 
] ſhould have been ſecur d; but being examin d, I made 
it appear, that I was far from prompting him to that 
Tolly, and only made my ſelf ſport at it; that twas not 
my fault, if he had no more wit than to take a thing 
. £rioufly, which was ſpoken only to banter him; that 
I knew his original too well to believe it my {elf ; but 
that in ſhort 'rwas impoſſible to make a Fool a Wiſe 
Man, let one do what one could: My Examination 
did him more ſetyice than I had foreſeen, for there 
being other circumſtances that made him appear a vety 
weak perſon, the Parliament usd him gently, and he 


got clear with askin 


the Courts pardon, and paying 
à thouſand Crowns Fine: Ga w/o Ke Feu 
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After this bufineſs he was oblig'd to change his 
Name and his Arms ; as for the Name he reſum'd his 
own, but for his Arms, twas four or five years before 
he could reſolve upon it; ſo he bore upon his Coach 
nothing but his own Cypher with a Coroner, and no- 
thing at all upon his Plate; at laſt he gave for his Arms 
a Lyon Sable in a Field Or, but as he could not forget 
the Flower de Lic, he put a great many in the alliances. 


which he quarter d with his own, which was as much 


25to tell the world, once a Fool and always a Fool. 
After this, tho he was threeſcore and ten years of age, 
he thought himſelf young enough to fall in Love, and 
to begin his Amours, he makes Love to Madam the 
Dutcheſs de Saux, but in ſo very reſpectful manner, 
that he never ſpoke a word to her, but contented him- 
ſelf to go to the Fauxbourg Saint Germaine, where he 
ſtays all the while the Maſs was celebrating at the Con- 
vent des Minims, only to have the honour to ſee her go 
by, and returns the happieſt Man in the World, if ſhe 
vouchſafed to take the Holy Water from his Hands, 
and takes but ſo much notice of him, as to bow when 
he gives it her. The Dutcheſs was a good while be- 
foreſhe imagin'd any thing, but ſomebody having told 
her Husband the Duke de Saux, he was reſolv'd to ob- 
ſerve the humour himſelf, which — ſeen, he or- 

upon him ; 
which put the good man ſo beſides himſelf, that if it 
had continu'd a month or two longer, he muſt certain - 
ly have heen ſent to a Mad-houſe. 

Becauſe I wou'd not break off this ſtory, I have run 
on thro the tranſaQions of ſeveral years, which I muſt 
look back again to, for what relates to my own affairs. 
I was pretty well with the Cardinal, and tho I had 
not ſucceeded in my Voyage to Bruſſels, he employ'd 
me again in a ſecret buſineſs, he had on foot on that 


fide, which was to get off the Count de Marcin from 


the Intereſts of the Prince de Conde, for whoſe ſake he 
bad ſacrific'd his Fortune, for had he continu'd x his 
Aut, 
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duty, he had not fail'd being made a Mareſchal of 
France. Indeed there was few men underſtood Mili. 
tary Affairs better, nor that was fitter for any great Fn. 
terprize ; and yet for all this, the Prince de Cond: 
83 with him, for not having punctually obſeryd 
ome Orders he gave: The Count de Marcin excusd 
himſelf, and ſhow'd him how the occaſion requir'd him 
to wake ſome little alterations. But the Prince, who 
was the paſſionateſt man alive, turning haſtily from him 
towards the fire, would not hear him ſpeak, but in 2 
fury, Ah Marſin, ſaid he, who would have thought 
that you would have us d me az you do; repeating the 
ſame words over and over five or ſix times with ſo 
much heat, that he bit the Chimney-piece with his 
teeth for madneſs. Marcin, ſeeing what a rage he was 
in, thought it his beſt way to retire, for fear of ſome: 
thing worſe. The Cardinal was. by his Spies im. 
mediately inform'd of this miſunderſtanding, which 
was the occaſicn of his ſending me on this errand, The 
riſque was great in this adventure, for it had been as 
much as my life was worth, if I had been diſcover; 
but going for a Merchant of Lezge, I lodg'd in a pri- 
vate Street, and feigning my ſelf fick as ſoon as I came 
into my Lodgings, I told my Landlord, I had a Letter 
of great conſequence to be deliver'd to the Count de 
Marcin; | wought ſo well with my Hoſt, that he 
offer d me freely to go and carry it to him for me. 1 
charg'd him to deliver it to his own hands, which 
he carefully perform'd. The Count de Marcin, who 
gueſſing at the thing, carry d on the diſguiſe, bad him 
rake care of me, and that if I wanted any thing he ſhould 
tell me, I ſhould not ſcruple ſending to him; that he 
could not come io ſee me till the next day, becauſe be 
was juſt taking Horſe to ride out of Town, but that he 
would be with me at eight a Clock in the morning 
without fail. My Landlord, coming back with this 
| good news, did nor queſtion but I was at home, but! 


had poſted my ſelf in Ambuſcade, about ten gra do- 
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zen Doors off to ſee, if inſtead of an anſiver, he did 
not bring a Party of Souldiers with him to apprehend 
me; and J ſtaid out upon the Scout at leaſt an hour 
after I ſaw him come back; but finding the Coaſt was 
clear I return'd home; hie askt me whence I came, 
who he had left in no condition to go out, and if I in- 
tended to increaſe, my illneſs. - I told him, that I had 
1 mind to be at the Maſs, tho I was ſo weak, I was 
hardly able to get back again. This diſcourſe being 
over, he told me what Monſieur de Marcin had ſai 
whim, which I was overjoy'd to hear, hoping that 
fince he had lent an ear to the beginning of my meſ- 
ſage, ſome good iſſue might probably be made of it. 
I waited that night with great impatience, and Mon- 
feur de Marcin being come at the hour appointed, he 
25k'd me what Propoſals I had to make to him, and 
what Credentials I could ſhow to ſatisfie him, if he 
ſhould treat with me. I told him for that matter I 
had ſufficient 5 and not to give him any reaſon to 
doubt it, I ſhow'd him my Letters from the Cardinal. 
He told me this was ſomething indeed, but it was not 
enough however; that I ought to have had a Letter of 
Credence from the King himſelf ; that tho the Cardinal 
did govern the Kingdom as Chief Miniſter, yet he dif. 
engag d himſelf oftentimes from very ſtrict Obligations 
and Treaties, on pretence that the King did not ap- 
prove of them; and that this was his Method, only 
to try People how they were affected, or to make em 
ſuſpedted to their own Party; but however, I might tell 
him what Advantages they propoſed to him; that if 
they were ſuch as he ſhould think worth while to con- 
ſider of, I might then return and get a larger Com- 
miſſion; and if not, that then twould be needleſs to 
giye me ſo much trouble. He had ſome reaſon in- 
deed in the bottom for what he ſaid of the Care 
dinal; for he had ſeveral times in that manner ſhifted, 
his Head out of GT caſes, while the Civil 
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Wars laſted: As for Example, in the caſe between the 
Prince of Conde and the City of Paris, where he ren. 
der d the Prince ſuſpected by the Pariſiant, who doubt. 
ing the Prince would not perform his Engagement, 
he broke off ſeveral times with him, when the Prince 


of Conde thought all things were concluded of: How. 


ever, being defir'd to declare my ſelf, I told Monfieu 
de Marcin, that if he would quit the Intereſts of the 


Prince, and break off his Treaties with the Spaniards, 


the King ſhould give him fifty thouſand Crowns in Mo 
ney, a Government of a Province in the heart of the 
Kingdom, with an aſſurance of being made a Knight of 
the Order at the firſt promotion. I had ſeveral other 
offers to make to him, but I was like our Shopkeeper, 


who never ſhow the beſt of their Commodities till the 


laſt, I conceal'd what I had more to ſay, till I had 
heard him Tpeak, that I might know what his inten- 
tion was. He told me the Cardinal banter'd him ſure, 
to make him ſuch offers as theſe at this time of day, 


for he had offer d him more than all chis long ago; 


that either he muſt believe him to be extreamly out. 
rag'd at the Prince of Conde, or that he was reduc'd to 
great neceſſity, to fancy he was to be tempted with ſuch 


ä little matter as this was; that he did not offer him half 


the value of the loſs he had receiv'd in his own Eftate 
in France; and that this was far from making amends 
for the ill treatment he had met withal; that if he had 
quitted Catalonia, in a time when his preſence was 
molt neceſſary there, tie Cardinal ought only to blame 
hiinſelf for it: For that after having put him in Priſon, 
at the ſame time when the Prince de Conde, the Prince 
de Conti, and the Duke de Longeville had been appre- 
hended, tho he had never been concern d in any thing, 
that might give the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpicion; he ought 
to have kept his Orders more ſecret, which he had gt 
ven to treat him in a different manner from them, after 


the Prince de Conde was gone out of the Kingdom; 
chat thete was nothing which a Man would not ven- 
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he might make very much 50 his adyantage; chat ſince 
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ture upon to gain his Liberty, and that he remembred 
every day what the loſs of his had coſt him; that 
he was fain to purchaſe his Eſcape, at the price of 
throwing himſelf out at Window, from the top of a 


Houſe, which broke one of his Legs, and that to avoid 


the like Treatment, there was nothing ſo Sacred in the 
World, that he would not violate ; that the Cardinal 
ſhould not then accuſe him, as he did every day, of 
the blackeſt Crimes that ever were committed; that if 
there was any one could be tax d with ſuch Crimes, 
'twas he who had caus'd him to be apprehended once 
already without cauſe, and would have done it a ſe- 
cond time, if he had not taken care to prevent him ; 
that bare ſuſpicion ought not to be ſufficient ground 
to uſe extremities with Men of Honeſty and Honour; 
bur they ſhould have plain Matter of Fact to charge 
and prove upon them. He made a long Oration of 
this ſort, full of Complaints, too many to be inſerted = 
here; and I would not interrupt him, becauſe I knew, 
that when a Man has diſcharg'd his Paſſion, he is the 
more tractable to an Accommodation. In the mean 
time, finding that he began to be cool, I told him, that 
I did not pretend to juſtify the Cardinal, but that I 
would tell him this, tho by the by, that a Man who 
is in ſuch a Poſt as his Eminence, is often at a loſs, 
and that roo much Confidence would have ruin'd him; 
and that tis the conſtant Maxim of Politicians, to ſe- 
cure always the Perſons of them whom they ſuſpect, 
and then to examine whether they were guilty or no; 
and that if he had been in his place, he would have 
done no leſs himſelf: That his falling in ſo violently 
with the Prince of Conde, was what the Cardinal could 
not be pleas'd with, who ſaw that Prince, in the de- 
bens laid for his ruin, ſuffer d himſelf to be carry'd to 
all manner of extremities; that *twas too late to recall 
thoſe things now, therefore twas better to drown the 
remembrance of them in a hearty reconciliation, which 
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the Offers I had made him were not ſatisfactory, I 
begg'd him to tell me what it was he expected. and 
thar I would uſe my endeavours with the Cardinal, 
that he ſhould have full content. He told me that he 

would think of it, and that this Converſation havin 
already been too long, and the Spaniards being natural- 
ly jealous, to take away from them all cauſe of ſuſpi. 
cion, he would not come to me any more there, but 
oe me to go to Liege, and to come to him to his 
le de Modave, where he would be in eight days 
time: but he could not tell what I ſhould do to paſs 
thro the Spaniſh Towns upon the Road, which I could 
not avoid; that he would have given me a Paſs-port 
himſelf, if the Prince de Conde had been abſent ; bur 
as it belong d to him, he durſt not encroach upon his 
Authority, and that it might do me more harm than 
good if it ſhould be diſcover d; that *twould be better 
for me to apply my ſelf to the Governor's Secretary, 
as if I was of Liege; that thoſe ſort of People would 

doany thing for Money, without much troubling them- 

ſelves to examine into it. I thankt him for his Counſel, 
but I had no occaſion to make uſe of it; for that I was 
provided with all thoſe things before I came to Bruſſels; 
and inſtead of coming by the great Paris Road, Icame 
.dcwn the Meuſe in a Luggage Boat, which had a Paſs- 
port for Liege. The Mareſchal de Fubert, who was 
Governour of Sedan, having notice from the Cardinal, 

that I went from him about affairs of Conſequence, had 

inſtructed the Maſter of the Boat; and that I might paſs 
ſafely at Charlemont and Namur, I difguis'd my felt 

and went for one of his Boys; at Liege I was directed 
to a Man the Cardinal employ d there for a Spy, and he 

got me a Paſs. port under the name of a Burgher of 
that Town, fo that having nothing to fear, I went not 
from Bruſſels till the day before I was to beat Modave: 
I lay thaß night at Louain, and leaving Loo on the Left 

hand, I went on and enter q into the Country of I. iege 

about a League further. I ſtay d fix days in the chis 
| ES | Town 
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Town thereabout for News of Monſieur de Marcin, 
for the Country People, who came every day into the 
Town, would preſently have brought the News if he 

was came home; at laſt, underſtanding that ſome of 
the Servants that he ſent before him werecome, I went 

away and met him there the very day he arriv'd : I was 

diſguis'd like a Maſon, as was agreed on before, be- 
tween him and I, for ſuch People were not ſuſpected 

coming to him, becauſe he was a great lover of Building, 

ſo that there was no notice taken, tho we were lock'd 

up together for a great while : He knew me as ſoon 

28 he ſaw me, and asking me if I had brought him the 
Draught that I had promis'd him, I anſwer d him Yes, 

and taking a Paper out of my Pocket, I made as if 1 

would give it him, but he bid me keep it; and when 

he had view'd a thing, which he was treating with 

ſome Workmen abour, we ſhould then go into his 

Cloſet and diſcourſe of it. . 

To avoid all ſuſpicion, when he ſaw me at a di- 
ſtance that I could not hear him, he ſaid to them near 
him, that he did not believe I could do his buſineſs; 
that I came on purpoſe from Cologne; but that he had 
been told by ſome People that I was not ſuch an Ar- 
tiſt as I pretended. He told me this in a few minutes 
after, and how well it had taken; that ſome of the 
Workmen had envy d me, becauſe they thought Icame 
to take the work out of their hands; at laſt, having ta- 
ken ſeveral turns, and done ſome little buſineſs about 
the Houſe, he took me into his Cloſet with him, where 
| askt him for an anſwer, to what I concluded my laſt 
diſcourſe with: He told me, that was eaſie to do, and 
ſo going on with it, explain d himſelf upon the mat- 
ter: That they ſhould make him Mareſchal of France, 
Goyernour of a Province, Knight of the Order at the 
firſt promotion, General of the Army in Italy or Ca- 
talonia, and ſhould pay him two hundred thouſand 
Crowns in Money. Theſe demands being ſo extra- 
ragant, I was amaz d; however, as my Inſtructions 
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reached further than I had yet diſcover d to him, I 
told him, I had wrote to the Cardinal about it ſince! 
had the honour to ſee him, and had receiv'd this an- 
ſwer: That inſtead of a Government of a Province, 
he ſhould be made a Mareſchal of France, which he 
did not queſtion would pleaſe him. better ; and that 
he ſhould receive one hundred thouſand Crowns in 
ready Money, and withal, that he ſhould be aſſur d of 
the dignity of the Order, whenever there was a vacan. 
cy: He was in a rage at this, and asking me if the Car. 
dinal made no difference between him and the Mareſ- 
chal de Foucaut, to whom, beſides that dignity, they had 
iven fifty thouſand Louie D'Ors. I told him Ves, I 
liev d they did, but that he was not maſter of a ſtrong 
Place, as rother was, when he took the opportunity of 
making ſuch a bargain for himſelf; and that when the 
Cardinal granted him thoſe Conditions, twas becauſe 
he ſaw plainly, twould colt much more to recover ſuch 
a Place out of his Hands; that regard muſt be had to the 
Circumſtances, and all things were to be conſider d; that 
he was but a private Captain among the Spanzards, and 
could not do them much more hurt than the Prince of 
Conde would do without him, who was left ſtill behind. 

1 faid a great many ſuch things to perſwade him, 
but he would not abate a jot of his demands; upon 
which, I delird him to give it me in Writing, that! 
might ſhow it to the Cardinal, to whom I was reſolvd 
to return. I meant honeſtly, nor did I intend any thing 
but to juſtify my ſelf to his Eminence, that I had done 
my beſt; who knowing ſo well what had happen d to 
Monſieur de Marcin and the Prince of Conde, made no 
doubt but I ſhould ſacceed in my deſign; and there. 
fore order'd me not to come up to the offer of a hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns, but with a great deal of dit- 
fieulty; fo that 1 doubted he might blame me for 
Miſmanagement, and I was willing to have ſome- 
thing to clear my ſelf: But Monfieur de Marcin, ta- 

king it quite otherwiſe, roſe up in a rage, and told 
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me, he could find in his heart to ſacrifice me that mo- 
ment in his juſt reſentment: For what I did ſee in his 
Face to propoſe ſuch a thing to him; and if this was 
the Cardinal's method, to involve a Man in Negotia. 
tions on purpoſe to diſcover it to his own Party, he 
ſhould have a care of him; that if he ſhould have 
been ſuch a Fool as to give itunder his own Hand, he 
made no queſtion but they would take care to have it 
publiſh'd both in Spain and at Bruſſels, and at all the 
Confederate Towns in Europe; that he perceiv'd I was 
only ſent to ruin the Confidence that had been put in 
him by the Spaniards; that however, he would be ſo 
enerous as to let me go, provided I wentabout my bu- 
— immediately, for he had nothing more to ſay to 
me. I was quite confounded with the Paſſion he was in 
at me; however, commanding my ſelf, I let him go on 
without interruption, and finding that his fury was over, 
I told him, that if the Cardinal had any ſuch deſign, 
*twas more than I knew; but for my ſelf, I could give 
him an account of mine, and I would ingenuouſly tell 
him the reaſon hy I made ſucha propoſal to him. That 
I had to do with a Perſon that was very difficult, and 
that expected every thing ſhould come to als to his 
own Fancy; that J had ſeen him ſo prepoſſeſt with an 
opinion, that my Negotiations could not fail, that I was 
very careful to ſatisfy him at my return, that I had 
done my beſt ; that I acknowledg'd to him, that I was 
to blame to make him Yuch a Propoſal, having not the 
honor to be known to him, and the defire I had to ſee 
him to return into France, where his merit would meet 
with another ſort of recompence than what he found 
from the Spaniard, made me willing to give him an 
unuſual ſatisfaction, which I would do by ſhowing him 
my Inſtructions, which I had kept by me, tho I run the 
greateſt danger in the World, if itſhould be found out. 
This diſcourſe cool d him a little, but notat all pre- 
vail'd with him to leſſen his demands; ſo ſeeing there 
was no good to be done _ him, I took my wept 
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and came back to France, by the ſame way that I went; 
and being arriv'd at Charleville, I was forc'd to ſtay for 
Convoy to go as far as Rhete!, for the Prince of Conde 
who held Recroy, and Mental, who was Governour of 
it, made ſuch Excurſions as hinder'd the Communica. 
tions between thoſe Towns. The Duke de Normoz. 
Pier, who was Governor of Charleville, and to whom] 
was particularly known, asktme where I had been; but 
having no order to communicate to him any of my bu- 
fineſs, I told him, I came from the Spaw, where I had 
been order'd by the Phyſicians to go todrink the Waters: 
He took this for an anſwer, and having ſent out his 
Cavalry into the Country of Luxemburg tor a Military 
Execution, the People having refus d to pay their Con. 
tributions, I was oblig'd to attend till their return; and 
there being a great many other People, who waited as 
well as I, he granted us a Convoy of the firſt that ar- 
riv'd, but we were but little the ſafer for them, for they 
were but thirty Troopers, and thoſe ſo fatigu'd with 
the Duty they had beenupon, that both Horſeand Man 
were ready to fall every ſtep they took : If the reſt of 
the Comnany would have been rul'd by me, we wou'd 
not have ſtaid for them at all, for we were enough of 
us to have ventur'd ; but the majority was againſt me, 
and oyer-rul'd me, whether I would or no, which we 
had all of us cauſe enough to repent of. In ſhort, Mon. 
ral, the Governour of Recroy for the Prince de Conde, 
knowing well enough that there was a great many peo- 
ple waiting for the return of the Convoy, ſer one to 
ive him an account of what time they came back, and 
ſet the Ways with ſeveral Parties; ſo *twould have 
been a Miracle if we had eſcap'd them. When we 
were come within a mile and a half of Pierre-Pont, 
the Enemy, who were hid in a Wood, diſcover'd us; 
and having divided themſelves into two Bodies, one at- 
tackt us in the Front, and the other in the Flank; our 
Guard made but little refiftance, and would have run 
away if they could, but their Horſes, as I faid, _ 
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harraſs d, they were taken immediately; for us, we 
made a body by our ſelves, and made a ſhew to defend 
oor ſelves, and at the firſt charge we kill'd 2 of their 
Officers; but being overpower'd by numbers, we were 
ford to ſeek our ſafety from the ſwiftneſs of our 


Horſes ; and ſo made a way to get back to Charleville, 
In the mean time, having obſerv'd, that the Dragoons 
had got before us, and had poſted themſelves in a De- 
fle, by which we muſt of neceſſity paſs, I got into a 
Wood, and tho I was purſu'd by three Horſemen, yer 
[ loſt them, and coming out onthe other fide, Iſaw no 
body appear, which made me conclude I was out of 
danger; and I travell'd two Leagues without any op- 
pofitionz and I was juſt rejoycing to my ſelf that I had 
eſcap'd, when four Horlemen very well mounted dif- 
coyerd me; and one of them coming up to me with the 
uſual queſtion of Qui vive, or who are you for? I had 
no ſooner anſwer d, Vive France, but he bid me ſur- 
render my ſelf, or I was a dead Man: In the mean time, 
the other, who were coming towards me, and were 
not above ten paces off, rendring it impoſſible for me 
to eſcape them, I was _ to give place to my ill 
fortune, and to yield my ſelf their Priſoner; ſo I was 
5 into a neighbouring Wood, where the reſt of 
the Troop lay in Ambuſcade; and he that commanded 
them, having askt me who I was, and whence I came? 
[told him I was a Frexchmar, and that I came from 
Charleville, It happen'd that this was a Gentleman 
thatliv'd but two Leagues from my Father's, ſo making 
my ſelf known to him, he would not ſuffer me to be 
ſearcht, or any way roughly dealt with, but us'd me 
very civilly. 9 

I ſtaid there with him till Evening that they broke 
up their Ambuſcade, which I thought very . | 
knowing *twas not cuſtomary to do ſo till Sun riſe : 
Buthe told me twould fignifie — to ſtay there any 
longer, for they only waited for any Perſons they could 
fnd that had got away from the others; but ſince thay 
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had met with no body but me, *twas very probable the 
reſt were all taken; and indeed ſo it prov'd, for 
found them all got to Rocroy before, which was ſome 
comfort to me in my affliction; yer ſtill I muſt ſay, 
that I was better treated than any of them, for there 
was not one of them but had loſt his Money, whereas! 
kept mine, of which, to my great comfort, I was very 
well provided. In the mean time I was in great per. 
plexity: whether I ſhould ſend to the Cardinal or no, 
For on one hand, I confider'd if I did ſo, he.might per 
haps get me out; but then on the other hand, my ap. 
plying my ſelf to the firſt Miniſter of State, might give 
them cauſe to ſuſpeCt, I was not the Perſon I pretended 
to be; for I had told Monſieur de Montal that I wi 
a Lieutenant of Foot in the Regiment of Grancy; dt 
which Regiment I was thoroughly acquainted, with all 
the Officers, inſomuch that when he queſtion d me, 
gave him an account of the ſtate of the whole Rezi. 
ment: At laſt, having well confiderd what I had todo, 
I thought *twas beſt to let it alone, and to diſcovermy 
ſelf to the firſt Perſon that ſhould get his liberty upon 
Parole, or till the general exchange of Priſoners, which 
was expected would not be long. I had alſo another 
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ſom, but Monſieur de Monta! would not accept of it, ſol 
found my felf fruſtrated in that deſign. Tho we wer: 
not far from the Capital City of the Kingdom, where 
every one generally has ſome acquaintance, yet "tw 
not to be imagin'd, how few there was that receiv dan 
aſſiſtance from their Friends; I could not however fe: 
ſo many worthy Gentlemen ſuffer, without ſharing 
with them ſomething of what I had left, which unſe- 
ſonable Bounty ſoon ſhew'd me the bottom of my Purſe; 
but ſtill I comforted my ſelf that I had half ayear a 
rears due to me at Lyons ; but when the time was com: 
the queſtion how I ſhould endorſe a Receipt on tie 
back of the Order was another perplexity, and I mul 
ſign my own name, which I had conceal'd from ** 
I | eur 
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e deur de Montal, and call'd my ſelf by the name of one 
of the Lieutenants of Grancy; fo becauſe J would not 
e {expoſe my ſelf to appear a Lyar, I choſe to continue in 
„ Withat Miſery, which 1 had began to be ſenſible of ſince 
my Money had fail'd me. In the mean time, many of 
thoſe to whom I had lent my Money, having received 
recruits from their Friends, conceal'd it from me, for 
jear they ſhould be ask d to repay me, and I, that aſſiſted 
every body, was deſerted in ſuch a manner, that my 
condition was Miſerable beyond Expreſhon. I was 
oblig d to live above three Months upon the Basket; 


from me, and I had bur one Shirt and one Cravat left 
ne in the whole World, ſo that I was fain to lie abed 
all day to have it waſh'd ; for my part, when I call to 
mind how *twas with me at that time, I cannot ima - 
gin how I was able to bear it; and above all, to find 
thoſe whom J had aſſiſted in their diſtreſs, ſnun me as 
if 1 had the Plague, tho' they knew in their own Con- 
ciences, that I had never been reduc'd to this Condi- 
ion, but for my Compaſſion to them. All this while 
dere was no appearance of the General Exchange, 
hich we had fo long look d for, altho the Campaign 
as ready to begin; that was all the News that I en- 
quird after, for I was Juſt as it were, ſinking under 
my Miſeries ; my Cloaths, and 5 y my Shirt, 
hung all in Rags; and for Beer or Wine I had almoſt 
forgot the taſte of them. In ſhort, I, who had Compaſ- 
on of every body, found all the World cold and in- 
lifferent to me; they would wiſh me better fortune 
Indeed, but no body would do w/ thing to procure it. 
Tis eaſy to judge, that my mini 


land times juſt upon the point of diſcovering my ſelf 
0 Monſieur de Raw chooſing rather to dye at once, 
than to linger out my life by little and little; how. 
wer, reſolving with my ſelf to have a little more pati - 
ce, at laſt the Exchange ſo long wiſhe for arriv'd, but 

| *tway 


nd to compleat my Misfortune, my Linnen was ſtoln 


was perplext under 
ill this affliction almoſt to diſtraction, and was a thou” 
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*rwas no help to mey for the Mareſchal de Grancy ty. 
ving given in the names of the Officers of his Rim 
who were Priſoners, left my name out, as he vet A 
might, for that he whoſe true name it was, remain 
with the body; ſo I had the unhappineſs to ſee all my 
fellow Priſoners go free, and my 1elf left behind. 
remain'd ſo overwhelm'd with trouble, that Narure it 
ſelf ſunk under it, and I fell into a Fever which held 
me two months at leaſt, and being carried to the Hof 
pital, all my hopes depended upon an Officer of Picard, 
whom I thought to be an honeſt Man, and to whom! 
had diſcover'd my ſelf; I had defird two things f 
him before I went away, one was, that he would con. 
vey a Letter for me which I had writ to the Cardinal, 
in which I had given him an account Of the ſad acc. 
dent that had befallen me; the other was to ſend me 
the half years Revenue that was due to me of my Ren 
at Lyons, which I deſir d him to receive, and to that 
end gave him a Blank Receipt figned with my Hand, 
For rhe Pay-maſter to fill up, as uſual in that caſe; but 
inſtead of doing me this kindneſs, he not only run 
away with my Money, but was ſo barbarous as to keey 
my Letter which I had written to the Cardinal. | 
waited with impatience for an anſwer from him, and 
from his Eminence, but I heard from both of them. 
likez yet I was ſuch a credulous Coxcomb as to flatter 
my ſelf for three months, that there was ſome extract: 
dinary thing had fallen opt to hinder him; at laſt, ſer 
ing I was forſaken both of Heaven and Earth, if I may 
dare to ſpeak ſo, my deſpair was ſo great, that I wa 
ready to lay violent hands upon my ſelf; in the mean 
time I relaps'd into my Diſtemper, and was come to that 
extremity, that they began to tell me I ought to think 
of ſettling my Conſcience; I askt then for a Confellor, 
and having, as it happen'd, fallen into the hands of an 
honeſt Man, I made him my Confident in ſome part of 
my Sorrows ; told him of the falſe name I had taken 
up, and how it depriv'd me of that relief which * | 
| bong | ; 
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iſe I might have had. I durſt not to tell him any more, 
# out of a falfe zeal he ſhould reveal my Confeſſion. 
be good Man, after he had given me what Conſolati- 
n he could, offer'd himſelf very freely to 3 me to 
rie; and having gladly accepted his proffer, I gave 
im a Blank fign'd, as I had done the Officer of Picardy, 
hat he might receive whatever there was due to me 
om Lyons; I did not tell him how much, for I was 
fraid that Officer had plaid me ſomeTrick, and indeed 
te found that he had received five hundred Crowns, 
chich he was gone away with, but there being by this 
ime another half year due, he brought me likewiſe the 
ike fumm of five hundred Crowns, excepting a ſmall 
matter for the charges of his Journey. If I durſt have 
mſted him, as ſaid, with my affair to the Cardinal, he 
ould without doubt have acquitted himſelf honeſt. 
, fince he was a Frenchman both by Birth and Incli- 
ation; but Providence having arder'd things otherwiſe, 
Irefoly'd with my ſelf, being reliev'd from that hor- 
ible neceſſity I was in, to have a little longer patience, 
and the rather, becauſe they began now to talk of a 
general Peace, which the Spaniards, who had always 
reſefted it, ſeem'd now more inclinable to, fince the 
Ill ſucceſs they had in the laſt Campaigns : Bur it all 
depended upon this Summers Expedition, and if the 
Spaniards ſhould _ o beat us, all our hopes wou'd 
te loſt again. The King's Army was commanded by 
the Viſcount de Turenne, who had with him joyn'd 
in Commiſſion the Mareſchal de Ja Ferte, but the lat- 
ter ſuffering himſelf tobe beaten by an overſight before 
ſalenciennes, the Viſcount de Turenne manag d it ſo, 
that he had no longer a Collegue, and affairs were ne- 
yer the worſe for it; for before, the Jealouſie which 
aroſe between theſe two, ruin d the belt of their de- 
ſigns, but now thoſe diſorders being prevented, we got 
the better of the Enemy on all ſides; but as we could 
not be ſatisfied with any Conqueſts, till we had added 
that of Dunkirk, which nevertheleſs was to be on 
ver 
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ver'd up to the Engliſb by virtue of a Treaty with then 
the Viſcount de Turenne marcht thither with his Arm 
Monſieur de Montal, who apprehended nothing ſomyg 
as a Peace, ſaid openly, that it all depended up 
the ſucceſs of this Enterprize; and I, as ſoon x 
J heard how it was, pray d heartily it might come 
pals, as I had reaſon todo, for I ſaw plainly enouy 
that this was the only hope I had left for the recoye 
of my liberty; but the place being of the gteateſt x 
Tequence to both Parties, the Spaniards were not le 
vigilant in the defence of ir, than we were vigorous i 
our attacks; and they who had always ſhunn'd givin 
Battel with a greatdeal of caution, now drew all the 
Forces together in the Field, and the Prince of Coy, 
having joyn'd them with his Forces, advanc'd togeths 
within Cannon ſhot of our Trenches. The Viſcount, 
Txrenne, who did not expect to take ſuch a place: 
this without blows, had diſpos'd all things for the 
reception, like a great Souldier ; and the Enemy knoy 
ing who they had to deal with, reſolved to make adi 
covery of his Lines, before they advanc'd any furthe 
Don Fuan of Auſtria, who commanded the Spaniari 
would truſt no body for this ſervice, but advanc d hin 
ſelf with the Prince of Conde to take a view; an 
the Mareſchal de Hoquincourt, who was with then 
having with more Courage than Wit, adventur d u 
far before the reſt, was kill'd with a Muſquet-ſhot 
this made the reſt retire, but did not put off their defi 
of attacking us in our Trenches. The Viſcount de T 
renne having notice of this by his Scouts, was reſol 
to be befote- hand with him, and coming boldly out. 
his Trenches, drew up in a poſture to receiye them; 
did not ſtand to encourage them by amuſing them wit 
a long Speech, but riding thro the Ranks to ſee th 
all things were in order, he ſhew'd. a;Countenance 
full of aſſurance, that put ſuch an opinion into ti 
minds of his Soldiers, as was a good of a c 
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nen 
ire pleas d me to have given you the particulars, the 
m ccount being ſo much to our advantage, but I know 
m do well the errors they are ſubject to, who write of 
ich things from the mouths of others, and ſhall there- 
ore, to avoid the ſame miſtakes, content my ſelf with 
elling — in general, that the Vifcount de Turenne 
wing broken the whole body of the Enemies Army, 
ue down immediately before Dunk:r&, which he in a 
kw days oblig'd to capitulate; and from thence he 
nuch d his Army along the Sea Coaſt, and took in all 
je ſmall Towns thereabouts, for having gain d ſo great 


tine, they thought there was no reſiſting him; and he 
xould have over-run all Flanders, if the Spaniards had 
ot taken their meaſures very ſpeedily to obtain a Peace. 
| was too much concern'd in the iſſue of theſe affairs, 
ot to be very inquifirive about them, my liberty de- 


hings went : Firſt, he ſent me ward of the Battel, and 
bow the ſucceſs of that =u the Spaniards upon uſing 
their utmoſt endeavours for a Peace; this overjoy'd me, 
ut I waited in expeQation eighteen months longer be- 
ore *twas brought to perfection. I can't imagin what 
the Cardinal thought of me all that while, for twas 
three years before he had any news of me. Without 
queſtion he thought I was dead, or elſe I ſhould have 
et him know what was become of me; but being al- 
mys in hopes of getting out, Ideferr'd writing to him 
ſtom one day to another, till at laſt it was ſo long, I 
W'itought it was to no purpoſe to write at all; I was 
blam d for it by many, but I think with very little rea- 
lon, conſidering my circumſtances. 


WW was made, and I was deliver: as ſoon as ever I got 
Neut 1 went to wait on the Cardinal, whom I found ar 
Vincennes ; he took me for an Apparition at firſt, bur 


If I had been in this Engagement my ſelf *twould 


a Battel, and taken ſo ſtrong a Town in ſo ſhort a a 


pending upon them; and therefore I was always teaz- 
ing my friend the Eccleſiaſtick to ſend me word how 


At laſt the happy hour arriv'd, the General Peace 
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recovering his ſurprize, he askt me whence I came, ay 
 howlT had the impudence to ſee his Face, after I had ſe 
ved him ſo? I told him, IthoughtT had reaſon enoug 
conſideting what had befallen me, and I would mak 
himſelf my Judge, if he would pleaſe to give me: 
hearing; I told him then the reaſons that preventedm 
Writing, and repeated the particulars I have Juſt no 
related; he made light of it, and ſhrinking up his ſhoul 
ders, as if he thought mecraz'd, he told me for anſiver 
he was ſorry for me, but if I ralkt at that rate, Gol 
OY help me, he thought the beſt he could 
* Bedlam. for me, was to ſend me to the * Petite 
; Maiſons. I was mad indeed at this diſcourſe 
and ſo ſcandaliz'd as it was, that I went cut all in; 
rage, and meeting with Ja Cordonniere, who is noy 
Lieutenant General, but then belong d to him, I tol 
him, that his Maſter was ſo haughty with his good for 
tune, thar *rwas intolerable ;- that *twas all one to him 
who he affronted, and a Gentleman ſhould have no bet 
ter uſage from him than a Slave, but I hop'd the time 
would come, that I ſhould revenge my ſelf of him f 
the Language he had given me. I thought I had ſpoker 
this to one of my Friends, when I ſaid it to Ja Cordon 
niere, who J had oblig'd, and lent him Money ſeven 
times, when he was but a mean Fellow, and wantedit 
enough; but forge:ting all thoſe obligations, I had nt 

ſooner opened my mind to him with all this freedo 
but he began to take his Maſters part, and one wor 
bringing in another, we both drew, and were both d 
us wounded, and if we had not been parted by the Mar 
uis de Renze!, we had not left off without ſomemil 
chief or other; and it being impoſſible for us to pro 
ſecute the heat after this diſcovery, we went off exci 
ol us as our occaſions directed: Mine was to hide m 
ſelf, the Cardinal having publickly ſworn, if evet! 
fell into his hands, I ſhould come ſhorter by the Head 
I made my retreat into a Convent, the Prior where 
was my true Friend; while J Cordonniere was oy” 
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by a crowd of the Grandees, who to make their court 
10 the Cardinal, could ſubmit to any mean Raſcal 
that had but his favour, This affair of mine making 

2 great noiſe in Paris, the Religious where I was be- 
gan to be affraid of me, which the Prior PEE, 
was fain to give out, that I was deſirous of raking the 
Habit, and to that purpoſe was to paſs the Probation; 

ſo he directed me to go every night to the Office, and 

to make a great ſhew of my Devotion, for being to ſave. 
the life of a Friend, he made no ſcruple to make uſe 
of any ſtratagem to effect it. Tis not for me. to diſ- 

e whether he did well or ill in it; I am ſure the ob- 

igation's mine, for without his aſſiſtance I had run a 
great riſque of a Scaffold ; for the Cardinal, who was 

2 true Italian, revengeful as the Devil, when he could 
not come at my Body, ſeiz d my Rent, and had reduc'd 
me to a very miſerable condition, if my Friend the 
Prior had not ſtuck cloſe to me; but he differ'd in 
that, eſpecially from his Brethren of rhe Order, who 
ſtudy nothing but their own Intereſt, for the more mi- 
ſerable he ſaw me, the more he ſtrove to comfort me; 
for my part, I knew not what to think of my ſelf, but. 

in my opinion it was my evil deſtiny rather than an 
fault of mine: I made a ſtrict examination of my ſelf, 
a8 if I had been to make my own Proceſs, but whether 
ſelf-love was predominant in me, or that indeed I was 
rather unhappy than guilty, I could find no ſatisfatory 
reaſon to condemn my felt. | 

- I ſtaid in this Convent till the death of the Cardi- 
nal, which tho it happen'd quickly after, yer *rtwas. 
not ſooner than I deſir d, for as godly as I was grown, 
I could not heartily wiſh well to a Man thar had done 
me ſo much injury, and who, after he had been the 
cauſeof my ly ing three years in Priſon, oblig'd me crow 
to another Confinement, in a place not one jor more 
agreeable to me than the place I came out of; it [had 
been any thing ſeriouſly diſpos d, I had certainly be- 
come à Religious, and I of lecretly wiſht 
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ven would have given me the Grace to attempt it; but 
being not cut out for that vocation, I was fain to have 
parience with all my Fury. The Count de Charoſt, 
whom I have formerly mention'd, and who was pleas'd 
ſtill to retain a Kindneſs for me, ſpoke to the King in 
my favour before I durſt appear, and having given him 
an account of my Adventure, of which his Majeſty was 
wholly ignorant, he was pleas d with a great deal of 
goodneſs to give me his pardon, provided the Scuffle 
1 had had with Ja Cardonnrere could not be proy'd to 
be a Duel; for he had ſolemnly ſwore at his Coronati- 
on upon the Holy Evangeliſts, that he would never 
pardonany one that was guilty of thatCrime, an Oath 
which we ſee he has never yet diſpens d with; and if 
we may judge by what happen'd ſoon after I eſcap'd, 
we may conclude he never will; I mean the affair of 
Meſſieurs de Ia Frette, and of Monſieur de Chalais, in 
which I was very happy that I was notengag'd, as you 
will ſee by the following Story, 
You muſtunderſtand, that about a fortnight or three 
weeks before, I happen d to be playing at Tennis with 
a Gentleman of Poicfou, call'd la Ferie, an Officer of 
the Guard; we play d at the Tennis Court in Ja Rue 
de Vangirard, near Luxembergh, there was a great ma- 
ny better Tennis Courts in Paris than chat, but we went 
thither, becauſe our Lodgings being both near it, we 
had the convenience of going in our Morning Gowns 
we plaid ſeveral Games, and when we were juſt a go- 
Ing to give over, the Chevalier de la Frette came in, 
and ſtanding by the Ball Basket, as if he had a mind to 
quarrel, began to toſs the Balls into the lower hazard 


of the Tennis Court. Lo Ferie loſt the Game, and being 


a little out of humour upon it, becauſe at that time we 
did not play by the Set, but pay for the Balls ave ſhould 
loſe, deſit'd him, that he would pleaſe to divert himſelf 
with ſomething elſe; I know not whether he ſpoke 
it ſurlily or nor, or whether the Chevalier de Ia Fette, 


wo, to ſay che truth was a ſort of a Bully, tock it fox an 
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affront, on 72 to make a broil, but without any 
more ado he rakes the whole Basket up, and throws the 
Balls all about the Tennis Court; this occafion'd ſome 
hot words between them, and the Chevalier de la Freite 
was in ſuch a rage, that, not conſidering that the other 
was not only without a Sword, but as a Man may ſay, 
uite naked, he drew and made a Paſs at him: The 
ple that ſtood by, ran in between them, and prevent- 

ed him doing any miſchief, ſo we left off the Play, and 
went into the Dreffing-room to put on our Cloaths. 
There were no Gentlemen there, ſo that having parted 
us, they apprehended nothing of any farther miſchief, 
and we went away without any notice being taken. Le 
Ferie told me, if he was ruin'd by it, he would have 
fatisfaction. I durſt not dilwade him, tho 'twas 
againft my judgment, leſt he ſhould think *twas for 
want of Courage, and ſo I, that was but juſt got out of 
one ſnare, fell into another, that was ten times moredan- 
gerous. T was fain to be the Meſſenger to goand carry 
the Challenge to the Chevalier, who liv'd in the ſame 
Street, at a great Houſe, now belonging to the Duke d 
Elbeuf. I had nothing to do to make him à long Com- 
pliment: He told me preſently he knew my buſineſs, 
and preventing me, told me, that we muſt get another 
Man; for that two of his Friends who had heard of 
the quarrel, had made him promiſe that he would not 
without them: Upon this we went to ſee if 

we could find the Count de Beaumont, youngeſt Son of 
the Marquis d' Entragues, who has ſince taken upcn 
him the Title of Marquis d' Lliers, and was made un - 
der Lieutenant in the Light Horſe of the Guards, and 
loſt his Life at the Battle of Sennefñ. But happy enough 
for him we could not find him; but as we 4 — for 
him at his Fathers Houſe, / Hoſte! d' Entragues, we 
met with a Gentleman Who was his Neighhour in the 
Country, one Chilvant, who made up our Party; fo 
we fought behind the Convent of the Carmelites, where 
I was wounded, and our 50 had the worſt of the d. y, 
8 9 1 LX 


| > was made acquainted with it, and immediately ſent 
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but no body was kill'd. We every one ſhifted for our 
ſelves, knowing we were all loſt Men if we were dif: 
cover d; but as good luck would have it the thing 
was never known: La Verie return'd to his Poſt as if 
nothing had been done, and none of us had the leaſt 
diſturbance about it. For my part, I had taken ſanQu- 
ary at the Marquis de Noirmouſtier s, eldeſt Son to the 
Governour of Charleville, of whom I made mention 
before, but he ſoon inform'd me there was no need to 
be afraid, fol appear again too as well as the others. 
About a fortnight or three weeks after this, as I 
hinted before, happen'd the quarrel- af the Meſſieurs 
de la Frette, which did not come off ſo well: The 
eldeſt was at a Ball at the Palace Royal, where was a 
great appearance of Courtiers: When all was over and 
every one preparing to go out, this de Ja Frette, who 
reſented ſomething from Monſieur de Chalais about a 
Miſtreſs, and had a mind to let him know it, rudely 
juſtled him feveral times as he went out. Monſieur 
de Chalais looking about to ſee who juſtled him, pre- 
ſently knew /a Freite, and gave him ſome words about 
it, that were diſobliging enough. If they had bad 
Swords there would have been ſome diſorder about 
it in the Palace, tho that was a very improper place 
to quarrel in, but every one being dreſt for the Ball, 
la Freite would take no notice of it there, but waited 
without for him to demand ſatisfaction. They ſoon 
agreed upon it, to fight three to three, and fixt the 
ace- where they ſhould meet the next day, it be- 
ing too late for that night. This was in too publick a 
place to quarrel, and make a ſecret of it; the King 


away the Chevalier de SF Agnan, to tell Monſieur de 


Ja Freite, that he poſitively forbid him fighting, and 
that if. he ſhould dare to do it, he ſhould'certainly dye 
for it. St Agnan, who was his Couſin German, found 


him out preſently, and made him this Compliment. 


De la Hette told him, that he hop'd he Had more or 
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to his Honour than to make him forfeit his Word; 
that the hour was at hand, and twas in vain to think 
of diſappointing them; and beſide, being his Friend 
too, he ſhould rather expect that he ſhould make one 
in their number, and that they would ſend to Chalais 
to provide himſelf with another Man. The Chevalier 
de St Agnan, never conſidering that he was ſent by 
the King with fo ſevere a meſſage to prevent it, nor 
how ſtrictly all ſorts of Duels were forbid, raſhly em- 
barks in an affair, which he could never hope to get 
clear of, and joyn d with them in it, ſo they immedi- 
ately ſent to Chalais to provide a fourth Man. The 
Marquis de Noirmouſtier his Brother-in-law, who was 
already engag'd, knowing of the affair I had lately had 
with Chevalier de Ja Frette, immediately thought upon 
me, and ſent about to look for me; but very happily for 
me, I was engag d that night at a Play at a Friends; 
and tho it is not the cuſtom at Paris, upon any occa- 
ſion, to ſtay from ones Lodging, yet it being very late, 
and that the Streets were very full of Rogues, I was 
oblig d to take a Bed with them. This odd ſtepſav'd 
me from all the miſchiefs of this affair, and was the 
only time that I could ſay I was obliged to Fortune 
for my deliverance; and that tho ſhe had always croſt 
my advancement, yet ſhe had not reſolvd my ruin. 
The eight Gentlemen who fought, were the Chevalier 
de la Frette, Ovarti his Brother, ſince call'd by the 
name of d Amzlly, and is now Lieutenant in the Guards, 
the Chevalier de St Agnan and the Marquis de Ham- 
narin, on the one ſide. The Prince de Cha/ais, the 
Marquis de Noirmouſtier, the Marquis d Antin, Bro. 
ther to Monſieur da Monteſpan, and the Viſcount de 
Argenliece on the other. The ſucceſs of the bufineſs 
was not fatal, only to the Marquis d' Antin, who was 


kill d on the ſpot; but the reſt got off cheaper, yet their 


condition was bad enough. The King was in a great 

rage when he heard of it, but above all at the Cheva- 

lier de St Agnan, who yo” was more to blame _ 
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all of them. In the meantime their danger was equal, 
there was a neceſſity for them to think of getting out 
of the Kingdom, and that very privately too; for the 
King bad given ſevere orders at all the Ports, and all 
the Paſſes on the Confines ro ſtop them. However, 
they got off, ſome into Spain, ſome into Portugal, 
ſome one way, and ſome another, as their own good 
Fortune guided them. - But as whatever a Man enjoys 
in a foreign Country has a ſort of Banifſhment in it, 


while he is kept out of his own; ſo with all the joy 
of their eſcape, they had every one time to repent of 


his folly : No body pitied the Chevalier de Agnan, all 
the World ſaid he had no more than he deſerv'd ; the 
Erothers de la Frette were as littleas he, for they were ſo 
very quarrelſom upon every ſlight occaſion, that they 
were well compar'd to a vicious Horſe, that will letno 
other come into the Stable. For the reſt, every body was 
concern'd for them, and would have been very glad, 


If ir had been poſſible, that the King would have a lit- 


tle wink d at it on their accounts: Indeed they were 
all very honeſt Gentlemen, and deſerv'd better for- 
tune; but not one Perſon durſt ſpeak to the King for 


ther, and tho? the Duke de Agnan was very near to 


his Perſon, yet he was one of the fitſt that told the 
King, his Son's Crime was of a nature too groſs 
to be forgiven, and that if he knew where he was, he 


would be the firſt ſhould bring him to Juſtice z that 


therefore he would not trouble his head to ask any ta- 
vour for him, and he believ'd all People would be of 
his mind. This wasa diſcourſe well enough for a Court 


\ Paraſite, that ſuited all he ſaid to the temper of his 


Prince, hut very ill became a Father, who ar leaſt ought 
ro haveextenuated the Crime of his Son, not aggravated 
it. The Relations of the Meſſieurs de la Frette took 
other meaſures, If they durſt not expoſe themſelves 
to ſpeak to the King, they ſer all their Wits at work to 
prevail with him: The Dutcheſs de Chaulnes, whole 
iusbant was Atnbaſlador at Rome, obtiged * vn 
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ſpeak to the Pope; and tho the Holy Father at the 
e time ought to juſtifie the Kings ſeverity in theſe 
Matters, yet that did not hinder him from promifing 
his aſſiſtance in this occaſion. In ſhort, having a Le- 
gate reſiding at Paris, on ſome affairs needleſs for me 
to repeat, he order'd him to ſpeak to the King in his 
name on their behalf : The Dutcheſs could not have 
em re any whoſe Intereſt was more likely to pre- 
vail, the Pope having power to diſpence with the 
Oath, which *twas ſuppos'd was the chief cauſe, thar 
madethe King ſo inflexible to all ſorts of Application. 
But he anſwer'd the Legate, that he ſhould beglad ta 
oblige his Holineſs in any thing, but that in this his 
Hands were ty'd, and that none but God himſelf could 
diſcharge him of an Oath ſo ſolemnly taken: Not 
that he calld in queſtion the Authority of the Holy 
See, but that *twas for the Honour of God, who made 
him a King, that he ſhould be a Prince of his word, 
and he did not queſtion but the Pope himſelf would 
forbear preſſing him any further, if he pleas d but to 
conſider the conſequence of it. 
The People ador'd the King when they came to 
know the Anſwer he had made to the Pope ; and his 
Holineſs himſelf, who indeed concern'd himſelf in it 
but at the importunity of the Duke de Chaulnes, was 
overjoy'd at the conſtancy of the King; and if one may 
credit what I heard from a Perſon of Quality ſecretly, 
thankt the King for the refuſal : On the other hand, 
the Duke de St Agnan coming to be in extraordinary 
favour ſoon after, no body doubted but he would em- 
ploy it in behalf of his Son, but he was very cautious; 
whether twas that he ſaw *rwould be to no purpoſe, or 
as others thought, that he was without natural affection. 
This affair having made a great noiſe, as it is gene- 
rally with things at firſt, People began now to for- 
get it, another publick accident happening to divert 
their diſcourſe. Monſieur Fouquet, Superintendant 
of the Finances, was ſeiz d and committed to Priſon ; 
© OE 04 indeed 
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indeed he had ſuch powerful Enemies that twas a Mi. 


racle how he eſcap'd the Scaffold. About the time he 
was arreſted they gave out ſeveral things againſt him 


to render him more odious to the People; but I owe 


this Teſtimony to the truth, to ſay that many of them 
weile really falſe, which I can more eaſily juſtify, than 
Tay that 1 had not a hand in ſome of them my ſelf, 


Monſieur Fouquet was a Man of a large Soul, and a 


very generous ſpirit, and twould have appear d more 
had he been of any profeſſion but of the Long Robe. 
Cardinal Mazarin had taken an averſion to him, for 
that he being Procurer General to the Parliament, he 
could not bear to hear the Cardinal reflect upon that 
great Body, of which he had the honour to be a prine 
cipal Member: He had however often told the Cardi- 
nal, that he would not deny, but there were ſeyeral 
Perſons in that Aſſembly that he could wiſh were not: 
But this was not ſatisfaction enough for an Ealian, who 
made nothing to retain a grudge àgainſt a Man all the 
days of his lite; tho, being of an effeminate cowardly 
nature, he durſt never diſcover his Malice, but juſt 


when he was a dying, and then he told the King, that 
he was a Man, who not only profuſely waſted the Pub. 


lick Treaſure, but alfo applied great ſumms of it to 
his private uſe ; that he lived in greater ſplendor than 
the King himſelf , that his Houſes were finer than the 
Royal Palaces, both for the Buildings and the Magni- 
fieence of the Furniture; that he gave private Penſions 
to ſeveral Perſons about the Court, a ſhrewd ſign that 
he had ſome dangerous things in his Head; that he had 


caus d Bell 1/e to be fortified, -a place which he had 
bought of the Houſe of Conde, which had the Eng/i/h, 


the ancient Enemies of the Kingdom, behind it, With 
wbom, ſays the Cardinal, I will not aſſure your Maje- 


fy be doth: not hold correſpondence ; that the only way 


a+ pod ſuch a miſchief, was to ſtrike at the root, 
and to make ſure of ſuch a dangerous Man; that never- 
thelefs this was to be done very cautiouſly, and 5 be 
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ſure not while he was Procurer General, becauſe then 
the Parliament would be his Judges, and he would 
cettainly get off; that therefore he ſhould take his 
meaſures accordingly, and above all, that it ſhould be 
done with ſuch ſecreſie, that he might be ſure to have 
no ſuſpicion of it. | 

This was Juſt at the time of the Cardinal's Death, 
who, that he might ſhew himſelf a true 1:a/:a7 to the 
laſt; ſent for this Monſieur Fouquet, and embrac'd him, 
calling him one of his beſt Friends, mentioning to him 
the many obligations he had receiv'd from him during 
the Civil Wars, and particularly how he had ſent him - 
fifty thouſand Crowns, when he was oblig'd to fly, 
1nd retire to Leige, which he had not paid him till a 
long time after: But as this was his manner to whea- 
dle with thoſe he had a deſign to betray, ſo his being 
upon the brink of the next World did not one jot alter 
his meaſures ; for he left the King prepoſſeſt with all W 
thoſe fine Stories he had made of this Miniſter. His | 
Majeſty, who was perfectly form d for all thoſe great | 
things we have fince ſeen him execute, was abſolute 
Maſter of his own Secrets, which is one of the moſt 
ſential qualities of a great Man; and having diſco- 
gerd his intentions to no ſoul but Monſieur /e Teller , 
whoſe Fidelity he had try'd in too many occaſions of 
the laſt moment, to have any cauſe to ſuſpect; and to 
Monfieur Colbert, who the Cardinal had recommend- 
| at his death, as a fit Perſon to manage the Finances, 
and theſe he made exactly purſue the method the 
udinal had laid down, which was not to attempt - 
Monſieur Fouquet till they had got him out of the Of- 
ice of Procurer General. 4 3 
And now, ſince we have occaſion to ſpeak of this 
Monſieur Colbert, who had been one of the moſt pro- 
gate wicked Fellows of the Age, Ill tell one ſtory 
It him, concerning ſome buſineſs that happen d be- 
ween him and I: It was a great many years ago, and 
thoſe days he was counted a very honeſt Man "Sw 
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Siſter, whom I told you of, had a great Trial about 
the birth of her Son, had by her Husband, a certain 
Rent-charge upon the Hoſte! de Ville, and the Wii. 
tings were left in the hands of this Monſieur Colbert 
Father, who, as every body knows, was Paymaſter of 
thoſe Rents: Her Husband, however it happen d, knen 
nothing of it; but my Siſter having found a little Ie. 
morandum among his Papers after his death, by which 
it appear'd that he had a demand of five hundred Li. 
vres a year on the Town-houſe, and in whole hands 
the Writings were alſo, I apply'd my ſelf to this 
Monſieur Colbert, who, I ſuppos'd, being the eldeſt 
Son, had all his Father's Papers, and ſpoke to him 
about it: Twas not a very pleaſant piece of News to 
him, who, ſince he began to come into favour, had ſet 
up for a Man of Quality, which appear'd chiefly in his 
Retinue, eſpecially after his pretenſion to be deſcendel 
from the Royal Family of Scotland: However, he de 
manded to ſee the Memorandum I mention'd, and | 
being ſuch a Coxcomb, as I may well be aſham'd to 
mention, ſhow'd it him; as ſoon as ever he lookt 0 
it, and ſpy'd this deſect in it, that it wanted a Date; 
| knowing that twould therefore be very difficult for us 
to make any proof of the matter, he told me lightly, 
that he had never heard of the thing before, neverthe 
leſs he would ſearch among his Papers, and defir 
me to call on him again in about a weeks time. 
went to him again at the ly or ay: and in th: 
mean time my Siſter caus'd the Regiſter to be ſearch 
if poſſibly ſhe might find any thing there to diſcor: 
the time. When I came, he told me, he could not 
yet find any thing; and thus he led me on from on 
day to another, for above two months, They thatny 
Siſter apply d to, ſaid the ſame thing to her, ſo thi 
I began to think there was nothing in it; when then 
comes a Man to me one day, and told me, that if m 
' Siſter would allow him one half of the Rent, he woul 
procure her the Writings : I told him, I could nc 
| " | gin 
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give him an anſwer till 1 had ſpoke with my Siſter, 
becauſe I did not know her mind; bur if he would let 
me ſee him to morrow I would diſcourſe with her, 
and give him a poſitive anſwer. Twas a brisk offer, 
and | could not imagine who it ſhould come from, 
unleſs twas from ſome of them my Siſter had been 
with, or elſe from Monſieur Colbert himſelf; but I re- 
ſolv'd to have the Man dogg'd when he came again, 
which was effectually done, and he was found to go 
directly back to Monſieur Colbert's : Tho it was but 
a . of mine at beſt, yet I found it ſo pro- 
ba 


le, that I thought it would be no great damage to 


go again, and ſpeak a little more poſitively to him a- 
bout it; ſo I went again, and telling him bluntly I 
came to know if he had yet found our Writings, he 
anſwer'd me, No. This is baſe, ſaid I, not me to get 
Proples effetts into your hands, but to keep them by force. 


tricks upon us, we know well enough that you ſent a 
Fellow to me to make a raſcally Propoſal, I had your 
Man follow'd, and I'll prove be came in hither; be- 


Come, come, Sir, continu'd I, don't think to T7 | 


des I have other proofs enough to convitt you. Mon- 


leur Colbert, amaz d to hear me talk thus, chang'd 
colour, but ſoon recover d himſelf, whether that he was 


usd to ſuch Tricks, or that he knew me to be a Man 


of Honour, and would not uſe him ill, and that he 
had better venture upon my Generoſity, reply'd, Twas 
he indeed that had the Writings, fince I would have 


it ſo, but not with ſo much injuſtice neither as I 


pretended, that my Brother-in-law's Father ow'd his 
father a confiderable ſumm of Money, and left this in 
his hands for his ſecurity, as he found in his Regiſter. 
[askt him, if he would ſhow me what he ſaid, and that 
| would be ſatisfy d, if I ſaw it in the Regiſter, he 
told me, 'twas not proper to expoſe the affairs of his 
Family to other Peoples knowledge, that he was an ho- 
neſt Man, and I ought to believe him upon his word. 


the 


| 


abſolutely deceiv'd, fell blindly into the Snare, and 
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the Advocates, to whom my Siſter went for advice, 
directed her to have recourſe to the Regiſter, and to 
take out a Duplicate of the firſt Deed , which neverthe. 
leſs could not be, till we had made him ſwear that he 
had not the Original: So we caus'd a Summons to he 
given him, and while we attended the ſealing of it, 
made them look over all the Regiſters of the Hate! d: 
Pille; but the Father and the Son being one as honeſt as 
rother, had alter d that which could only give us any in. 
formation of what we lookt for, and our Contract had 
gone under the names of ſo many People on one ſide 
and t other, that neither his name nor ours were to be 
ſeen in it: The only refuge we had left, was the Oath 
he was to take, but our Friends having well obſeryd 
to us, thathethat was Knave enough to cheat us would 
alſo be Villain enough to forſwear himſelt ; we were 
advis d to make up the matter, ſo we gave him a diſ- 
charge for all the Arrears which he had receiv'd under 


- borrow'd names, and alſo for the year then going on, 


and ſo had her Writings deliver. 


I Theaveany one to judge, if a Man whoſe Conſcience 


was 10 well manag d, could be thought to ſtick at the 
ſupplanting poor Monfieur Fouquet, who held a place 
which he had ſo great a deſire to diſpoſſeſs him of, and 
in which he might ſo _ rob both the King and the 
People: So he ſet all his Wits to work to get him out 
of his place, that he might then arracck him, as was 
concluded; and as it was neceſſary to find out a pretence 
for this, they made a fine ſtory to him, that now he 
would be ſo much encumber'd with affairs in the Coun- 
cil, the weight of all buſineſs there lying wholly upon 
him, ſince the Cardinal was gone, and not able to 
aſſiſt him, that twould be impoſſible for him to dil- 
charge the buſineſs of the Parliament too, and therefore 
*twould be better for him to lay it down; to carry this 
on, the King ſhow'd himſelf kinder and more obliging 
to him than ever; inſomuch that the good Man being 


laid 
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laid out for a Chapman for his place in the Parlia- 
ment, which being paſt all queſtion the beſt therein, 
there was great ſtruggling amongſt the Money'd Men 
who ſhould haye the opportunity to buy it ; Monfieur 
de Fieubet bid moſt for it, for he offer'd boldly fixteen 
hundred thouſand Franks for it; but Mr Fouguer 
choſe rather to let Mr de Harlai, one of his particular 
Friends have it, tho he got not ſo much of him by 
two hundred thouſand Franks. This was a piece of 
generoſity few but himſelf were capable of, and for 
which he was admir'd both by his Friends and his 

WH Enemies ; but the latter, to ſully an action that 
ert him {o much Honour, reported preſently, that he 
had robb'd the King of ſuch ſumms, that ſo ſmall a 
matter was not worth his taking notice of; and as 
nothing is ſooner credited than an ill report, every 
body believ'd it, till by the iſſue of his affairs it ap- 
„ peard, that he was fo far from having made himſelf. 
rich, that he was above two Millions in debt. Being 
thus out of that Poſt, which was his Protection, the 
e King thought ir beſt to make a Tor into Bretagne 
before he ſuffered him to be arreſted, that if he had 
ay intelligence either within or without the King- | 
(cm, he might ſeize upon Belle Ile, where they ap- 
prehended a Rebellion. And this was manag'd with 
1 great deal of Prudence, had there been need of ſo 
much caution ; for before Monſieur Fouquet ſuſpected 
any. thing, Souldiers were planted ſo near to Belle Ille, 
thatif any of his Frieuds would have attempted any 
thing for him, it had been impoſſible ; his Impriſon- 
ment ſtartled abundance of People, nor were they leſs 
ſorry for him, for tho it happened at a time when tige 
Publick Miniſters were odious to the People, by reaſon *: 
of the great Taxes, yet the People obſerving he was | 
always a generous Man, and did not hoard up what he 
got, as Stateſmen do, but ſpent it freely amongſt them, 
they diſtinguiſht him from the reſt,” who they bad 
markt out às the publick Grievance of the ron z 
| | Others 
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others were mov'd chiefly by their intereſt, for he had 
oblig d the afteQions of abundance by ſuffering them 
to get by him, and theſe could not ſee him car. 
ry'd to Priſon without regret, who had done ey 
body rather good than harm; and if he had been guil. 
c=_ any thing, twas only under the Miniſtry of 

rdinal Mazarin, and in executing his Orders too 
punQually. But that whichmov'd them molt to com. 
paſſion, was to ſee the King put Colbert in his place, 
one who under the Cloak of Moderation nouriſht an 
intolerable ambition, always deceitful, tho he pre. 
tended to be fair, preaching honeſty in all his dif: 
courſes, while under-hand he robb'd every one with 
impunity, making himſelf an Enemy to Mankind, by 
enriching himſelf with their Spoils ; barbarouſly 
cruel, and yet at the fame time preſſing and recom. 
mending nothing but Clemency and Compaſſion; be. 
ing maſter of not one good quality, bur that he knew 
how with an exquiſite art to hide his own Faults, 
People thought him a Man wholly given up tobuſineſs, 
one that had no time for Softneſſes and Pleaſures, and 
8 no Man was more Debaucht than he ; he had his 
hours for his Amours, and his hours for his Publick 
Affairs; only with this difference; that in the latter WI, 
he always put on a ſtarcht formal Gravity; but in Wi! 
8 Furt appear d with a free humour, and an air of lc 
( —_ 3 | 
| i it 25 a great unhappineſs to Monſieur Fauquet Wii 
to have diſpleas d the King, twas no leſs a Misfortune Bl 
to have ſuch a ſecrer Enemy as Monſieur Colbert; tor Md 
tho he had premeditated. his overthrow long before Mz 
win the Cardinal, and had plaid a thouſand tricks 
inder it inevitable; yet, leſt Monſieur Fouquet 
ſhould at laſtjultify hinaſelf, he made ſure of all the Of 
ficers that depended upon him for falſe Witneſſes, and 
Do order d it by e Berries, that all his Papers wears 
Role from him, by which he ſhould have clear d Þs Ws 
Innoveace , and ot Aan d yet, be Spread abroad te Wy 


1 


. — 1 — — 


Sr A, r . moo ff ran ot _ tain 8 eerie OA 


>. 


AG = Rl 2 Kr ee rr 


Count de Rochefort. 207 
the horribleſt reports of him that twas poſſible for him 

10 invent 3 as that he had debaucht the greateſt part 

of the Women of the Court, by means of his Money 
and his end in this was, that their Relations and Friends, 
who would perhaps have affiſted him in his Misfor- 
tunes, ſhould be provok'd rather to affift in his ruin ; 
And in this caſe perhaps I can give a better account 

than moſt People; as for inſtance, they had rais'd a re- 

port when the Queen Mother expell'd Madamoiſelle 

de la. Mothe Agencourt, that it was on his ſcore, when 
lam aſſurd upon very goods grounds, that it was for 
entertaining the Marquis, de Richlieu againſt her Maje- 
ſty's expreſs comman : This Lady, who was one of her 
Maids of Honour, was a Perſon whom I was particu- 

larly acquainted with, and that ſo much, as I was ſup- 

pos d to have a Paſſion for her; ſhe was counted one of 

the fineſt Women in the Court, and therefore 1 was not 

2t all difpleas'd to have it thought ſo, for except Ma- 
umciſille de Meneville (who had her Admirer) there | 
mas none that would diſpute it. *Twas not for me to 
decide the caſe between rheſe two Beauties, being ſuſ- 
pected to be partial, from what I have ſaid before. 
But to come to the ſtory, one day as I was at Forun- 
luinbleau, where both the Queens continued while 
the King was in Bretagne, ſhe came to me in a great 
concern, and with tears in her Eyes told me, ſhe was 
mind if I did not ſerve her in one affair, which was 
immediately to . convey into her Chamber à Suit of 
Mens Cloaths; but that I ſhould be ſure not to be 
liſcover'd, for ſhe had a great many Eyes upon her; 1 
kt her what the occaſion was, and if ſhe was ſo much 
concern'd in the diſgrace. of Monſieur Fougurt, as to 
oblige her to fly for it? Ne, fays ſhe, ir not hing 7 


: 
| 
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that, I never was. intimate enough with him to be fo 
very much concern d for bis Misfortune but this Tl 
wnſeſs to you, they will haue it, that Love has caur'd 
we 10 commit ſome faults, fooliſh enough zo be puniſh'd 
; that imperſinent old Jade de Beauvais has 
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been buzzing in the Ears of the Queen Mother, thi 
I bave ſeen ber Son-in-law , and her Majeſty, who juf. 
fers berſelf to be govern'd by thut Wretch, reſents i 
ſo highly, that ſhe has order d one of my Relations ty 
diſpoſe of me into a Cloyſter , I mean the Counteſs de 
Maulevrier, the ſame whoſe Husband you had former. 
ly a quarrel with ,, therefore for God's ſake deliver me 
out of her Hands, and do as I have deſir'd you, ani 
then be ſo kind as to get me a Horſe, and place bin a 


. the King's Wine 17 N on rother ſide of the Ferry de 


Velvins, that Imay be gone. 
If 1 had been in Love, as the World would haveme 


be thought, I leave any one to judge how this Com 


pliment would have pleas'd me; but having really 
never pretended any thing of that nature to her, I was 
very ready to aſſiſt her, without any concern at the oc- 
caſion: So I ſent one of my Horſes to the place ſhe had 


directed, and went my ſelf to her Chamber with a Suit 


of my own Cloaths; but there being no body there totake 
it, I pur it under the Bed, as ſhe had order d me; andthe 


| Chambers or Lodgings of the Maids of Honcur being 


always open to the Gallery, I went and fell into a 
chat with the good old Lady, Madam d Tilleul Under 
Governante of the Ladies, who was one of my old 
acquaintance z and walking up and down with her, | 
ſaw lying upon the Toilet ſeveral Combs, and a Pow- 
der Box, and all the neceſſary Impliments of the 
Dreſſing Box, and amongſt the reſt there ſtood a little 
Pot of Pomatum, ſo I muſt needs take a little to rub 
upon my Hands becauſe they were a little rough ; I 
found it quite of another colour than the ordinary ſort, 
which made me fancy that it might be good for the 
Lips too, and ſo without any conſideration, apply 
ſome to mine, they being a little chopt; but I ſoon 


paid for my curioſity, for immediately my Lips were 
all on fire, my Mouth. was contracted, my Gums 
up, and when I went about to ſpeak, I made 
Tulleul Jaugh at that rate, that I might 10 
8 i — | 


ſhrivell'd. 
Madam du 
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ily ſee I had very finely expos d my ſelf; and which 


was worſt of all, I was not able to bring out one word 


diſtinctly; and running directly to the Looking-glaſs 
to take a view of my ſelf, I was ſo damnably aſham'd of 
the figure I made, that I run 0 hide my ſelf; but 
juſt as I was going out I met the D. de Roguilaire, who 
was coming to make his court to one of the Ladies, 
and being ſcar d to ſee me in that condition, he askt me 
what the Devil ail d me ? I told him very ſimply my 
misfortune, but inſtead of pitying, he fell a laughing 
at me, and told me I was but rightly. {erv'd ; that 
at my age I ought to know that there are ſeveral ſorts 
ot Pomatum; that the ſort I had meddled with was not 
either for the Hands or the Hair, but was defign'd for 
another ſort of uſe z after he had had his fill of this 
rallying, he left me, and went to the Apartments. of 
the Queen Mother, where he made his Court at the 
expence of my Misfortune. Immediately all the 
"Town came to ſee me, and finding; that I had really 
furniſh'd them with ſufficient matter for their mirth, 
I would have been one of the firſt to have laught at 
the jeſt, if I could but have open'd my mouth. This 


adventure was the entertainment of the whole Court 


at leaſt a week, they were ſo taken with it, that they 
ſent an account of it to Nantæ where the King was, 
| 1 as ſerious as he was, could not forbear ſmiling at 
it; for my part, L had as much inclination to laugh as 


any body, when I thought of this accident, but tho 


| waſh'd my Mouth often with freſh Water, and ſome- 
times with warm Wine, yet nothing but time would 


bring me to rights agg | 
This little frac however hindred me from ſhow- 


ing my ſelf for ſome days, ſo that till I came abroad 
2 could not hear any tydings of Madamwiſelle 
de Ja Mot he, but then I was preſently inform d, that 
the Counteſs de Maulevriere had put her into a Cloi- 
ſter at Chaliot, and that this confinement, which wis 
2 true Priſon to her, was 1 with a very e- 
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vere reprimand made her by the Queen Mother: I was 
informed alſo, that this Lady, who was blindly in 
love with the Marquis de Richlieu, had given herſelf 
' a great deal of liberty, in NING Pen la Beauvais, 
notwithſtanding the reſpect which the ought to have 
Had for the Queen; and reproacht her, among other 
things, that ſhe took occaſion to wait upon the King 
when he was but very young, and to make him this civil 
requeſt, that his Majeſty would be pleas d to lye with 
her. I could not ealfly believe Madam Ja Alotthe to 
be guilty of ſo great a folly, but the thing being con- 
- *firmed to me by every one, I askt them if what ſhere- 
proacht the little old Lady with one Eye for, was true, 
and if his Majeſty had been ſo charitable as to oblige 
her? They told me that was a thing not to be queſtion- 
ed, and askt me where 1 had liv'd, that I ſhouid be 
the only Man in Fance that was ſo ignorant? 
Tho this was the true Hiſtory of Madamoiſelle del. 
Mott he, yet Monſieur Colbert had maliciouſly nam'd 
her amongſt thoſe, whom as he ſaid, Monſieur Fouque: 
- had been intriguing withal ; but this was a ſmall mat. 
- ter compar'd to the other methods he us'd for his ruin, 
He pickt out ſuch Members of the ſeveral Parliaments 
- AS he thought were the moſt needy, and who watch: 
for an occaſion to oblige the Court, to be his Judges: 
. Theſe he fed with hopes, and made them large profni- 
Tesof Preferment, if they would give their voices asbe 
directed, and upon this account was ſo confident of his 
deſtruction, that he gave order to have a Scaffold made 
privately ready for the occaſion. In the mean time hr 
had ſo firmly poſſeſt the King, that Monſieur Foxguet 
could not poſhbly clear himſelf, that his Majelty had 
order'd his Horſe Guards to attend him to Chartres; 
- a Journey which he had contriv' d, not for any Devotion, 
as was pretended, but to be out of the way of any Appli 
- cations, which he foreſaw would be made to him on be 
half of Monfieur 14 for tho he was of no extraoi 
Family himſelf, he had marry d one ofhis D-ugh 
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ters to the eldeſt Son of the Count de aroſt, and the 
King was ſenſible ſhe would throw herſelf at his feet 
for her Father. Thus the King ſtood ready to be gone 


the very moment that they ſhould bring him News that 


the poor Man was condemn'd ; when one of the Judges 
(a Councellor of the Parliament of Aix) ſtood up and 
ſpoke for the Priſoner ; He told them he was aſtoniſhe 
to find ſuch prejudice in that Court againſt a Man, as to 
ſeem reſolv d on any terms, right or wrong, to hurry him 
out of the World that at firſt view indeed there might 


be ſore appearance of guilt ; there had been found, it 


was true, among his Papers, a rough Schemeof a Rebel- 
lion, with ſeveral metheds how to raiſe it, and other pro- 
iefts for his conduct in ſuch an affair, when it ſhould 

brought to paſs ; and many ſuch things, for which 
Monſieur Fouquet might ſeem to deſerve no leſs than 
death: But when one came to examine into the proofs 
of theſe Crimes, there was cauſe enough at leaſt to 


ſuſpend ones Judgment againſt him; this was found 


among a parcel of old waſte Papers, tkrown by, not 


only into the corner of the Room, but into the Chim- 


2 


ney, and deſign'd for nothing but the Fire, as Monſieur 
Fozquet had very well obferv'd in his defence; that 
there was no other marks of it, bur as of a thing formd 
in his mind, provok d to it by the barbarous uſage of 


the Cardinal Mazarin, who upon all occafions had 


not fail'd toteſtifie his malice againſt him; that twas 
a 78 maxim in the Law, that no Man could be pu- 
niſh'd for thinking Treaſoa, nor for intending, unleſs 
he proceed to ſome Overt-at7 ; that here was nothing 
like it in this caſe; but on the contrary, very evident 
tokens that he had laid aſide ſo much as the thoughts 
of itz that Kings ought not to he more rigorens than 
God himſelf, who ſo graciouſly paſſes by the inad- 
vertency of our conceptions ; bur beſides there was 
ſomething of more conſequence than all this that had 
been ſald, that Monſieur de Fouquct affirm'd expreſly 
that he had wherewithal to prove beyond conttadiction. 
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his.repentance of that very intention, if they. had not in- 
humanely ſtole away his Papers; that *twas true thoſe 
words might be ſpoken only to excuſe himſelf, but 'twas 
alſo true, that it might be really ſo; this was certain, 
and not to be deny d, that they had found among his 
Papers ſeveral Petitions addreſs d io Monſieur Colbert, 
with the title of my Lord, which was never given to 
him till fince the impriſonment of Monfieur Fouguet; 
that this was a proof, they had come into his Houſe 
without his knowledge, and ſearcht there at their own 
pleaſure; and 'twas an infallible conſequence, that they 
did ſo with a deſign to ruin him, becauſe, that under 
pretence of ſearching in that manner, they had carried 
away all the Papers which he ſhould uſe for his juſtif- 
cation; that notwithſtanding all this, he had clear' 
himſelf of the great Crime, his Enemies made ſucha 
ſtir about, of waſting the Revenues of the Crown; that 
he had laid before them an accountof his Eftate, what 
he had when he enter'd upon- the Miniſtry, and what 
he had with his Wife; (which together amounted to 
above a Million) what Penſions he had received, and: 
_ - what had fell to him upon other occaſions. And though 
theſe were very conſiderable, yet he had not only ſpent 
all this in the ſervice of his Majeſty, but was run into 
Debt above two Millions : that his extravagance ought 
not to be reckon d criminal, ſince he had means enough 
of his own to do it, without wrong to the King, aud 
he had done no injury to any body but himſelf, poor 
Man, and his Family. thc 
The greateſt part of the Judges wete atnaz'd, not ſo 


much at the diſcourſe of chis Man, tho that had a great 


deal of force with it, but to ſee how little he valued 
the great Men, whom he knew he ſhould difoblige at 
the higheſt rate: Now, as we cannot do our Neigh: 
bour a better ſervice than by a good example to ſet 
him in the right way, all thoſe that ſpoke after him 
were of the ſame mind, and thoſe who had before gi. 


Ten their Voices for his Condemnation, being * 
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of ſo unjuſt a Sentence, retracted their Judgment; ſo 
that in a moment there was ſeen ſuch a change in the 
Court, as if ſome influence from above had wrought a 
Miracle upon them: However, as there was cauſe e- 
nough to infli& ſome puniſhment upon Monſieur Fou- 
guet, either for that project of a Revolt I mention d, or 
that he had fortified Bel/ Ie on his own account, they 
thought fit to condemn him to Baniſhment. They were 
very much ſurpriz'd at Court, at a Sentence ſo little 
expected; and it quite broke off their Journey to Char 
tres ; and Monſieur Colbert fearing that if Monſieur 
Fouquet ſhould ever be at liberty, he would find an oc- 
cation, ſome time or other, to let the King know cer- 
tain things which it concern'd him to have kept ſecret, 

revail'd upon the King, to change the Sentence of 

iſhmenr to a perpetual Priſon. After then he had 
lain I know not how long in the Dungeon at Viacennes 
9 carry'd him to Pignerol, where he continu'd at 
ſixteen or ſeventeen years : But this was the Pen- 
.. pance for his faults, for they who knew him in that 
place of Perſecution, ſay he made ſo good uſe of it, 
that nothing could have happened mote to his advan- 
tage. And _ have Hu __ I 2 2 
elling you a ſtory, that happen d upon the occaſion 
his meeting with None 2 who way com- 
mitted ta the ſame Priſon about ten years after, and 
from whom I receiv d this account. Upon the firſt meet 
ing they ſaluted one another, and Monſieur Fouguer not 
recolleRing immediately where he had ſeen him, askt 
him his Name? Whether or no he had forgot him in 
the time of his Diſgrace ? or that, as tas moſt likely, 
Monſieur De Lauſun was not fo conſiderable in his 
time as to be known to him? But Monſieur De Lauſun 
having given him ſatisfaction who he was, goes on to 
make himſelf known to him, with the common vant 
ty of telling ones own Hiſtory, by acquainting him 
with the particulars: of his life. RE 
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Monſieur Fouquet heard him very intently, for he 
Vas extreamly ſurpriz d ar ſome diſcourſe he pretended 
| to have had with the King, about Madam de Monaco; 
how he had told his Majeſty he was no better than a 
Tyrant, in offering to rake away his Miſtreſs from him, 
| and how he tefus d co ſerve in his Office of Collonel 
General of the Dragoons, in the Army which marcht 
8 ah; how he had askt the King to be made Ge- 
| and upon the refuſal had thrown ” his Com- 
bon. In ſhort, how his Majeſty had ſent him to 
ne Bajtile, from whence nevertheleſs he was releasd 
in four and twenty hours, to riſe the greater in his fa 
1 vour. Monſieur Fouquet gave him the hearing, but ob- 
1erving the Man, and taking notice of the very mean 
figure he made, he could not perſwade himſelf, the 
King, who was a Prince of the niceſt judgment, and 
known to be of a fierce and violent temper, ſhould ſut- 
fer himſelt to be Nos'd at that rate; and ſhould ſo far 
forget his Character, as to bear thoſe Inſults from a 
Subject, eſpecially one ſo deſpicable as he appear'd; 
however, Monſieur Fouquet conceal'd his Sentiments, 
and would by no means interrupt him, but when he 
came to relate his Marriage with Madamoiſelle de 
Mont penſter, how the King had given his conſent to it, 
ald afterwards recall d it, and the concern chat Prin. 
ceſs was in at the diſappointment, and all the conſe- 
quences of that affair, he could not forbear turning to 
another Priſoner of State, that had join d them juſt 
before, and making a fign to his Forehead, as we do 
wen we would fignifie a Man is craz d, he gave him 
= to underftand that he thought no better of this Gen- 
tleman. Monſieur De Lauſun perceiv'd it, but made 
as if he took no notice of ir, and went on with other 
ſtrange paſſages of his life, which did but confirm 

| Monſieur Fouquet in his former opinion. 
1 Blut to teturn to Monſieur Co/berr, who was now 
1 by the diſgrace of this Miniſter become ſo powerful at 
Court, and had the King's Ear ſo entirely, ene 
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| Connt de Rochefort. 215 
uneaſy to Monſieur Tellier; this latter had been an old 
Courtier, and having done very great ſervices to the 
State, it was but juſt he ſhould expect ſome marks 
of diſtinction. The firſt method that Co#err took to fix 
his Reputation, was to change the whole form, and 
eſtabliſh a new exact order in the Chamber of the Fi · 
nances, 1 the number of Offices, and ſuppreſ- 
ing the Under-Treaſurers and their Dependencies, who 
were all clapt up in Priſon upon pretence of having 
cheated the King; ſo that thoſe who pretended to have 
valt ſumms due to them, were ſo far from recovering 
their Debts, that they were forc'd to partwirh all they 
bad to fatisfie his extravagant Demands: Indeed to ſay 
the truth, there was very groſs abuſes practic'd in the 


Finances, and *twas no more than neceſſary they ſhould 


de redrelt. But here were ſeveral great Perſons touch'd 
by this affair, for theſe Fellows being rich, had ally d 
themſelves to ſeveral conſiderable Houſes, as the Duke 
de St Agnan for one, whoſe eldeſt Son, the Count de 
Seri, was to marry Madamoiſelle de Monero, the 
Daughter of one of theſe Officers, with whom he was 
to have two Millions of Livres. This Duke being ve» 
ag in favour, as we have Wy nan and Mon- 
ur Colbert apprehending ſome ill Offices from him, 
who was alſo a very rifing man, he appeaſed him by 
promifing him his eldeſt Daughter for his Son, inſtead 
of Madamoiſelle de Monero. *Twas thought hemade 
this promiſe againſt his inclination, the Duke being 
not very rich, and he had a preſpe& of marrying her 
more adyantageouſly ; but whatever his thoughts were, , 
he durſt not have gone back from his word, if the 
Count de Seri had liv'd to accept of it: Wherefore to 
preſerve his\Friendſhip with the Duke, he told him, 
that tho it had pleas'd God to diſpoſe of his Son, yet 
he had another left, and tho he was young, that ſhould 
not hinder their Alliance, fince he had a younger 
Daughter of a ſuitable age, and he would give him his 
word ſhe ſhould be reſery'd for him. The Duke de Sr 
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Ag nan, who had occaſion for Money, and knew no 


Where to get a _ fortune for his Son, eaſily con- 
ſen ted to this offer; when they were grown up, Mon. 


ſieur Coibert was as good as his word to him, and they 


we, e marry'd accordingly. 
The reaſon which induc'd Monſieur Colbert to be fo 
fond of this alliance, was becauſe the Duke de St Agnar, 
as we mention d before, grew every day mage and more 
ir your; for the King, who was now fallen in love 
u Madamoiſelle de la Valliere, one of the Dutcheſs 
of Orleans Maids of Honour, a Lady of no extraordi- 
nary Beauty, but one who was more agreeable than thoſe 
that were infinitely more handſom, and had a mind to 
conceal it from the Queen, committed the management 
of that nine to the Duke. This young Lady was 
but of an indifferent Family, ſne was the Daughter of 


one of the principal Burghers of Tours, which tho they 
pretended to ſome Nobility, twas only that Henry zd, 


when he retir'd to Tours in the time of the Civil 
Wars, had ennobled her Great Unkle, which deſcended 


but to his Heirs, if he had any, and which ſnhe could lay 


no claim to; but her Father indeed having got a con- 
6derable Poſt in the Army, marry'd a Lady ot Quality, 
which gave his Children ſome pretences to it. How. 
ever it was, ſhe was entertain d by the Dutcheſs of Or- 
Teans, without ſcrupling her Gentility; and before the 
King had any thoughts of her, there was a Gentleman 


Jon love with her, that he intended to marry her; he 


was of a very good Family near Chartres, and Heir 10 
an Eſtate of twenty thouſand Livres. a year, which was 
counted an advantageous Match to her, his Name was 


_ Eftouroulle, and was a Lieutenant in che Guards; he 


had but one misfortune, which was, that his Eſtate lay 


1o much in the power of his Father, that he durſt not 
warry' without his conſent : So he was oblig'd to leave 


his Miſtreſs fora while, to ſollicit the old Gentleman 


upon that account. It was gone ſo far on her ſide, that 
ſhe defir'd him to make as ſhort a ſtay fromm her as wis 


pPoſſible 
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polible and twas gone ſo far on his ſide, that he 


needed no ſuch importunity, but he had a Father todeal 
with, that requir'd more time to conſider of it than he 


was aware of, for the meanneſs of her Birth, and eſpe- 


cially of her Eſtate, were difficulties which were not 


ſoon over with him, but took up ſo much time, that 


when he had reconcil'd things, and return d at laſt 
with his Fathers _— he found things were ſtrangely 
alter d in his abſence, for the King had not only ap- 
pear d to be in love with his Miſtreſs, but ſhe had pre- 
rented his addreſſes by making a diſcovery of her paſ- 


fon for him. He met with this News for his firſt 
welcome to Paris, but being loth to believe it from any 


mouth but her own, he went to the Palace Royal to 
wait on her; he did not find his acceſs to her ſo eaſie 
3 formerly, the King having plac'd thoſe about her, 


whoſe obſervation made it neceſſary for her to be cau- 


tious who ſhe converſt with; which ſhe underſtood ſo 
well, and withal being full of her new Grandeur, that 


it, and return'd that ſhe knew no ſuch Perſon. Eflour- 
ville knew how to interpret this anſwer, and tho he 
made no doubt of the truth of his 1 in- 
gratitude ſo overcame him, that he kept his 


it. His Friends, who knew the Weener accus d 


when he ſent up his name to her, ſhe made 1 i of 
d 


him of folly, in being concern d for ſo perfidious a Crea · 


ture ; but being uncapable of impreſſion by all their 


Reatons, he left them an example, that tis not impoſſi - 


upon _ 


ble for-a rrue Lover to break his heart, for indeed he 
languiſh'd about three weeks, and then died; exclaim:- - 


ing on the Ingratitude of Madamoiſelle de Ja Valliere to 
the laſt, charging one of his Friends, jult as he was ex. 
piting, to tell her, that ſhe was the cauſe of his Death. 


Monſieur Colbert engag'd in all the intereſts of Ma- 


damoiſelle de la Valliere, from the firſt moment that 
he found ſhe had an influence upon the King, and this 
ve him the advantage of all 8 to the King's 
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had liv'd all my days 
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among the Grandees, found my ſelf now as it were alone, 
and forgotten of all the World, and if it had not been for 
my little Income, I have ſo often mentioned, I ſhould 
have been in but an ordinary condition. My Father 
was yet living, and tho he was very eaſy on account of 
his Family, moſt of them being 3 for by the 
good Offices I had done them, yet 1 could never have 
the benefit of the leaſt ſupply from him; on the con. 
trary, if a Glaſs of Water would have ſav'd my lite, | 
verily believe, he would have ſuffer d me to periſh tor 
want of that relief: This was a ſenfible grief to me 
when J reflected on it; but as it pleas d God I was 
— reduc d, I bore it with the more patience, elpeci 
ly when I conſider'd, that it was not from any taul: 
of mine. At laſt, about the latter end of the year 1663, 
I receiv'd a Letter from his Curate to come down with 
all ſpeed, if Thad any defire to ſee him before he dy, 
I had no buſineſs to hinder me, ſo I took-Poſt immedi. 
ately, and in fix hours time 1 was at his Houſe ; he 
was ſurpriz d to ſee me, and imagin'd preſently that 
had been privately ſent for, but however he made as if 
he was glad to ſee me, and told me I had prevented 
him, for his defign was to have ſent for me; that he 
being weak, and his great age making it improbable 
that he ſhould recover, he was willing to ſettle his 
affairs, and as there was nothing he defir'd to prevent 
more, than Law Suits among Relations, he did not ſup- 
- poſe | would refuſe, eonfidering the condition in which 
1 ſaw him, to agree matters now with his Wife and 
my Brothers: and he pretended to oblige me in doing 
it. For this purpoſe he told me, he intended his Eſtate 
ſhould be equally divided, his Wife coming in for a 
part, beſides her Joynture z that this was for my ad 
vantage, for ſhe had brought a great Fortune to him, 
and which his Eſtate was engag d for; ſo that if ihe 
ſhould come to demand it, as is cuſt in like caſes, 
ſhe would carry away above half the Eſtate. I made 
- no anſwer at all to a Propofal fo unjuſt, he having no 
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in that diſcourſe to the Joynture of my own 
Mother, which was my Birthright, and which he ought 
to have reſerv'd for me when he marry'd again. He 
wok my filence in this caſe for an aſſent to his Propo- 
al, and without preſſing me to any reply, ſent away 
for a Notary. I fuffer'd all this without giving him 
the trouble of any contradiction, in ref to 
his diſpoſition 3 but when I ſaw the Notary was 
come, and he began to diQtate theſe things to him, 
| begg'd him to deter it, till I ſhculd take ſome ad- 
vice about it; I defird him to remember, that 
| was his Son as well as the reſt, that they had al- 
mays enjoy d the priviledges of his Heuſe, which L had 
been depriv'd of. That his eldeſt Son by this ſecond 
Wife was already provided with two good Benefices, 
ſo thar he might not only very well bate his Legacy, 
but was in a good condition to aſſiſt his younger Bro- 
ther; that I had diſpos'd of his Daughter, who was 
ich enough alſo to have no need of it; that I did not 
ay this with any thought of depriving her of the Inhe- 
fiance, nor to take that from them which Nature had 
ziven them a right to, but that he ought to confider me 
on the ſame account; that I would conſent, if he 
pleas d, that he ſhould give my Mother in- law a Pen- 
ion as large as he thought fit, which I was ready to 
confirm, and alſo another to my youngeſt Brother, that 
ſo, if his Brother ſhould not be kind to him, he might 
have wherewithal to ſubſiſt ; but for the reſt, he muſt 
permit me to adviſe upon ir, as I had faid before; 

There was nothing could be more fair than my pro- 
poſal, and indeed it was a meer impoveriſhing my ſelf 
to enrich others; but my Father was ſo betwicht to 
my Mother. in- law and her Children, that he would 
certainly have got up and ſtruck me, if he had been 
able to lift himſelf up in his Bed; he told me, that 
now he ſaw all that had been ſaid to him of me con- 
fm d ; that I was an unnatural Dog, and one that 
would ſhorten his days by my diſobedience, that he 
had made me a Propoſal too much to my —_ 
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but that I would deprive my ſelf of it purely in mz. 
lice to diſturb the Family; that he did not wonder! 
Had ſo many broils with my Maſters, who were better 
acquainted with my humours than him ; that another 
in my place would have made his Fortune, but that 
God hath dealt with me as I had deſerv'd ; that 1 ſhould 
get out of his fight, that he might not be diſcomposd 
at his departing out of the World; that if I continud 
in that reſolution, he would leave me his hearty Curſe, 
and that I ſhould conſider of it, whether I was willing 
ke ſhould dye in that opinion. | 
I muſt confeſs to you, I wiſht my ſelf a thouſan 
miles off when I heard him talk at this rate; I en. 
deavour'd to pacify him by the moſt profound ſubmiſ. 
 fions, and labouring to make him ſenſible, that what! 
demanded was nothing but \Juſtice, I told him onc 
more, that if he did not pleaſe to let things go in the 
ordinary way of Juſtice, for fear they ſhould be to 
much to the prejudice of my Mother-in-law, I ws 
willing they ſhould have the Eſtate who wanted; tha 
I had as much occafion for it as any of them, eſpeci 
ally fince there was a talk of ſuppreſſing the Bank 0 
Lyons, or at leaſt of retrenchments upon the particular 
Rents of it; that my Brother the Abbot was like to be 
richer than all of us together, from whom I had reaſon 
to expect nothing, ſince, tho he ow'd all his Fortune 
to my procurement, he never offer d me a farthing 
when he ſaw me in ſo much neceſſity. | 
My paſſion perhaps might make me think this the 
moſt reaſonable diſcourſe in the World; I thought { 
indeed, but my Father it ſeems was of another opinion 
and Thad the unhappineſs that hedy'd without beingre 
concil'd to me; 'twas none of my fault, and ſo I belient 
his Curſe had not the effect he defir'd upon me. At his 
death I enter d upon the Eſtate, and ſer my Seal upo 
the Goods, which you may be ſure put my Mother-in 
law into a great rage: She, who when did all I coul 
to oblige her, perſecuted me with ſo much 1 
| wo 
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ould not fail to exclaim againſt me upon this p 


deling; I did now as I us'd to do formerly, let her 


. 


ay what ſhe pleas'd, and the rather, becauſe ſhe never 


had more occaſion z however, that ſhe might have no- 


thing juſtly to reproach me with, and not out of any 
ſtalk of my own Title, I offer'd her a thouſand 
Ctowns a year, provided ſhe would relinquiſh her other 
pretenſions ; This was a Preſent ſhe ought to have 
look'd upon as very civil in me, for in Juſtice ſhe could 
hope for nothing but her own Fortune, of which the 
7 t was never paid; but ſhe having taken ſome 
meaſures which Iknew nothing of, ſent me word, that 
[ ought to ha | 
made me, if I had been well advisd; but that ſince I 
tad not, I ſhould ſee in a ſhort time whether I was in 
the right or no. | 

This fort of talk did not trouble me, having no ap- 
prehenfions of the trick they were going to play me, 


but I went on to make out my Title, and was buſie 


with the Advocates, who, according to their rules, de- 
card, I ought to have the whole Eſtate, if it were ne- 
er ſo great: So I concluded to take off the Seals which 
[had put on, which I did in cuſtomary form, and found 
among the Papers, -that my Mother-in-law was a Feme 
ſole by the Contract of 1 : I ſuppos'd my Caſe 
was the better for that, becau 
any payments made out of her Money, the Eſtate was 
not an{werable for them; and imagining, that ſince ſhe 
had ſhown ſo much ill nature, ſhe might have forgotten 
this particular, I was ſuch a Fool to tell her of ir; but 
all the anſwer ſhe made me was, that the end of the 
matter would diſcover the truth, and perbaps it might 
ſpoil my mirth. I could not comprehend for the ſoul 
of me what ſhe had in her head, till at laſt itdiſcoyer'd 
it ſelf in a moment, to my no ſmall diſturbance. The 
— that made the Inventory brought me a bag of 
apers ty d together, with a Ballat or Ticket upon ir, 
in which was written with my Mothers own hard as 


folloxs; 


accepted the offers my Father had 


e then it there had been 
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follows; Dichurſements paid of my Money out of th; 
Several parts of my — — me oi, Fn 
band, 7 which ] have the Preference of Demand upor 
bis E ate, before all other Debtt. I was not much fur. 
priz d at this, till I had look d a little further; by 
taking the Papers out of the Bag, I ſaw ſome contra 
of Settlements, made by my Grandfather to ſome par. 
ticular Perſons in truſt, for payment of Debts, one of 
which was for no leſs than fifty thouſand Crowns; ſo 
that if what my Mother pretended had been Juſt, ſhe 
might well ſay, I had no cauſe to laugh, ſhe would 
ſpoil my mirth ; for I was remov'd out of the Family 
when I was but a Child, and had never any account 
their affairs, ſo that I could ſay nothing to this till [ 
was better inform'd : I faw well enough there was a 
juggle in it, and the moſt favourable conftruQion | 


cCould paſs on it, as ro my Mother-in-law, was that ſhe 


had empley'd the Revenue of her Sons Benefices to her 
own uſe: That which confirm'd me in this thought was, 
that tho my Brother the Abbot left all his Affairs to the 
management of his Father and Mother, yet I found but 
eight Livres and a half of ready Money in the Houſe 
when my Father dy'd ; a fine ſumm for a Family that 
made ſuch a figure in the Country; or rather a. very 

ood mark of my Mothers extraordinary management: 
However, after I had mus d upon this Caſe a while, [ 
began to conſider, that twas impoſſible my Grandfather 
ſhould leave ſo many Debts, ſince his whole Eſtate did 
not amount to more, and my Father had married tue 
of his Siſters, and had paid them five and twenty thou. 
ſand Livres each for their Portions ; and from hence! 
thought this was an infallible conſequence, that my Fr 

ther was far enough from — his Eſtate ſo much 
encumber d; but that they were old Contracts that they 


had revivd by ſome clandeſtine methods, to make pte. 
tenſions upon the Eſtate; the chief of thoſe Creditor 
being all Relations of one kind or another to my 


| 
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l acquainted ſome very judicious Perſons with my 
„ ſuſpicions, who were preſently of my opinion, and aft: 
ter them the Lawyers, who advis d me however, before 
I made any ſtir about it, or commenc'd any Suit at Law 
i WM in the caſe, which could not but be very inconvenient 
boo me, that I ſhould try if I could underhand diſcover 
r- the Cheat. I try d all the ways that 1 could poſſibly 
of WM think of, having ſer ſeveral Perſons of Quality of that 
Province to work for me, who knew what I had done 
fer the Family, and were mov'd to compaſſion. to ſee 
ne us'd in ſuch a manner; bur tho' they us d their ut- 
ly WY moſt Skill, and very heartily too, the Agents my Mother- 

xi WY in-law had employ'd had plaid their game too ſure to 

ide diſcover'd, and no doubt had been well enough pai 

po that all our endeavours were to no purpoſe, and 

[ WY masforc'd at laſt to begin a tedious Suit at Law. Then . _ 
1 BY 1 charg'd them with Forgery concerning thoſe pretend. 
ed Reimburſements, and having obtain d the liberty to 1 
s, BY publiſh a Monitory thereof, I caus'd it to be read in | 
i: Wl the Churches of thoſe Pariſhes where they liv'd, whom | 
u ſuſpected had a hand in the Fraud, hoping that the | 
le WY time of Chriſtmas being at hand, when every one was 

it WY to paſs for Abſolution, twould oblige them to conſult | 
ry WJ feriouſly with their Conſeiences. My Siſter ſhew'd me 
tt this time a particular mark of her Gratitude z ſhe | 
I came to me and told me, that tho ſhe knew what ſhe 
er vas going to ſay would embroil her with her Mother, 
ia if ever ſhe ſhould come to hear of it, ſhe would never- | 
v0 thelefs witneſs the truth ſo far as to tell me, that ſhe } 
u. had heard my Father often ſay, in diſcourſing of ſev . 
nl chings with my Mother-in-law, that his Father had | 
. not left him one Farthing in debt, but that on the other 5 
ch hand he found eight thouſand Franks of Ready Money ( 
in the Houſe at his death: She told me ſhe remember d 
e. this, as perfectly as if it had not been above a quarter 
of an hour ago, and that if it would do me any ſervice, 
ny fhe would make afidavit of it before a Judge; I gave f 
ke: a thouſand thanks for her good will, but not be- | 


— ing 7 | 


but to make me reſtitution: 
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ing willing ſhe ſhould incur the hatred of her Mother 


- for her affection to me, I told her it ſhould ſuffice me 


to ſee ſuch a proof of her Love, without making her 
a ſacrifice; that I was ſorry I was in no better a con. 
dition for her ſake, that I had reſolved ſhe ſhould be 
my heir to that little I had, for I lovd ſuch an honeſt 
ente z in ſhort, ſhe did all I could defire, for (he 
gave me a Declaration two or three days after, where. 
y ſhe,relinquiſht any claim for her ou in any thing 
her Mother might pretend upon my Fathers Eſtate, ac 
_ Kknowledging that it all belong'd to me, and charging 
her Son, in caſe of her oath, not to meddle with it 

| he forc'd the. Paper of 

this into my hands, and made me take it, bur I taugt 
at her, and having torn it in her fight, I told her ne 
ſhould eafily accommodate the caſe between her and [, 
if there was no body elſe concern'd ; that I took this 


A as kindly of her, which ſhe had now done, as if ſh: 


had given mea hundred thouſand Crowns, and that 
all my trouble was, that I was not in a condition i 
requite her kindneſs, -- 3 
Our Cauſe, which had at firſt been commenc'd in 
the Country, was quickly brought to Parzs, by the 
means of one of my Mother. in law's pretended Credi- 
tors, who ſuppoſing he ſhould ſerve her the better there, 
where he had a great intereſt, made her remove it to 
Paris, where he did all his buſineſs. I was ſo far from 
deing ſorry for this, that they could not have pleas 
me better, haying perhaps as many Friends there as he 
and hop they would not abandon me in a Cauſe {i 
very juſt. In ſhort, every one proffer d me his ſervice 
and. [ that had always hated Law Suits above all things 
carry d this on with ſo much vigour, that I minded no 
thing elſe. When I think of this ſometimes, I wonde 
what it was wrought ſo great a change in me, unleſ 
it was, that my Mother having on all occafions exaſ 


perated me, I was very willing to have my turm in 
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the mean time however, the Cauſe was againſt me, and 
every one told me when ir came to a hearing I ſhould 
be caſt, unleſs I could produce ſome Deeds to make 
out the Cheat I pretended was put upon me. I had 
brought the Contracts of my two Aunts, whereby it 
appear d they had receiv d fifty thouſand Franks, and 
that 'twas likely my Father had a great deal more, be. 
cauſe we liv'd in a Country where twas the cuſtom to 
be favourable to the Male Children; but the Lawyers 
laught at this, and told me, that in matters of Law 
they did not uſe to judge by ſuppoſition. 

[ was to be ſure ſtrangely embarraſt at this ſort of - 
diſcourſe, and ſaw my felt at the point to be caſt for the 
Charges; when a certain Councellor of the great Cham- 
ber ſent to me to tell me, that if I would promiſe to 
marty his Daughter, he would engage I ſhould carry 
my Cauſe.. I askt of the Meſſenger who this Coun: 
cellor was, but he told me he was not to tell me, unleſs | 
[accepted the propoſition; but that as ſoon as I had gi- 
den my word, I ſhould ſee both my Father-in-law and 
bis Daughter. I reply d, that folks did not uſe to mar- 
ty they Know not who, and before I promis d any thing 
[ſhould be very willing to know who 1 had to do with; 
that in the firſt place, the propoſition ſeem'd a little 
freakiſh, or to ſpeak ſeriouſſy, it ſeem'd to come from 


* [ Man that was not very ſcrupulous; that my Father: in- 


lay pretended belike to ſell me Juſtice, fince it might 
chance I ſhould buy it with the loſs of my Liberty, and 
perhaps of my Honour; and in the ſecond place, this 
caution he us d to ger my promiſe, before I ſhould be 
ſuffer'd to know him, lookt as if he had no great con: 
dence of his own Reputation; that I could not ima: 
zin who it ſhould be, and could gueſs but two or thre 
Perſons whom I would not name; but if it was any o 


of them, Idefy d them, and would rather run the haz2':! - 
of being miſerable all my life, than to buy my Eſta: 
i vith fo diſhonourable a Match. The Man let me go 
on without the leaſt interruption, till h; had quite dope, 
1 8 44, o 


226 Memoirs of the | 
and then ſhrugging up his Shoulders, he told me, 
this diſcourſe from a Man of twenty years old would 
be well enough, but for one that had ſeen almoſt fifty, 
*rwas an inexcuſable folly, that I call'd it then ſelling 
ol Juſtice; that he would help me with his credit and 
intereſt ; what obligation had a Man to prefer my in- 
tereſt befcre my Mother-in-law's, who in all appear: 
ance had the right on her fide ; that thoſe Gentlemen 
who I talkt ſo ſcandalouſly of, were at the ſame time 
the chief Men in the Parliament; that all Perſons were 
at their beck, and that it I ſhould have fo little Wit 
and ſo much Boldneſs, to offer them any ill language, 
I ſhould certainly loſe my Cauſe, which if I ſhould 
be ſo much a Fool to do, I ſhould ſoon alſo be made 
to pay the Coſts; and that if he ſhould hear the News, 
that all this was come to paſs, he ſhould be the firſtto 
ay I was ſerv'd as I deſervd, 

I. confeſs I was ſenſibly touch'd with this threat, 
and endeavouring in my ſelf to excuſe the proceedings 
of this pretended Father - in- law, I told the Meſſenget, 
perhaps he was not ſo much to be reflected on as | 
- Imagin'd ; that perhaps the methods he would uſe to 
aſſiſt me, might be only Intereſts, not unjuft ; that 
a Men as they ſaw further into a Cauſe than other 
People, and doubtleſs it was upon that ſcore, that he 
Yretended to be able to help me in mine; on the other 


nd, *twas not ſo ſtrange. he ſhould demand for his 


recompence, that I ſhould marry his Daughter, for tis 
Hair every Man ſhould ask what wages he pleaſes fot 
his pains; that in this ns to ſay the truth, *rwould 
not be my giving his. Daughter a Portion, but his 
Daughter giving me an Eſtate, fince without her I was 
Jakks going not to be worth a Groat. In ſhort, to 
' Tay. the truth, the averſion I had for my Mother in-law 
reconcil'd me to all the difficulties of this affair, more 
than thought 'twas poſſible for me; ſo I told the Man 
I would venture, provided my Father-in-law that was 

to be, was not Moakieus Genoz, and that the Woman 
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that he did to ſome very honeſt Gentlemen of my ac- 


ter, fot ne marry'd her to Monſieur Montigni, Son to 
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was not infamous. I had an implacable enmity in my 
mind againſt Monſieur Genou, for a piece of Injuſtice 


uaintance, which I could not forgive him; and he run 
0 much in my Head for a notorious Fellow, I would be 
ſure to avoid, that it put others out of my memory, who 
were every jot as bad as himſelf. The Man taking it for 
granted the buſineſs was done, names to me Monſieur 
de Cande, who was ſuch another Villain as Genou, if 
not a worſe, the very name made me ery out as it ſome 
ſudden diſaſter had ſurpriz'd me: TheFellow perceiy- 
ing his miſtake, and that no good was like to come on 
it, bid me to have a care what I did, that the loſs of my 
Suit at Law er. upon my managing this affair, 
that the young Lady was a diſcreet Perſon, and agree- 
able enough; that to refuſe it now would make her 
Father outrageous, and he would certainly be my Ene. 
my, and ſo Imight only thank my ſelf, if my Cauſe miſ- 
carry'd. Ireply d, the thing muſt be as it pleas'd God, 
url could never conſent to be Son- in- law to Monſieur 
de Canae; that he might indeed make me loſe my Suit, 
without blackening his Conſcience, ſince he had been 
pullty before of ſo many Villanies, as had already 

ought it to the colour of the Chimney; that I could 
not byt wonder he had not found the means of marrying 
his Daughter, who by this time began to grow ſomething 
ſtalez ſince without doubt he had many ſuch affairs as 
mine in his way; and might find ſome Client or other 
to make a Cully of, bur it would not paſs upon me. 

I faid too much indeed, confidering 1 had a Suit 
depending, and that he was one of the Judges, and 
elpecially before a Perſon he particularly employ'd in 
ſuch under-hand praQtices z who having given him an 
exact arconnt of what I had ſaid, my Mother-in-Law 
terſelf did not ſollicit her Cauſe, with ſo much eaper- 
neſs againſt me in publick, as he did in private. How- 
ever, twastokis advantage that I refus d his Daugh- 
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the Governour of Diep, who was richer than I ſhould 
have been, it I had recover d my Eſtate; and this coft 
him nothing, but doing a little injuſtice for him, juſt 
as he offer d to me. N 
However, I never repented that this Gentleman car- 
2 away the Prize, for ſhe wears the Breeches man. 
ully, and all chat her Husband can do to ſhew that he 
is Lord and Maſter, is, that when he pleaſes he will 
go to Chartres and get drunk, becauſe ſhe won't ſuffer 
him to have a drop of Wine at home. I ſuppoſe ! 
may be allowed to mention this ſtory, that reflects on 
his Son in law, becauſe I have ſo much reaſon to hate 
the Father. In ſhort, he was the occaſion that about 
a fortnight after I loſt my Cauſe, and was condemn d 
to pay the Charges, and fince that I have not had an 
Enemy has done me half the miſchief which he has 
endeavour'd to do. Ry 
The Charges amounted to a huge ſumm, and my 
Mother-in-law, who had no thoughts of favouring me, 
took out Execution againſt me, at the perſwaſion of 
Monſieur de Canae, and clapt me into Priſon, at the time 
When I leaſt of all expected it; The ſumm was no leſs 
than two thoufand Livres, and Money being very ſcarce 
then, as well as now, I could meet with never a Friend 
would help me to ſuch a ſumm: However, abundance 
of them came to ſee me, and exclaim'd with me at the 
ingratitude of this Woman, but that was a ſmall relief 
to me, ſo I was forc d to take it as patiently as I could: 
1 found in the Priſon a great many honeſt Gentlemen, 
whoſe misfortunes had brought them into the ſamecon- 
dition, but they were not ſo much concern'd at their af. 
flictions, as I was at mine, for I ſaw them ſeek all man- 


ner of ways to divert themſelves, as if they had beenat 


Liberty; but not being of their humour, I ſpent my time 
in curſing of my Judges, and railing at the times, in 
vrhich there was ſo little Juſtice to be had; and there 
being Spies there, as well as in other places, they in- 
ferm d againſt me; fo from a Debtor, I was made by; 
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minal, and was carried away to Pierre Enciſe. I was a 
long time before I could gueſs what they were going ww 
do with me, and what I had done to deſerve this ſort 
of uſage; but recolleAing that I had ſpoken a little too 
freely of a certain Miniſter, I troubled my ſelf no fur- 
ther for a cauſe of my removal ; but the Crime bein 
of no great conſequence, they gave me liberty to walk 
abroad. The other Priſoners ſeeing a new Comer, were 
very eager to hear my ſtory ; I made no difficulty of 
telling them all the particulars, and Peg my Inno · 
cence, but I found this was ſo common a Tale in ſuch 
aplace, that they were all as innocent, as by their own 
accounts. Among the reſt I found the Marquis de Feſne, 
whom I had known well enough to give himmore par- 
ticular reſpect than the others, and on that account I 
told him my caſe ingenuouſſy, and askt his advice what 
courſe I ſhould take to make ſatisfaction for my im · 
ptudence; he told me, he knew not what to adviſe me 
to, in ſo nice an affair, and that he ſtood in as much 


need himſelf, his misfortune coming from a like cauſe : 


He ſurpriz d me in ſaying fo, having always been told 
'twas for endeavouring to ſell away his Wife to ſome 
Pyrates, and I could not forbear telling him whatl had 


- heard; heanſwer'd, that ſince had been ſo ill inform d, 


he would acquaint me in a few words, with his true 
Hiſtory. Having no great matter of buſineſs in ſuch a 
place, I was as willing to hear this adventure, knowing 
it muſt be extraordinary, as he could be to relate it; 
ſo we ſat down on a Bank, upon the Platform where 
we was walking, and he told me, That before he was 
married, he was paſſionately in love with her, who was 
now his Wife, that tho *rwas his conſtant maxim, that 
Daughters took always after their Mothers, and that he 


knew well enough what was the manner of ber Mother, 
yet in ſpite of his own notions, he was ſuch a Fool to 
fall into the ſnare , and after having try'd all noſtble 


means to enjoy her, and finding them ineffectual but by 
marrying her, reſolv'd to ſatisfie his inclination at any 
4 <8 | rates 
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rate ; ſo he ask d her Mothers conſent, which the old 
Woman, not caring to part with her Money, had refus d 
| him; that this repulſe had but increaſed their paſſion 
= on both ſides, ſo that they reſolv'd they would do it 
without her; upon which he had taken her away, and 
having got a Prieſt ready to marry them, this oblig d 
the old Gentlewoman to give her conſent; that upon 
this he thought himſelf the happieſt Man in the World, 
But this happineſs laſted no longer than three months, 
when Monſieur de Ecai/l:, his Brother, fell in love with 
his Wife, andſhe with him, and that they manag d this 
with ſo little prudence, that he cou'd not but perceive 
it preſently, and was ſo entag'd at it, that he was ſeve 
ral times tempted to diſpatch em both; but confidering 
what a noiſe tuch'an af tion would make in the World, 
he thought of ſome other method, and the more, be- 
cauſe, as falſeas ſhe was, he cu'd not bring himſelf to 
that degree of hatred againſt his Wife; but having not 
the ſame tenderneſs for his Brother, refolv'd to fight 
_ Kim, upon, pretence of ſome Eſtate that was to be 
divided, and about which they had formerly had ſome 
words, and to urge him to it, he had frequently taken 
occaſion to diſcourſe about that concern; but the 
love he had privately for his Wife, caus d him to take 
all the reproaches he made him without any reply. It 
* madded him ſo much the more to ſee his Brothers 
olicy, in ayoiding all occaſions of quarrel, and he was 
oth to fight him without ſome apparent cauſe; but a 
circumſtance which he happen d to be an Eye · witneſs 
to, made him change his deſign of fighting him, into a 
reſolution of diſpatching him by a ſurer way; for one 
day coming unexpectedly into her Chamber, he had ſur 
priz d them in the fact, and before he entred the Room 
had overheard them plotting together to aſſaſſinate him; 
that his Brother ſeeing him coming in, made as if he 
had been only toy ing with her, and he on his part made 
2s if he believ'd it, that he might not give them any 
cauſpof miſtruſt; and fo they F 
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without any words of the matter, but with the more 
reſentment in their Hearts: For, in ſhort, he for his parc 
had appointed one of his Servants whom he knew he 
could truſt, to ſhoot him as he was a Hunting and his 
Brother at the ſame time, had hir'd ſome Soldiers to 
do as much for him. However, it fell out ſo, that nei. 
ther part was perform'd, and yet the deſign on both 


fides became publick, and made a great noiſe in the 


World, His Servant in particular had taken ſuch groſs 
meaſures, that he had as good have betray'd his Maſter, 
for he made him be 1 N and that perfectly loſt 
him the favour of the King, and alſo was taken to be 


done upon account of private intereſt, and not from his 


ealouſie; that after this his Brother 4 im x0 oppor- 
unity as formerly with his Wife, and ſhe being not of 
an inclination to be content without a Gallant, e en er- 
tertain d them where ſhe could find them, according to 
the cuſtom of her Family; that among others ſhe hap- 


pen d upon one who was a Perſon of great Credit at 


Court, who being in his young Blood, gave himſelf up 
to his pleaſures, tho at the ſame time, he had great 
kmployments in the State. He told me, that their be- 
haviour was alſo ſo notorious, that he could not refrain 
taking notice of it, and reflecting upon the Perſon, 
which ſoon came to his Ears, and there began his ruin. 
The Perſon however deferr'd his Revenge, becauſe the 
World would ſay, *twas too hard to kiſs the Wife, 


and quarrel with the Husband ; and waited only for 
an opportunity, which he was not long without. De 
Freſne could not bear the mocks and reproaches he met 


with in all Companies on this occaſion, and therefore 
reſolv'd when this Courtier ſhould be abſent, he would 
take an opportunity to convey his Wife away. To 
ent all ſuſpicion of this, he made as if he would 
reconcil'd to her, and became ſo kind to her, that 
ſhe was perfectly deluded, and was as forward for go- 
ing as he; finding her in ſo good a humour, he took 
her at her word, and taking the Road to Lyons, be 
| Q 4 carry d 
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carry d her into Provence, with a deſign to have ſhipt 
her on board ſome of the Levant Pyrates, and ſo to 
have ſold her, having bargain'd with a Captain of ſuch 
a Veſſel for chat purpoſe: But he had been ſo unfor- 
xunate, this his Wife had eſcap'd as it were by a Mira- 
cle, and that, inſtead of ridding himſelf of a Whore, 


he nad got the name of a Villain, and a Raſcal, for at. 


termpcing it; upon which her Gallant, who, as has been 
{aid, waited for a pretence to ruin him, has laid hold of 
this, and had effectually lodg'd him in that place, which 


was hardly ſo grievous to him as the Scandal; that 


his Wife having procur'd a Merchant to furniſh her 
with Money to carry her back to Paris, ſhe had been ſo 
baſe; as to force him to go to Law with her for it, be- 
fore ſhe would reimburſe, and this came before the 


Parliament, where the ſaid Merchant was oblig'd to 
tell the whole ſtory, to ſet forth the neceſſity ſhe was 


in of the Money, and to aggravate the ingratirude of 
it; for indeed he had a great deal of reaſon to complain 
of her uſage, after having done her ſuch a remarkable 


- kindneſs; and tho, as he told me, he ow'd this Mer. 


chant a great deal of ill will, for not leaving his Wife 
where he found her, yet he could not bur acknow- 
ledge, ſhe was very ungrateful to cheat him of his 
Money, upon prerence, as ſhe pleaded, that ſhe was 
under the Covert of a Husband, and ſo had no power 
to make an Obligation. 5 2.41 7 
Tho I knew a great part of this Hiſtory before, yet 
I would not interrupt him; and he told me ſome 
circumſtances that I did not know before, as that he 
Wies Gallant 
This ſtory. made me reflect on my conditlon, as 
not altogether ſo unhappy as ſome Perſons, ſince I had 


never been marry'd; and gave me ſo great an averſion 


to that Sex, that I made a Vow never to have to do 
with any cf them. I liv'd three years in this Pierre 
Enciſe, without ſo much as hearing either of Friend 
or Foe, and believing my ſelf confin d for time of Life, 
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1 grew ſo melancholy, and it ſo alter'd me, that Peo- 
ple did not know me; and the more I reflected upon 
muy miſery, the more it afflicted me: Sometimes cal- 
ling to mind my old Maſter, the Cardinal de Richlieu, 
I wore paſſionately bewail'd that lois, than ever Lover 
did that of his Miſtreſs. In ſhort, havjng paſt my 
mme in this condition, with how much ſatisfaction 
Jou may eaſily imagine, the Archbiſhop of Lyons, 
tother to the Mareſchal de Villeroy, who afted as 
Lieutenant of the Province, ſent me word, that I 
might go abroad when I pleas'd, for his Majeſty had 
iven me the bounds of the City only for my Pri ſon; 
= him my thanks, as if the favour had come 
immediately from himſelf, and he was vain endu 
to accept my Complement, as if it had been his due. 
bad been maintain'd at the King's charge all the 
while I continu'd at Pierre Enciſe, and by that means 
had a little Arrears of my Rent due to me, with which 
I made a ſhift to pay my Mother - in- law, and had a 
litle in my Pocket; and now I began to reſolve upon 
being a good Husband, ſeeing to what I had been ex- 


tc Wl posd for want of two hundred Piſtoles, to pay thoſe 
n- Wl pitiful Charges. But whatever Reſolutions a Man 
js 


may make, it is impoſſible to avoid one's Deſtiny. 
The Archbiſhop having taken me with him a Huntin 
er to his] Houſe at Nis, which he had lately call'd 
WE Niewvi/l:, notwithſtanding he had told me, Iſhould not 
et Ml go out of the City; when we came back we muſt needs 
me go to play, and my Complaiſance there coſt me all the 
he Wl Money I had in the World: Being in a rage at ſuch a 
nt. mis fortune, it made me reflect upon the Life of this Man, 
as ll whoſe Practice was ſo wide of his Profeſſion. Indeed 
aad WW he was a Military Archbiſhop, and was ſurrounded 
100 witch Guards, inſtead of Prieſts; following the Stag atrhe 
heels of fifty couple of Hounds, rather than following 
172 I Croſs; making good Cheer, inſtead of Faſting; boalt. 
end I ing of, and magnitying the Grandeurs of the Court, ra- 
5 ther than praQifing, or preaching Humility; 15 in 
. | art, 
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ſhort, he govern'd the City of Lyons at ſucha rate, tha 
he ſeem'd rather a Tyrant than an Archbiſhop, 5 ſm 
before my Eyes a thing no leſs ſtrange than true: He 
would ſend-every now and then for the Magiſtrates of 
the Town, upon pretence of having receiv'd ſome Or. 
ders from Cqurt; and if he told them, that his Bro. 
ther the Mareſchal had ſent him word he had loſt x 
ſumm of Money, they durſt do no leſs than make hin 
2 Preſent of as much the next morning ; this was the 
ice of his protection, and this coſt me, as well a; 
others, who had Demands upon the Bank, one quarter 
— my Rent; for having thus exhauſted the Town 
y this fort of Contribution, if 1 may be allow'd that 
term, hewasoblig'd to ſollicit a Warrant from the Coun - 
cil, which reduc d the Rents to three quarters the value, 
: Having loſt all my'Money, the Archbiſhop ſent me 
word, he had orders from Court to diſcharge me; ſo 
I was at my liberty: to go whither I pleas'd ; this was 
the unhappieſt piece of good News tome that could he, 
now I might go about my bufineſs, I had no Money 
left; ſo I was fain to continue in my old quarters till 
I had recruited a little, and paſsd away my time there 
as well as : _ '1 _ . e with 
abundance of Strangers, for my Lodging being at a 
publick Houſe, and that City ſtandin Fa = very 
great Road into-many Provinces, we had new Faces 
came every day to quarter there as they travell'd, and 
their ſort of Converſation I found very diverting ; and 
that fora Man who had no great, but a ſhort allow: 
ance, ſuch a ſort of life was not very diſagreeable: 
Among the reſt, there came to lodge there one Mon: 
fieur St Sylveſtre, an Officer of ſome Note in the Ar 
my, I did not know him, but his humour, as well as 
mine, being free and eaſy to be acquainted, we ſoon 
fell into Company together; he came from his Regi- 
ment, which 1 think was quarter d in Garriſons io 
Franche Comte; and having fallen into the Company 
of a Gentleman of that City, call'd Servietes, (Fathet 
"7M / 0 
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to him who has the fine Cabinet) this Gentleman came 
to him to invite him to Supper; St Sylveſtre asking 
him leave to bring me along with him, he was too 
nuch a Gentleman to refuſe ; and I went freely. After 
Supper he askt us if we would play a Game at Tric. 
Trac , I took him at firſt word, being pretty well 
xcquainted with that Game. We play d but for half 
\Hſtole an end, and Fortune ſtood 1o neuter amo 

ws, that we play d above four hours before any one ot 
w had loſt a whole one, and they both crying out we 
muſt not part ſo, truly we play'd on till eight a clock 


w have won a hundred Piſtoles; the Cornet bei 
quite overcome with ſleep, told me, he demande 
quarter, for he could hold up no longer: I told him, 
It was for him to order that as he pleas d; for that 


io 1 had every jot as much an inclination to ſleep as 
A | I would not leave off firſt, becauſe I had gain d; 
> (Wo that being both agreed we left off play, under an 
gement to 2 it again after dinner; ſo we lay 
f down on the Bed, and having ſlept about four or five 


hours, they brought us ſome Soup, and then we went 
to play more vigorouſly than before, and Fortune conti 


confidering he could never recover ſo great a fi 
Achat we ſhould be likely to play all night again, he 
(&fird me to play him three hundred Piſtoles a Set for 
three times running: I agreed to it immediately, and 
von the two firſt currently, but then Fortune turni 
upon me, I loſt two more as quick; ſo that being} 


Ides playing with more caution; but I had the 
itoles, which was all I had left, and ſo we gave over 
play. This was no inconſiderable ſumm for the ſmall 


ne we began at, nevertheleſs he had once loſt eight 


o dangerous as play. 


the next morning, and by that time I had the good luck 


wing to favour me, I won five hundred Piſtoles; atlaſt, 


mhere we began, we agreed to our three Sets again; 
theſe Games were more tedious than the other, both 


worſt of it at laſt, ſo that I was come to two hundred 


kundred Piſtoles, by which we may ſee there is * ö 
ä - This 
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This comforted me for my loſs with the Archbiſhop, 
and having got Money enough to ny me to Paris, | 
took my leave of him. It was a good while before! 
durſt ſhow my ſelf at Court, for I took it for granted. 
ſhould not be lookt upon very well, after this laſt affair 
of mine. Indeed we were got into an Age, whe e the 
Miniſters L. as much Reverence as if they had 
been petty Gods, and tho they could pretend to no more 
Merit than uſual, yet they pretended to make private 
Gentlemen ſhow them as much reſpect, as Princes of the 
Blood: I went nevertheleſs to vifit Mr de Suremm, 
who I knew carryed himſelf after another manner for 
as he came of a better Family than any of themcoulf 
pretend to, ſo he was much the more courteous ant 
affable. I had the honour to know him at Cardin; 
Richlieu's, and had ſeen him ſeveral times ſince that 
he receiv'd me indeed with all that Civility which is 
ſo natural to him, and telling me that he was bettet 
pleas'd to ſee me there than at Pierre Enciſe, askdm 
the particulars of that affair; I told him I had a grea 
deal of trouble in it indeed: That the Cardinal ha 
done by me as theApe does by her young ones; for h 
loving me too much, he had been the cauſe of the mi 
of my Fortune; for if he had left me to follow thi 
Profeſſion of Arms which I had choſen, I had in al 
probability been in a better condition; that the W; 
was my Inclination, and that he had made me fal 
into it again under Cardinal Mazarin; that Fortun 
had however ſeem'd to croſs my Undertakings, yet 
Was reſolv'd to try her again; that on the other hand 
T was now of an age which ſeem'd more to requit 
Eaſe than a new Apprenticeſhip ;. yet I could not bu 
tell him, if he had occafion for an old Aid du Can 
or ſome ſuch thing, I ſhould think my ſelf very we 
accommodated , that my young blood was ſufficient! 
temper'd by my afflictions, he need nor be afraid I ſhoul 
tuine things by my rathneſs; that I thankt God m 
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mind was ſtay d and ſettled now; and yet when I was 
ance a Horſeback, I was as capable of undertaking the 
farigues of the War, as if I was at five and twenty, 
which he ſhould find if he pleas'd to make uſe of me. 
made him laugh with the manner in which I offer 
tim my ſervice; and taking me atmy word, he told me, 
he would appoint me a Comrade, who tho he was not 
o old as I, ſhould have no need of Inſtructions; he 
meant one C/odore, who had been Captain in an old 
Regiment, and was one that I knew very well, which 
pleas d me ſo much the better. This Man, tho he was 
jery well known for his merits in ſeveral occafions, yet 
he was more known by ſomething elſe, not ſomuch to 
tis advantage; he had the misfortune to have a Jiltto 
his Wife, and one time as he was coming from the Ar- 
my, one of his Friends having oblig d him to bear him 
company to a Houſe of ill repute, his Wife, who in his 
abſence took occaſion to divert her ſelf that way, hap- 
pen d to be one of the Perſons produc d for their Enter- 
tinment. You may judge how diſturbing an Adventure 
of this nature muſt be to a Man of his Spirit; hedid 
dot only handle her very roughly upon the place, but 
ſcur'd her, and put her into a Convent; and yet quickly 
mier, by a ſurprizing turn of his Reſolution, eſpecially 
for one who had always been lookt upon for a Man of 
Honour, he chang'd his mind, took her back again, and 
now actually lives with her. This had been a great 
Diſadvantage to him, for he was extremely banter d for 
tamong the Soldiers; ſo that if I had been a marry'd 
Man, I ſhould not have car d to have join'd with him, 
for fear they ſhould have ſaid we were Comrades in 
erery thing; he was overJoy d, as he ſaid, to ſee that 
| would ſerve again; ſo we prepard our Equipage 
together, in order to make the Campaign in Holland, 
which prov'd ſo glorious. 
Since the King had been marry'd we had ſeveral 
bort Campaigns on every ſide, but the Forces of the - 
W Kingdom were never all of thememploy'd, except it 
| | | were 


make ſeveral Knights of the Ordet, the Prince of Conde 
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were of Lyle; the King had never engag d any 
Comm. .c. ot great Reputation in thoſe little Exye. 
diric:.: „chat ihe'r failures made thoſe great Men to 
be the m eeſteem'd. But having now to do wich the 
moſt flouriſhing Republick, and whoſe Wealth went 
2 moſt of the greateſt Monarchs, he made choice 
of the two greateſt Captains of Chriſtendom, the Prince 
of Conde, and the Mareſchal de Turenue. The Prince 
of Conde undertook this charge with a great deal of 
Latisfaction, having receiv'd ſeveral Mortifications fince 
His return 15 the Spaniſh intereſt ; for except it wy 
in the year 1668, when they made uſe of him for the 
Conqueſt of the Franche Comte, they made no Eſtee 
of him; and this great Employment happen'd to him, 
more from the Marquis de Lovoy's N of the Vil. 
count de*Tyrenne, than any reſpe to the Prince, not. 
withſtanding all the great Actions he had done, The 
occaſion of this Jealouſy in the Marquis de Lowygs 
was, that wp, the Campaign of Liſſe, he thought 
the Viſcount had the King's Ear to his prejudice ; au 
ſo fo remove this great Man he broughr the other into 
play, who had been, as it were, contin'd to his Houſe 
at Chantill;, and had receiv'd ſeveral affronts. Indeed 
this was to be taken notice of, that when the King 
ſent ſome Troops into Hungary, the command of them 
was given to his Couſin, the Count de Co/igny, only to 
ſpight him, becauſe they two were at Enmity, and be. 
cauſe every body does not know this Circumſtance, it 

| = not be improper to relate it. 2 
In the year 1660, as I take it, the King being to 
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had the Nomination of one, and the Count de Coly: 
m made no queſtion but he ſhould be the Man, bei 
cauſe of the many obligations that Prince had to him; 
or at leaſt it ſhould have been the Duke of Luxemburg, 
who was then call d the Count de Bouteville; and in. 
deed twas thought the Prince would certainly have pre: 
ferr'd one of thoſe two, as well upon the * - 
9 3 rd 


Count de Rochefort. 239 
their quality, as that they both belong d to him; but 
te having nam'd his Favourite Guitaut to that Honour, 
ss it were over their Heads, the Count de Caligny was 
toll fo ſeandaliz'd at it, that he went to him immediately, 
ie 2nd threw up his Commiſſion of Captain Lieutenant of 
nM tis Gens d. Arms, and at the ſame time told him, that 
ce he did not deſerve what he had done for him; that he 
had left one of the beſt Offices in the King's Houſhold 
v follow his fortune; and in return of all, he had 
preferr d before him a Man that he could not ſo much 
25 call a Gentleman; that he had Children, and if 
ger he ſhould live to ſee them grow up, he would 
ſooner Piſtol them with his own Hand, than they 
ſhould ever engage in any ſervice but the King's. *Twas 
the Prince of Condes Character, that he was not the 
noſt patient Man in the World, but whether *twas that 
he conſider d that he had wrong d the Count, or that he 
was willing to regain him by any means, he treated 
him very civilly, and told him he had no reaſon to be 
in ſuch a Paſſion 3 fince if he had nam'd Guitaut, in 
prejudice of the Duke of Luxemburg and himſelf, twas 
becauſe he beliey'd their quality would, ſome time or 
ather, procure it for themſelves, which Guitaut could 
not hope for from the meanneſs of his; that if he had 
known they would have taken it ſo ill, he ſhould per. 
haps take other meaſures ; that they ſhould therefore 
be fatisfy'd, and it ſhould be no fault of his, if they 
WM were not better pleas d for the future. Tho this was 
Ma great deal to come from the Prince of Conde, who 
lid not uſe to be ſo complaiſanr, yet the Count de 
(igny withdrew from him in a paſſion, and was far 
nde enough from any reconciliation. oils 
This was the chief reaſon, as I noted before, for 
de' dich they gave him the command of the Troops that 
umi vere ſent into Hungary; which fo madded the Prince 
#20! Conde, that if he had not retird to Qantilli, where 
in. be had leiſure to give vent to his pa he had cer- 
Pre. uinly dy'd with the Grief of it: Here he continu'd a 
hes „ | * 
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long time, under pretence of being troubled with the 

out. i | 
But when the King ſaw himſelf entring upon a dan. 
gerous War, he vere th his carriage to him, and treat. 
ed him with all the Careſſes imaginable ; and ſhutting 
up himſelf in the Cabiner with him and the Viſcount 
de Turenne, he ſpent ſeveral whole days with thoſe 
two great Men, to take his meaſures for the enſuing 
War from their known Experience: I ſhall nor take 
upon me to relate the ſucceſs of that Campaign, it 
would be too affected for Memoirs; befides, the whole 
World is full with the remarkable Hiftory of it: Only 
this I ſhall ſay, that the Enemy being at a diſtance, we 
took our own time, and made bur very flow tootſteps 
at / the beginning of this War. The Viſcount de Trennt, 
who foreſaw what would happen, told the King, 
that *twould not be always thus, and that if he did not 
proceed more vigorouſly, he would find himſelf in an 
error. The King had a great confidence in Monſieur 
de Turenne; but the Marquis de Louvois, who to ſpeak 
| pony; had indeed the direction of the Army, had no 
doner diſcours d the King about it; but his Majeſty 
uitealrerd his mind; ſo that Txrenne finding he could 
o nothing with the King by his advices, having not the 
good fortune to be believ d, let chem take their own 
courſe without troubling himſelf ahour them. In the 
mean time, I had my Office of Aid du Camp, which was 
eaſy enough to me; and when I thought leaſt of it, they 
were pleas'd to change my quality, and miſtake me for 
a General, coming to me for Certificates: Jhe Duke 
de Longueville had a great many Gentlemen in his Re- 
tinue, and amongſt the reft the Chevalier de Mon- 
chevreuil, Brother to him who is now Collonel of the 
King's Regiment; he was a very compleat Gentleman, I, 
and had been very fortunate with the Ladies; for tha I; 
Duke's Mother loy'd himat that rate, that one day when 

he came back from the Army, ſhe her ſelf helpt to pull 
eff his Boots, which was ſuppos d to he, that he * 
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the ſooner be ready to ſerve her in another way; beſides 
* Wl this, he was very much in the favour of ſeveral other 
Ladies; inſomuch, that if he had not ruined himſelf 
y Gaming, he might have been in a very good condi- 
tion; but he would play away all that ever came near 
him, whether twas his own or no; and one time he 
loſt all the Advance Money of the Regiment of Nor- 
nandy, which was put into his hands for Recruits, He 
had often practis d rheſe tricks, ſo that he had not only 
þft his Reputation, but in ſome meaſure his Sences; 
for he ſaw himſelf reduce d at laſt to ſuch extremities 
that even diſtracted him; yet for all this he could not 
leave off Play. He was no ſooner gotten into Holland 
but he began afreſh, and his old ill fortune continuing, 
he loſt every-penny he had; which bringing his old 
diſtemper upon him, he became perfectly mad, and a 
Fever ſeizing him with ir, in a fewdayscarry'd him out 
of the world. The Duke, his Maſter, did not ſurvive 
him long, for getting ſome Wine in his Head, in the 
Prince of Conde's 4 >, Juſt before he paſt the Rhine. 
be made that fooliſh ſtep which coſt his own life, and 
the lives of a great many brave Gentlemen, There 
being but a little time between both their Deaths, the 
Relations of the Chevalier de Monchevreuitrcame to 
me to defire me to write to my Acquaintance in their 
Country, that hedy'd for Griet at the loſs of ſo yu a 
Maſter. was a very pleaſant N when L knew 
that they carry d him to Nuits the day after we entred 
Wineberg, which was at leaſt four or five days before 
we paſt the Rhine; but feigning my ſelf ignorant, I told 
dem I would do fo to oblige them, tho I had been in- 
borm'd that he was fick before, I could not imagin 
what ſhould make them defire rhis piece of ſervice of 
me, except it was, that they had a mind to conceal the 
ature of his Death, to avoid a blemiſh upon the Fa- 
uu; but they had another Reaſon, for he 2 
dlay'd away a great many people's Money, they had 
Uher- make them * had receiv'd it ann |: 
3 ter 
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after his Death, than that he dy'd for Grief at the 


*twas of no great conſequence; and on the other hand, 


this enviouſly to leſſen his quality, if you will but con 
latter; and if it ever ſhould come to paſs, that I fhoul: 


Neighbours to Nor manch, and Normandy is famous fo 
Treachery, they did their utmoſt to ruin me; andi 
Madam de Mainte non had been in as much favour : 


. beſt I could have hop d for, had been to have ſpe 
my life in the Baſtile; but to my great good fortun 


it was, I never ſought to diſabuſe them, but raking; 
not a word of notice, either good or bad, I let then 
alone to do their worſt. 


and, and having paſt the Rhine, we came to the 1y/c 


loſing of it; and after all, twas a fineneſs that I could 
never underſtand, for let it be which way twould, 


they might be ſure to expect that thoſe Perſons would 
demand their Money; but the eldeſt >on's Eftate was 
entail'd, who was the only Perſon they could expe it 
of; and if Madam de Maixtenon .had;delay'd much 
longer to take care of that Family, they had been ſofar 
from paying Debts, that they had been ieduc d into 
very bad Circumſtances. I can't be thought to ſpeal 


fider what I have ſaid of my ſelf, they may ſee I do not 


be as rich as the greateſt, I ſhould never be for boaſting 
of it. I did not indeed enquire of thoſe Genrlemer 
what their end was, butthoſe People to whom I wrote 
wonder'd what the meaning of ir ſhould be; for com 
ing preſently after to underſtand that he dy d diſtrafted 
His Relations immediately concluded that I was the 
Cuſe of it, and upon that account ow'd me all the ill 
will poſſible ; however not one of them had the impu 
dence to charge me with it; but as they were neat 


ſhe is now, they might eaſily have done it, and thi 


her credit was not ſo gteat at that time, and ſo all the 
could do was to make Grimaces at me. The truth 


In the mean time our. Army gain d ground in Zo 


and paſſing alſo that River, laid Siege to Dot cboun 
The Duke de Orleans, the King's Brother, * th 
N' Army 
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Army, and his Birth requiring that he ſhould have the 
principal command next to his Majeſty, he march d on 
dne fide the River, and the King on the other. He had 
nothing of the Air and Mein of the King; as muchas 
one was majeſtick, ſo much the other had of meanneſs 
in his Countenance, and in his Manners ; he had the 
A ar looks of 'a Woman, and painted like the Sex, 
which he did; becauſe twas ſaid he had a Tetter upon 
'his Cheek, and he would have been very much dis- 
fgur d without it, which might be; but if he was ex - 
cuſable on that account, yet he was inexcuſable in 
another, for he wore a Cornet in Bed, like a Woman, 
inſtead of a Night Cap, not forgztting a Scarlet Knot, 
and a Ribbond of the ſame to tye i under his Chin. 
Tis true, he was ſo aſham'd of it himſelf, that he 
would make all withdraw when he wont to put ir on; 
but as always there was ſome Valet, or ſome Favou- 
rite, that had acceſs to him, the ſtory became ſo pub- 
lick over Paris, that all People knew ir, and *tw 
neceſſary he ſhoutd be very brave to have all theſe 
tailings, and yet pleaſe the French, who are very nice 
and cenſorious; but indeed he wanted not that quality, 
for he who avoided the Sun, for fear of his Complexi- 
on, would at the ſame time expoſe himſelf to Fire, 
fearleſs of Death. In ſhort, he laid hold of all occa- 
ons to ſignalize himſelf, which was not very pleaſing 
Js his Favourite the Chevalier de Lorrain, not fo 
much out of tenderneſs of his Maſter, as of that ſhare 
le was obliged to take in the danger; for tho he had. 
Kquir'd ſome reputation at Sea, ſome years fince, 
„wen the Count + Guiche and another, they ventur d 
Win a ſmall Shallop to burn a grearShipof.the Enemies, 
they will have it, that he did it rather by the TRE 
ment of others, W any inclination he had to ſuc! 
ions: This waMomerhing ſtrange for one, that was 
Jon to one of the greateſt Captains, and one of the 
; braveſt Souldiers we have had a great while; this 
Wade me believe, that 1 7 reports ſpread oy of 
121 2 | 1 
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„made Under. Lieutenant in Cardinal Mazarine's Com- 
u pany of Muſqueteers. The Cardinal dying, the King 
— that Company, which was then called ler Perits 

0 Mazſguet airs, till ſuch time as Colbert Mauleuriere 
to bought them of Monfieur de Mar ſac, who then had 
1, the command of them; the name of the Company was 
then chang' d again, and call'd the Second Company of 
de Grand Muſqueteets, which was done by the favour 
of Monſieur (olbert his Brother; in the mean time 

15 Monſieur de Caſſau, who dy'd Governor of Bergues 
Ms before Mr ont hron, having always commanded 
len this Company under Mr de Marſac; he ſeeing Mr de 
n Monthron put in over him, thought he had injuſtice 
10188 done him, and ſo gave up his Commiſſion, at the ſame 


b that Mr de Monthron had the guard of Madam De © 
0 Pleſfis Belliere, who was confin'd upon the account of 
00,088 Monſieur de Fouquet; this was the begining of his 
ii good fortune, which afterwards was encreas'd by the 


the 
air of Monſieur Colbert Maulevriere, who — 
with Pride to ſee his Brother ſonear the King, reſign 
his Poſt, becauſe they refus d him a confiderable Go- 
ernment which he would have bought; and Monſieur 
d Monthron, who had wiſely made his Court to the 
Marquis de Lowvois, got leave to treat with hm about 
it, and having marryed a rich Wife he was the better 
able to compals it. | 
By theſe degrees he came to be what we now ſee 
tim, and the King having given him his Regiment, and 
at the fame time having made him Brigadeer of Foor, 
he quitred the Muſqueteers to ſerve at the Head of 
thole Troops. I was T to ſee that the King 
had made choice of him for a Poſt ſo conſiderable, 
having been always one of his friends, I was one of the 
firſt to congratulate him; he receiy'd me very kindly, 
0 de and told me he had formerly been oblig'd to me, and 
bould be very glad of an opportunity to ſerye me; I 
told him that twas now in his power to do it, if he 
Wl pleas'd, that I had a gn, my Siſter's Son, who 
3. was 
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in the firſt Company of Muſqueteers, for whom 1 
would beg a Lieutenants of him, if he had a Vacancy 
in his Regiment; or if not, the next that ſhould hap. 
pen; he granted it me immediately, and the gentile 
manner ol his doing it, oblig'd me more than the gift 
it ſelf; for he went himſelf to Mr de Lowvois, making 
the affair his own, and telling him a thouſand thingy 
in fayour of my Nephew, tho he had never ſeen him 
in His lite. That which made him ſo very hearty to 
me was, that formerly, while he was not ſo great, [ 
did him a very good piece of ſervice. He had ſeen a 
certain Lady calld the Marchioneſs de Courvaudon, 
who was reported to have an Eſtate of 17 or 18 thou. 
find Livres a year; and believing that ſhe had indeed 
ſuch a Fortune, he had propos d ro marry her. I hap- 
pened once to go and ſee this Lady, but without any 
- defign in the world but to divert my ſelf in the Compa- 
nx, Which was generally of the beſt; ſhe having put 
a. little confidence in me more than ordinary, deſtr d me 
one time very 5 to give her my opinion of the 
Count de Mont bron, and of his Eſtate; I told her, that 
for his er could Tatisfy ber relently, but for the 
other I defired a little time; that he was a Man of Ho. 
nour, and deſerv d extraordinary well, and that in ge. 
neral 1 knew he had a good Eſtate, but in 2 or 3 daysl 
would tell her more particularly. 1 went preſently to 
the Count himſelf, and inform d him of this converſa- 
tion, and deſired him to inſtruct me what I ſhould ſay; 
and he giving me my Leſſon in Thar 1 did all! 


could to bring about the buſineſs; hut we had to deal 
with a Fool, who was not yet ſo eaſy to be manag d as 
we thought for. She had amus d à dozen people at 
leaſt at this rate, and while thus ſhe talkt of Marri- 
age with all the world, there was ſome certain 
Sparks, who, without troubling themſelves with thoſe 
things, had found out a way to come directly to the 
a and conſummate without Mattimony. She was 
oth old and ugly, and but that ſhe was a Nute a 
#1 | | miſtreſs, 
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miſtreſs, would have had but few Cuſtomers ; yet by 
the help of her Money ſhe found ſome who had ſtomach 
enough to be concern d with her, and they had fo drain'd 
her, that now if ſhe could find a fair motion to a Hus- 
hand, there would be no great difficulty in the bargain. 

The Siege of Doe sbourg was fatal not only  _ 
* Martinet, but alſo to two more, who 74 Swal- 


bore, as he did, the name of an Animal, which Worm 
was obſerv'd by the whole Army, one was 4 aMouſe. 


Mon ſieur de + Ciron, Governour of Menebou, 
ind the other Monſieur * Sovris, Major of a Regiment 
of Swiſs. As for me, I was quite on another fide with 
ny General, he being obliged to command in the room 
the Prince of Conde, who ated with a ſeparate Ar- 
my, and was wounded in paſſing the Rhine. We took 
Towns faſter than we could march to them, for we no 
ſooner cime before a Town but we found the Gates 
open, or ar leaſt they made us no refiſtance, fo that we 
took an intinirenumber of places, and excepting a little 
oppoſition we met with at Nimeguen, we could hardly 
perceive there was any War, the reaſon why the Ene- 
my was in ſuch ſtrange confuſion was, the diviſions 
which were amongſt themſelves, beſides that, they had 
n0 aſſiſtance at all from their Confederates, who- ſee- 
ing the King's Army ſo powerful, durſt not give him 
the leaſt ſhadow of diſguſt, for fear he ſhould fall _ 
on them; *rwas in ſhort a very lamentable thing to ſee 
the condition they were reduc'd/to, and nor-eafily to 
be expreſt, but you may gueſs at ſomething of it by 
his, their State was ſo perplext, that they entertain'd 
any thing that offer d to ſerve, if there were bur the 
bare looks of a Man. Upon which I have heard a ve- 
y pleaſant ſtory of an Italian, who offer'd his ſervice 
to the Penfioner of Holland to raife a Company, who 
being examin'd if he had been a Soldier, arid whence 
he was, and the like, after giving anſwer to thoſe 
8 he draws out his Sword, and tilting at the 
all, ſhow'd'them was a brisk fellow ; © k 
| 4 l 
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the jeſt of the caſe lay here, the penſioner having ob 
jected, that he was an Italian, and conſequently a 


Papiſt: Jes, ſays he, I am ſo, ſince you muſt know it, 


but this Sword 1s a Proteſtant, and ready to ſerve the 
States and your Lordſbip. The Penſioner lik d bis 
blunt way of anſwering ſo well, that inſtead of a 
Company, which he askt, he made him Lieutenant 
Collonel of a Regiment; but he had no ſooner fiuger d 
the Money but he ran away, and never rais d a Man. 

The Enemy being often thus cheated, and the diſor- 
der of their affairs encreaſing daily, began to think that 
2 Peace, however diſadvantageous it might be, would 
be leſs ſo than the War; by which in leſs than a month 
they had loft three whole Provinces: This was the 
opinion of ſome of the timerous people, but the Prince 
of Orange was of another mind, and to that end diſ- 
patcht his Courriers to his Unkle, the Marquis of Bran. 
denburg, to remonſtrate the ſtate of affairs to him, and 
how it was his intereſt to joyn his Forces with the 
States; that we took indifferently his Towns and theirs, 
all was alike to us. Tho the King was ſerv d the belt, 
and molt exactly in the world, yet his Spies, who he 
kept in that Country, gave him no account of this, 
till eight days at leaſt, after the Viſcount de Turennt 
had advis d him of it. know not by what means he 
got this news, but he came himſelf to the King about 
it, and informing his Majeſty of what he had heard, 
told kim, now was the time for him to makea Peace, 
infinitely to his advantage; by which, at leaſt, be might 
demoliſh the greateſt part of the Towns he had taken, 
and keep his Army entire to oppoſe his Enemies. The 
King would have the opinion of the Prince of Conde 
upon this affair; and having ſent a Courrier to Arn 


heim, whither he was carry d to be cur d of the hurt he 


had receiv'd, the Prince immediatly gave the ſame 
advice. The King ſaw of himſelf the neceſſity of their 


advice, yet could not take their Counſel; for having. 


things io the management of the , 
| | Lou. 
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Lowvois, Who thought he knew more than both of em, 
he let ſlip the opportunity, being lull'd aſleep by that 
Miniſter z with the hopes of eafily defeating all the 
contrivances of the Germans: And as generally one 
error draws on another, eſpecially with thoſe that will 
never acknowledge themſelves in the wrong, they ſtaid 
till thoſe ſuccours appear'd in the Field, and more 
from other parts, and never follow'd that advice, till 
it came to the laſt extremity. The Prince of Conde, 
and the Viſcougt de Turenne were very much diſ- 
oblig'd, to ſee the Marquis de Louvois hearken d to, ſo 
much to their diſhonour, andthe damage of the King's 
Affairs; and if Loxvois had not made up this Miſcarri. 
age by extraordinary ſervices, perhaps the King had not 
been ſo well fatisfy'd with him, as we now lee him. 
Monſieur de Turenne being come before Arnbeim, 
ſent to compliment the Prince of Conde and to know 
how he did, as to his Wounds; and tho the meſſage 
ſeem d to belong rather to a Domeſtick than an Aid du 
Camp, yet he was pleas d to confer that honour upon 
me, as well to ſhow that civility to me, as that I might 
diſcourſe of ſome other affairs. I found him very 
much * of on with the * he oy receiv'd, inſo- 
much, that in ng to me, he was fain tointerrupt 
his diſcourſe by the pain of his Wound, which occa- 
ſion d me to cut ſhort my diſcourſe as much as was 
poſſible ; and juſt as I took my leave of him, the Duke 
of Mecklenburgh came into his Chamber; they told him 
in the Anti-chamber how bad he was, at which he put 
on an air of concern and ſorrow, and N. the Cham- 
ber in a fantaſtick manner, or rather like a Fool, Fruftus 
Belli, Monſieur, begins be, Fruclut Belli, and repeating 
thoſe words at | a dozen times, he comes upto the 
Bed, without making any other compliment. I would 
have ſtaid a little longer in the Chamber to ſee the end of 
this Comedy, but my reſpeCt to the Prince oblig d me 4- 
painſt my will, to withdraw zall I could do, was to ſtay 
in the Agti-chamber with De/roches, the * of 5 
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Guards, and deſire him to go in and ſee what became I 
of that Maggot; but he told me, 1 would take him N 
for a Coxcomb, if he troubl'd hint elf ro go in tor f 
ſuch a thing, that I did not know tue Duke of Meck- 0 
lenbur, b, it I expected he ſhould fay any thing which Ml © 
was not very filly. | 


In the mean time the Marquis of Brandenburgh, 
drawn by the force of the Datch Money, more than the 
Prince of Oranges Arguments, had given his word to 
march to their relief, upon which they not only broke 

the Treaty of Peace which was then on foot, but maſ- 
| ſacred their chief Miniſter, who they ſuſpected to hold 
Intelligence wich us. Many others were ruin'd in the 
ſame fury, and amongſt the reft Mombas, one with 
whom I had had ſeveral affairs for a Gentleman, one 
of my Relations, nam d Brinou, whom he had notori- 

| ouſly cheated. Mombas had lent his Mother ten thou- 
fand Crowns, and had taken the ſale of a piece of 
Land worth folly thouſand Crowns for his Tecurity, 
upon promiſe of repaying the overplus of the Money, 
' bur the Contract was no ſooner made, but he began to 
put a great many ſham tricks upon him; fo that the 
or young man, who underſtood nothing at all of the 

w, had ignotantly given him a diſcharge for forty 
thouſand Francs, hoping thereby to facilitate the pay- 
ment of the remaindef ; but inſtead of that, Moms 
procures ſeveral pretended Creditors, who made de 

mands upon him; and tho Brinon, before he engap'd 
the Land, had ſummon'd all his Creditors to make 
their Claims, more or leſs, as was owing to them, and 
to receive their Money, yet did he make this a new 
obſtacle, and reduc d the poor Gentleman to ſuch an 
extremity, that in a great deal of trouble he came to 
me. I ſhoke ro Mombas about it, who pretending to 
be honeſt, pomis'd me to end the affairin fifteen days 
but telling me that he had not Money at Paris, he 
would give it him in Holland, if he would go thither 
with him; the unhappy Gentleman went with him, 


but 
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but when he had him ſo far off, he forc'd him to liſt 
timſelf a Soldier in his Company, and then made him 
len to what he pleas d. I was in a rage when I heard 
of it, but the thing was paſt remedy, the Notary ha- 
ring ſign d it, ſo twas forc'd to be let alone, and the = 
more, becauſe *rwasar leaſt fix years before he came 
lack again; and for my young Kinſman, he let him 

ztiſh in miſery, not giving him one penny belides his 

ay. | EE, n 
This thing lyingalways upon my thoughts, mademe 
malicious enough to rejoyce at his diſgrace ; for it 
mas almoſt as great as that of the Penſioner of Holland, 
faving that he did notloſe his life; for he loſt ar leaſt 
wenty thouſand. Livres a year, and underwent a ſevere 
impriſonment. During this, the Viſcount de Turrene 
mas commanded to march againſt the Marquis of Bran- 
denburgh, who approachtatthe head of 24000 men; 
and being about to paſs the Rhine, the Suiſſe made ſome 
lifficulty of ir, upon pretence, that by the Treaty with 
the King, they were not to be oblig d to go into Ger- 
many : Monſieur de Turenne told them, that thoſe 
were old ſtories, which they ought not to credit, and 
their principal Officers having diſown'd it, they oblig'd 
the Soldiers to follow the Orders of Monſieur de I. 
fenne; he had given order to conſult the Elector Pala- 
tine, and having ſent me to him upon ſome buſineſs of 
con{quence, the Elector would make me dine with him; 
be was pleas'd to let us be very cheary together, and 1 
was not the firſt Fenchman that he had invited to din- 
ner z he did his beſt to make us all drunk, and if we 
alley oa willing as he, he had ſent us home in 
a very fine pickle. There was a comical ſort of fel- 
low at the Table, who had introaduc'd himſelf into fa- 
our by inventing a ſtrange kind of Inſtrument, Iknow 


not what to call it, but by clapping-it to another mans 


tar, you might ſpeak to him at a diſtance, and yet no 
y. hear you; this fellow was one who put himſelf 
forward upon all occaſions, but had not wherewith to 


an- 
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anſwer it. He fad a Woman whom he maintaind 24 


a ſorry rate, and often at the Elector's coſt ; for when 
he thought no body ſaw him, he would flip the Wing 
of a Fowl, or any other good bit, underneath his Plate 
and afterwards very dextrouſly into his Pocket. We 
had not taken notice of his ingenuity, bur the Stewar 


2 


to his great misfortune, happen d to ſee him pocketing 
up a young Turkey; ſo he came and whiſper'd the 
Elector in rhe ear, and told him, that if he would 


ve him leave he would make him ſome ſport ; the 
mce, who loy'd nothing better, would f in know 
how; tother excuſed himſelf, and faid, the ſtory was 
too long to give him an account of, but if he pleasd 
to give a hint to the French Officers, as they roſe from 
Table, that they ſhould not take any thing amiſs what 
ever was done: Tbe Prince was very well pleasd, 
and did as he deſir d him; and they had hardly faid 
Grace, before the Steward came, and told them there 
was = a Knave in the Company, for ſome body 
had taken off a piece of gilt Plate from the Side-board; 
and if he pleas d, he deſit d that ever body might be 
ſeareht, to fee who had got it; we being told as! 
aid, that there was ſome frolick in hand, was not 
concern d at this, but cry d out by all means, and that 
the Steward had reaſon for what he ſaid; ſo putting 
our ſelves all in a row, the fellow was oblig'd to do 
ſo too, and after the Steward had pretended to ſearch 
Tome of us, he came to him, and found the young Tur. 
key in his Pocket; he ſaid not a word till he had hold 
ont, and then lugging it out by the Legs, he ſhow! 
it to the Elector, crying out, that in looking for one 
Thief he had found out another. The Elector laught 
ready to kill himſelf at this Farce, and ſo did we 100; 
without doubt this would have put any man but him 
out of countenance, all the Company ſtaring at him; 
but he who was as impudent as a Court Page, laught 


as faſt as any of us, and ſpeaking to the Elector; 


'Tis truc, my Lord, ſaid, he, took a little ſorry _ 
wh ert, 
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to carry home to my Dog, that 15 a little indiſpos 
. a — ſtomach —_ this Gentleman 2 
Steward, methinks ſhould haue let it alone, who is ſo 
ud to cheat your Highneſs, at leaſt of a whole Ox 2 
. The Repartee took extreamly, and the more, be- 
auſe *twas ſo ſharp upon one who uſe to pretend v 
nach to that Talent himſelf, And the Eleftor was 
Wl pleas'd, that for the future, he order d he ſhould have 
: diſh of Meat always provided for him. 

After I had done my buſineſs with the Elector I took 
m leave, and return'd to give an account of my mef- 
fage to Mr de Turenne | told him alſo the tory of 
the Turkey, which gave him diverſion enough. In the 
mean time the Army marcht along the Banks of the 
Neckar, and when we were within a league of Wimp. 
hen, all the Officers came and made a complaint to 
him, that they were paid in Money that wouldnot go; 
at 'twas a trick of the Pay-maſter, who no doubt re- 
ed good Money, but put them off with this Money 
be advantage of the Exchange. The Pay-maſter was 
"WH my Friend, and I refolv'd to let him know, as ſoon as 
WH poſſible, what was doing, I found him ſo perplext, 

that I could eaſily diſcern he was guilty ; but f 


% 


eeing 


him ſo caſt down, I told him there was a remedy for 
zal things, and therefore he ſhould not be ſo much con- 
een d; and ſince it was ſo, if he would be rul d by 
re, I would tell him what he ſhould do: Hearing me 
alk thus, he told me in the greateſt paſſion imaginable; 
be ſhould owe his Life to me; confeſſing ingenuouſly, 
dat the deſire of ſaving ſomewhatby ir, had puthimu 
el on doing it; I found him ſo troubled, that I wasaftai 
+ if did not tell him what I had to ſay quickly, he 
„ would dye with the fright : So I askt him how much 
nll tbe laſt Remittance was which he had receiv'd, and if 
Le had ſince that paid any other Money than that baſe 
1M Coin z he told me no, for he had.receiv'd it from Sraſ- 
bu, inſtead of the Lowif d Ors which he had from 
de Treaſury ; that the laſt Retittance was Hans. 
"Is | ranks, 


254 Nſemoirs of the 
Francs, but as he had told me, he had turn d it aul . 
into this bad ſort of Money: When he had told mi 
this, I bid him go and draw out a- particular of all 
the Money, as well what was paid, as what he had q 
in Caſh, but to diſguiſe his Hand fo, that no body might » 
know it to be his writing; that when Monſieur 4; 
Turenne ſhould ſend to ſearch, as he would not fail Ie 
to da, he ſhould ſtand in it, that he had receiy'd w 
other but ſuch Money, and offer to produce the accoun 
to make it out; but in the mean time to appeaſe the 
Officers, he ſhould paſs his word to them, that if they 
had any of that Money left at the end of the Cam ign, 1 
he would give them other Money, or good Bills for m 
it ; and to make them eaſy, to deſire Monſieur de Ty. ;. 
renne to make an Order, by which all the Suttlers were 5 
commanded to take it, upon the penalty of ten Crom ct 
a Man; he found my advice very much to his advan; f. 
rage, for Monfieur de Tyrenne ſending immediately 
after, and ſeeing the account I mention d, he told the i 5, 
Officers, the Paymaſter had paid them no Money but 
what he had receiv'd, that they ought therefore to be 
ſarisfy'd with his Offer, and making at the ſame time 
an Order to the Surtlers, there never was any more ſaid 4 
of it. By this means the 'Treaſurer not only eſcap'd the 
puniſhment he fear'd, but alſo made a very great ad- 
vantage to himſelf; for the Suttlers bringing back the 
Money for him to change, he got three or four Sous a 
Crown out of them roo. He was fo oblig'd to me, 
that he offer'd to lend me any Money I wanted, but | 
having no occaſion, thankt him, and refus'd it. 
Monſieut de Twrenne, not contenting himſelt to have 
ſt the Rhine, as I ſaid before, and after that the 
Nectar, obliged the Marquis of Byandenburgh to re- 
tire beyond the Mein, which he alſo paſt after him. 
I cannot imagin why he avoided the Fight fo, having 
more Men than we by one third, unleſs it was, that if the 
ſhould hazard a Battel, and have the worſt, he knew 
be ſhould leave his own Country too much mo 
1 hon 
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however it was, tho he was the Agreffor in this War, 
pet he was the firſt that defir'd a Treaty of Accommo- 
dation, and we promis d to retire out of his Country, 
provided for the future he ſhould meddle with no bo. 
dy's affairs bur his own. The buſineſs of Branden- 
byreb being thus at an end, Monſieur de Turenne re- 
mund to the Rhzze, but the Troops were ſo fatigu'd 
with thoſe Marches, that *twas even pity to ſee them; 
2nd yet they were ſo far from allowing them time to 
refreſh them, that they were immediately forc'd to be- 
zin a new Campaign, the King being then Juſt going to 
undertake the Siege of Maeſtricht: He durſt not at- 
ack it the year before, and tho he had always an Ar- 
my about it, yet the Garriſon fail'd not to brave them 
in their Camp; and the Officers were ſo bold, that 
they would come pickeering, and challenge ours to ex- 
change a Piſtol with them, and twas none of their 
fault, if we did not try our Force with them; among 
the reſt, there was none who expos'd himſelf more than 
Somerdike, who not only came out as the reſt did, but 
in particular was continually inſulting the whole Ar- 
my, and no-body could ſhoot him, which made peo- 
ple believe he had fortify'd himſelf with ſome Charm; 
ad a Trooper telling me ſo very ſeriouſly, and that 
he had known ſeveral Perſons that had done fo, I 
lught at him, upon which he told me, I needed not go 
far to be convinc'd, for that he himſelf had one; and 
if I doubted it, I ſhould fire a Piſtol at him, and ſtand 
but three paces off, and that he had try'd ſeveral. He 
ſet me in a great fit of laughter at theſe words; and 
be finding me till of the ſame mind, preſt me to 

him with my Piſtol, whether he ſaid true or no; which 
| refuſing, he was ſo mad, that he told me, if I would 
not make the experiment my ſelf, I ſhould ſee him 
make it before my Face : Upon which he immediately 
goes from me till he came within Piſtol ſhort of the 


Counterſcarp of the Town. I not imagining his de- 


ſen, perceiv'd that he endeavour d to ferch off a 2 
F eee 


not know, that the Women rul'd all now adays ? that 
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of which there was a Herd grazing, as big as a good flock 
of Sheep; there was about 200 Shot made at him, be. 
fore he came at them; and certainly twas a very plea. 
{ant fight to ſee a Man run ſtaring after a Cow, having 
ſeparated one from the Herd, in the midſt of the Muf- 
quet ſhot, which in an infinite number were fir'd at 
him from the Town. At laſt, after having thus di. 
verted the whole Army, and me in particular, who 
knew the occaſion, he brings the Cow to me, and agks 
me if I would believe him now? I proteſt I could not 
tell what to ſay to it, but I put it off with telling him, 
that this was all by good fortune, which words were 
unhappily the cauſe of his attempring the ſame the next 
day, when he was kill'd for his pains. 

During the time that all things were preparing for 
the Siege of . [ went into A/ace and Lor. 
rain, by Orders from the Mareſchal de Turenne. Go. 
ing to Beffort, I ſaw the Governor there, who was but 
2 young Soldier, to command in a place of ſuch conſe. 
quence, which I could not forbear taking notice of to 
the General, to which he very wiſely gave no anſwer 
at all; but the Count de Horenſac, younger Son of the 
Duke d' Tes, who had not ſo much command of him- 
ſelf, askt me what Country I came out of, and if I did 
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that Gentleman I ſpoke of, was Brother of Madam 
de Maintenon, the faithful Confident-of Madam de 
Monteſpan, and he might be allow'd a place or two, 
provided he made his Court as he ovght to do, to the 
King's Miſtreſs; by this diſcourſe he ſeem d to reflect 
on the conduct of the prime Miniſter, as if it had been 
him that had made ſo bad a choice: Inſhort to explain I uf 
himſelf, he ſaid, that by the example of Monfieur ot 
Colbert, who triumpht in the Reign of Madam J Va. tn 
liete, ſo Monſieur d? Louvois was reſolvd to triumph in I ,, 
that of Madam de Monteſpan; that it was for that I th. 
teaſon he ſo much eſpous d her Intereſt, and if wel . 
might credit reports, he was none of the leaſt con. I ih. 
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cern'd in her preſent advancement, We were all of us 
ſurpriz d to hear him reaſon ſo gravely, who came of 
4 Family that never was fam'd for any ſtore of Under- 
ſtanding; but Nature had been kinder to him than to 
his Family, for he had ſometimes very happy ſallies 
of Wit; and ſhe had added another Miracle in his fa- 
your, that he was the firſt of his Name that could paſs 
for brave. In ſhort, there was nothing ſo ſtrange as to 
ſee any of the Houſe d U/es in the Army; which caus'd 
that Satyr upon him in the Scandalous Chronicle, that 
he was not the true Son of his Father. 

Forall this, Monfieur the Governor underſtood one 
part of his Office well enough, for he had made rhe 
Town preſent him with ſeveral. conſiderable ſumms of 
Money; and had ir not been that they knew what 
Power ſupported his Intereſt, they had complain d of 
him at Court. I told this to the Count de Horin ſuc, 
who continuing his Vein of Wit, an{wer'd, That I need- 
ed not wonder at that, for he had an exellent School- 
maſter, having been docu mented by the Mareſchal de 
la Ferte, who, tho he had got the Gout in his Feet, had 
not loſt the uſe of his Hands; that one hours inſtructi- 
ons from ſuch a Man as he, was better than a months 
teaching by another; and then related to me the pra- 
tices of the Mareſchal during his Government of Lor- 
ran, and told me ſo many paſſages, as would take me 
two days time to relate; but amongſt the reſt, he told 
me one thing I ſhall never forget as long as] live, and 
which J will give you an account of, as a ſample to 
judge of the reſt by. He told me, that the Mareſchal 
being come to Nancy, the Magiſtrates come to wait 
upon him, brought him teveral Preſents, and among 
others 2 Purſe of Gold Counters, every one weighing 
two Louis d Ors, having on one ſide the City of Na- 
cy, and on the reverſe ſix Fuſees in a Feſſe, which are 


che Arms of the Houſe de Ja Ferre. That when they 


were gone out, he lookt upon them again, and liking 
them very well, more for the Metal than the Device, 
| 8 | 
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he would have been glad of ſuch another parcel at the 


ſame price ; and to that end ſends for the Townſmen 
again, he pretends he did not know what Town that 
was which they had repreſented, and they returning 
that it was Nancy: Jou are miſtaken certainly, ſays 
he, why this does not look like it, for tis too little for 


it; if you had made the Model bigger, one might have 


gueſt it to be Nancy, but this does not fhew it all. 
would have you go and make another, and let the Town 
be deſcribed at large upon it, that the fine Towers and 
Steeples may be diſtinguiſpt, one can ſee nothing here, 
The Magiſtrates underſtood him well enough, and 
being unwilling to quarrel with him for a matter of 
Too Piſtoles, they went and brought him a preſent of 
Counters as big as Medals, the fize of which pleaſing 
him, he never examin'd the figure. 

This was no ſtory to tell the Viſcount de Turene, 
tho I had made it publick enough to others; for twas 
not the way to make ones court to him, by telling him 
any thing that lookt like a reflection upon another per- 
ſon; he was ſcrupplous in things of this nature to an 
exceſs, and our youbg Sparks, who were of different 
ſentiments, us'd to banter him with ir, and ſay he was 
not a Man fit to live in this World ; burall this could 


never alter his temper, ror make any imprefſion upon 


him. Tho ſometimes it might be ſaid of thele peo- 
ple, as it was ſaid of the Father of the preſent Duke de 
Lude, who tho 'twas at the expence of his fortunes, 
could not forbear breaking a jeſt upon Marie de Medi- 
+. „„ cis the Queen Mother, who asking him for 
70 IO her Vail, (Le Voile) anſwer d her, there 
French was no occafion for a Sail for a Ship that lay 
Tongue at Anchor, alluding to the Mareſchal d Au- 
Ai ae cre, who they ſaid was her humble Servant. 
a geiles Indeed theſe young Blades gave him a great 
Ein. deal of diſtaſte by their fooliſh carriage; 

and I having the opportunity of ſeeing what Þ 
notice he took of it when they were abſent, and ſome- 
"os e 9 times 
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together once in an Inn at Verdun, and making ſom 
compliment to me, 1es, Sir, ſays he, I wil! be judged 
by you, you are a Soldier, and peu ſhall ſay whether 
* this ſhould be ſo or no? This Gentleman, who is quar 
ter d at myHouſe, after having eat and drank what l 
pleas d, would needs have me let him lye with the Cook 
now what would he have me to do? Or what does |y 
tate me for? Don't you know me to be a Man of H. 
nour ? I profeſs to you, tho I came down ſtairs might 
ſeriouſly, this ſtory made me laugh, and ſeeing thi 
Man had got a great Rabble about the Houſe alread 
I defir'd him to quiet them, and I would go and a 
commodate every thing for him. I had much ado t; 
ſwade him, he telling me, I had to do with th 
Devil, that would butlaugh at me ; but bidding hin 
not fear, I made him go into his Houſe, where w 
found the Count, who had lockt himfelf in with on 
of the Kitchen Wenches, and would force her to ly 
with him: I call'd to him to open the door, and tol 
him my Name, but *rwas to no purpoſe at laſt I w: 
Forc'd to tell him, that I came by Orders from Monſie 
de Turenne, which he would know better when 
ſaw me. 1 took all this care, that he might ?not ſu 
pect me to deceive him, and when he heard that, 
durſt „ any further reſiſtance; I told him Mo 
ſieur de Turenne knew nothing of what had happen 
yet, but he would ſoon, if the uproar continu d, ar 
I would leave it to him to imagin, how he would n 
ſent ſuch a diſorder ; he, who we knew was a ſwo 
enemy to all ſuch irregularities, that they ſaid he wou 
needs have a Cook Wench z why he might have twe 
ty by to morrow, if he was put to ſuch a hard ſhit 
but to force a Man of Honour to furniſh him for! 
Debauch, was a thing no Man would take; and 
beſt conſtruction the World could put on ſuch anat 
on, mult be to ſay he was drunk, and that it was 
ill extremity to be forc'd to excuſe one folly by 
ther: I deſtr'd him to reflect on theſe things, 7 
W 


. © S?. > = =o fd I pg — ¶ F— | RRQ, 2», oa — — md fawed edt —_ aw. ea. ao vec” wo mc. ood act; aca .Tcuc. 5 


Count de Rochefort. 281 


while he had time for it, left, when 'twas too late, he 
ſhould come to repent it. | 

The Count d'I//e hearing me diſcourſe at this rate, 
grew a little mild; however, it being the humour of 
thoſe people, that tho they are in an error will never 
acknowledge it, he told me, that for my [ſake he 
would relinquiſh his right, but that I knew well 
enough it was his due. This diſcourſe was fo ridicu- 
Jous, that it had like to have renew'd the quarrel, if 1 
had not ſtopt his Hoſt, who was juſt rifing up again, and 
having pray'd them both to be peaceable, and live qui- 
etly, fince it was but for ſo ſhort a time, I made them 
ſhake Hands, and promiſe to drink a Glaſs together the 
next day : His Hoſt, who was an Honeſt Man, told us 
with all his Heart, and he would give us Breakfaſt ; 
and the Count d Ie, who pretended to ſtand upon 
his honour again, told us he would conſent, provi- 
ded he might treat us again at night. TheſeCivilities 
between them, left no me room to queſtion, but they 


were both thoroughly reconcil'd, o I e'n went to 
"il Bed again, and there had been never a word made of 
© it, if ſomebody had not fooliſhly told the ſtory amon 


the Souldiers, which made the poor Count be mo 
1 horribly banter'd in the Army, and when he went by 
bey would ſay, There goes our Friend that would have 
tift the Cookmaid : Wouldit not haue madded any body 
to have been ſo diſappointed * And for me, they told 
me, that truly I had done very ill to ſpoil ſport in that 
manner; and to prevent me for the future, they would 
have a Law made, that I ſhould mind my own affairs, 
and not meddle with them. The Count 4 Ie ſaw 
himſelf ſo rally'd with this ſort of talk, that there be- 
ing Troops to be detach'd to Catalonia, he procur'd an 
Order from Monſieur de Lowvors to be ſent thither out 
of the way. The Spamard was by this time come into 
che Confederacy, and to prevent the ruin of Holland, 
attempted to give us ſome diverſion; and in order to 
that, had form'd a defign _ Charleroy, in _— 
7 3. ey 
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they were aſſiſted by all the Datch Forces, but they 
tz VP. ;n tie attempt; which might have led them to 
c bo unfit a match they were for ſo powerful 
„ my. The Count de e thought by this means 
to dave avoided the raillery of the ſtory we have told, 
but inſtead of that he carry'd into his own Country a 
character which would perhaps not have reach d ſo far, 
had he continu'd where he was: In the mean time we 
were preparing for the War in Germany, the Empeior 
having now effectually declared upon us; and as A//a- 
tia Vas to be the Scene, on which the firſt appearances 
were to be acted, Monſieur de Twrenne gave order for 
the fortifying Saverne and Haguenaw, beſides Briſac, 
where ſeveral new Works were made to ſtrengthen the 
place. The Souldiers rejoyc'd at theſe great prepara- 
tions, and they were in the right of it, for they were 
ſafe now from being disbanded, which otherwiſe would 
certainly. have follow'd, if the Peace had been made 
with Holland; for me, I was too old to expect making 
my fortune by the War, and therefore was far enough 
from pleaſing my ſelf with the news; but on the con- 
trary, was really griev'd for the people, who had been 
deliver'd. from the Calamity of a ruinous Campaign, # 
they had pleas d to have us d the Hollanders a little 
-gentler upon the propoſitions of Peace; but they car- 
ried it fo high with them, that, contrary to the Genius 
of that Nation, they joyn d with the Irxlination of the 
Prince of Orange, who preſt them to the War, and was 
reſolv's to proſecute it, whatſoever it coſt him, having 

built all his hopes upon the ſucceſs of it. 
The King, who knew very well he had no General 
To fit to command in Germany, as the Viſcount de Tu- 
renne, continu'd him there, tho he wanted him el ſe- 
where, having great affairs upon his hands; For the 
Enghſh, who at the beginning of the War were on our 
fide, had left us in the lurch, the King of England ha- 

ving deſerted us, and pretended he could not help it, 
on ſome reaſons of State which had oblig d him to 5 
ee 
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[a the mean time our Coaſts were expos'd to the De- 
ſcents of the Hollanders; and we, who being all 
along aſſiſted by the whole Naval Force of England, 
and durſt do nothing to them at Sea, were not ſuch 
Fools to ſtand in their way now. In this extremity 
the King was forc'd to ſummon the Ban and Arrier- 
ban of the Kingdom, of whom he ſent a Party into 
Lorrain, leſt the Duke, who the King had long ago 
diveſted of his Principality, ſhould take this opportu- 
nity to recover the Poſſeſſion, Seeing ſuch a bloody 
War at hand, I was ſorry I was no younger ; and 
whatever obligation J had to the Memory of the Car- 
dinal de Richlieu, I reflected a little on him for taking me 
from a Profeſſion, that, as old as I was, I lov'd ſo entire. 
lv; however, I would not be thought ſo old as I was, 
nor I would not keep Company with people of equal 
years, left they ſhould make me ſeem older than I was 
indeed; but affecting not only the Company and Man- 
ner of the younger Men, but a certain ridiculous air of 
Gaiery, I muſt needs put on a flaxen Perriwig, when m 
Beard and my[Hair was as grey as a Gooſe. Monſieur 
Turenne had a certain Gentleman call d Bœſguiot, a man 
that fancy'd mightily to wear a long grey Beard, and 
to look always like an old man; this fellow was my 
ſcourge, and as if he had a mind to plague me, he would 
be always telling me of Locates, and of my _ ſent 
for by the Cardinal Richlieu. This was certainly the 
moſt glorious action of all my life, and yet I could 
not bear his telling me of ir, becauſe he would be 
always ſaying too, that he was but a Child at that time, 
and that his Unkle us d to cure him with that ſtory, 
telling him that Virtue never went without a recom- 
pence : For by this ſtory people began to look upon 
me, and wonder'd at me, thar being ſo old, I would 
appear ſo young, telling me, that I could not be much 


leſs than fourſcore. I was mad at this diſcourſe, and 


bluſht oftner for anger than ſhame ;z yet others that 
were but lately come into the Army told me, that [ 
9 4 ok 


— .! 


264: Memoirs of the 

lookr very well, in which they did not know how they 
leasd me; yet this did not ſtop the other diſcourſe, 
ut every day one Blockhead or other would be raiſing 
of it again, inſomuch, that nothing was more welcome 
to me, than when ſome order came to get on Horſe- 
back, and there I was as young as any of them. [ 
have often been aſham d of my ſelf in my own thoughts 
that I ſhould be ſuch a Fool, and that 1 ſhould be the 
- firſt that ſhould condemn it in another; how hard a 
matter is it for us not to be opinionate of our ſelves , 
for after having experienc'd this in my ſelf, I never 

reflected upon other perſons for the like. 
Twas a very fine fight to ſee the Nobility when 
they entred Lorrain; if one had not known they had 
been Gentlemen, one ſhould rather have taken them 
for Hog drivers; and tho moſt of them were arm'd 
with Plumes of Feathers, it became them Juſt as well 
as it did me to make my ſelf a young Man. How- 
ever, this was only the appearance, for they did their 
duty, only they could not pretend to keep them in 
order, eſpecially with ſuch people as commanded 'em, 
who knew no better than themſelves, and made greater 
miſtakes than the Soldiers; and yetas ignorant as they 
were, they thought they knew ſo much they needed 
no teaching: They endeavour'd :indeed to find out 
. Tome old Soldiers among them to make Captains, but 
either they had forgot the Service, or indeed never 
underſtood jt, and ſo were all one with raw and undiſ- 
ciplin'd Men. The Duke of Lorrain, an old expe- 
Tienc'd Commander, falling in upon theſe people, 
made no great difficulty of routing them; and knowing 
that the Marquis de Sable, who commanded the Nobi- 
lity of Anjou, lov'd a ſoft Lodging, after the French 
Mode, and took no manner of care, he beat up his 
Quarters, pillag'd them, and took him Priſoner. If 
this Sable had been a Man of any Spirit, this diſgrace 
would have enrag'd him; but he was ſo very debaucht, 
that if he did come into the Army, *twas aug by 
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force, he had no ſtomach to it, nor had never made a 
campaign but once at Liſſe, and that was becauſe the 
Duke de Sulli, his Brother: in. law, committed his Troop 
of Horſe to him, being much ſuch another Souldier as 
himſelf. I may ſay this without reflection, for all the 
World knows what happen d to that Duke in Hunga- 
y; that at the Battel of Sr Goddart he had got fo 
much Wine in his Head, that he could not get a Horſe. 
back, but laid himſelf down on a Couch in his Tent, 
mhillt his Men were deſperately engag'd with the 
Turks ; which being known at Court, was ſo reſented 
ty the King, that he immediately order'd a Party of 
douldiers to be quarter d upon his Eſtate. For my part, 
Inas willing to believe, with the reſt of his Friends, 
that this was only a misfortune which happen'd to 
him, and that he was really brave enough. Bur to 
have con vinc'd all the World of this, he ought to have 
lone, as the Duke de Villeroy did, who in the Cam- 


r Whzign of Liſie, having quitted his Poſt in the Trenches, | 
1 Wand perceiving that people laught at him for it, bray'd 
„Death itſelf the next Winter in the* Franche Comte, 
chere he expos'd himſelf more than the meaneſt Soul- 
ier in the Army. 

d But to return to the Marquis de Sable, he was car- 
und to Strasburgh, where the Duke of Lorrain retir d, 
it {having his ordinary reſidence in that City with his new 

2x Dutcheſs, who was of the Family of A/premon; who, 
. tho ſhe was a very fine Woman, having not had the 
e- mall Pox, which has fince ruin d her Beauty, yet this 
e, Wild Duke marry'd her more for his Intereſt, than for her 
1g Ferſon: There had been a Suit at Law between him and 
Per Father a long time, in which the Duke was caſt, and to 
ch {void pay ing the Debt, he made up the bufineſs by marry: 
us ag his Daughter. The Marquis de Sable, who was a very 
If Wompleat Gentleman, believing that this circumſtance, 
ce Wopether with the great diſproportion of Age between 
ht, Ie Duke and the Dutcheſs, might bea ſufficient ground 
by v form an averſion between them, was reſoly'd to mak 
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a tryal, and having more inclination to an Amour than 
the War, thought twould make him ſome amends for 
his Impriſonment, if he could gain ſo delicate a per. 
{on to be favourable to his Addreſſes. Tis hard © ſay, 
whether he ſucceeded in his deſigu or not; but if | 
ſhould be as forward to cenſure, as rhe peopis chat 
liv'd in the place, I ſhould make no queſtion of it, 
but take it for granted, as they do: But as I an nx 
apt to judge ſo lightly, and eſpecially in caſes o uch 
moment, where the Honour of {ſuch a Perſon of Qu 
Lity is concern'd, I ſhould rather chuſe to ſay. that 
*twas probable it might be ſo, yet tis nor ſate fn; 
by probabilities ; however it was, the old Duke was 
not altogether without ſuſpicion, and to be ſure of 
him, he haſten'd him away, and ſent him back into 
France. Any man but Sable, would have been more 
ſenſible of the glory of an Intrigue with ſuch a Princeſs 
than of his Liberty z but he, who took his own way 
was glad to be gone, and 10 return'd to Paris, whete 
he ſoon comforted himſelf for the loſs of his Miſtreſs 
As for the Duke of Lorrain, having nothing to di 
ſturb him, he ſpent his time when he was not in the 
Field, in ſome Employments, which were very parti 
cular to himſelf. He would go and viſit the meanelt 
Burghers, and would take more pleaſure in theircom 
pany, than that of perſons of rhe greateſt Quality. 1 
have ſeen him play ſtrange pranks when I was at Bruſ 
ſels. I have ſeen him dance in the open ſtreet among 
the Mob, to the common Tunes of thoſe people; and 
he took that opportunity once to make a conſiderable 
- Preſent toa Lawyers Daughter, who he had an Intrigt 
with. It was the faſhionat Bruſſels, to give the young 
Ladies Garlands of Flowers for the Head; he gave he 
one, where there were Flowers indeed, but was ſe 
with Diamonds befides They judg'd from thence 
that he was extreamly taken with her, for Liberali 
was not his character, but rather the contrary ;. but thi 
was not the only proof he gave ker of his paſſion f 
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her. She had a Mother who had an averſion to any 
lng ofa Soldiers coming near her Daughter, therefore 
be diſguis d himſelt like one of the Long Robe, that 
he might come and ſee her, and the young one per- 
„ finaded her Mother, twas a Prefident of Nancy, and 
e good Woman very honeſtly believ'd her. This ſort 
of diſguiſe was very common, but he had a great many 
"WM others, in which no Man took ſo much pleaſure as him- 
i elf. He lodg'din the Rue de Fripiere, calld fo from the 
Pawn-brokers who liv'd there; and I ſaw him oneday 
"WM dreft like one of thoſe people, and he had hung all the 
Door and Window of his Lodgings with old Cloaths; 
bp that one that did not know him, would have taken 
"WF him for one of that Trade; and he himſelf ſitting with- 
out in a great Chair, with an Apron before him, ſcold- 
"08 ing with his next Neighbour, all one as if he had been 
his fellow. In ſhort, unleſs *twas they who had known 
him very well, every body took him for a Broker. 
"i One day a Trooper came and cheipen'd a Buff Coat 
which hung up among other old, Cloaths ; the Duke 
told him he ſhould try it on betore he made him any 
price; and fo taking it down, he put it on for him, 
which the other let him do, not imagining 'twas the 
"Wl Duke of Lorruin; but the Duke d Arſchot coming 
Wy with a great many other Officers, could not conceal 
their knowledge of him, ſeeing him in ſuch a figure; 
Wy which means the Horſeman finding his error, and 
not knowing what would become of him, got up a 
Horſeback, while they were 3 Compliments 
Js one another, and not daring to ſtay to pull off the 
W Coat, rid away with it. The Duke, who had no mind 
Wt loſe. it, runs after him in the ſtreet as hard as he 
MW could drive, but the other having fix Legs to his two, 
twas all to no purpoſe. They rally'd him very hear- 
tily upon this accident, which they thought might have 
Emade him leave off thoſe ſort of diverſions, but twas all 
one with him, he was at it again in two or three days, 
taving a temper ſo naturally inclin'd to ſomething — | 
bs LOT and 
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and unuſual, that he was never better pleas d than when 
he was thus expoſing himſelf. This was the cauſe he 
was ſo much belov'd by all the common people where. 
ever he came. In ſhort, he was always familiar with 
them, and would go to Dinner with a Poor Man as 
ſoon as with a Rich; he would ſtand Godfather to an 
of their Children, and would haveall ſuch whoſe Chil. 
dren he had ſo ſtood for call him Brother; he would 
at leaſt call them by no other name ; and often has 
been ſeen to ſtop in his Coach at a poor Tradeſman's 
door to ask how his Goſſip did, and all the Family, 
But to return to the War: The Enemy was ſo ſtrong, 
that Monſieur de Iurenne was oblig'd to give ground, 
and they took up their Winter Quarters on this ſide the 
Rhine. Our Troops however being canton'd in the 
Neighbouring Village, with order to keep ſtrict guard, 
having apprehenſions from ſeveral quarters, Monſieur 
de Turenne had poſted perſons of great experience at 
every quatter, that if any thing happen'd, they need- 
ed not to come to him for Orders, nor he needed 
not be oblig d to march in perſon, it being impoſſidle 
he ſhould be in all places; and he had choſe to poſt 
himſelf about Philipsburg, where the Enemy ſeem'd 
to bend their greateſt force: As for me, I had been ſo 
extreamly fatigu'd with making two Campaigns in one 
ear, that I was left behind ſick in the Quarters of 
Monſieur Pillois, Brigadeer of Horſe, where, when! 
verily beliey'd I ſhould dye, I was cur'd by a kind of 
Miracle; for when every body had given me over, a 
Trooper that was taken Priſoner by one of our Parties, 
and was put into a Houſe next door to where I lodge d, 
told me, he would undertake to cure me, it I would 
give him as much as would pay his Ranſome. The 
price was ſo ſmall, that I made no difficulty of bar- 
ining with him, ſo he gave me a Doſe made up with 
randy, Sugar, Cinnamon, Pepper, and a certain Pow-F 
der which he had in a Tobacco Box. This Compotiti- 
on ſo ftrengthen'd my Stomach, that in eight days ! 
was able to get on Horſeback. As ſoon as I was well 


| Count de Rochefort. 269 


| reſoly'd to go to Monſieur de Turenne, who ſeveral 
times in my fickneſs had the goodneſs to ſend to the 
Quarter, ro know how it went with me ; but Mon- 
fieur Pillois would by no means let me go yet, for fear 
of a relapſe. During the time he kept me thus, I had 
an opportunity to do him a piece of ſervice, which 
very much oblig'd him, and which, without vanity L 
may ſay, was very much for my Reputation, tho 1 
took no great pains in it neither; the Enemy had be- 
ſieg d a little Town near Homberg, and he having or- 
ders to relieve it, drew together what Troops were at 
hand, which making not above 2500 Horſe, he found 
twould be a difficult thing, the Beſiegers having re- 
ceivd a great Reinforcement, ſo that they were at leaſt 
ſeven or eight thouſand Men; he call'd a Council of 
War about it, and every body was of opinion, that 
*twas not a thing practicable, without expoſing the 
Troops to manifeſt ruine. I ſaw him ſo extreamly af- 


flicted with it, that made me try if I could find any way 


to comfort him : I had heard ſay, that ſometimes 
Policy goes beyond Strength, and being reſolv'd to ſtu- 
dy upon it, I put my invention to the rack, and at laſt a 
thought came into my Head, which afterwards had a 
ſucceſs as happy as I could defire. This was nothing 
but to writea e to the Governour, that it not being 
proper to attempt the relief of the place with leſs than 
ten thouſand Men, Monſieur P:1/0zs could not get ready 
before, but that now he was marching to his ſuccour, 
and by two a Clock the next day he would give the 
Enemy a Viſit, and that he ſhould only hold out the 
lace ſo long, and he ſhould be an Eye-witnels of the 
port. This Letter was to be carry'd, directed tothe 
Governour, but ſo to becontriv'd, that it might fall into 
the hands of the Enemy; and alſo it was to be order d,. 
that he who carry d it ſhould not be privy to the deſign 
neither. Having laid all theſe meaſures, Ideſir d Mon- 
fieur de Pillois, that he ſhould get the richeſt Man in 
thoſe parts he could meet with, and threaten him, that 
_ OT : ir 
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if he did not carry that Letter ſafe, he would not only Mheli 
burn his Houſe down, and all that was in it, but he M01d 
would certainly hang him, if ever he came home again; {Mine 
he had confidence enough in me to do all this for me, Miel 
without enquiring upon what account; and having got MM. 
a Man, he would tain have excus'd himſelt upon theac. pole 
count of the difficulty of the paſſing Enemies Lines, but My 
he had as good have ſaid nothing. Monſieur P://-:s told Mil 
him, in ſhort, he ſhould either go of this Errand, or of Nu. 
another into the next World; to ſeeing there was no Inet 
remedy, he prepar'd to go on the Meſſage. But while lis. 
he was getting ready, my Hoſt, who had gain d with a {Wut 
promiſe of a great reward, got before him, and ſtay. {Wyo 
ing by the way, met him, and made him believe he was Mk 
going about ſome bufineſs the ſame way. Thus jog. bin 
ging on together, and falling into diſcourſe, he who ge 
had the Letter to carry told him, what a ſtreight he ws Wt: 
in, adding that he was undone both ways, that if ne Ile 
ſhould perform his meſſage, he ſhould be taken in the 
Camp, and hang'd for a Spy; and on the other hand, 
if he did not, he ſhould leave his Wife and Childten 
to the mercy of Monſieur de Pillois, who befides the 
plundering and burning his Houſe, would treat him 
in the worlt manner that could be imagin'd; that he 
had told him what would be his fate, ſo that there was 
no room to flatter himſelt ; that he had thrown him- 
ſelf upon Providence, being unable to make a choice, 
when it lay between his own Life and theirs, who 
were as dear to himas his Life. 

My Hoſt pretended to Pity his misfortune; and to 
gain more upon his belief, accus'd Monſieur de P:/lots 
of Cruelty ; however, after a great deal of ralk, and 
expreſſing his concern for him, he told him, that if 

he was in his place, he would een go and ſurrender 
himſelf into the hands of the Enemy, and tell them by 
what Threatnings he was oblig' d :o carry the Letter; 
that they would let him carry it into the place, or they 
would not let him, but either way he would 8 
| | ite, 
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Life, and his Wife and Children. Monſieur de Pillois 
telieving he was taken, endeavouring to execute his 
0:ders, could have nothing to ſay to him; and the 
Enemy on t other. hand, would do him no hurt, ſeeing 
te had put himſelf voluntarily into their hands. The 
Man thought this was an admirable expedient, and re. 
flving to take that courſe, gave him a thouſand thanks. 
My Hoſt ſeeing him in ſo good a mind, had done his 
wfineſs, and fe gning that he was to go no further that 
may, left him, and coming back the ſame way, he 
net Monſieur de Pilloit, who marcht at a venturejwith 
tis2500 Horſe ; he gave us an account of what reſo- 
lution he had left the Man in, and we taking it for a 
good omen, made no queſtion but the Enemy wyguld 
uke it all for truth, and the rather, for that the Man 
timſelf had been really made believe, there was a very 
meat force ready to march to raiſe the Siege; in ſhort, 
what with the Man's report, and the Letter together, 
they were ſo frighted, that they immediately reſolv'd 
braiſe the Siege and retreat. 

We receiv'd this News when we werecome within 
three leagues of the Enemy; and Monfieur de Pillois 
wing then no buſineſs to go any further, marcht back 
o his own quatter, where in a little time he receiv'd 
etters from the Court, which complimented him ex- 
teamly on this happy ſucceſs; not but that it was 
mown by abundance of people, that I had a great ſhare 
the Action, but as he was the General, and they bear 
tte Reproach of the ill ſucceſs, and ſo ought to have 
e Credit of the good; ſo alſo it was Juſt he ſhould 
are the priviledge his place afforded him. And indeed 
ought to ſay this in his praiſe, that he was a Man 
at perfectly underſtood the Cavalry, and perhaps there 
as none in the Army went beyond him, of which he 
me an undeniable evidence a little while after, 
en in the Fight at Eiaſeim, he refus'd to charge at 
te command of Monfieur de Vaubrun; for ſeeing that, 

e Enemy kept their advantage, he choſe 2 ta 
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ſtay till he drew them out of their Poſt, than to obel i. 
and be beaten. Ido. not ſay he did well in diſobeyingſ 
and he that had ſerved fo long, ought to have Kno 
that nothing can diſpence with our obeying the Oral 
of our ſuperiour Officer; and he found the effect M 

it afterward, being caſheer d for doing it; but yet h 
ſhow'd by that Action, that he underſtood his buſineM " 
better than Monſieur Vaubrun, who commanded him 
and the Court was ſo ſenfible of it, that tho they could 
not allow the fact, on account of the example, yet the 
allowed him a Penſion of a thouſand Crowns a yes 
that it might not be ſaid he ſerved ſo long and ſo we 
for nothing. | 
. JuſtasI1 was come back from this Adventure wit 
Monſieur de Pillois, there came an Officer to me and 
made me a very pleaſanr compliment, which was, tha 
having been pleas'd to quarrel with Monſieur de Mon 
peroux, Maijtre du Camp of the Regiment of de Ri 
vergne, he had occafion to cut his Throat a little, an 
defir'd me to be his Second, I told him I was ve 
much his humble Servant, and ſhow'd my ſelf ſo mol 
effectually, for inſtead of going to fight, as heimagin' 
I rook care to have it diſcover d, by which I preven 
ed his fooling away his life. This Monſieur de Mor 
roux wasa very ſtout Man, but ſo very ſhy, that tw 
difficult to conform to his temper ; he had his ſalli 
of humour, which made him very ridiculous ; but « 
all his whims that was the pleaſanteſt, when the Kin 
gave him the Regiment; for after the King had to 
him, he granted the Regiment to him, he begg'd h 
Majeſty to give it the name of ſome of the Provinci 
of the Kingdom; tho it was not thecuſtom then, « 
cept for the old Troops; telling the King, that | 
was fo little known in his own any, that if tl 
Regiment ſhould be call'd by his name, no body wou 
liſt themſelves in it. The King thought this wi 
ſomewhat ſtrange in a Gaſcon too, who generally 1: 
lue themſelves extreamly, and don't uſe to fail 1 
| | the 
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their own character; however, the King would not 
deny him, and he hehav'd himſelf with a great deal of 
Bravery, till at laſt, as it often falls out with thoſe that 
ſerve a long time in the Armies, he was knockt on the +» 
head. 5 | 
| vaas of an age, as 1 have often ſaid, that I could 
not expect to live long; and ſo much the rather would 
not attempt to preſerve my Life at the expence of my 
Reputation; however, what I had done, en acconnt of 
this Man that had defir'd me to be his Second, gave oc- 
caſion to my Enemies to reflect on me, as if 1 had done 
it for fear, and they began to count me a Coward: If I 
had been as much a Fool as I have been formerly, 1 
ſhould have made ſome miſchief or other on that ac- 
count; but beſides that my Blood was not ſo hot now, 
Cod firſt of all, and then the King, had forbid my 
king that Vengeance, we ule to call Satisfaction, and 
took another way to let them know, that I had as much 
Courage or more than they that ſaid ſo. The firſt 
occaſion that offer d me, without taking notice of any 
thing to theſe Gentlemen, I defir'd them to go ont 
with me to diſcover the Enemy, and I carry d them ſo 
far, that they hegan to mutter at me, and told me, I 
had certainly been hir'd by ſome A to bring them 
ill to be murder d; this was all as | would have had 
it. I told them, 1 wonder d they ſhould diſcover any 
tear, who had been ſo ready to cenſure others; and ma- 
king no ſign of returning, I came within reach of the 
Enemies ſhot, when they were pleas d to leave me. 
This gave me opportunity enough to revenge my ſelf. 
When I came back to the Camp, I told all this to their 
Acquaintance, and to my own Friends, how they had 
quitted me as ſoon as I came ro the Enemies Quarter; 
and tho ſome people did not fail to tell them again, yet « 
they thought it convenient to take no notice of it, leſt a 
Man who valu'd his Life ſolittle, as they themſelves had 
ſeen, ſhould not be always in the humour to bear theis | 
feflettions,. Indeed I was 1 unhappy to he ſo much 
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talkt of for ſo ſmall a matter; ſince the like happend 
to another Man but t other day, and no notice at all 
taken of it. Every body knows that the Marquis 4: 
Crequi having challeng d a Collonel, the Collonel, in 
ſtead of meeting him as he had appointed, goes and 
acquaints the Marquis his Father, who was General q 
the Army, and taking him with him to the place, they 


found the Marquis there with his Second: Who being 
{urpriz'd, as no doubt any Son would have been, to ſee 
His Father, in ſucha caſe; and ſeeing there was no wa 
to conceal the deſign, he threw bimfelf at his feet, anc 
promis'd him never to attempt it more. There is no 
thing but good fortune and bad in the World. This 
Collonel from ſo far from hurting his Reputation, that 
* he encreas'd it, and paſt for a wife Man; and yet I not 
only ſuffer d in ſuch a caſe, but had the misfortune til 
have ſeveral of my Friends reflect on me as well as ti 
reſt, and I had no opportunity to tell them my mind t 
tho I delir'd it exceedingly ; above all, an account oi 
certain bluſtring Fellow call'd Chateau Bautot, who, i a 
we would believe himſelf, was the ſtouteſt man in tif 
Army; I had my Eye upon him, Inever came into high b 
company but I thwarted him, upon which he grew . 
reſerv d, that I often found he had a great deal of pi ic 
rience, and eaſily perceiv d he was not ſuch a Brawa; m 
he ſaid he was. I oughr indeed to have been contend 10 
to have-mortify'd him in this manner, but I watcht fe 
a further opportunity. which at laſt offer d it ſelf wh C 
I leaſt lookt for it. When I return d to the Camp thy to 
next Campaign, I came to & Deſier one day, we t 
there being a _ many Troops in the place, I h to 
like to have lain in the Street all night, but at the l pl: 
I found out an Hoſt, who by the help:of a Crown pt Tl 
curd mea Chamber; ſo I put my Baggage in and , £0 
| folv'd to lodge there; Iwent out then ro ſee ſome Obe 
cers of my acquaintance, but while I was walking willy bu 
them, Monſieur de Chateau Buutot comes into the ſang Ar 


Inn, and finding there was never a Chamber but = bat 
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makes bold to turn my Baggage out and take poſſeſſi 
on; as ſoon as I came back, they told me how it was, 
ind not believing any Man could be ſo impudenr, I 
run up Stairs to inform my ſelf; I was ſurpriz d to 
fnd him there who I wanted ſuch an occaſion againſt, 
aud he was no leſs, when he ſaw who it was he was 
like to be concern d with; but not giving him time to 
make his excuſe, I clapt the door to and bolted it, 
and told him there was no reaſon I ſhould have the 
advantage of theInn ſo much, becauſe I happen'd to 
come in an hour or two before him, but I thought he 
beſt deſerv'd the Chamber, who was belt able to keep 
it. With thoſe words I drew, expecting that he would 
do the like; but inſtead of that, he told me, he would. 
not be guilty of ſuch an ill action; that he acknow- 
ldg'd he had abus d me, and as a further mark of it, 
he would immediately remove his Baggage, it I pleas'd 
to let them be carry'd away. 1 was aſham'd of his 
Comardice, and putting up my Sword, I told him that 
at leaſt then, he ſhould behave himſelf more modeſtly 
for the future, that I had born a great deal from him, 
but I ſhould not always take it ſo ; that I would not 
uſe him as he had done me ; tho I had much more rea- 
ſon; that I now was ſatisfy'd he had a great deal 
more Tongue than Courage, and I ſhould take occaſion 
ſome time or other to tell him fo, if he did not take 
are to uſe me better. Thus I remain'd Maſter of the 
Chamber, which I was not a little glad gf1 aſſure you; 
tor I muſt own to you, I had rather ft had been he 
than any perſon in the World, for tho I know I ought 
to forgive, yet 1 could not help being thoroughly 
pleas'd ar ſuch an opportunity to revenge my ſelf. 
This accident however, made him quit the Army, and 
go and ſerve under Monſieur de Schomberg in Catalonia; 
be had a Troop of Horſe in the Regiment de Gaſſion, 
i but. as he was always a Man of pleaſure, he left the 
my to run after a Miſtreſs, and as he was coming 
back again, was kill d by the Miquelers, p 
: | : z 


2 


1 Memoirs o/ the 

As for me, I was ſtill Aid de Camp, and tho the King 
had ſeveral in the Army who wore long Beards as well 
as I, as the Marquis d' Angeau, and the Marquis 4 
Acry, yet none of them would pretend to difpure the 


of Horſe de Harcourt, thete was a Gentleman of Vexin 
call'd Be/lebuine, whoſe Father having been one of 


ſeniority with me; however, I was ſtill very vigorous 


and Monſieur de Tzrenne would ſay of me ſometime, 


that *rwas pity I began ſo late, and that if I had 2 


good a conſtitution of Body to the War, as I had of 


Mind, I ſhould have been able to do any thing. In 


deed I us'd to tire two or three Horſes a day; I may 


fo conſtantly riding about in every corner, that the 


cCall'd me the petty General of the Army. I did not 
do this to make people believe great things of me, hut 
*rwas my delight; and I always choſe rather to pleaſe 
all the World, if twas poſſible, than to e offence tt 


any ; and I know but one Man in the whole Army 
that complain d of me, and I leave the World to judge 
whether that was any fault or no. In the Regimen 


acquaintance, a Captain in the Guards, I thought m 
ſelf obligd now and then to give his Son a hint of m 
obſervations of his conduct, and J had told him of ſe 
veral things which I thought were not very much fo 


- -his Reputation; indeed he was very debaucht, and th 


he had a very honeſt Woman to his Wife, yer he ru 
away from her, and follow'd a Gang of nafty commot 
Whores: This could not but produce ill effech 0! 
him, and all that I had foretold him came to paß 
he was lookt upon in the Regiment, as one who tx. 


ſcandalous to be ſeen with, and beſides he had don 
two or three very diſhonourable Actions and to com 
"pleat all, he brought the Foul Diſeaſe with him from 7 


ris ; and whether he wanted Courage, or was unabl 


toſerve on theſe accounts, I know not, but he camei 
me one day, and defir'd me to ask leaveof Monſieur 
 _ »_ . . Turenne, for him to go ſomewhere to be cur'd : \ 
had then the Enemies Army juſt at our Trenches, ar 
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thinking it was not a proper time for any Man to leave 
the Army, I gave him my opinion, that Mr de Turenne 
would not grant it him; he would not take my word 
for it, but ſeeing I refus d to ſpeak for him, he went 
to Monſieur de JIurenne, and askt him himſelf, but he 
ald him the very ſame thing as I had ſaid, which not 
fatistying him, he went away without leave. In ſhort, 
| had good reaſon for what I ſaid, for the Armies en- 
gag d in a day or two after, and had he ſtaid till then, 
| ſhould have made no difficulty to have ſpoke to 
Mr de Turenne for him; and Monſieur de Turenne, 
who was very civil to him, told him, if he would 
have patience two or three days he ſhould go; but go- 
ing his own way to work he was caſhier d, as he well 
deſerv d. God knows I never accus'd him to Mr de 
Iurenne, but ſaid all I could in his favour, when 
they told him of it: Nevertheleſs, he took all the diſ- 
grace that was done him to be my doing, and they 
wrote to me from Paris, thar he threatned me ſtrange- 
ly : I made trifle of it, and indeed I knew him too 
nell to be afraid of him; but I was ſoon taught, that 
the braveſt Men are not always the moſt dangerous 
Enemies z but on the other hand, a Man has nothing 
cl to ſecure himſelf againſt Malice and Treachery. In 
00 ſhort, I was no ſooner come back from the Campaign, 
but one night as I was going along the Fauxbourg St 
ul Germaine very late, three Men fer upon me with na- 
108 led Swords in their hands, and I knew him to be at 
be head of them. I was not ſo much ſurpriz d, bur 
i that | had time to ask him in cold Blood, if it was 
"2 poſſible for a Gentleman to be concern'd in ſuch a 
008 piece of Villany 2 I confeſs he had been in a great 

many ill Actions, as I have before obſery'd , and now, 
laving reducd himſelf to the laſt extremity, he had 
lifted in the Gent dq Arms, where, tho I do not ſay 
but there may be ſome honeſt Gentlemen, yer I ſhall. 
dot fear to ſay alſo, there are others, who will ſtick - 
it no manner of crime; 5 75 it was that he wy 
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himſelf for all ſort of Villany, and I believe twas by 
concert with theſe people, that he undertook an action 
Jo horrid : I was in the more danger from theſe 
Rogues, becauſe 'twas very late, and I could hope for 
no help from the Watch, for they were gone, it being 
near day: But I had not ſo much work with them as 
{ expetted ; and taking care to ſet my back againſt a 
Shop, that they might not come behind me, I ſtood 
upon my defence; I have wonder'd a thouſand times, 
1 reflecting on the paſſage, how it came to pals, fince 
ö they had Villany enough to contrive ſuch an Action, 
| that they had notarm'd themſelvesin another manner; 
but ſo itpleas'd God to order it, I kept them off with 
| | the point of my Sword, till at laſt a Coach was heard, 
q which was the Duke Leſdiguieres; afſoon as ever the 
Villains ſaw the Flambeaus they fled ; and the Duke, 
| who was in the Coach, knowing me by the light, 
made his Coach ſtop, and askt me what was the mat- 
| ter? I would not tell him the name of him I had ſo 
much reaſon to have-expos'd, out of my Reſpedt to 
his Relations, who were very honelt people: I only 
told him, I had been attacked by three fellows, ! 
knew not who, and if his Grace had not come by in 
the minute, I did not know how it might have far'd 
with me, | He! ftept out of his Coach immediately, 
for fear of a ſurprize, and we walkt along together 
two or three whole ſtreets, but could ſee no body. 
But this was a day of ſtrange adventures; coming to 
a new Houſe, which was not above half finifht, we 
heard 2 3 groaning, which was like a Woman's 
Voice; Mr de Leſdiguieres order'd his Footmen to go 
into the Houſe, and ſee what was the matter, and we 
follow'd them; but I was ſtrangely ſurpriz d when! 
ſaw what it was: Twas a young Woman extraordi- 
narily well dreſt, and to appearance of ſome Quality, 
with a Mask on her Face; the was fallen in Labour in 

that place, and without any manner of help but a ſort 
gf 2 Gul, that was not like to be capable of doing ber 
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any ſervice; I was extreamly mov d at her circum- 
ance, and ſaid ſomething to her to make her ſenſible 
of it ; but Mr de Leſdiguieres, who was a hard heart- 
el Man, fell a laughing at her, and was a going to 
make her pull her Mask off, and if it had not been 
for me, I believe he would have done it, for he faid a 
gteat many hard things to her, which Idid not approve 
of: I had a great deal of difficulty to get him away, 
but having at laſt perſwaded him, I did her a great 
kindneſs, for I ſaw ſhe had almoſt ſtifled herſelf with 
ber Mask for fear of being known; and if ſhe had 
been to keep it on much longer there had been no ſav- 
ing her. I had the curioſity the next day to go and 


_ about her, making all the deſcription I could 
0 


er Dreſs and Shape, and the like; I got ſo much 
information, that I underſtood twas a Councellors 
Daughter, that paſt for a young Saint : However, tho 
ſhe was of no mean Family, yet the Child wasexpos'd 
to the Pariſh, and the Commiſſary was juſt taking it 
may as I came by: If I had thought fit, I could have 
given him ſome light into the matter; but conſidering 
that I ought not to ruine a poor Girl, who without 
doubt had been drawn in, Inever ſpoke a word of it. 
However, this affair of Bellebrunne that betel me, 


made me bethink my ſelf, and I was juſt a going to 


his Captain, the Prince de Soubize, who I had the 
honour to be particularly known to, and I knew' he 
would do me Juſtice; but then confidering *rwas a 
forry Wretch I had to do with, I thought twas not 
worth my while, only I would look tomy ſelf alittle 
better; ſo I took care to come home betimes at night, 
and if I was out late, I always took ſome of the 
Watch, who for a ſmall matter would guard me to 
my Lodging; by which means I avoided: him in the 
night, aud he had not Courage enough to attack me 


| by day light. 


I had follow'd the War now three years, in which 
time 1 had plaid the good Husband ſo well, that I had 


three years Rent in Bank, which I think was extraoz- 
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dinary for my Poſt, where 'twas not the Cuſtom to be 
ſaving z for my pay was 100 Crowns every fix weeks, 
and truly I made bold to live upon Monſicur de IA. 
renne for my Dyet , ſo that I never was in à better 
condition in my life. But knowing not well what to 
do with my Money, I enquir'd alter an opporturi:y 
to put it out; and ſpeaking to a Friend of mine «ot 
it, he told me, he could accommodate me himſell, 
without my ſecking any further; that he had lent 20 
thouſand Francs to a Gentleman of Provence to buy a 
Place with, and had taken a Mortgage of him for it, 
and he would intereſt me in it if I pleas'd z and that, 
tho it was not uſual, yet he had a Counter Secy- 
rity alſo upon the place to the value of 20 thouſand 
Crowns, between him and the Mareſchal de Hum eres, 
who had lent 40 thouſand Francs on the ſame account; 
ſo that I ſhould run no hazzard in it, and ſhould 
oblige him too. This lookt ſo fair that I had 
nothing to object, and being alſo very willing to 
ſerve him, I tetcht him my Money, tho I had in- 
rended to have put it into the Fund of Annuities, or 
ar leaſt into the Town-houſe. Indeed I had better have 
done ſo, but I was born to be a Beggar. Irecciv'dithe 
Intereſt but a very little while; and the Gentleman dy. 
ing, the King gave the place to Monſieur de Briſſec, 
Major of the Guard du Corps, without any regard to 
the obligation the other had made: I had laid my men- 
ſures ſo, fooliſhly, thatinſtead of taking an Aſſignment 
of the Deed from the perſon I lent the Money to, with 
his ſecurity for the payment, I Jet him be quit, and my 
ſelf be conſtituted in his place; ſo that all the hopes! 
had, was upon the ſucceſſion of Monſieur d'Arbouſte, 
who held the ſaid Government; but then underſtand: 
ing that he owed already morethan he was worth, that 
thought was at an end; but then we reckon'd, that it Il * 
the King had an account of the Caſe; he would cauſe If 
Monſieur de Briſſac to pay us; and the rather becauſe I « 
the Mareſchal de Humieres was concerned, who we 
thought had intefeſt enopgh to appear for us; the — 
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ſon I had done this withal had great Friends too, it was 
Mr de Saillant, Brother to Mr de Montauban, Lieute- 
tenant General in the King's Army; but tho this Man 
did his endeavour, the other did nor ſtir in it, telling 
s was to no purpoſe, for that Mr de Briſſac not be- 
ing able to pay us, to trouble the King about it, would 
hut be to ask him to give us ſo much Money out of 
his own Coiter : But this did not ſatisfie Mr de Sail. 
am and me; and as I did not care neither to appear 
too publickly in jr, all the care of the matter lay upon 
Mr de Saillant, who to ſay the truth, ſpared no pains in 
the buſineſs z but 'twas three months before he could 
have a word of anſwer, tho he had given abundance of 
Petitions to the King with his own hand; at laſt Mon- 
feur de Louvois told him, that if he would not offend 
the King, he ſhould deſiſt his pretenſions in this affair, 
and think of ſomething elſe to ask of the King to make 
him ſatisfaction. This was enough to let us know 
dur Money was loſt. But Monſieur de Saillant think- 
ing himſelf oblig d on my account, but chiefly on ac- 
count of his own Family, not to be put off ſo, preſented 
ſtill ſeveral other Petitions to the King, to one of which 
the King anſwer'd him himſelf, that he might know 
of the Mareſchal de Humieres how that affair ſtood. 
Mr de Saillant having told me this, Itroubled my ſelf 
no further, thinking that Mr de Humieres having 
already told us his mind, he had made his Court at the 
expence of our Cauſe, but I did him wrong; for very 
generouſly he had told the King, that if he had nor 
importun d him, *rwas becauſe his Majeſty had already 


been ſo bountiful to him, and that in his Majeſty's | 


tavour he could nor be the poorer for the loſs of 40 


thouſand Francs; but that it was otherwiſe with Mr de 


Hillant, who, beſides that he was not very rich, had 
alſo a very rent Family; as for me he ſaid nothing, 
, Idid not appear, and I ſaw alſo that Mr 


de Saillant did what was poſſible. One would have 
thought ſo handſome a Declaration as this of the o 
fey teſcha 


* 


| * ,berg, now Biſhop of Strasburg, and had ſurprizi 


has too much diverted, The year 1675 being begun, 


. made him raiſe the Siege of Oudenard. In all theſe 


it impoſſible to be effected. The Marquis 
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conſider what might be the effect of ſuch a procceding, 
Mareſchal de Humieres ſhould have done us ſome 
ſervice, and that the King, or Mr de Briſa: would 
have paid us; but they thought no more of that, leſt 
they ſhould be oblig'd to pay the Mareſchal de Hy. 
mieres too: ſo that Mr de Saillant had for his laſt an- 
ſwer, that he ſhould not preſs it any farther, but ra. 
ther ſeek for ſomething elſe to ask of the King ; he 
card not for all this neither, but ſtill continued ſol. 
liciting, tho to no purpoſe at all. 
But to return to my other affairs, which this ſtory 
{ prepar'd again in the Campaign with Mr de I 
renne: He had finiſhed the laſt fo gloriouſly, that 
there was nothing known like it ; he had fought fou 
Battels in one Summer, with ſuch unequal Forces, as 
any body but he would have been overthrown ; but 
his Conduct, or his Courage, always ſupply'd his 
want of numbers; and in the laſt fight, with not 
above 25000 Men, he drove the Germans back over 
the Rhine, tho they were ot leaſt 700 ſtrong. In 
other places where the War was more diſpers'd, it 
was Iill proportionably ſucceſsful on our {ide, the 
King having taken the Franc he Comte; and the Prince 
of Conde, who made head againſt the Prince of Orange, 
having taken his Baggage at the Battel of Sereff, and 


places there fell a World of Men, and a Peace ſeemd 
equally needful to both parties, but one thing rendrel 

e Gran 
__ha& been too cunning for Prince William of Furſten: 


him in the City of Cologne, and taken him Priſoner; 
and this had quite broken off all the Treaties then on 
foot for the Peace of Chriſtendom. He was carry d 
to Neuſtadt under a ſtrong Guard; and the Emperor, 
who knew he was deep in the intereſts of hisEnem's,ſ 
and afraid too of his capacity, reſoly d to detain * 
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„aso the action was condemn'd by all the World, as 
: WM :z2inſt the Laws of Nations; the Prince being at the 
| WH ifembly at Cologne, on the part of the Elector of that 
t came ; and the violence offer'd him there was enough, 

without any further deſign upon him: And people 
ere the more concern'd at this too, becauſe of all 
„ things the Emperor himſelf was a Prince far from fuch 
e illdefigns; but ſome of his States-men perſwading him, 
„dat he could not be ſafe without ir, and that this 

Prince Milliam had as much credit in the Empire as him- 
at, he made his Judgment ſtoop to his Intereſt, and ſo 
„is ruine was concluded on; and if the Emperor had 
„been leſs Religious he had not liv'd long. In ſhort, 
ey aſſembled the next day, more indeed to make a 
WH formal Judgment, than to examine much into his af- 
fair; but the Emperor would have but three of his 
t Miniſters there, of whom the Prince de Lokowtts was 
bone. They condemn'd him to loſe his Head, and the 
i Execution was appointed to be in private, and not to 
de known till it was over. But the Prince de Loo- 
n wits, who fign'd the ſaid Sentence much againſt his 
twill, whether it was that he was a Penfioner to France, 
ic i bis Enemies gave our, or that he thought that man- 
ci ner of proceeding would reflect upon the honour of 
„tte Emperor his Maſter, ſent word to the Popes Nun- 
u cio, and defir'd him to go to the Emperor, and to 
le threaten him with the Cenſure of the Church, if he 
a ſuffer d this Sentence to be executed. The Nuncio, 
ei who had already Orders from the Pope to intercede 
uy for the Prince's Liberty, was very ready to forward the 
. matter, and ſent immediately to demand Audience of 
me Emperor; who being ſurpriz'd, when he under- 
1:88 ſtood he was acquainted with an affair which he had 
on committed to ſo few perfons : The Emperor did all he 
could to find out how he came by the information; but 
„che Nuncio told him, his Majeſty knew well enough. 
what he told him was true, and egg d his Majeſty to 
MY ſpare his Life. | 1 

| The 


but after all, Fortune ſtill declar'd for us, and every 
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The Emperor, who is a mighty Religious Prince, and 
whoſe Conſcience would not permit him to contradit 
the Pope, ſuffer'd himſelf to be bluſter d out of his 
intentions by the high wordsof this Church-man, and 
ſo chang d the Sentence from that of Death to cloſe 
Impriſonment. It was alſo a great ſtep to his Delive- 
rance, that he had taken up the Habit of an Ecclefi 
aſtick, for that was the Nuncio's great Argument to the 
Emperor, that he had nothing to do to put to death; 
Man who was conſecrated to the Church; and that if 
he was guilty of any crime, the Pope ought to take 
cognizance of it. 

ut if the Prince de Locowits found means thus to 


Auave the Prince of Furſtemberg, he ruin'd himſelf by 


it; for the Emperor preſently ſuſpecting that this lu- 
telligence muſt come from him, caus'd him to be ar. 
reſted, and ſeized: upon his Secretary at the ſame time, 
who they put to the Torture. It is hardly to be ima: 
in'd the barbarous uſage they both receiv'd ; for be- 
des this affair, for which they were refolv'd to plague 
him, the Empreſs, that then was, ow'd him a ſpleen, 
for oppoſing her Marriage, which ſhe could never for- 
give him; he had indeed puſht on the Match with the 
preſent Empreſs, and had the other dy'd ſooner, per- 
haps he might have made a ſhift to get off clear; but 
the Empreſs bating him, every one made their Court 
to her, by puſhing at him, till at laſt he was ſent to 
one of his own Caſtles, where they found means to 
poiſon him, and ſo ſent him out of the way, 
_ Theſe things had rais'd ſuch a ferment on both fides, 
that inſtead of a Peace, or rhe hopes of ir, the flame 
of War was kindled more violent than ever. All the 
preparations, imaginable were made on every fide; 


year before the Enemy could be got together, the 
King had taken two or three of their beſt places; 
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by this means the Low Countries grew weaker and WI 


weaker, tho indeed 'twas chiefly by the negligence 6 
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the Court of Spain; for, inſtead of committing the 
Government of theſe Countries ro an experienc'd 
Souldier that underſtood things, the Duke de Villa 
Hermoſa was then Governour, who had never ſery'd 
in any degree above a Captain of Horſe, and was 
no way a match for the old politick Commanders 
in the King's Army. The Spazzard had another fail- 
ng too, which was, that they wanted Money to make 
Magazines for their Forces; whereas the King could 
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take the Field in the middle of Winter, and his Men 
had no neceſſities to encounter, bur the ſeverity of the 
, Wl ſeaſon ;, all theſe things ought to have inclind them 
va 2 Peace, and moſt people thought it would have 
done ſo ; but the Miniſters of State ſeeing with other 
Eyes, they reſolved upon the continuance of the War, 
to the great regret of all Europe, who was quite wea- 
ry of ſuch a long and bloody contention. 3 RET 
f [ had ſtill my old Poſt, and being of ſo ill an age 
por Action, I ſought for no other; and fmding that 
| WH Monſieur de Farenne was almoſt ready to go into the 
Field, I got away before with my little Equipage : As 
. Wl | went by Courtenai, 1 found a Spaniſh Officer of the 
Kegiment of Grana, call'd Cueilette, who had been 
» WH taken Priſoner in the Battel of Seneff, and was return- 
ting into Germany, with ſome private Souldiers, who 
had run the ſame fate with himſelf ; they had an Or- 
» Wl der for Quarters, paying for what they took; but the 
Sheriffs were forc'd to put them all into a Barn with 
brav for their Lodging; the Officer lay in an Inn, 
and I becoming acquainted with him there, we lodg'd 
together for three or four times; I found him a very 
civil Gentleman, he told me he was a Lorrainer, and 
that he had been Page to Prince Charles, now Duke of 
Lorrain. His company was very agreeable to me, eſpe. 
cially ſince I travell'd no faſter than he, only ir coſt me 
© 2 little dearer, for when he came to Bur Sur Seine, he 
told me his Money was all gone, and that Monſieur 
[.»:vois having made him attend ſeveral davs for bis 


"> 


1 
1 . 
78 
if 
1 
1 
| 
| 
14 


„ Rios Th —=, ww. OC» CD 


— m— 2 — — pn > 


\ 
2 

_— 
— 


— 


286 Memoirs of the 
Paſsports, he had — his Money and knew not how to 
get more, till he ſhould reach to Mera; that if I would 
defray his charges ſo far, and his Men, I ſhould extream. 
ly oblige him, and he would certainly reimburſe me 
when he came there. I believ'd all he ſaid, and did 
more for him than I ſhould have been perſwaded to do 
for one of my own Countrymen, at leaſt unleſs I ha 
known him very well: I told him he ſhould not be 
diſturb'd, I would let him have what he had occaſion 
for. When we came to Mets, he told me, the Man 
who he was directed to, was gone out of Town, ſo 
that inſtead of paying me what he had promis'd me, 
be muſt beg me to contipue my aſſiſtance to him, and 
ſupply him till he came to Strasburg, that there he 
had — of Acquaintance; and that as ſoon 2 
ever he came there, he would punQually repay me all 
I had laid out for him: I did not miſtruſt him yet, but 
ſupply'd him with whatever he wanted; but from that 
day to this I could never ſee one penny of my Money; 
and tis the leaſt I can do, to give this caution to ſuch 
as read theſe Memoirs, to take heed who they truſt in 
that manner: I have been ſince told he is become 2 
Capuchin, but he might have paid his Debts firſt ; for 
Ido not underſtand they have any more priviledge than 
other people, to rob their Neighbours. 
In ſhort, Monſieur de Turenne ſoon after being come 
to the Army, he had about as much cauſe to be pleasd 
with the Inhabitams of Strasburg, as I had with Mon 
fieur Czerlette , they promis'd him a thouſand things 
which they never perform'd, but he might haveknomn 
them, for they us'd him juſt in the ſame manner th? 
year before; this oblig d him to paſs the Nine, to pte. 
vent their giving up their Bridge to the Enemy; but 
all the Country being ruin d, tis impoſſible to tell you 
what difficulties we were put to for want of Forrage, 
and for fifteen days together our Horſes eat nothing 
but Weeds we pickt up and down near the Camp. Ti 
Quarter Maſter General of the Horſe, gave * 
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Jure nne an account of this every night when he 
went for Orders, telling him the Cavalry could nor 
ſubfift any longer, if they were not permitted to For- 
nge, for it had been a long time fince he would ſuffer 
them to go out for that ſupply ; but Monfieur de Tu- 
enne anſwer' d him, that they would never dye with 
hunger, as long as there was Leaves upon the Trees, 
1nd if they wanted they might go and gather them if 
they pleas d. The Enemy far d no better "in wedid, 
d we did nothing on neither fide, but watch to ſee 
which would break up firſt, ſo as the other might make 
ſome advantage of it; for if we had a great Captain 
t the head of our Army, the Germans had no fool 
with them, being commanded by no leſs a Man than 
Montecuculi, who had ſhewn us a piece of his skill at 
the beginning of the War in the firſt Campaign, when 
figning to march away, he countermarcht immediate- 
ly, and went directly to thecontrary, and on a ſudden 
i ſurrounded Bon in ſuch a manner, as we could by no 
means relieve it. Thus the two Armies lay, and both 
in WM fuffer'd great inconveniencies, till at laſt they came ſo 
bear, as 'twas thought they could not part without 
or coming to a Battel, and every one was overjoy'd at the 
in Ml hopes of being deliver at once from all theſe miſe- 
ries; but juſt at the very moment, when Mon ſieur de 
ne Turenne thought the hour of Victory was come, he 
a was killd with a Cannon Bullet, by the fault, in part, 
of Monſieur de St Hillaire, Lieutenant General of the 
208 Artillery ; I ſay by his fault, becauſe Monſieur de Tu- 
un renne having ſpoke to him to go along with him, to 
bz view where he might place a Battery, he muſt needs 
rel ftay to put on a Red Cloak, by which they were known 
to ers, and that made the Enemy fire at them 
ou and the ſame Ball that kill d the one, ſhot off the Arm 
gil of the other, as they were pointing at ſomething they 
ing were taking notice of together. 
[he If another was to tell this ſtory, you might expect 
eu ſome account of the ſtrange gonſternation which ſœ 
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288 Memoirs of the 
the whole Army upon this unhappy àccidenr; but! 
can give no diſtinct relation, for the confuſion 1 
in my ſelf was fo great, that I minded no body elſe 
nor took no obſervation of other matters; this 1 know 
that every body gave themſelves over for loſt ; and the 
more - becauſe the Marquis de Vaubrun, and the 
Count de Lorges, without conſidering that the condi. 
tion we were in requir'd-a common unity for our ge. 
neral ſafety, fell to making Factions and Parties, and 
to draw the great Officers to their ſides, about the 
principal Command. This had certainly been the ry. 
ine of the whole Army, if it had continu'd bur tyo 
days; but ſome of the graver heads remonſtrating to 
them, that this was not a time for them ro diſpute 
Pundtilio's of Honour, and point of Command, but «» 
conſider the Honour of the King, and that they would 
be call'd to an account for it if things miſcarry'd upon 
this ſcore: At ww they perſwaded them to refer their 
etenſions to ſome of the principal Officers, choſen 
y the reſt to decide it between them; and ſo diffe. 
rences being compos d, we began to retreat towards 
the Rhine, where we had a Bridge of Boats. But we 
- had taken ſeveral advanc'd Poſts near the Enemy, ani 
cas neceſſary to draw our Men out of them before 
we decampt, which we did without any loſs, ſetting; 
fite to our Works, and principally at iat, where: 
all the Mills were burnt. The Enemy, aſſoon as er 
they had notice of the Death of our General, imagit 
ing we would retreat, as we did indeed, prepar'd to 
fall upon us; and decamping the very moment that nallihnz 
began to retire, they attackt us at a Paſs of a lit. 
River: The Fight was very obſtinate on both fide 
outs being enrag d at the loſs of their General, aa 
the other in hopes to make their advantage of ol 
confuſion, knowing we had loſt our principal depen 
dance; bur neither Party had their ends, for the Gef 
© mans being oblig d to repa ſs the River, with the 10 
O. a“ grelt nie we had the honour of the AV 
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I.; yet however we were forc d to proceed on our 
A ketteat, and that with all the caution intaginable; 
„ad the Enemy having waited upon us to the Rhine, 
„ee paſt that River in fight of their Army. | 
e My Commiſſion being void by the death of Monſieur 
e Tzrcnne, I reſolv'd to leave the War, and there be. 
Jig a great many more in the ſame circumſtances, we 
e-Mformed our ſelves into a little Troop, that we might be 
dale to defend our ſelves if we ſhould be atrackt ; for 
e beldes that the Country was full of Schepepars, a ſort 
et People as dangerous as the Enemy, the Germans alſo: 
ond paſt the Rhine after us, and filled the Country with 
their Parties, and we met with one of chem preſently, 
with whom we engag d, and had the good fortune ut- 
tely to defeat them by plain force: We took the Offi- 
cr that commanded them Priſoner, and they that took 
imbaving ſearcht him, they found a Paſsport in his 
Pocket, which they brought ro me, for they had made 
hoice of me to Command them, till weſhould be paſt 
(anger. This Paſsport ſeem'd ſomething particular to 
me, for among us there was no body took Paſsports, 
ut ſuch as belong'd to ſome Garri ſons; but they told 
none they did not belong to the Body of the Army, but 
dee certain Troops which the Enemy had poſted in ſeve- 
al places in Alſace. While he was talking with me, 1 
Werceiv'd fome Blood run down his Coat, upon which 
"ol told him, I doubted he was wounded ; he told us he 
not, for he knew nothing of it; but when be ſaw 
is Blood he chang d colour immediately, and which 
very ſtrange, in a moment more he dropt down 
ed; whether twas really from the greatneſs of the 
ound, or the furprize of it that ſeiz d him, which! 
m more apt to believe; for certainly Fear is capable 
it producing mote A Effects than that: 
ind the Marquis d' Uxelies, Collonel of the Dauphin 
Fegiment, told me a Story a few days ago, that at the 
erel of Caſſel, one of the Soldiers fell down dead in 
e Ranks, before one ws fir d, juſt as they wer 
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going to charge. Twas a great good Fortune to us how. 
ever, that this Man dy d thus, without which, I, and all 
my Troop had been taken Priſoners, for we were 
hardly got a League farther, before we met with ano- 
ther Party of the Enemies Horſe, who were at leaſt 
three hundred ſtrong. I was a little ſurpriz d, for our 
Scouts had not time to come to ask them who 
they were for? But ſome of their Body came up to 
me, and askt me who we were? It came ſtrangely 
into my Head, at the very moment, to make uſe of 
the Paſsport I told you of, and with a greater preſence 
of mind than was uſual to me in ſuch caſes, I told them 
we belong'd to ſuch a Garriſon, naming the place the 
dead Officer had belong'd to, and to confirm it I ſhow 
them my Paſsport, which they taking for granted, ler 
us all go. Twas a great Happineſs to me, that I was 
pretty well Maſter of the German Language, ſo that 
they never imagin'd me to be a Frenchmen, for that in- 
deed was what deluded them moſt. Being thus hap- 
pily got out of their Clutches we purſued our Journey, 
and artiv'd ſafely in France, where they had given over 
all for loſt upon the Death of Mr de Turenne. The 
King himſelt indeed expected ſome diſaſter to fall out, 
and therefore had ſent an Expreſs to the Prince of Con. 
de, who was then in Flanders, to put himſelf at the 
head of the Army in Germany, with all the Expedition 
imaginable. The Germans were ſet down before Ha. 
gue nan, but the Prince of Conde advancing with a reſo- 
lIution to fight them, they rais'd the Siege: They had 
alſo appear d before Saverne, and rais'd ſome Batteries, 
and for three days together had fir'd upon the Town, 
and thrown in a great many Bombs; but this only 
 Jerv'd to encourage us again, ſeeing they made no 
better uſe of the advantage they had. I was juſt ar. 
riv'd at Paris, when the news of theſe things came 
thicher z but nothing ſurpriz'd me like the ſtory they 


told of ſome Fews in thoſe Towns, who had got a 


way to put out the Fuſe of the Bombs, juſt as they 
5 we 
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ere going to break. They threw themſelves deſpe- 
| MW cately upon them with the Hide of an Ox juſt kill'd in 
their hands, and ſtopping the Mouth of the Fuſe ſo 
tat no Air cou'd get in, they put the Fuſe quite out. It 
had been a brave contrivance for the Geroeſes to have 
had ſome of rheſe people with them, upon the late ren- 
counter we had with them; which ifthey had, their City, 
which was the moſt magnificent in the World, had not 
been reduc'd to that condition we are told it now lies in. 
The Death of Monſieur de Turenne was daily in my 
thoughts, and if I had had the leaſt inclination to a So- 
litude, I believe this alone would have caus d me to 
have retir d to a Cloyſter ; but that ſort of life having 
been always my averſion, I made no advantage of the 
example that Great Man left me, who had reſolv'd to 
retire himſelf among the Fathers of the Oratory if ever 
hehad out-liv'd the War. I ſpeak this to my ownſhame, 
that an old fellow, asI was, of above threeſcore and ten, 
ſhould be ſo fond of the World at that Age, that 1 
could not be perſwaded to forſake it. To ſpeak the 
truth, I did not ſeem ſo old as I was, as 1 have ſaid 
before, for tho I might have been truſted ſafely enough 
t, with Women, yet my Age it ſeems did not appear ſo 
nuch, but that I was capable of making ſome Peopl 
e jealous : Indeed I was the occaſion thata Gentleman o 
n Picardy, whoſe name l ſhall conceal, made a pretty ſort 
. ef an eſſay upon his Wife, which might have been a 
ne Hiſtory if it had been publick, for being become 
extraordinary Jealous of his Wife, he gets him a Friars 
Habit, one of the ſame fort he knew his Wife went to 
Confeſſion to, and having brib'd her Page to be true to 
bim, he order d it ſo that when ſhe ſent the Boy for 
her Confeſſor, he ſhould, bring her word that he was 
not well, but that he had ſent one of his Fellows of 
the Order. In the mean time her Husband dreſt him- 
lf in the Habit, and went to her Chamber, which be- 
Ing a dark Room, he did not fear being diſcover'd , 
being there, he began to * ſtrange work with 72 
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tor he inſtead of acting the Confeſſor, examin'd her 


nori, the Governor of Treves, was the occaſion; they 


_Exprefs: The real occafion of the misfortune was, that 
inſiead of 2co Horſe which he had order d to go out to 
Torrage, the order was miſtaken, and all the Horſe went 


particularly if ſhe had not entertain d me; and ſh 
could not imagine why after all ſhe could ſay to him 
ſtill he repeated the ſame queſtion to her over and 
over, which he did alſo to inform himſelf of ſome 
other ſuſp cicn wh'ch he had in his head, if I might 
believe wha: the told me the next day; he got nothing 
from her but what ſhe did not care if all the World 
knew : But the truth was, ſhe knew him by his Voice, 
which made her be cautious, and ſhe had Wit enough 
not to let him peiceive it; but both made a jeſt of 
their Religion, one to ſatisfie his Jealouſy, and to find 
our, if it had been poſſible, the Intrigues of his Wife, 
and the other to cure his Jealouſy it the could, which 
only made him ill natur d. | 
While I ſpent my time thus, the Kings Army had 
enough to do to repulle the Germans, and hardly coud 
keep them from preſſing into France it ſelf; for the 
death of Monſieur de 'Turennc was not the only misfor- 
tune that befel us, for there happen d a worſe at Treues 
where the Mareſchal de Crequz was ſo entirely beater, 
that we have rarely heard of ſuch a defeat; moſt pec- 
ple, eſpecially thoſe that did not know ho things 
ere carry d, thought the accident which befel Mr g. 


thought, I ſay, that he having agreed with Mr de Cre 
wt to ſally out and fall upon the Enemies Rear, and 
0 killd in the March, which the General knew no- 
thing of, was the cauſe of the diſaſter, it being impoſ- 
{ible to provide againſt all things; bu: I muſt explain 
this, for Mr de Cequi knew well enough before that 
his Horſe had ron him and broke his Neck, the Kings 
Lieutenant of 17eves having ſent him word of it by an 
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ever 'twas, this Affair perplext the Court very much, if 
the Enemy could have made the beſt of their advantage, 
but the differences among themſelves were the occaſi- 
on that it all ended with the taking the City of L/ eves. 

I had follow'd a courſe of Lite for four years paſt 
which was very agreeable to me, and tho one would 
have thought I ſhould have lov'd my eaſe be ter, vet 
could not be quiet but I muſt return to the Wars. but 
I could find no opportunity, for every body knew me, 
and I was aſhamed at my years to go and beg an em- 
ploy, ſo I was forc'd to fit ſtill whether I would or no; 
| know not whether my diſquiet at this, or any other 
cauſe brought me to it, but at laſt I began to be 
out of order, and in ſeven or eight days I was ſo bad, 
that I was given_over by all peop:e; my Diſtemper was 
a 1 and tho they could find no way to ſtop it, 
jet I was of ſo ſtrong a Conſtitution, that I do. not 
think 1 was ſounder at 25 years of age; from whence 
Icould not believe I was ſo ill as they ſaid I was, and 
no body would tell me of ir, but ſeeing my Valet de 
Chambre cry, I would know what was the matter with 
him, and he told me it was becauſe the Chyrurgeon 
bad told him I was adead Man; I ſay the Chyrurgeon, 
becauſe you muſt know I fell ſick in the Country, and 
having no Doctor at hand, I would not let them ſend 
for one: I was not frighted at what the Boy ſaid, but 
finding my Diſtemper increaſe, I ſent to Paris for a 
Horſe Litter to carry me thither, being about 12 miles 
off; being brought thither, I ſent for. a Doctor that us d 
to come to me, one Jonquet, and the firſt thing he askt 
me was, if I had not had a debauch; I askt him what 
he meant by it, for there was ſeveral forts of de- 
bauches; that if he meant of Women, I had not been a 
later of the Sex in my time; But he told me he meant 
35 to Wine; adding withal, that if it was from that, be 


vuould not undertake me, for it would be impoſſible to 


tecover me; I aſſur d him there was no ſuch thing, up- 
on which he told me then there was hope; however he 
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would promiſe me nothing, for I was ancient, and ther 
fore he advis d me to ſend for a Prieſt, and make mx 
ters even for another World: I believed him, and com 
mitted my ſelf wholly to Gods Mercy and the Docdon 
Art; he took me into his management, and kept mei 
his hands five monchs entire, in which time I took ſom; 
Phyſfick or other of him every other day. This is: 
ſtory every one may not believe, that one of ſeyeny 
years old ſhould hold out ſo long in a Diſtemper, th; 
often diſpatches younger Men in half the time; at la 
my Phyſcian coming to ſee me told me, *twould he: 
diſgrace to him to take any more of my Money, and d 
me no more good; that all that he could think of i 
give me, or all that he could beinform'd of in Conſult 
Hon with others, ſery'd indeed to keep me alive, but ng 
at all to recover me, and therefore he would come and 

* Tee me as a Friend, but not as a Phyſician. This was it 
ſhort to tell me he had given me over; however, th 
both from my Diſtemper and my Age I had reaſ 
enough to fear, yet I had no apprehenſion on me, I onl 
defired him tocontinue his good Offices, and come i 
Te me as he uſed to do; but he like a very honeſt Ma 
would nottakeany more Money. and tho my Diſtempe 
Held me four months longer, he never fail'd coming i 
Tee me: I ſhould tell you a lye if 1 ſhould ſay, I was 
as much pain all that time as I was before, for J had; 

great deal of eaſe to what Luſcd to have, but beingno 

i atall cur'd, and reſolved. if twere poſſible, whatere! 

Coll, to get rid of the Diſtemper, I had recourſe to 
thouſand Quacks and Mountebanks to relieve me, an 

I took a world of Stops and Drugs, but finding all wa 
to no more purpoſe than what Mr Fonquer had don 
Already, I ſent for one Father Ange, a Capuchin, whi 

Vas accounted an admirable Man for thefe ſort of thing 
X: 1 85 he came in, I told him a long ſtory of what I hut 

SO fer d by this Diſtemper, and that I hop d he could ta 

me of ſomething to cure me; he reply d a doleful A 
that ke had knoyrn ſeveral that had languiſh'd a long! 
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time under the ſame Diſtemper than I, that the Duke 
of Luxemburgh had had it four years together, aud per- 
haps this might hold me as long; if I had been able I 
lieve I ſhould have beaten him to hear him ta'k in 
ſuch a manner; but I was grown ſo weak that the leaft 
puf would have blown me down almoſt ; ſo I was 
ſorc d to take it patiently, and only askt him if he could 
tell me of any thing to do me good, atleaſt that I might 
get ſome reſt, for I had not ſlept, as I may ſay, in eight 
months, and *rwas that which weaken d me ſo extream- 
ly, The good Man to pacify me, brought me the next 
morning a miraculous Syrup, which beſides its Virtue, 
was ſo pleaſant to the taſte, that I thought when I took 
it] was drinking Rasberry-water. I flept after it 12 
hours without waking; and when he came to ſee what 
ellect it had on me, I embrac'd him, and aſſured him, 
that I ſhould be bound to acknowledge the remainderof _ 
my Life was owing to him. But 1 began to rejoyce 

a little roo ſoon, for all the other Remedies he gave 
me, were ſo far from having the ſame effect, that they 
only put Nature into a ferment; and all the benefit I 
had was, that I found it eaſy ro take his Medicines, for 
they were all pleaſant as the firſt ; ſo I diſmiſt Father 
Ange, as I had done all the reſt: And I believe this un- 
happy Diſtemper had ſtill been my Companion, if Ma- 
dam d' Ort, Siſter to the Marquis de Feuquieres, had not 
happen d to come to Paris, I was acquianted with her, 
but more particularly with her Husband, who was a 
brave Gentleman; ſhe enquiring after her old Friends, 
and hearing what a pitiful condidion I was reduc'd to, 
came to ſee me, and brought with her a certain ſort of 
Bread, which ſhe had made up like a Cake, which I had 
no ſooner eaten of but I found my ſelf perfectly cur'd : 

| have carry'd ſome of it about me ever fince, I think 
may ſay it has been the preſerver of my Life. . 
T Twas impoſſible to be brought lower than was ; yet 
this good effect my affliction had, that it made me more 
fenſible of the things of ork World than! had been 
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formerly; I went to Church a little oftner than I had 
us'd ; and in ſnort, I began to remember, that I was ſome 
time or other to dye: On this account having heard 
a certain Capuchin, call'd Father Marc d Avano, why 
was reported to work Miracles, I had the curioſity to 
go and ſee him. I took Poſt from Paris to Flanders, 
where] heard he was; but being told he was newly gore 
from thence for Germany, I followed him, and over- 
took him in the Country of Guelders. I had no oc- 
caſion to make much enqui ry after him, for all the Road 
was crowded with People, who came, as I did, from 
all parts to ſee him. But tho every one told me with 
eat earneſtneſs, that they had ſeen him cure ſeveral 
Diſeaſes, and particularly the Lame; yet tho I look d 
with all the Eyes I had, I could ſee nothing of it, only 
that the vogue was got ſo into the Heads of people, 
that he had never leſs than an hundred thouſand people 
about him where-ever he quarter'd, and wade a figure 
like the Entry of ſome great Prince; they builtScaffolds, 
and paid for ſtanding at Windows to ſee him go by. 
My Zeal having made me as much a Fool as the reſt, 
I was nor long before I repented it, for the Scaffold! 
was got upon to ſee him, breaking with the weight of 
the people, I fell downfroma place ſeven or eight foot 
high, and broke one of my Arms ; ſeveral others had 
the like misfortune, or were as much hurt; but tho they 
ſay *tis.a comfort to have Companions in affli tion, 
found none from it now, and the rather, becauſe I was 
in a Country whete 'twasa rare thing to get a good Sui. 
geon. I ſent about for one of the beſt, but they brought 
me one that underſtood no more than one of our Ap- 
rentices in France ; and after he he had very roughly 
andled me for about 3 weeks, I found it was fo ill 
ſet, that twas all to be done over again. I repented a 
thouſand times of my Devotion, and curs'd the people 
that put this ſtory of Father Aviano into my head; but 
all this did not cure me; I found my ſelf reduc'd to 
the neceſſity of carrying my Arm to Faris in the cond: 
6 „ e tion 
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con 'twas then in; or elfe to put my ſelf into the 
e hand of the Hangman of Ruremond. This Man under- 
WM ſtood ſetting of Bones as well as breaking them, and 
nad got ſuchaname for it, that ſeveral Gentlemen told 
me, all people who thought themſelves ill cur'd by o- 
thers, went to him. It ſeem d an odd thing to me, to 
= 2pply my ſelf co the 3 ; but conſidering I was 
but in an ill condition to be carry'd to Paris, I een 
„ deliver'd my ſelf over to him, like a condemn'd per- 
con in deſpair : Being come to his Houſe, I told him 
1 what had happen'd to me, and askt him if he could do 
me any goed; to which he ſurlily reply d, with the 
1 true air of a Hangman, that he had curd thoſe that had 
deen worſe than I; he took hold of my Arm and ſtretcht 
root; and whether it was that he handled me a little 
- WH rudely, or the averſion I had to the Man, I know nor, 
e but I thought he had done me a prejudice, and I gave 
dim ſuch a look as would not have pleas d him, if he 
had ſeen it ; However, after telling me, that he who 
had had me in hand was a ſorry ignorant Fellow, and 
making it out by a great many terms of Art, which I 
have forgot, he askt me if I had any body to hold me, 
while he perform'd his Operation ; I told him no, and 
I thought there would be no need, I hop'd I had Cou- 
rage enough to bear it; and I ſuppos d all the pain he 
would put me to, would not force me to cry out. He 
ſhook his head at that, which was as much as to ſay he 
believ'd ner a word of it, and told he was not f uch 
2 Coxcomb to attempt ir upon that ——_— 3 but 
fince 1 had no body with me, he would have ſome of 
his own people for that purpoſe, and that he muſt ſtay 
for them, for they were 8 upon a ſmall Execution 
about a league or two off. This little Execution he 
talkt of was, they had been breaking a Man upon the 
Wheel that had kill'd his Wife: By and by they came 
home, and with their hands all Bloody, laid hold of 
me, juſt methought as they had been doing to that 
Murtherer. The Maſter took hold of my __ and 
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remain to him, as were not mention d particnlarly in thi 
Treaty, this was doubtleſs his own, there being not 


power again, aſſoon as ever we had abandoned it. But 


the Inhabitants, who had always been their own Ma 


had good reaſon to tell me I muſt be held- However, 


the Spaniard, he reſolv'd therefore to have it in ex: 
change for 4/oft,which he had pretenſions to of another 


Great Britain, who had been a Mediator of the Treat) 
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broke it again in an inſtant, without any engine but his 
hands, but not without ſuch exquiſite pain to me thathe 


was very well ſatisfy d in going to him, for I was wel 
again ina few days, and never felt any weakneſs in that 
Arm fince, any more than if it had never been hurt. 
At laſt this War ended, after it had held three yea 
and all was concluded by the Peace of Nimeguen, 5 
much to the King's advantage as the Campaign had 
been ; for he had found out a way to divide his Ene 
mies in ſuch a manner, that inſtead of uniting their 
common intereſts, they fell into gon Treaties with 
him, and every one made their Peace as well as they 
could. This was ſuch a falſe ſtep as the like was ne 
ver known, and they ſoon found their error. Aſſoon 
as ever the King had ſeparated them, he lays hold ofthe 
opportunity with his uſual policy; and as he had ſeen 
by the War, that his Kingdom would never be pertett 
ly at eaſe, while Laxemberg continu'd in the hands o 


fort.” This was not ſuch a Chimera neither as ſome peo. 
ple pretended. The King having taken AJoft, among 
ſeveral other Towns, inthecourſe of this War, and the 
Treaty of Peace expreſling,that all ſuch Conqueſts ſhoull 


the leaſt notice of it taken in the ſaid Treaty; all the 
ObjeQion was, that he had kept no Gartiſon in it, and 
ſo the Spaniards ſaid it was actually put into thei 


the King return'd, that he had left it to the keeping ol 
ſtets, and therefore he would ſtand by the Letter of the 
Treaty, In ſhort, there was no remedy but to decide 
the matter hy the Sword, or refer it to the King q; 


and was Guarrantee of the Peace. But the Sparrori 
US \ſyſpecting 


Connt de Rochefort. 299 
ſuſpecting that Prince not to be ſo much their Friend 
35 that required, choſe rather to name Commiſſioners 
to accommodate the matter; the King did the like, 
aud they appointed the Town of Courtray for their 

meeting; which having produced nothing but the 
"M Arguments Pro and Con, and no concluſion appearing 


likely to be made, the King order d Luxemburg to be 
inveſted. 


, Every body thought this would kindle the fire again, 


and that the War would break out hotter than ever, 
„ The neighbouring Princes were ſo alarm d, that they 

diſpatcht Orders to their Envoys at both Courts, 
n gh 
Wl totry if 'twere poſſible to ſoften the matter, and pre- 
0 vent the miſeries that threatned upon a rupture: But 

it was impoſſible to adjuſt it, the King would have 
Luxemburgh or Aloſt; and the Spaniards ſaw, twas e- 
qually inconvenient to them to part with either; if they 
gave up Luxemburg they ſhutout their Succours from 
Germany, from whence they muſt come; if th 
granted Aloft, it was to give away one of the beſt Re. 
venues in all Flanders, the income from that Bailliage 
bringing in a Revenue of 1600000 Livres a year; and 
befides, the Juriſdiction of it extended even to the Gates 
bf Bruſſe/s on one fide, and Ghent on the other: So that 
itwould be to block up both thoſe Cities. And to ſay all 
in a word, in the neceſſity they had brought themſelves 
to, the King taught them which to chooſe; for his Ma- 
jelty having more mind to Lyxemburg than to Aloſt, 
ſent them word that was better for his turn than the o- 
ther: But he had not the gift of perſwaſſon neither, if 
they could have helpt it; but Luxemburg in the mean 
time continued blockt up, which if it had not, he muſt 
have made uſe of ſome force to have open d his paſſage 
on that ſide che Country. The King of Spain, who ſaw 
himſelf in no condition to reſiſt ſuch powerful forces 
by kimſelf, had ſent orders to avoid the quarrel if poſ- 
rea fible; ſo that the Soldiers were wholly, unprovided 
„ when they ſhould have come to fight. Theſe things 
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will hardly be believ'd in times to come, but fince Ml th 
there is no other Hiſtory, I believe, will mention th 01 
1 hope the moſt incredulous will take my Teſtimony iſ th 
of them; and if I have given an account of theſe hing; Ml th 
*twas not that I was really preſent there, or that | 3m 7 
troubled with that itch of ſcribbling, to write of thoſe Ml 
things which hasalready employ'd the Pens of ſo many v 
worthy Men. I ſhould have ſaid leſs of this affair, had C 
I not been oblig d to mention it upon the account of il 
my Nephew, whom I ſhall ſpeak of preſently, and of WM fi 
an accident which happen'd to him, which had cer. WM { 
tainly been his utter ruin, if he had not found very il 
good Friends to appear for him. | Ir 
He had quitted the Kings Regiment, where, as Iſai 
before, I had plac'd him, and had pur himſelf into the 
Cavalry, where his Inclinations led him to ſerve, and 
vas made a Captain meerly on the account of metit, 
" fora very gallant Action which he had perform'd; and 
tho it be not proper for an Unkle to praiſe one of his 
near Relations, yet Imuſt not omit, that he hada very 
good reputation in the Regiment; but ſo it happen d. that 
in one day he loſt all that eſteem he had obtain d, which 
nevertheleſs was not ſo much his fault, as that by his 
Aion, Luxemburg was prevented falling into our hands 
at that time. We had been already a good while be- 
fore the Town, and the Garriſon began to feel the want 
of many things, and above all of Money, for want of 
which the Governor could not ſubſiſt his Men; Where. 
fore he reſolved to ſend ſome body to Bruſſels to get 
ſome in if poſſible. He fixt upon three perſons for this 
enterprize, the Count de IWa//z/tize, and two other Of. 
ficers, and he order d Capt. Gregorze, an old Soldier, for 
their guard, who knew all the by- ways round the Town 
for twenty miles together. Gregorie found means to 
et them clear well enough, bur we having ſome peo- 
ple in the Town, who gave us an account of every thing 
that paſt, we had advice not only of their going our, 
but of their errand to Bruſſels, and could have _ 
adi {OY them 
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dem thither if it had been needful; but we contented 
zur ſelves to watch them ſo exactly, as to be ſure of 
them as they came back. Our Spies look d out ſo well, 
tat we had certain advice when Gregorie and his Com- 
i canions were come within a days journey of the Town, 
„ uereupon ſeveral Parties were ſent out, one of which 
s commanded by my Nephew; it happen'd that 
WI Gregor ie fell into his Ambuſcadein particular, and they 
cM icing but about ſeventeen Horſe, and my Nephewabove 
[ 


fxty, they thought it their beſt courſe to retreat, and 


bo made off towards Treves : My Nephew purſuing 
in kept ſo cloſe to him, that he was forc d to take 
no the Town, and appear d at the Gates almoſt aſſoon 


s bez but the Germans not favouring our Party, de- 


ed Im entrance, on pretence that they muſt firſt go 
1 2nd a& leave of the Governour, my Nephe told them, 

.o ſhoſk, the King would have a ſevere ſatisfaction for 

1 fiis fafeneſs ; but 'twas all one, they made them ſta 


ur at the Ports; in which time Capt. Gregorie 
ad the Count de Walſaſteine conſulted together what 
todo, whether they ſhould ſtay in the Town, or go 
out another way, but at laſt they reſolved to ſtay in 
de Town; ſo they took up in an Inn which had a pri- 


as we back door, againſt which they threw a great heap 
& MW of Horſe-dung. The Governor of Treves, ſuppoſing 
nM by this time they had ſecured themſelves, orders the 
of Mi 1100p to be let in; and my Nephew being inform'd, that 
1e. the Spaniards were in that Inn, hequarter'd his people 
eil thereabouts. and having viſited all the Avenues, he 
nis plac d Centinels at every place which he thought pro- 
erz bur ſeeing the Dunghil which I mention'd, he ne- 
for er imagin'd there ſhould be a door there. In the mean 


time, Gregorie, to amuſe him, and that he might not 


been all drunk, and appear'd at the Windows with 
ur, Wl Glaſſes of Wine in their hands, and this they got fome 
ed Cer mant to continue all ni zht. The Centinels made no 

W c n 
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Imagine he would be ſtirring that night, made a ſtrange 
rvelling in the Inn, and ſuch a noiſe as if they had 
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gueſtion but *twas the Spaniards all the night; while 
in the mean time they open d the falſedoor I told you 
of, and threw aſide the Dung, and went about their buſi 
neſs. My Nephew knew nothing of their going till'twaʒ 
quite day; when finding how it was, and underſtanding 
ey were gone towards Coblentz, he follow'd them, 
Tho Gregorie was a great way before them, yet his 
Horſes were ſo fartigu'd, that he was afraid of being 
overtaken before he got to the Town; wherefore ſee- 
ing a little Chapel upon the Road, he-refolved to take 
oſſeſſion of that, and to defend it if my Nephey 
Mould attack him; but his ill fate would not put it into 
his head to look there. So that paſſing by without diſco- 
vering them, Gregorie came out and advis d the Count 
de Walſajtine, and the two others, who carried the 
Money, to venture with it alone. It was the beſt coun- 
Fel that could poſſibly be given, for our Parties were 
very vigilant, and upon the ſcout on every fide ; the 
Count de al ſaſtine took his directions, and with the 
two Officers betook themſelves to the Woods ; but they 
4 three days before they could get along, and had 

id longer, but that they were forc d to venture for 
meer hunger; Fortune favour'd their Vigilance, for 
they paſt undiſcoyer'd in the night, juſt between two 

quadrons of our Troops. They got into Luxemburg 
in a very good time, where the want of Money was ſo 
great, that theGovernour would not have known what 
to do if they had ſtaid any longer. 

As for Captain Gregorie, he wandred a long time in 
the Woods, before he could get in; but all the Coun- 
try being Spaniſh, he found means to ſubſiſt, and ſo 
was not in ſuch neceſſity but that he might wait for a 
favourable occaſion, which at laſt offered it ſelf, and 
he got ſafe into the Town; the Governor, who had 
been in great pain for him, was overjoyed to ſee him 
return without the loſs of a Man. We had News 
every moment f. om the Town, and when the Hiftory 
of his Eſcape came wo the Army, all were enrag'd at 
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ny Nephew, for letting him eſcape ſo; they wrote 
the account of it to the Court, and yery luckily for 
him, I was gone that very day to Sr Germains. 1 
tad ſome Friends in the Secretary's Office, and among 
hereſt Monſieur de Charpentier, under Mr de Lox- 
voi, a very civil obliging Gentleman, and always ready 


to do offices of kindneſs to every body; he ſeeing me 


coming from Maſs at the King's Chapel, defir'd me to 
come and dine with him. I was going to excuſe my 
ſelf, for that I had promis'd to dine with a Friend: 
| don't ask you, ſaid he, whiſpering in my ear, for rhe 
god chear you ſhall find there, but to inform you of 
then, having another Man in his company, who hewas 
not willing ſhould know what he had to tell me; but 
this was enough for me to put off any other appoint- 
nent. So | went to him, and there I had the whole 
ſtory ; after thanking him for his information, I ask'd. 


20 to Monſieur de Louvois, and not ſeem to be ſur- 
ptiz d at what he ſhould ſay to me; that I ſhould le: 
him run on and ſay what he would, and only tell him, 


body as well as my Nephew, and that he had never had 
the misfortuue to diſpleaſe him before; and that if he 


tv greater circumſpection; he told me ſeveral other 
things 1 ſhould ſay, which I obſerv'd exactly, but I 
found Monfieur de Lowvors in ſuch a paſſion, that, in- 
ſtead of hearing me ſpeak, he told me, that he thought 
he ought ro make outa Proceſs againſt ſuch a Man as 
be; that if he had taken the Count de Walſaſteine, he 
had taken Lxxemburgh; and he was going to inform 


begg d of him not to do ſo with all the ſubmiſſion ima- 
zinable, but he was a man not to be moy'd with piti- 


ul words; and he had certainly done as he ſaid, had 


not a Courier very happily artiv'd at the inſtant, who 


him what I had beſt to do in it; he told me I ſhould 


that this was a miſchance might have happen'd to any 


would pleaſe to pardon him this, it would oblige him 


the King, how much he was beholding to him; 1 
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going with him into his Cloſet, gave me time to fo 


and ſeek ſome Friends to ſpeak to him: Monſieur the 
Grand Maſter did me the moſt ſervice, for he would 
not leave him till he had promis d his favour to my 


Nephew ; having thus happily made his peace, I ſent 


him word who he ow'd the obligation to: That hemight 


not be ungrateful, but above all I order'd him to thank 


Monfieur Charpenteir, without whom it had been im- 
poſſible to have hindred his ruin. 

I came acquainted with the Grand Maſter by the 
means of the Dutcheſs de Vitri, who was I think one 
of the beſt of Women, and of whom Iſhall always have 
a good opinion, for all that has been ſaid of her Con- 
duct in the World. I had very great obligation to that 
Lord, yet ſeeing him one time when I was making him 
2 viſit, take a great deal of pleaſure to reflect on her, 


defir'd him to do me the favour to refrain from ſuch | 


diſcourſe, aſſuring him if he did not, I muſt go out 
of the Room; he told me he was glad to ſee me take 
my Friends part ſo vigorouſly, but he hop'd I did think 
that which he then ſpoke was not out of malice, and that 
he only talkt ſo to ſee if I could make any excuſe for 
her; for all the world could tell bim, that fhe kepta 
certain young German, whom ſhe had rais'd from a 
Lackey to be her Valet de Chambre, and from that to be 
Maſter of her Horſe, but he would ſay no more becauſe 
ſhe was a Friend of mine; the beſt could be ſaid tho was 


this, that ſhe had ſhewn affection enough for him to 


marry him; and for his part he believ d, they either were 
already contracted, or marry d upon Honour, I know 
not how he came by theſe particulars, but the truth was, 
that Lady manag d her ſelf ſo unhappily with that fe 
low, that every body reflected on her for it; but while 
we were talking about it, came in Monſieur de Ia Tour, 
who had marry d Madamoiſelle de Vitri, and I preſently 


gueſt twas all from him, and that he did it in revenge 


interrupted our diſcourſe, but Ireſolv d to inform 


becauſe ſhe had oppos d his Marriage. His N 
dam 
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um de Vitri of it; but that ſhe might not take ill my 
xdom with her, I us'd a great Jeal of precaution in it: [ 

[told her, if ſhe would promiſe not to take unkindly | 

e thing I had to ſay to her, I would inform her ſome- 

ting that ſhould nor be to her diſadvantage ; ſhe told . 

ne 1 ſhould. not ſcruple ſaying any thing to her; and 

her having made a great many proteſtations, that I wy 

ſhould extreamly oblige her, I told her, that being in | 

company with a certain Duke, I heard her ſo ſeverely 
e elected on, concerning her converſation with one of 

e oer Servants, that tho I was very much concern'd for her 

e Net I was ſcarce able to juſtifie her conduct. I aſſur d 

err however, that I had not the leaſt ſaſpicion of her 

t Wlictue, and would anſwer for her to all the World bo- 

n Wi for body; but if fhe would permit me to ſpeak ſeri- 

I Woiſy to her, this Groom was afellow that deſerv'd to 

ne handſomely chaſtis'd, ſince when he knew what no- 

t ice the World took of it, inſtead of behaving himſelf 

e Nautiouſiy, to prevent the ſpreading of ſuch a noiſe, he 

nd encreas'd it by his Impudence, and had made peo- 

t ne believe what really never was; that I knew he had 

r pall'd out handfuls of Money among his Comrades, 

a wich was as much as to ſay, that he who had the pri- 

a Iledge of ſomething ſo extraordinary, could want for 

e oothing; that this I had taken notice of in particular, 

e Whit there were a multitude of ſuch like paſlages ; tho 

s Without troubling her with ſuch rifles, I left it to her 

0 elf to judge, if this was to be ſuffer d in ſuch a fellow. 

e Tho ſhe had ſaid a thouſand things to urge me to be 

ey free with her, yet I perceiv'd ſhe was very uneaſie 

„ {Wit my diſcourſe, her colour came, and ſhe blufhrt like 

rte when I rouch'd ſome particular points; and when 

e WW! had done, inſtead of fly ing out on the Raſcal I had 

„J plainly detected before her, ſhe exclaim d violentl 

Ja her Son-in-law, who ſhe ſaid was the Author of all 

e Wtheſe Calumnies. It was to no purpoſe in the world for 

nme to ſwear and deny it, ſhe did not believe me, or at 

Jett the pretended not to belieye ms; but at the ſame 

838 as | dime 


306 Memoirs of the 


mind to tuin her ſelf, to give her liberty : indeed ti 


Iy was devoted to her, and therefore came to tell her 


5 Heritance of her Family, and ruin her only Daughter 


this would be, fince a perſon of her quality muſt need 
be more ſenſibly touch d with ſuch reports than othe 
people: That her Family, and that of her Husband too 
were concern'd and at ſtake; and if I might venture te 


_ thoſe that had reſolved, by ſome means or other, tc 
dipatch the Raſcal that had expos d her, and mad 
. her the common tatk and jeſt of the Town. 


uch an impreſſion npon her as this laſt circumſtance 


time thteatned what ſhe would do to him; and ſhe 
gave proofs of her . Will in a few days, in attempt 
ing to ſell a fine Eſtate ſhe had about Nemeurt, that it 


might not come to him: The ſumm being at leaſt four 


hundred thouſand Francs, The could not ſoon find: 
Chapman; and Mr de da Tour did all he could to pre 
Judice people againſt it, when he ſaw them inclin' 
to it. Indeed her conduct in this affair was inexcuſable 
not only on that account, but as ſhe had fo little dif. 
eretion, as to tell the Fellow all I had ſaid to her. He 
who, tho he had chang d his habit, had ftill the ſeryils 
Tpirit of a Foot-boy, durſt not expreſs his reſentment t 
me; but he had ſuch an influence upon his Miſtreſs 
that ſhe let me ſee it in her Countenance, which waz 
enough to have taught me to deſiſt, and if ſhe had: 


Jo With all the World, and a Man ought not to attemp 
doing people good againſt their Will; but as I dide 
very thing different from other people, 2 went to her a 
gain as I us d to do, and told her, that for all her di 

pleaſure at me, I was reſolv'd to let her Tee how entire 


. that in endeavouring to ſell her Eſtate, ſhe made thi 
World talk of her more than ever: That now they ſaid 
for Money to give the Groom, ſhe would ſell the In 


that ſhe might eaſily gueſs what the conſequence o 


tell her what I had been told, there were not wantin 
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Nothing that I could ever ſay to this Lady, mad 


ing 


ſhe enquir'd who it was that told me ſo, but find 


«„ 3 + « 


Count de Rochefort. ' 207 
me unwilling to name any names, ſhe preſt me to it by 
Al the intreaties'and good words poſſible; butIbegg'd 
her pardon for nor proceeding any further, whichmade 
her imagine I had made the ſtory my ſelf. I told her 
ſhe was at liberty to believe what ſhe pleas d, bur per- 
haps time would make it appear too true, that I was 
wholly incapable either of adding to, or diminiſhing 
from the truth: . — _ which 1 left her without any 
more ceremony. The next day, paſing thro the ſtreet 
where-ſhe liv'd, I met Mr Theodore, ( that was the 
name of the Groom) who thinking he had to do with 
one of his own ſort, came up to me, and tells me, I 
was well ſet atwork to goand:tell ſuch a parcel of im- 
pertinent ſtories to his Miſtriſs. He had no ſooner 
obe theſe words, but without any other reply, I gave 
him his reward with two or three good rubs over the 
Shoulders with my Cane, at which he was ſo ſurpriz'd, 
that he did not ſo much as offer to put his hand to his 
Sword. In the mean time he took another method to 
revenge himſelf, and gets an order to have me before 
the Mareſchals of France, and did not queſtion, Iſuppoſe, 
but according to their uſual ſeverity, I ſhould have been 
ſent to Priſon. But I having acquainted the Mareſchal 
de Villeroy of the matter, before whom that Court was 
held; and alſo that ſucha fellow as he had nota right to 
ſummon before them; he could have no Audience there, 
but was referred back to the common courſe of Juſtice 
and there I had been before hand with him, by the ad- 
vice of a cunning Fellow I employ'd. ſo that he was 
ſurpriz d, when coming to get a Warrant for me, he 
found himſelf Arreſted by virtne of a Judgment I had 
obrain'd againſt him in the ſame Caſe. Madam de Vitri 
yas hut ill pleas'd with me on this account, and had 
told ſome of my Friends, that I had ſo little reſpect for 
her as to abuſe one of her Servants, that ſhe had always 
had a great reſpect for me, bur ſhe would never for; 

iye me this as long as ſhe liv'd. I deſired them to in- 

Form her that I was provok'd to it by his ſawey lan- 
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guage; | that it was true I might have confider'd that l 
ought-not to have been provok'd by any thing ſuch a 
fellow: could ſay, but one is not always Maſter of ones 
paſſion; beſides, a' Man ought always to have regard 
to hiõ own Honour; and if | had faiPd in that, yet I 
deſit'd her to confider, that, having a Sword by my fide, 
Fought ſo much the leſs to bear ſuch affronts as thoſe. 
Another would perhaps have thought theſe excuſes rea- 
ſonable, but Monſieur Theodore having a greater in- 
fluence upon her than I, ſhe was not at all moderated, 
but continued as furious as ever. I did not much trou- 
ble my head with it, having the ſatisfaction of the ge- 
nerat approbation in what 1 had done. Indeed I dare 
ſay ſhe govern'd herſelf more by her Humour than her 
Reaſon, as appear d ſoon after in her ſelling her Land 
for half the value, to Monſieur de Boisfranc, Intendant 
of the houſhold to the Duke of Orleans; this enrag'd 
all her Relations againſt her, and the re 2 
to make Mr Theodore amends for the affront I had put 
upon him, ſhe gave him good part of the Money; Mon- 
Heur de /a Tour, who had the greateſt concetn, finding 
things went thus, thought he ought not any longer to 
ſuffer this Wretch; however, before he did any thing, 
he thought twould be beſt to threaten him, to ſee if he 
could make him run away of his own accord; the de- 
ſign ſuceeeded, for Monſieur Theodore ſeeing that all 
che World was bent againſt him, marchr off with his 
Money, without ſo muchas taking leave of his Dutcheſs; 
and if we may give any heed to the Scanlalous Chroni- 
cle, ſhe laid it ſo to heart, chat it was the cauſe of her 
death. This is true tho, that ſhe liv'd not long after 
his departure; and it had been better for Mr de /a Tour 
that he had gone four or ſive years before, ſhe had not 
then ſquandred away the beſt part of her Eſtate, nor 
loſt her Reputation, which before was ſo great, that 
no Lady could have a better. 
But to return to tbe Blockade of Luxemburg; it con. 
tinu d all this while inveſted, and tho the arrival of the 
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Count de Wa!ſaſtine gave new Courage to the Garriſon, 
yet the relief he brought could not laſt always, and 
that being waſted, they were reduc'd to the ſame con- 
dition they were in before; this made the Governour 
very choughtful, but ar laſt he committed one error, for 
which, if he had been a Subject of Fr7ence, he would at 
leaſt have loſt his Government, if not his Head. When 
our Forces firſt approach'd, he brings a noiſe of Muſick 
to the Ramparts, as much as to ſay, he was very glad 
toſee us, and that we had oblig d him in giving him an 
opportunity to ſhow his Courage, and upon that made 
ſereral Balls and Rejoycings in the Town; but he ne- 
ver con{ider'd that he had to do with Enemies, who 
knew how to dance to other ſort of Inſtruments, and 
whoſe Courage had been too well ſhown in the late 
War to be ſuſpefted ; and if I may be allow'd'to make 
alittle digrefhon, I would ſay if they had been attackt 
by plain force, it might, for ought I know, have fared 
with them as it did with the Prince of Conde at the 
Siege of Lerida. He being fluſht with a multitude of 
Viftories, which he had gain d in Flanders, and imagin- 
ing that fortune was bound to follow him into Catalo. 
112 or where he pleas d, not at all concern'd at the mis. 
fortune that had befallen the Count d' Harcourt the 
year before, he brings his Violins to play in the Trenches, 
and not content with this, he ſends to tell the Gover- 
nour, that he would give him every day ſuch Serenades; 
to which the Governour anſwer d, he would endeavour 
to return his civilities, but begg d his pardon till the 
next day, his Violins being ourof order, but he would 
take care they ſhould be in a readineſs by that time; his 
Violins were a peal from his Cannon, which he caus'd 
to fire without any intermiſſion, and in the heat of it 
he ſally' d out and fell upon the Trenches with a deſpe- 
tate fury: The Prince of Conde ſtood him gallantly 
and there was no Courage wanting in him to beat him 
back into the Town, bur being not ſo well ſeconded 

as he ought, he was forc'd to give ground, leaving at 
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greata Captain, I think he was very much to blame, for 
—_ is the den of theſe ſort of Bravado s? are not 
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the Collonel thought himſelf wounded worſe than he 
was, or that his Feet ſlipt, it was not known, but he 
fell down, and the Governour coming up to him, he askt 
his Life, and was going to deliver his Sword, when the 
Officer who was his Second ſeeing the danger his Coll. 
was in, flew to his reſcue with ſuch fury, that he had 
mn the Governour thro and thro if the Footmen had not 
ſtept in and kept him off with their Flambeaus, which 
they run juſt in his Face, and ſo the Battel ended; for 
knockt him dovyn juſt by his Collonel, and the Count 
de Walſaſtine being come up to the Governour, they 
eafily maſter d the other two, who were down before. 
If the Mareſchal de Cregui, who lay before the Town, 
had had orders to have attackt it, no doubt he might 
have made but ſhort work of it, while the Governour 
that commanded, it had ſo little Diſcretion, but tho* we 
had Forces enough, yet we durſt not attempt it, as o- 
therwiſe we would have done, for we had meaſures to 
keep with the King of England, who was the more 
troubleſome to us, the more he was himſelf diſturb'd 
by bis own le that hated us, upon which account 
he — 5 matters with us. t not the Engliſ 
thick the better of themſelves for what L have mention dʒ 
dont ſay we were ſo afraid of them, as that we were 
bound to do every thing they order d; if they had de- 
chr d againſt us it had not been much the worſe for our 
affairs, but twas not prudence for us to create our ſelves 
new Enemies, when there was ſo many jealouſies al- 
ready of the progreſs of our Arms. I allow they are 
A brave people, but Idon t doubt we haveconvinc'd the 
World we are ſo too; one thing we excel them in, and 
that is, in having abundance of experiencd Souldiers 
and Officers, bred to the War; and above all, a King, 
who if he abandons himſelf to his pleaſures, yet aban- 
dons all thoſe pleaſures, to purſue the courſe of an im- 
mortal fame, | 88 
I ſhall not give any other account why the Blockade 
of Luxemburg was r N what went current the 
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the World; *tis an action ſo lately done and ſo well 
known, that all the World muſt remember it : There 


were ſome refleQions upon my Nephew on the occafion g 

of this deſign failing, which he laid ſo much to heart, m 

that I perceiv'd he was grown melancholy ; I advisd ü 

him to lay down his Commiſſion, but he would not do 5. 

that neither, but being overcome with diſcontent, at Ml P 

laſt he fell deſperately fick: I lov d him very tenderly, WM ü 

| and indeed above all the reſt of my Family, and there- Ml fi 
| fore I no ſooner heard of it, but took Poſt to go and Ml b 
| fee him; *twas no difficulty for me, notwithſtanding my v 
BH Age, for that ſort of Coach, which is an invention we Ml $ 
| have from the Germans, carries one ſo very eaſy, that Ml th 
it is not the leaſt inconvenience; at my arrival at Dan. de 

kirk, for there was his Quarters, I found him ſome. IM i 
| thing better, and very glad he was to ſee me, for as 1 IM ar 
Iov'd him, as I ſaid before, ſo he had the ſamenffection Ml hi 
| for me; and it appear d preſently ; for Company ſo Wl th 
| reviv'd him, that he began to recover apace, and I ne- 
ver left him till he was quite well: And as nothing F 
1 contributes to our recovery from any Diſtemper more C 
i than a proper divertiſement, I endeavour'd to bring it Ml af 
| about for him, by inviting ſome Ladies to come and n 
| play at his Chamber. This did not continue long, for in th 
| alittle While he was well enough to viſit them. There Wl M 
| was at that time a Poppet-ſhow in the Town, and all th 
| the people went to ſee it, the famous Punchinello do- WE n 
| ing ſtrange things; tho my Nephew: nor I did not Ml w 
5 much fancy thoſe things, yer I carry*d him to ſee it; we Ml 
ij were exceedingly diverted, and ſo were a great many. WW th 
more beſides us, by ſome extraordinary paſſages in this N 
ll adventure. Some may think it very impertinent, in ¶ th 
$ writing theſe Memoirs, to trouble the World with ſuch WW ad 
U à mean ſtory as this of the oppet- players; yet if they Ml th 
pleaſe to have patience till they have heard it out, in 
they will be better ſatisfy d; the reaſon I mention cu 


ſuch a trifle as this, is becauſe fome Hiſtory depends I tr 
vpon it, at worft, it may make em laugh, as it hath I ' 
done many more beſides my felt, Bri 
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Zrioche, the famous Poppet-player of Paris, finding 

ple began to be weary of his fooleries in the City, took 
fi opportunity, when moſt people were out of Town, to 
make a turn in the Country; firſt he went into Champagy, 
thence into Lorrain, ſo into A//ace, and at laſt he came to 
Strasboug,where abundance of n never ſeen 
Punchinello, ran after him: Finding ſo good ſucceſs 
there, he takes a march into Swſſer/and, I cannot po- 
tively remember into what Canton he went, tho I 
have been told that too; but in ſhort, *twas in one 
where they were ſo perfectly unacquainted with thoſe 
Shows, that when he came to play his Tricks among 
them, they took him for a Conjurer, and thought he 
dealt with the Devil ; away they go to the Magi- 
ſtrates, who it ſeems were juſt as wiſe as themſelves, 
and, in ſhort, they were going to give Sentence againſt 
him; but as it happen d, before they would go ſo far 
they bethought themſelves of one Monſieur Du Mont, 
Collonel of a Regiment. of Stoiſſe, which was in the 
Freneh ſervice, and who happen'd to be then in the 
Country ; he laught heartily at their ſimplicity, and 
aſur'd them that there was no Witchcraft at all in the 
matter, and that in France they were ſo evans, that 
they were to be ſeen in every Market Town; but 
Monſieur Du Mont being a jocoſe fort of a man, and 
the Magiſtrates thinking he only banter'd them, they 
nere reſolv d not to take their Meaſures wholly from 
what he ſaid, but to be better inform'd, they order'd 
Witneſſes to be examin'd, and theſe having teſtify'd . 
that they heard little Figures in the ſhape of Men and 
Women to ſpeak, they concluded they could be no- 
thing but Devils, and therefore without any more 
ado paſt their Decree againſt Biroche : They carry'd 
the Sentence to Monſieur D Mont, who told them 
in ſhort, they were going to make themſelyes ridi- 
culous, and that he was heartily ſorry that his Cou: - 
trymen ſhould be ſuch abominable Fools. Being 
2 5 | | not 
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notable with this freedom to undeceive them, he reſolyd 
to play em a Trick; he turn d his tone immediately, 
2nd told them, that if he had not confeſt the whole mar- 
| + terarfirſt, twas becauſe he ſaw they would engage him 
in an ugly piece of buſineſs; that Biroche was à French 
Man, and the French were now ſo great, that people 
2 to conſider well what they did before they quar- 
rell'd with them; but beſides that, he had a great ma- 
ny perſons of Quality among his Toppers, with Princes 
and Princeſſes of ſeveral Countries, that he did not know 
what relation he ' might have to thoſe great Perſons, 
but to be ſure his intereſt was very great, ſince they 
ſhbuld give him leave to bring them upon the Stage in 
that manner, and that, in a word, he found they were 
ing upon a buſineſs which might embroil the whole 
ton; but he would ſay no more, *rwas their 
to conſider of it; but in caſes where Princes and Frin- 
ceſſes were concern d they could not be too cautious. 
This diſcourſe, ſpoke mighty gravely, took with the 
Magiſtrates extreamly :* They told Monſieur Du Mont, 
that what he had told them was of conſequence, and 
deſerv'd conſideration, indeed, that they would there- 
fore call an Aſſembly, to adviſe what was to be done, 
before they proceeded any farther, and pray'd him to 
continue his good Offices to them on this occaſion; in 
ſhort, they call'd their Aſſembly to couſult of the matter, 
and they ſoon agreed, which was, that they ſhould have 
2. care of bringing a troubleſome bufineſs upon theme 
ſelves; and therefore they ſent ro Monſieur Da Mont to 
tell him, that they would not proceed to extremity, but 
content themſelves with baniſhing Biroche out of the 
Canton, on condition that he paid the charges of his 
proſecution : Monſieur Du Mont took upon him to car 
ry this meſſage himſelf ; but Biroche would not hear a 
word of ir, fo Mr D Mont told the Magiſtrates, that 
fince Biroche would not ſubmit to their Sentence, twas 
his opinion they ſhould cauſe his Poppets to be ſtript 
of their ſme Habiliments, for whatever relation oo 
A | might 
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might be to perſons of Quality, Princes and Princeſſes 
NN a 2. him do juſtice to be ſure, and when 
they underſtood he had fefus d it, they would blame 
him: They thought this was the moſt reaſonable Ju 
polal in the World; and ſince they could have no ſatis- 
ftion from him, they ſent and plundred all his Pop- 
pets, and carry d away all their fine Cloaths in Triumph, 
and poor Biroche was fain to dreſs them all in new 
Cloaths before he could appear in Flanders, whether 
he went next in his way to Paris. 

Tho Monſieur Dx Mont had done this fellow no mean 
ſervice, as you may judge by the ſtory, yet he thought 
otherwiſe, and made him a very ill return for it, of 
which I can give a particular account, having been an 
gewitneſs of it my ſelf. Monſieur Da Mont had been 
long time in Garriſon at Bruges in Flanders, and ha- 
ving got a Miſtriſs at Dun kirk, had a fancy one time 
to go thither to ſee her; he went Incognito, and having 
conceal'd himſelf there ſome time, his Miſtriſs would 
eds have him go with her to the Poppet-ſhow, an 
promis'd him ſhe would fo diſguiſe him, that no body 
{ould know him; ſhe had much ado to perſwade him: 
But as tis a hard matter to refuſe any thing to a per- 
fon a man loves, he agreed to go with her; ſhe dreſt 
um up like a Burgher, and they far in a corner by 
2 themſelves, the young Lady having told her acquain- 
\. {ance it was one of her Fathers Friends; Biroche coming 
o "pon the Stage with his Punchinello, and looking a- 
bout him, ſpies out the Collonel, and knew him, tho 
e be did all he could toconceal himſelf, ſo he makes his 
ic MI Punchinello cry out Treaſon, Treaſon; Treaſon in Spain, 
„ Treaſon in Germany, Treaſon in England, Treaſon in 
2 Portugal, Treaſon in Tac), and at laſt, Treaſon in Far - 
ar dert. Biroche tells him he ſhould hold his Tongue and 
250 129k he did not trouble his head with what was done in 
the ſeveral kingdoms of Europe; but Punchinello run 
on, and names all the other States of Chriſtendom, peo - 
ple wondred what this meant, becauſe it was different 


from 


F 

| 
it 
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rom what they us d to hear, none of the Plays begin ning 
like this; but it all came out in an inſtant, for Biroche 


turns to Punchinello, and tells him, That fince he had 


a mind to talk and prate, he would give him leave, on- 
ly on this condition, that he ſhould not ſay a word that 
Monſieur Du Mont, Collonel of a Regiment of Swiſe, 
ſat there in that corner, dreſt up like a Burger, and his 
Miſtreſs with him; as there was a great many Officers 
there who knew the Collonel well enough, they all ſtood 


up and lockt on every fide, to ſee if what Biroche ſaid 


was true; in the mean time Monſieur De Mont helpt 
to diſcover himſelf, for being in a ſtrange confuſion 
to find himſelf ſurpriz'd in ſuch a condition, he made 
2 great deal to do to hide himſelf; but one who knew 
him a little more particularly than the reſt, made him 
pull away his Hat from before his Face; ſo then it ſig- 
nify*d nothing to endeavour to conceal himſelf any lon- 
ger; if he was in confuſion enough, his Miſtreſs was in 
more, and *twas well for her that ſhe pull'd her Hoods 
over her Face, by which ſhe prevented her being known, 
But the Comedy was quite put by on this occaſion : 
Monſieur Da Mont {ſwore he would be reveng d on Bi. 
roche; but he left the Town the ſame day to get out 
of his way, and went to Paris, where he was fain to 
hye hid too, for fear of the Collonel's reſentment. 

l have been the longer on this ſtory, becauſe I fancy 
every body will be pleas d with it, for of all things that 
have been ſaid of the Soiſſe, I believe no one ever heard 
ſuch a fimple buſineſs as this. By this time my Nephew 
was quite recovered, and I came back to Paris, where 
telling this ſtory; I had paſt for a great Lyar, had not 
Biroche been by to juſtifie it; and I deſire all that read 
theſe Memoirs, and doubt of the truth of it, to inform 
themſelves from him. He tells a great many particu- 
lars diverting enough, which I omir here on purpoſe, 
becauſe I would nor make the ſtory too long. | 


| Being come back to Paris, I found I had got 2 little 


ſtock of Money again aforehand; and tho! W wo 
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have learnt the wit to know what to do with it, having 

id ſo dear for my experience in the caſe of Monſieur 
4; Saillant, yer J muſt ſtill be confidering forſooth how 
to improve my Money; this good husbandry was a 
humour came upon me a little too late; had I been ſo 
wiſe when I liv'd with Cardinal Richlieu, I had had no 
need. of it now; but it was my lot to be ruin'd, who- 
ger | dealt with. | 7555 

Monſieur de Saillant muſt excuſe me if I ſay ſo, 'twas 
2 word {lipt out by chance, and may well be forgiven a 
Man whom it coſt eight thouſand Francs beſides Inte- 
reſt, only to do hima kindneſs ; however my deſign is 
not to do any harm, for he did his beſt, and ſo did 
he that I am going to ſpeak of, and I forgive them 
both; I had 2000 Crowns by me in good Gold, and 
25 old age has this particular quality to love hoards, I 
enquired of every body if they knew one to whom | 
might ſafely put out this Money; they propoſed ſe- 
yeral to me, and I choſe out one of them to my mis- 
fortune : No body pleas'd me ſo well as one Monſieur 
Voſeir de la Fonchiere, becauſe he made a good figure, 
and I thought him a rich Man: Any body wou'd have 
been cheated as well as I, for he had a place of eight 
hundred thouſand Francs a year, a fine Houſe of his 
own. at Paris, Rents on the Town-houſe, Lands in 
the Country, and if one had a huudred Thouſand Crowns 
to put out, he had fix times enough to anſwer it; in 
ſhort, I gave him my Money, and thought my ſelf ve- 
ry much oblig'd to him that he would take it; but a- 
bout 6 months after, going along the Street where he 
liv'd, I faw a Crowd of People at his door, and en- 
quiring what was the matter, they told me they did 
not know the particulars, but the Kings Soldiers had 
taken poſſeſſion of his Houſe; which was enough to 
tell me my Money was in danger, and I was too true 
a Prophet, for tho he appear d ſeveral days after, yet 
his affairs and mine were not much better than one a- 
nother; he call'd his Creditors together, and I coming 
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among the reſt, he told us he had enough to pay us all 
if ye would have patience, and the King would haye 
any compaſſion of him, that he had had ſeveral loſſes 
which the wiſeſt Man alive could not foreſee. Firk, 
that one of his Faftors had run away with a hundred 
thouſand Crowns. _— that upon calling in thi 
Money, the pieces of four Sons, and giving out the 
. markt pieces, he had not above eight days warning, 
and having a vaſt quantity by him, at leaſt fix Millions 
ſix hundred thouſand Livres, he loſt above eight thou 
Land Etancs by them, do whatever he could; that tho 
Monfeur de Loxvors was inform'd of his loſs, he be- 
ing a Publick Notary himſelf, yer he had not ſpard 
him in the Tax, but had rated him as he did the other 
Treaſurers General Extraordinary of the War, at five 
hundred thouſand Livres; that nothing was ſo unjuſt 
as that Tax which was laid on them, on pretence that 
they had ſhared with ſome of the under Tenantsin their 
Cheats; that he would not anſwer for other Folks, but 
for himſelf he could ſafely ſware he had nothing tods 


with them; that all his Ioſſes amounted to fourteen 


hundred thoufand Francs, which had all befallen him 
in a year or two, that howeyer he had this to his com. 
fort, that no body needed to loſe a farthing by him. 
Nie could not ſay this to us without ſome Tears, te- 
flecting on his paſt Fortune, which indeed compar d to 
his preſent condition, was enough to move compaſſion, 
who hut a few days ago liv'd in ſplendor equal to a 
Prince, and was now in a moment reduc'd to ſuch a 
condition as not to have a Bed to lye on: His Wife, 
who was a Colbert, and marry'd him but for his Eftate, 
deſerted him nowſhe found he was like to be miſerable; 
und his friends, as leaſt ſuch as called themſel ves ſo be- 
fore his diſaſter, ſeryd him in the ſame manner; and 
to conpleat his _— his Brother-in-law, one Bre. 
l 


bier, who had marry d his Siſter, put him in Priſon for 


a Bill of Exchange he had paid for him. In ſhort, every 
one run upon him, and did him all the miſchief Ay 
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could, and no body but I regarded the inconſtancy of 
fortune z but thought my ſelf oblig'd, rather to help 
him than to cruſh him in this condition; I had rather, 
that he ſhould ſay this than I, becauſe it is ofmy ſelf; 
however, tho I was inno condition to make largegi 
yet I frankly gave him my two thouſand Crowns, and 
if all his Creditors had been of my mind, he would ne er 
have bs in Priſon, as now he is in great danger to 
do. Perhaps God ſent him this affliction, to puniſh 
him for being a little too ſure of his proſperity z for 
there was nothing rich enough, or fine enough, neither 
for him or his Wife. They would not give themſelves 
the trouble of going to the Play, but the Actors muſt 
come to play at their own Houſe. Their Diet was ex- 
travagantly nice, and every thing anſwerable, tho at the 
fame time they thought, that they had a Fortune pro- 
portionable. He had a place which in time of War 
never brought him in leſs than a Million a year in his 
tum, and was at other times worth a hundred thou- 
ſand Crowns a year, and there were but three of them, 
who had every one a year in their turn; a rare exam- 
ple of the viciſſitude of humane affairs, from whence 


one may learn, that there ĩs nothing ſo mortifying in a 
poor condition, as to reflect upon our former proſpe- 


rity. 

% little after this happen'd, my Nephew came to 
Paris, and as he went out after Dinner from one of his 
acquaintances Houſes, he was ſet upon by four Ruffians, 
who after having ſtab'd him in three ſeveral places with 
their Swords, made of, ſuppoſing they had kill d him. 
The Citizens arecommanded, when any ſuch accident 
happens, or when two draw their Swords to fight inthe 
ſtreets, to diſarm them, and ſecure their perſons; but 
this is an Ordinance which is but very little regarded, 
and tis with juſtice enough that the Pariſians ate ac- 
cus'd of Cowardice; the Tradeſmen being always very 
little fond of parting a Fray in the ſtreet z by which 
means theſe Fellows got away: And tho I male great 
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ſearch after them, I could never hear a word of them. M 
q Nephews wounds were very bad, but yet not ſo dange- 
S - rous as I was afraid they were, and ſo were curd in leſs 
[1 time than I expected, which I was very glad of; but 
1 hovever we were ſatisfied from this, that he had ſome 
Enemies underhand, and ſuch as were the more dan- 
gerous, becauſe they were not to be known, tho we did 
our utmoſt to diſcover them. I enquir'd of him who 
he had given any occafion to, and on what affair he 
'. could affrontany body to deſerve ſuch uſage; and after 
having ſtudy'd a little on the matter, he told me, he 
could not tell who to ſuſpect, except it was one Blette. 
rie, who was in his Winter Quarters in the Country, 
near the Loire, he had been acquainted with his Wife, 
vrho had carry d it fo very obligingly to him, that he had 
à very great eſteem for her; that her Husband, who 
Was always by, was ſo far from ſhewing any dillike at 
it, that he was always the forwardeſt to invite him to 
his Houſe: However, ſince Men are not always of the 
Tame mind, ſo he would not ſay twas not on his ac. 
count: That this Man having been oblig d to go to Paris 
about the latter end of January, he had left ſome Mo- 
ney with his Wife, with order to give it to one that 
was concern d with him in the Farms; but that he hap- 
pening at the ſame time, very unfortunately, to loſe 
all his Money, ſhe let him have two thouſand Crowns, 
without any reſpett to the order her Husband had left 
with her; that thereupon great diſturbance follow'd, 
and the Farmer General ſeiz d his Goods for want of 
payment; that he had wrote Teveral Letters to his Wife, 
but receiving no anſwer, he was forc'd to come himſelf; 
- where ſhe finding her felt unable to fatisfy him, was 
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- fain to pretend ſhe had been robbd; but that upon en- 
quiry the Man was inform'd, that there was ſomething 
elle loſt beſides his Money. 1 

My Nephew having made this ingenuous confeſſion, 
I troubled my ſelf no more at what had happen d, but 
en the other hand told him, he had but his due; * a 
1 91 | al 
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man that could not be content to kiſs his Friends Wite, 
bur muſt bilk her of his Money too, deſerv'd no fair 
play, but ought to expect to dye in the Street, as he had 
like to have done. However, this did not hinder my 
making all the enquiries I could poſſible, to find out 
whether this happen'd to him on rhat account or no. I 
made oneof my Servants I had tutor'd, hire himſelf to 
Bletteire, who was to ſay, he came from the ſame 
Town where my Nephew liv'd, and had been injur'd 
by him; which was to draw ſomething from him, by 
which he might gueſs how he ſtood affected to my Ne- 
phew ; but he came away with a parcel of filly ſtories, 
without making any conſiderable diſcovery. Another 
would have been diſcourag'd after ſo many fruitleſs at- 
tempts, eſpecially too, after having ſpent more Money 
about it than can be imagin d; for tis a cuſtom at Pa- 
7, when they fancy you are eager to revenge your 
ſelf, to have a number of ſharping Fellows come about 
you, all prerending, ſome this way and ſomethat way, 
to give you information; and if you hearken to them. 
a little, they ſoon find the depth of your Pocket. 
| was the Cully to theſe ſort of People for two or 
three Months; ar laſt, one that had ſerv'd me like the 
zeſt, came and told me, he had found one of the Ruf- 
fans: I thought this was only a trick to get more Mo- 


ney, and fo 1 told him, if he did not get him about 


tis buſineſs, I ſhould have him ſoundly kick d; but he 
aluring me the thing was true, told me, he askt me for 
(thing till he had deliver'd the Fellow into my hands; 
ad provided I would then give him ten Piſtoles, he 
would bring me to the place where he was; that in the 
mean time my Nephew ſhould go before; where he 
ould appoint, to ſee that he would not deceive me,. 
ad that he would order it ſo, as to help him to a ſight 
of the Man, and if it was he, he ſhould be provided 
with People ready to ſecure him. This Propoſal was 
lo fair, that I could notrefuſe it, but I agreed to all his 
conditions, and promis'd him more than he 1 
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So taking my Nephew along with him, he placed him 
in a Chamber up four pair of Stairs in I Rex de la Mor. 
telliere, where on the other ſide of the Street, juſt over 
againſt him, the Perſon lodgd whom he meant; he 
plac d my Nephew in ambuſcade behind the Window, 
telling him heſhould ſoon ſee him come to his Window, 
and that he ſhould not have time to eſcape. In ſhort, 
in a moments time he came to the Window, as he had 
ſaid, with a Woman who betray'd him; and my Ne. 
Phew having view d him very exactly, was fo well ſatis 
fied, that this was one of the Perſons that aſſaulted him, 
that he ſent to me to come on with the Officers, which 
I immediately did with all expedition. Firſt, I poſt. 
ed three or four Men at the corner of the Street, and 
follow'd my Nephew with the reſt, who would needs 
be in the aQtion himſelf, as being moſt concern d. We 
E entred the Chamber he had taken notice of, 
ut found no body there; for he being at the Window 
when we came to the Door, fled to a back Room; the 
Woman whom he had ſet to watch, made a ſign to us 
where he was hid, and there we found him; but he 
having faſtned all the Bolts, we weteforc'd to break the 
Door open: He put himſelf at firſt into a poſture of de 
Fence, and fir d a Piſtol among us, but hurt no body; 
but throwing our ſelves in upon him, we took him, and 
carry d him into the Chateler, My Nephew appear d to 
roſecute. him, and we had very good proof of the al- 
AQault, for it was made in the open day; and ig one of the 
molt publick Streets of Paris; but when ty came to 
be brought face to face with the Priſoner, truly there 
was but one would be poſitive that he was the man, the 
other ſaying, twas too long ago to remember particular 
Faces: However, this was half a proot, and I did not 
doubt but they would put him to the torture upon that, 
as is uſual z and I hop'd ſo the rather, becauſe he ſeem'd 
a ſcoundrel kind of a Fellow, that had not above two 
vears ago run away from his Colours. But as ſorry a 
Wreich as he was, he had' good Friends who lus 
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for him very hard under hand; among whom, Monſieur 
Geno was one, who having a great intereſt in the Par- 
liament, all we could obtain wis. that he ſhould re- 
main in Priſon chree Months longer, to ſee if we could 
bring any further Witneſs to inform them more fully; 
ſo it lay upon us to ule our endeavour, for after that 
time, if none appear d, he would b- at liberty: But 
what could we do more than wwe 14d ne? So the 
three Months run out, and we not being able to make 
any further diſcovery, had the pleaſure, after a great 
deal ot Money ſpent in the proſecution, to have our 
Proceſs di ſmiſt out of the Court. | 
attribute this diſappointment to the ſollicitation of 
Mr Genou, and I believe I am in the right. In the mean 
time, it was no very hard matter to find out, what 
made him ſo willing to appear againſt us; for I had 
done juſt the ſame thing in an affair that he had (or at 
laſt Vedeau de Grammont his Kinſman) againſt a cer- 
tain Lady, whole Father was my very gocd Friend ; but 
here lay the difference between my Management ard 
his, that he ſav d a Man that deſerv'd to be broken on 
the Wheel, and I did nothing but what every honeſt 
Man ought to do; and to the end the Reader may not 
think I ſay more of my ſelf than is my due, I will be 
judg'd by all that hear the Story, which was as follows. 
The ſeaſon inviting me to take the Air in the Country, 
lleft Paris with an intent po go ſee a Gentleman, one 
of my Relations, call d M2re, for whom I had lately 
done a particular piece of ſervice in a difference he had 
with one Domanc hin, who had been a Norary, but now 
was become a noted Uſurer. In ſhort, this ſubtle old 
Fox had cheated him at leaſt of fifty thouſand Crowns :; 
The Gentlemen having been put ro great Charges on 
account of other People, particularly being co pay fox 
Hunting Equipage for Mr de enden he had been 
= ruin'd, if he had been forc'd to pay all that this 
tellow demanded of him; he apply'd himſelf to me to 
help him to adjuſt this e and having found ut his 


2 N Adyer- 


324 Memoirs of tbe 
A dverſary, I got him a Diſcharge for a very ſmall ſum 
more than what was really owing,and abundantly ſhort 
of the vaſt ſum he pretended to. This Perſon thinking 
himſelf under great obligation to me, had a long time 
invited me tocomeand ſee him; and the Weather being 
10 pleaſant as I ſaid, I had a mind to divert my ſelf, | 
got on Horſeback by break of day, and arriv'd the fame 
night at his houſe; he made me extraordinary welcome, 
and I believe I ſhould have been ſo if I had ſtaid longer 
but as I never lov'd the Country for any long time to- 
gether, and alfo having a mind to make another viſt 
not far from his Houſe, I took my leave of him. My 
other viſit was to Monſieur Herve, Counſellor of the 
Great Chamber, and one of my very good Friends, who 
I was told was at Monſieur Sa//e's Houſe, who had 
marry'd his Daughter; ſo I went directly to his Houſe, 
but when I came to the Caſtle, I underſtood that they 
were neither of them at home, and that no body was 
within but Madam Salle. I having had the honour of 
acquaintance with her at her Father's, alighted to go 
and pay my reſpects to her. I had not been with her 
above half an hour, bur they brought her wotd, that 
ſome of Monfieur de Vedeau de Grammont's Footmen, 
whoſe Lands adjoyn'd to theirs, were a fiſhing in the 
Motes. Aſſoon as the heard it ſhe chang'd colour, and 
turning to me, Sir, ſaid ſhe, you are too much a Friend 
to my Father to ſuffer them to put ſuch an Aﬀront upon 
mc; and with thoſe Words ſhe riſes up in a heat, and 
going out of the room, ſhe runs her ſelf to defend her 
right. I had no thoughts of leaving her in a caſe ſo 
plain; but tho the Fellows were ſent on purpoſe to offet 
her that Affront, yet they durſt nor ſtay; eſpecially al- 
ſoon as they ſaw twas the Lady herſelf, and ſhe ſnatch: 
ingaway their Lines, they were in ſuch a Conſternation, 
that if the had pleas'd, ſhe might eaſily have bang 
'em. Vedeau, who was not far off, was ſurpriz d when 
he underſtood how things were, and eſpecially when he 
heard thata fingle Woman had bye herſelf m_— the 
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Affront he deſign'd, he was ready to burlt with anger. 
He was a man of War, as you might gueſs by his Habit, 
of which I ſhall ſpeak preſently ; and in particular of 
a certain blue Coat which he had fuch a kindneſs for, 
that he had wore it at leaft ren or twelve years. Away 
he goes, raiſes the Ban and Arrierban of his Eſtate, and 
having made a fine Speech to them, to encourage them 
to ſome bold action, he tells them, that they muſt march 
againſt Madam Salle, to recover the Booty ſhe had 
made of his Mens Fiſhing tackle ; and he would have 
led them on himſelf, but that it was not proper tor ſo 
conſiderable a Captain as himſelf, to go on ſo ſmall an 
Expedition. If I would ſay any more to giye you his 
Character, I might eaſily do it; but I need only ſay, 
that this was becauſe it ſeems People which have ſuch 
affairs as theſe, ought not to be of the Party rhemſelves; 
and as *tis with thoſe that are out of love with their 
own Occppations, they won't trouble themſelves to 
know ſo much as the terms of art; ſo he left all thoſe 
things to the Men of War. 

Iwas newly gone from Madam Salle when this Rab- 
ble came there, or elſe I am ſure I ſhould ſooner have 
been cut in pieces than have ſuffer d them to offer her 
ſuch violence: But they having found her all alone, 
neither her Sex, her Quality, no nor her Face, which 
as it was all charming, ſo was at the ſame time very 
majeſtick, could not put any ftop to their outrage z but 
ſeeing that ſhe had plac'd herſelf fingle at the Door of 
the Hall to diſpute their paſſage, they ruſnt in upon 
her, and ſhe making' what — ſhe could, they 
threw her down upon the Ground, and I know not 
what other Inſolencies they offer d her; they drag'd 
her about the Houſe from place to place, as if ſhe had 
been a Criminal, and they had authority for what they 
did; at laſt having found what they came for, they 
went away, after having ſaid all the beaſtly things to 
her they could deviſe, and which they deſerv'd to be 
ſeyerely puniſht for, The Lady was a Perſon of too 
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much ſpirit᷑ to bear all this without taking ſome courſe 
to revenge it, She ſent a Man immediately expreſs to 
her Father, to inform him of what had paſt, and he 
having overtaken me upon the Road, and telling me what 
had happen d, immediately upon my going away, I 
thought my felt 2 in honour to go back, and of- 
\Fer her my ſervice. I found her perfectly diſconſolate, 
and: it fignify d nothing to tell her, her Father had Cre- 
dit and Friends enough to revenge this Affront, this 
gave her no ſatisfaction; and, I believe, if I had not 
profter'd her my ſervice, to go immediately out and 
purſue them, ſhe had dy'd under the violence of the 
oppreſſion; and this diſcover'd to me the Greatneſs of 
her Spirit, more than ever I had obſerv'd in my li fe. She 
told me it was not reaſonable i ſhould expoſe my ſelf 
on her account, and ſhe ſtay at home out of the danger; 
bur if I would needs undertake her defence, ſhe was 
reſolv'd to run the riſque with me; that *twas trueſhe 
was but a Woman, bur as much a Woman as ſhe was, 
ſhe believ'd ſhe was able to beat Mr Vedeaz. I told her, 
I hop'd there was no need of that, I would only have 
her look to herſelf, after ſo much violence as had been 
offer d her; and beſides, ſince ſhe was the Party ſo much 
abus'd, ſhe ſhould keep the right of her fide; and there- 
fore I only defir'd her to let me have one of her Ser- 
vants with me in a deſign I had thought of. In ſhort, 
I ſent to ſeveral Friends I had in the Neighbourhood to 
lend me the help of their Footmen; upon which meſ- 
ſage they came away themſelves, thinking I had ſome 
quarrel upon my hands; but I ſent them all back again, 
leſt 1 ſhould embroil them, they being all marry'd Men, 
or otherwiſe ſettled in the Country; ſo they were forc d 
to oblige me, or elſe nothing would have been done. 
Having 5 or 6 jolly Fellows with me, who did not va- 
tue Monſieur Fedeuu, eſpecially not being known, nei. 
ther to him nor his Servants, we put our ſelves into a 
Hunting poſture, and follow d the Chaſe juſt to his 
very Gate: He was chief Ranger of that part of the 
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Country, and had Men for that purpoſe in moſt of 
the Villages about there; one of which coming out 
upon the firſt ſhor we made, to know if we had leave 
from his Maſter ; we complimented him with a good 
cudgelling, and bil him go and tell Monſieur Vedeau, 
that it he would pleaſe to come our himſelf, we would 
be as civil to him; there came three, one after ano- 
ther on the ſame Errand, which put us to the trouble 
of ſerving them all in the ſame kind, and they all run 
to the Caſtle; where tho they all told theErrand, Mon- 
fieur Vedeau did not think fit to venture abroad; how- 
ever de thought if he could raiſe the Country, he 
ſhould eaſily ſurround us; ſo he order'd the Chnrch 
Bell to ring out for an alarm, and gets himſelf up to a 
Garret Window to ſee, by the help of his ProſpeQive, 
if any of the Country People came to his relief. All 
this did not hinder, but I kept beating about the Fields 
for Game, and made one ſhot Juſt at the Gate of his 
outer Court ; and his blue Coat diſcovering him to me, 
I made as if I would ſhoot at him, which he perceiv- 
ing by the help of his Glaſs, for he was naturally pur- 
blind, he popt in his Head in a great deal of haſte, - 
which I could not but laugh to ſee; for indeed he was 
ſo far from being in danger, that a Fuſee could not 
carry above half ſo far; but all that did not prevent 
the fright he was in; by which J learnt, that a Man is 
never the leſs a Coward for big Looks and great Whiſ- 
kers. All this while the Alarm rung, and at laſt the 
neighbouring Pariſhes beginning to make the ſame jang- 
ling with their Bells, I thought it was time to retreat. 
Indeed, I found already the Peaſants began to poſt them- 
ſelves at the Lanes ends and Defiles; but none of them 
daring to ſtay my coming, I retir'd very well pleasd 
with my littleExpedition. 8 8 
Vedeau preſently gueſt this was ſome of Madam Salle s 
Friends, but having no proof, he was enrag'd at the At- 
front he had receiv'd ; he endeavour d to get ſome in- 
formation, and ſome * to tell him who it wa, 
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but it was all unceratin, for it is impoſſible to have 
contriv d it better; none of us were known, and it any 
had ſeen me at Madam Salle's they had not ventur'd to 
come ſo near me, as to know me agian. This Affront 
was ſoon follow'd with another. Monſieur Herve ha- 
ving been inform'd of what had happend to his Daugh- 
ter, he made out a Dectee againſt his Men; and hay- 
ing given it to one of the Provoſt's Officers, he gave 
him power alſo to put it in execution. The People all 
fled, and when the Officer came, all he could do was 
to make ſearch in their Houſes where they made 
ſtrange havock, and ſearcht every hole and corner. 
Monſieur Genou, ſeeing his Kinſman had ſo many broils, 
and that, without his aſſiſtance it would be impoſſible 
to extricate him out of them all, adviſes him to a very 
ſubtle trick. He made him preſent a Petition in the 
name of theſe Runaways, in which he ſet forth, that 
under pretence of ſearching for their Perſons, they had 
lunder'd their Houſes; and took away all they had: 
his they had leave giventhem to prove, and there was 
no want of ſham evidence to ſwear it. Ltpon which 
M. Yedeau got a Decree againſt the Officer and his Aſ- 
ſiſtants; who miſtruſting nothing all the while, and 
no body being ſo kind to tell him what had paſt, was 
taken as he was fitting peaceably in his own Houſe, 
and carry'd Priſoner to Chatau-neuf in Thimerais; this 
was juſt in the Neighbourhood of Vedeau, where the 
man liy d in very good credit: From whence he caſt 
him, nor only into a loathſome Priſon, but alſo imme- 
diately order'd him to be proſecuted. *Twas ſtrange 
that a man who was oblig'd in Conſcience, and above 
all by the obligation of his Office, to do Juſtice to all 
men, ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be led into ſuch a paſſion, 
thus to oppreſꝭ an innocent man, and that purely for 
Revenge; for all the crime they could lay on this untor- 
tunate. man was, that according to his Office, he was 
at his Houſe to ſearch for thoſe againſt whom there 
wasa lawful Decere ; and the pretence of his Stealing 
; things 
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things was fo frivolous, they might as well have 
chargd me with it, who was not there. In the mean 
time the poor man was ready to periſh, and the baſe- 
neſs of Vedeau was ſuch, that left he ſhould be reliey'd, 
by any body that he thought might aſſiſt him, he or- 
der'd it ſo, that neither Monſieur Herve, nor Madam 
Salle heard a word of it; all People who had any re- 
ſpeCt for him, and that knew not how he had contriv'd 
it, wonder d they ſhould forſake the man in ſuch a man- 
ner, eſpecially ſince he had brought himſelf to this 
ruin on their accounts, and they had promis'd to bear 
him harmleſs. Ar laſt, ſome one of his Friends, being 
apprehenſive of ſome turther danger defign'd, went to 
Paris, and acquainted-Mr Herve of the matter, who 
was extremely ſurpriz d at the News, that being the 
firſt word he had ever heard of ir : He was too much 
1 Gentleman not to do his beſt for the poor man, the 
very moment he knew of it; wherefore putting all his 
Irons in the fire immediately, he manag d it ſo well, 
that he obtain'd an Arreſt, by which the Court of Juſtice 
of Chateauneuf was prohibited to proceed againſt the 
Priſoner, and that he ſhould be remov'd to the Concier- 
gerie; and one of the Officers of the Parliament was 
immediately diſpatch'd tocarry the News to him; and 
indeed he arriv'd in good time, for the King's Sollici- 
tor was Juſt upon paſſing the Sentence to have him 
hang'd z the beſt he was to expect, was to be branded 
with the Flower de Lis, and whipt, or to be ſent to the 
Gallies. Vedeau was very much troubled, that juſt 
when he was going to make himſelf ſo famous in the 
Country, by ſuch a piece of injuſtice, he muſt now 
go and give an account of his reaſons to the Parlia- 
ment, where the Father of his Adverſary had at leaſt 
as much credit as he and all his Family ; but being 
conſtrain'd by neceſſity, he came to Paris, and finding 
that it was neceſſary to have all the Parties up, the 
thing being proſecuted in other Names, they try'd all 


wa ys poſſible io make it up. Indeed it was a very diſ- 


honour- 


— 


Monſieur Genau, who was a hot Man, ſpoke to a Frien! 
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honourable ſtrife, for both Parties had recourſe to all the 
tricks and ſhifts of the Law, not to ſay injuſtices, they 
could deviſe ; and the Paſnon and Spleen with which 
it was carry d on, having made them ſhut their Ears to 
all ſorts of Propoſals, this was the occaſion of opening WW, 
the whole ſcene of the affair, and why Vedeau ſent his MI: 
Servants to fiſh in the Motes of Madam Salle's Caſtle. 


Monſieur Salle it ſeems, had refus'd de Vedeax the uſe | 
of the Water of a River, that belong'd to him, to wa - 
ter a Meadow of his, for which he was reſolv'd tobe , 


even with him; and to that end he purchaſes a Fief 
of about 5 or 6 thouſand Francks, in right whereof WW; 
he pretended, that the River was not only his, but that W 
Monſieur Salle had no Authority to draw the Water 

thro his Motes. This affair could not bur require : 
long deciſion, conſidering alſo what happen d between, i; 
and the obſtinacy of both Parties; being on both fide f 
rhroughly acquainted with all the nice tricks of the c 
Law. In the mean time the poor Officer was the Suff 
ferer; and tho he was no longer in the Dungeon, yet c 
he was to remain in Priſon till the truth was made out; 
and to make his misforegne more cmplear, the Parlia 
ment would not be Judges in a Caſe that reſpettel i 4, 
ſuch conſiderable Perſons of their own Members; and j, 
it took up a long time before they could agree to name ;; 
other Judges: At leaſt they referr'd the Caſe to the D. ;; 
termination of the Regueſtes de Hotel, and I having f: 
very good Friends there, I joyn d my intereſt with Mor 
ſieur Herve, which very much diſpleas d Monſieur G- 
nou and his Son- in law; not that they thought I had 
more credit there than their Party, but that they thought 
it was a bold thing in me, that was but a mean Perſon 
to them, to oppoſe my ſelf ſo publickly againſt them, 


of mine to diſſwade me from it; but I told him 1 had 
always been Monſieur Herve's humble Servant, and 
befides, happening to be at Madam Sales Houſe when 
2s firſt inſult was given, I could not avoid * 
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their fide: I let fall theſe laſt Words, without conſider- 
ing that his Son- in- law might ſuſpect me by that, to 
te the Perſon that had ſlic: at his outer Cite. It had 
deen excuſable. in a young n to have ſpoken thus 
haſtily, but I was of an age to have had more Wit: I ſaw 
I mediately that] had committed a fault, but it being too 
ate to remedy it, I ler it alone to take its own courſe, 
nd never troubled my felt about it. My Friend having 

ld Monſieur Geno what anſwer I had given him, 

mithout thinking of doing me any hurt, they preſently 
concluded it could be no body but me that had offer d 
him that Affront; and to be more certain of it, Mr 
Genou meeting me next day at the entrance to the Re- 

queſtes de Hotel, where I was ſolliciting, told me, Ma- 

dam Salle was very much oblig'd to me; that after F 

had expos d my ſelf, as I had done, in coming to in- 

ſult his Son-in-law at his very Doors, I ſhould ſtill be 

ſo hot upon the buſineſs as at all hours in the day to 

be ſolliciting for her: When he had ſaid thus, he 

ſeem'd to expect my anſwer, and that he might catch 
me at my Words, I perceiv'd he had plac'd two Fellows 
raady, who making as it they had took notice of no. 
thing, hearkned to what I ſaid, bur they all loſt their 
labour, for I was not to be catcht ſo; for, being aware 
of them, I ſaid nothing they could lay any hold of; fo 
they went away as wiſe as they came. However, Mon- 
eur Genou o d mga grudge in his heart, and having 
tound no occafion ow ine his good will, as I have 
related, he did it with a great deal of pleaſure. 

But to return to the Story, the Hotel having again 
attempted to accommodate the matter with Mr Herve, 
but finding their inveteracy ſo great, that they would 
hear of nothing, they diſpos'd themſelves to do Juſtice 
and to paſs Sentence : For the affair of the Officer, 
who was {till in Priſon, they adjudg'd that he ſhould 
have liberty to follow the buſineſs in the Court till the 
end of the Cauſe, for they had not diſmiſt his Proceſs, 
tho they thought fit to allow him his liberty, In the 


mean 
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mean time this affair was like a heap of Snow, which 
ron bigger and bigger by rowling to and fro. 
There were ſo many Proceedings, that they had at leaf 
forty or fifty bags of Papers; and it coſt Mr Herve an 
infinite deal of Money to carry it on, for he bore all 
the charge of it, as well as the ſubſiſtence of the Offi 
cer; whom in this caſe twas but reaſonable. to pro- 
vide for. However, at laſt the Proceſs, after having 
held I know not how long, was concluded by a Sen- 
tence in favour of my Friends; and Yedeau was ſo vext 
and aſham'd at it, that for fear he ſhould be laught at 
in the Country where the quarrel began, he would not 
o there for a long time. This was the end of an af. 
ir fo much talkt of in the World, and in which they 
might have ſav'd a greatdeal of Labour and Money, if 
they would have been rul'd by the advice of their 
Friends; for tho Monfieur Salle caſt his Adverſary in 
the Charges of the Suit, yet it coſt him at leaſt two 
thouſand Crowns in other Expences. 8 
I.lubis Proceſs being at an end, I was at liberty to dif- 
ole of my ſelf as I pleas'd, for I was not willing to 
leave Paris till I had ſeen the concluſion of it. There 
was a Gentleman who liv'd near Melun had oft. times 
invited me to his Houſe, I ſent him word it ſhould now 
be in a few days: Beſides, I had a great mind to go 
into that fide of the Country for more reafons than 
one. Inſhort, beſides that, I had a mind to divert my 
ſelf in Hunting with him; I had Mo a great deſire to 
vifit Monſieur de Charoft, who vs at Vaux le Vicomte, 
where, as 'rwas ſaid, he went to take the Air ; but 
there was a report given out, to hide a ſmall Accident 
that befel him. The poor man was become a mee! 
Child again, and tho he was not ſo very old, his Spi. 
rits, which us d to. die laſt in us, had ſo much forſaken 
him, that to ſee him in the preſent condition one 
would never have thought him ſo perfect a Courtier as 
he had been: What I have ſaid of him before is more 
than ſufficicnt do make one believe him ſuch. There 
5 : | Wele 
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were few that rallied more agreeably than he; I was 
witneſs of this once in my life, and tho it was on a 
ſubject not very pleaſant to me, yet it did not hinder 
me, but I laught as well as other People; this hap- 
pen'd a little after the Death of Cardinal de Richelieu, 
my very good Maſter. I have ſaid how it was re- 
ported that he was pretty great with'the Dutcheſs. of 

IH A4i2ui//on, his Niece, and that they would needs have 

it at the ſame time, that the Duke de Richelieu was 

her Son. The report, which was common enough 
while he was alive, was more publickly diſcours'd ot 
after his death, till at laſt it came ſo common, that 
not only the ordinary People, but the Perfons of the 
firſt quality believ'd it : So that a Court Lady, upon 

a quarrel with the Dutcheſs de Aiguillon reproachr her 
publickly, that ſhe had been the Miſtreſs of a Prieſt, 

by whom ſhe had had ſeveral Children. Tis without 

queſtion, that ſome things are better conceal d than 

"WW divulg'd ; but the Dutcheſs being of the humour of 

moſt Women, to regard nothing, ſo ſhe gratify'd 

her paſſion, comes all in a fury, and caſting herſelf at- 
the Queen's feet, demanded Juſtice ; the Queen bid 
her tiſe, and let her know what was the matter. I was 

juſt then ſpeaking with Monſieur Charof?, with whom I 

was going to the Houſe of this Princeſs; but he, who 

had no kindneſs for that Lady, with whom he had had 
ſome Pique, left me, to go and inform himſelf of the 
particulars She told the Queen, that Madam de Sr 

Chaumont had call'd her Whore (for ſhe nam'd the 

word at length) and had openly told her, 'ſhe had had L 

five or fix Children by her Unkle : When ſhehad ſaid 3 

this, it was thought the Queen would have ſpoke; but 6 

Monfieur de (Haroſt not giving her time, Alack, Ma- 

dam, ſays he, (to the Dutcheſs d Aigui/lon) will on 3 

e er your ſelf” for ſuch a ſmall matter? Don't you wo 

| know' that we muſt not believe above half of what is | 

ſaid at Curt? He had no ſooxer ſaid fo, but all who 
were preſent fell a laughing; and the Queen, ſeeing 
every body laugh, laught too. This madded the 

| | Dutcheſs 


_— — 7” - wow 


334 Memoirs of the 
aN extremely, who did not uſe to take ſuch 
Jeſts; but the time of her Reign being now at an end, 
and on the other hand, the Queen hating her mortally, 
ſhe was fain to go away without any other redreſs. 
All People reproach the Unfortunate : This Lady 
was no ſooner out of the Queen's preſence, but ſhe 
found ten upon her inſtead of one; who repeating the 
word T/hore, which ſhe had call'd herſelf, would 
taunt her with-the word; which if it was indecent in 
the mouth of a Man, ſure it became a Woman much 
worſe. In ſhort, they condemn'd her from this; inſo- 
much, that if IJ had not known what I did, this wou'd 
have been enough to convince me. II deed, this Wo- 
man, who made all tremble under her in the Days of 
her Unkle, was not Company good enough for Dogs, 
it I may ſo ſay, for having ſo-tooliſhly expos d her 
ſelf without any conſideration, as you have heard, 
And yet agreater folly than this, tho it did not make ſo 
much noiſe, was that of one of the Queen's Maids of 
Honour, whoſe name was Madamoiſelle de Guerchi, 
to whom fell out this very unhappy adventure. | 
ſhould have told you that being with Child by the 
Duke de Vitry, he ruin d her ſo unfortunately, by en- 
deavouring to hide her diſgrace by the Death of the 
Infant; and there happen'd on this occaſion, ſo falſe a 
ſtep taken by-herſelf, that ſhe deſerv'd to have Stones 
thrown at her more than Madam d' Aiguillon. The 
Queen lov'd her above all the reſt; and this happen d 
to her at a time when the Queen, being buſie about 
ſome certain private - Affairs, had plac d her at the 
Cloſet Door, with orders to let no body come in, but 
ſuch as ſhe had nam d: It happen'd as ſhe ſtood there 
that Monſieur de Vic came up to the Door, and making 
an offer to go in, and ſhe not knowing his Face, he being 
newly come from the Army, ſhe ask d him his name, 
which he told her immediately, Now there being but 
little difference in the French between his name, and a 
certain thing which is notwery decent to mention, {be 
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1 Wl flept back in a paſſion, and flung the Door againft him. 
, WI The Queen, who by accident had her Eyes that way, 
, Wl obſerving the diſorder ſhe was in, askt her what was 
the matter : But ſhe being ſurpriz'd only told her, that 
was an infolent Fellow, and that ſhe durſt not tell 
her Majeſty what it was he faid. The Queen wonder- 
ing whar ſhould ſo much diſturb, and make her colour 
ſo red, call'd her to her, and abſolutely commanded 
her ro tell her what it was, that if it was a thing not 
ft to be ſpoken in plain terms, ſhe might diſguiſe i 
ſo as to let her know the meaning of it, which wou 
not be difficult to do, by one that had ſo much Wir as 
ſhe had. Madamoiſelle de Guerchi, ſeeing the Queen 
had given her an expedient, refoly'd to tell her, but 
did it with ſo ill a Grace, that if ſhe had nam'd the 
thing at length, it could not have been worſe. She 
. faid then, that having askt the Gentleman his name, 
he had told her the name of a thing with which the7 
iy they get Children z Mr de Guitaut, Captain of 
„tte Queen's Guards, who ſtood by, fell out a laughing 
I as if he would have burſt ; and when he had a little 
e recover'd himſelf, Madam, ſaid he to the Queen, Tu 
* confident tas Monſieur de Vie who frighted this La- 
dy, for be cum from Flanders but laſt.nigbt; but the 
beſt of the Jeſt was, that the Lady affirm'd {till ſhe was 
not miſtaken, but that it was he that chang'd one Let- 
ter of the Name, tho' ſhe was not ſo tobe deceiv d. 
The Gentleman who I went to viſit at Me/un, was 
ralld the Count de Ja Chapelle Gantier, a Perſon of a 
great deal of honour, and whoſe Father was my parti - 
cular Friend; he was a {worn Enemy to another Gen - 
tleman that liv'd hard by, calFd the Viſcount de Me- 
lun, or rather / Arbafette; for he did not belong to 
the honourable Family of Melun, of whom the late 
Conſtable de Melun, and the preſent Princeſs de Eſpe- 
nors are deſcended; he was far enough from ſuch a no- 
ble original, having more Men of the Gown than of the 
Sword in His Family; and yet if you would believe him, 
2 5 | | Meſieurs 
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Meffieurs de Chatillon are not of a better deſcent than 


he. The Enmity between theſe Gentlemen began upon 


this ground, that the Father of. one had kill'd the Fa. 


ther of the other, aquarrel ſo reaſonable that no body 


ever attempted to reconcile them: My Friend was the 
Party offended, it being his Father who had the mis- 
fortune to be kill'd by the other, ſince which if he had 
but heard his name mention'd, he would have turn'd 

le, and ſhook from head to foot. A Perſon of Qua. 
Ft ,towhom I am very much oblig'd, deſir d me, when 
I went from Paris, to attempt the mittigating of this 
hatred, by making a propoſal of Marriage to my Friend 
with Melun's Sifter, but 1 defir'd to be excus'd, for 
that this was to do a great injury to the Count de la Cha- 
pelle, who I knew to he more of a Gentleman than to 
marry the Daughter of his Fathers Murtherer ; and 
that, inſhort, I would never undertake ſuchan Errand; 
for I knew if I ſhould, it would be to no purpoſe. The 
Count de Melun alſo was a man of ſo much ill nature, 
thar inſtead of endeavouring by his carriage to make 


my Friend forget the grudge that was between the 
Families, as he ought to have done, he took all occa- 


ſions to encreaſe it: He was very often drunk, and 
when he had a Glaſs or two of Wine in his Head he 
was ſo abufive to my Friend, that if the Laws againſt 
Quarrels and Duels had not been ſo ſevere, he had been 


every day in danger of having his Throat cut. This 


was a crime in any man, and much more inexcuſable 
in the Son of a Man who hadalready imbru'd his hands 
in the blood of my Friends Father; beſides, the King 


had done as much as was poſſible to prevent his. being 


us d in this manner; for he pardon'd his Father, but 
upon this condition, that neither he, nor any of his 


after him, ſhould come into the Company or Place 
where any of the deceas'd's Children ſhould. be; and 


that if at any time any of thoſe ſhould come into Com- 
y where he was, or any of his Children, they ſhould 

oblig'd immediately to quit the Place, which one 
8 . man 
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mand of the King's every one allow d to be very juſt. 
But the Viſcount de Melun, inſtead of conforming 
himſelf to this order, as his Father had done, us d him 
28 I have been telling you: Inſomuch that the firſt 
thing my Friend told me of at my firſt coming to ſee 
him was, that he could endure it no longer; at the 
ſame time he told me at large the grounds of his diſ- 
guſt, which I could not deny but to be very reaſonable. 
However, I endeavour'd to put the beſt face on them I 
could, becauſe I would not inflame him, who I per- 
ceiy'd was already diſturb'd enough; and at the lame 
time I told him, he could not have the leaſt Quarrel 


with him without endangering himſelf extreamly ; for 


the ſame Order of the King's which commanded Me- 
un to keep out of his ſight, commanded him alſo to 
bear his Adverſary no malice. I rold him chat he be- 
ing the Party aggriev'd, every body would conclude him 
to have been the Aggreſſor; that in his Circumſtances he 
ought to uſe more caution a thouſand times than ano» 
ther, having a good Eſtate to loſe, and thereforeoughr 
toconſider very well before he did any thing of thar 
nature; that I did notdeny, but *rwas a very hard caſe 
for any Gentleman to be torc'd to hear ſo much every 
day, but that the leaſt evil is always to bechoſen, that 
there was Melun and his Gang defir'd nothing more than 
to have us rake ſome wrong ſtep which they might take 
advantage of; and in a word, that we had to do with 
a Prince that would not be jeſted with; and unleſs his 
Caſe was as clear as the day, I would adviſe him not to 
meddle in it, | 
This Gentleman, who had at leaſt 12 or 15 thou- 
ſand Livres a year, and expected very much to encreaſe 
his Eſtate by marrying, being ſenſible my reaſons had 
ſome weight, acknowledg'd himſelf very much oblig'd 
to me for my advice; for indeed, I believe if it had 
not been for me his Paſſion had run him upon fome 
tooliſh Action or other in this matter. But having thus 
calm'd him we minded nothing bur our pleaſure, he 
and I together, either bur or viſiting the * 
a * Our- 
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bouring Gentlemen of that Country ; when altogether 


- unexpettedly there happen'd a caſe which put my Friend 
in a condition of giving himſelf ſome ſmall ſatisfaction 


in the matter. One day while we were at Dinner, only 


he and I, which was very ſtrange, having generally ſome 
Company or other every day, we heard a noiſe of Horns 
ſounding in the Park : This made him riſe from the 
Table in a heat, and run into the Kitchen where he had 
ſome Arms; I follow'd him immediately, and taking 
each of us a Fufil, we made out to that part where we 
thought the noiſe came from; preſently we ſawa great 
many Dogs running after a Hare, and that 'they had 
come in by a breach of the Park. The Count de 14 
Chapelle had no fooner ſpy'd the man who blew the 
Horn, but he knew him by his Livery to be his Enemy's 
Huntſman, and was juſt going to kill him, for I ſaw 

him preſent his Piece at him; but making reflection 

upon ita little, he thought he ſhould revenge himſelf 
- better upon his Maſter it he kill'd ſome of the Dogs, 
upon which he fir'd three times one after another, and 
kill'd every time; he call'd to me alſo to do the like, 
but 1 ſeeing him in ſucha paſſion, would not diſcharge 
my Piece; for I thought if his Enemy, who l ſuppos d 
was not far off, ſhould appear, it would be neceſſary 
one of us, ar leaſt, ſhould be ready for him. In the 
mean time the Huntſman, who had not blown his 
Horn but to call off his Dogs, and who ſaw he was like 
to meet with blows there, got him back by the ſame 
Gap he came in at, the Dogs following him as if they 


had known by inſtin&' rhe danger of ſtaying. The 
Count dela Chapelle, ſeeing there was no body left for / 


him to vent his paſſion upon, would needs ſally out to 
ke if he could find his Enemy the Viſcount de Melun, 
- whom we concluded was not far off, for one might 
hear the noiſe of Horſes galloping up and down with- 
out the Park Wall, which we knew muſt be he, or 
Tome of his Company. But I ſtopt him, telling him 


ba had done enough, and ought to be ſatisfy'd with 


it, that if Melun had done this action to draw him into 
„ danger, 


— 
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danger, he was very finely fitted ; and therefore *rwas 
for his Enemy to run and not for him; that he had kill'd. 
his Dogs, and had this advantage beſides, that the o- 
ther had treſpaſs d upon him, and he might make his 
complaint of it, and perhaps put him in Priſon; but 
that if he follow d him out of his own bounds the caſe 
would be quite alter d, and therefore I advis d him not 
to do it, leſt he ſhould do ſomething he ſhould be af- 
terwards ſorry for. He was preſently made ſenſible of 
my reaſons, and being both of us retreated into the 
Houſe together, where we were hardly got, before 
there come in a Gentleman of that Country one Chz/e. 
The Count de la Chapelle knew him to be an Acquain- 


_ tance of this Melun, and ſo took it for granted he had 


ſent him. This man took no notice of any thing, but 
ſat down with us at Table, and diſcours d ſometimes 
of one thing, ſometimes of another indifferently, 
without ſpeaking a word of what had happen d; we 
began then to think he come in by chance, and knew 
nothing of the matter, and yet we could ro but have 
a (hiewd ſuſpicion that he was of the party too, and 
that he came for a Spy to ſee how ſtrong we were, and 
it prov'd no leſs, for as ſoon as ever we had din d, away 
he goes to Melun, and informing him that we were 
but two of us, in a quarter of an hour we had him at 
the Gates with 5 or 6 Horſemen in his company. The 


Count de la Chapelle ſpying them before they were 


come up to the Draw bridge, ſnatcht up his Fufil 
which he had at hand, at which I thought ſomething 
was the matter, and I did the like. We marcht up to 
the faces of them all, and plainly ſaw Melun at the 
head of them, who durſt not venture to come upon the 
Draw-bridge. As ſoon as he ſaw us, he call'd to the 
Count de la Chapelle, and askt him for his Dogs; but 


ſeeing him preſent his Piece at him, he did not think _ 


fit to ſtay for an anſwer: And he was in the right of it, 
for had he ſtaid a moment longer, 'twas very proha- 


ble this had been the laſt Affront he ſhould ever have 
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given my Friend, or any body elſe. Chiſi and the reſt 

did the like, and they made their retreat in very good 

order, tor no body purſu'd them. 

This buſineſs could not but make a great noiſe in the 
Country, eſpecially happening among perſons of 


ſome condition. I advis'd my Friend to go immediately 


and enter his complaint at the Court of the Deputies of 


| the Mareſchals of France; and my reaſon was, that 


having made them acquainted with it, he might then be 
excusd from giving way to an Accommodation, which 
I ſaw plainly the Gentlemen of the Country would pro- 
poſe. But he did not approve of my advice, whether 
twas that he was 'not acquainted with the Deputies, 


or that he thoughr it would be better to apply to the 


Mareſchals of France themſelves : But while he was 
preparing to do this, the Marquis de St Heran, Gover- 
nor of Fountainbleau, came to ſee him, and deſir d 
him for his ſake to ſtop his intended Journey, pro- 
miſing he would take upon him, that he ſhould have 
all the ſatisſaction he could defire ; and being an old 
Courtier who had known me a long time, he turn'd to 
me, and deſfir'd me to uſe my intereſt with the Count 
to the ſame purpoſe. I told him that truly I was his 
Friend, but he had ſo much more intereſt than I, that 


if he could not prevail upon him, it was not likely I 


ſhould. Indeed he had been an old acquaintance of 
his Father as well as I, and befides that, the Poſt he 
was in (he was the head Ranger of that part of the 
Country) gave him ſuch a particular authority, that 
all the Gentlemen in the Country took care to keep in 
with him. Monſieur de /a Chapelle was perplext at 
this new Propoſal; for on one hand *rwas not prudence 
in him to make ſuch a Man as he his Enemy, and on 
the other hand the pleaſure of revenging the mur- 
ther of his Father urg'd him againſt all manner of 
accommodation. So in hopes to perſwade the other 
to defiſt from his ſollicitation, which to ſay the truth, 
as the caſe ſtood, was a little uncivil; he told him, wg 
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if there had been no other Quarrel, but that which 
lately happen'd between his Family and Mrde Melun, 
he ſhould have had fo little occafion to uſe intrearies 
with him, thar he would have return'd him thanks for 
concerning himſelf in ir; but this Quarrel to the Count 
de Melun was upon another account, and of a nature 
not to be forgot; that he would comply with any 
thing for his ſake, but he befought him to reflect upon 
the reaſon he had to ſeek revenge, and what the world 
would ſay of him, when having fo fair an occaſion, he 
ſhould have had more regard ro the interceſſion of 
Friends than the blood of his Father ; that he begg'd 
of him to conſider, that what he defir'd of him was 
againſt rhe Law of Nature, and would be a blot upon 
his Honour, of which he himſelf ſhould be the Judge; 
wherefore he did not queſtion, but that inſtead of 
taking it ill, he would have the greater Friendſhip for 
him, tho in this 2 8 it was not poſſible for him to 
grant what he deſir d. | 

Theſe were the reaſons he oppos'd to Monſieur de 
St Heran's ſollicitations, which J leave to the judgment 
of any, if they were not very juſt and equitable. 
However Mr de St Heran, not contented with this, ſtrove 
all he could to make him alter his mind, and with me 
alſo to perſwade him to it; but finding he gain'd no- 
thing, neither upon one nor t'other, he told the Count 
de la Chapelle that he would entertain no ill will 
againſt him for this denial, becauſe he ſaw his paſſion 
had got the aſcendant over him ſo much, that he was 
not at preſent capable of rakipg the advice of his 
Friends; that indeed he expected to find him pretty 
warm, but that a little time perhaps would allay his 
fury, and he would then be better diſpos'd to take his 
advice; that therefore he only defir'd him to reſolve 
on no meaſures for 24 hours, during which time he 
deſir d him to remember, that God had commanded us 
to forgive our Enemies, and that nothing procur d 
greater peace of mind, _ to praQtiſe the Duty = 
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the very Letter of it; that he hop'd he would grant 
him that ſmall requeſt without any difficulty; and that 
it might not be prejudicial to his intereſt ro give him 
his word, the Viſcount de Melun ſhould do nothing on 
his part. | hes 

By. this means the Marquis de St Heran, without 
taking any notice, did the Viſcount de Melun the 
greateſt piece of ſervice imaginable; for the Count de 
la Chapelle could not refuſe ſo fair a requeſt, eſpecially 
on the aſſurance that his Enemy ſhould take no advan- 
tage for the delay : ſo he let it reſt for two days, in 
which time the Marquis de St Heran ſent away to 

ourt, and informing the King of a quarrel in general 
between them, and that it happen'd abeut matters re- 
lating to the Game, deſir'd power from the King to 
bear and determine it, and no body being by to ſpeak 
for the Count de Ia Chapelle, eaſily obtain d the Grant: 
So that inſtead of a Mediator, which he pretended 
to be, he made himſelf a Judge. My Friend was very 
much ſurpriz d at this Fineneſs, and very much dif: 
pleas d: with it. Bur we ſaw there was: no manner of 
remedy, for now 'twas too late to apply to the Ma. 
reſchals of France, and 'twas to no purpoſe to attempt 
tie King's revoking his Order. My Friend was then 
fore d at laſt to go to Fontainbleau to ſee what Juſtice 
he would do him, which was indeed but very indifte- 
rent. The Viſcount de Melun only ask d hispardon for 
what had happen d, telling him that twas not by any 
deſign of his that his Hounds had broke into his Park; 
and if he had found his Huntſman there, twas only to 
fetch him back; that it was an accident, that the 
Hare took over his ground; and for his coming up to 
the Draw- bridge of the Caſtle, twas only to ask him 
. for his Dogs which, were loſt, as he himſelf could wit- 
neſs, and not to offer him any affront : However, that 
if he hought he would have been affronted- at it, he 
in never have done it; for he was far from de- 


* firing any quartel wick him, that he ſliould be very gs 
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of an opportunity to ſhow how much he was his 
Friend ; that in the mean time he promis'd him to 
obſerve more ſtrictly the conditions which the King 
had oblig d their Families to; to which end, if ever 
he was Hunting, and the Game took the ſame way that 
his did, ke would immediately call off his Hounds, and 
2 great deal of this ſort, which Monſieur de /a Chapelle 
was forc'd to be content with, and to tell him, that 
ſince he had made ſo much acknowledgment, he was 
very ſorry be had kill'd any of his Dogs. 

This was the concluſion of that affair, and it was 4 
long time before we conld come to know what it was 
occaſion'd the Marquis de St Heran to be ſo induſtrious 
to oblige one rather than rother : But a Gentleman of 
the Country, who was of neither party told us, it was up. 
on the account of Mr de Beſons, whom Melun was rela- 
ted to by Marriage. We could hardly believe it at firſt, 
becauſe that Match was made againſt his conſent ; but 
we underſtand by another hand that it was certainly 
true, and quickly after we had poſitive proof of it. 
This Monſieur de Beſons was a perſon of extraordinary 
Wit, and had by his rare Genius gain'd himſelf abun- 
dance of Friends; but the beſt of them all was Monſieur 
the Chancellor, who procur'd for himſelf the place of 
Intendant of Languedock, tho he had not yet been Maſter 
of Requeſts, which was not cuſtomary ; and he had 
not only enjoy'd that Poſt three years, as is uſual for the 
Intendants of Juſtices in the Provinces, but had, by the 
ſame favour, been continu'd there five or fix times. In 
which time he had gain'd ſo much credit and reſpect in 
the Country, that the King himſelf could not have 
more; for indeed I have heard him ſay, that the King 
might publiſh an Edict, but he muſt have his Warrant 
to it, if he expected to have it punctually executed. 1 
have heard him ſay one thing alſo more extraordinary 
than that, and I think I have ventur d to ſay ſome- 
where, tis grown a cuſtom in thoſe Provinces for the 
Intendants to joyn their Warrants io every Order that 
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diſpatch in their buſineſs: 
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comes from the King, but whether it be ſoorno Pm not 


certain: Vil relate the ſtory as he told it me, which 
was, that having receiv'd an Order to make out a Pro- 
ceſs againſt one Roule, who had been an Agent in the 


Rebellion of Vivares, he caus'd his head to be ſet u 


un the Gate of Aabenas, but Tome of the Relations 
of the perſon that was executed took it down in the 
night; upon which he publiſh'd an Order the nextday, 


that they who had taken down the head ſhould with. 


out delay, carry it back to the ſame place in 24 hours 
time, which was obey'd, and the head carry'd back 
accordingly. I don't know Whether all people may be 
of my mind, but I think it is very ſeldom a Governor 
has influence enough to make himſelf obey d in ſuch 
a Caſe: But if ever it be ſo, it is by ſome unuſual ſeve- 
Tity, rather than from the love of the People. Yer 
this I muſt ſay of him, that if he was fear'd he 
was alſo. loy'd, eſpecially by all thoſe who lov'd 
For never had Man a 

ou vivacity of Spirit, which made that Province 
o much concern'd at his removal, and the more 

fince Mr d' Agueſſeau who ſucceeded him, was Juſt in 
the other extreme. I have ſeen him dictate to three 
Secretaries at once, and yet entertain me at the ſame 


time without any interruption : It was not for ſuch a 


Man to be long unpreferr d. After he ws call 'd to 
Court the King truſted him in affairs of the greateſt 
Intricacy : And the Chancellor, as great a Man as he 


was, did not at all think it below him to take meaſures 


ſrom his advice. He had indeed the gran reputa- 
tion of all the Councellors of State; ſo that *twas no 


itogs thing cbatKle de $t Heran ſhould be ſo willing 
to o 


ige him, he being already in a condition to return 
favours to any Man, tho his Fortune was nothing yet 


to what he hop'd it would be; and it was for what he 
expected perhaps, rather than any gratitude for what 


was paſt, that he appear'd ſo ready to ſerve the Chan- 
cellor or any of his Family; for he conſider d, that the 
King having ſuck confidence in them, as he really = 
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the only way to advance himſelf was to gain their Re- 
commendation: And yet he was deceiv d in this point, 
for tho Mr the Chancellor, and the Marquis de Lou- 
vais his Son, gave him great Teſtimony of their friend- 
ſhip in ſomecaſes, they failꝰd him in one where he moſt 
defir'd it. At Monſieur Colbert death, his Ambition 
prompted him to no leſs than to ſucced him in that 
place, and no queſtion but he was capable enough to 
have diſcharg'd it, but that favour being deny'd him, 
and beftow'd upon another, the grief of it broke his 
heart and kill'd him. | 
The Quarrel that happen d at the Count de Ja Cha- 
pelle's, having detain'd me longerthere than I intended, 
[had opportunity to be acquainted with all the Coun- 
uy; for there was hardly a Gentleman that knew of 


the affair but came to viſit him, and offer him their 


ſervice, and amongſt them ſome of all ſorts; rich and 
poor; and among the latter the Count de Kermeno, 
who was not of that Country, as his Name will inform 
ou, but who happen d to be thereabouts ; drawn not 
by the Charms of a certain Lady (for I ſhould belye 
her to ſay ſhe had any) but ſhe had been .an old ac- 
uaintance, which to him was in lieu of all other 
arms. I knew him well enough, the Count de Ia 
Chapelle had no need to tell me who he was, for I had 
ſeen him both at the Court, and in the Army, and he 
was not one Jot more eſteem'd at the one than in the 
other ; not but that he was a very good Gentleman 
born, but he made the meaneſt figure that ever was 
ſeen : He had taken up the Trane of a Soldier, which 
did not become him at all. His Brother the Marquis di 
Garrot had done the like, and both had found the 
means to be very fairly caſheer'd, after they had run 
out an Eſtate of about a Million of Livres. 6 
Having knownall theſe things before, it was the reaſon 

I took no great notice of him, which the Count de {s 
Chapelle obſerving, askt me when he was gone, what 
that Man was, fince he had never ſeen him till he came 
i | into 
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into thoſe parts. I told him what I knew, in which] 
can ſay, I neither added nor diminiſnt any thing from 
the truth. I acquainted him alſo of the adventure of 
his Brother, of which ſomething was ſo odd, thy 
the like was hardly ever heard. The Marquis 4 
Garrot,after having ſpent all his Eſtate, and not knoy. 
ing what courſe to take, bethought himſelf of an ex 
pedient, by which he pretended to raiſe at leaſt twelye 
or fifteen thouſand Livres a year, for the laying donn 
of about a thouſand Crowns in ready Money. The 
Project he had for doing this, was to go and publif 
among the Herb Women, ard ſuch People in the 
Market, that he would lend them Money at the 
rate of a penny a day for every Crown, which was the 
uſual Intereſt among thoſe fes and defir'd them 
to acquaint their Friends of it, for that all the Money ; 
he had in the Bank ſhould be at their ſervice; and tha; 
bis Office ſhould be opeh at ſuch and ſuch conſtanM; 
"hours, and a true Regiſter ſhould be kept, as well off: 
Payment as Receipt. Such news as this ſoon ſpread jj 
about, and brought multitudes to his Office; and h: 
gave his Money ſo ſtrangely to every body that came 
| 1 it, that People thought be was bedivell'd. Then 
Comtimniſſary of that quarter hearing of it, goes to ten 
place, but could not come near for the Crowd, till n 

"having made way thro the People, he comes in, and 
there found the Marquis du Garrot himſelf, who en | 
deavourd to diſguiſe himfelf, that he might not be! 
-».. known, but coming up to him he demanded of him wha c 
he was a doing; the Marquis askt him what he had ic 
do to ask that queſtion ; adding, that if he had a mind © 
give his Money away to whom he pleas'd, he hop'd e d 
might have the liberty to do it without his inn 1 
ding himſelf ro diſturb him. The Commiſſary, not usil U 
0 duch rough Anſwers, and ſeeing what a forty figur o. 
bs made, was a going to carry him to Priſon; and hel d, 
not being very willing to go, told him who he was f 
bo ping tis Name would make ſome amends for 0 10 
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ill Mein; but finding he had to do with a Fellow 
that valued no body's quality, he was obliged to muſter 
up all his Titles, and tell him he had marry'd Mr de 
Courcelle's Daughter, Councellor of the grand Cham- 
ber; at which the Commiſſary, who ſtood more in 
fear of a Councellor than a Marquis, began to uſe 
him more civilly, and told him, that in reſpect to his 
Ml Father-in-law he would not put that affront upon him, 
but that he muſt lay down his new Trade, for it had 
WM made too much noiſe already to be continu'd ; and ad- 
bl mitting no reply, made him ſhut up his Coffer and 
WM his Regiſter. The Marquis ſeeing the Commiſſary in 
Wl earneſt, askt him what he muſt do for all his Money 
ebe had given out; to which he gave him this anſwer, 
ml that having ſo freely given about his Money to he did 
Lot know who, it was for him to find out the way how 
ai to get it again. In ſhort, he ſeem'd like the Man who 
nl they ſay obtain'd a Grant of the King of Spain for a 
of certain Tax upon all ſuch as had ſeen a certain Comet, 
a that had appsar d a little before, for as he was never 
ve the richer for it, becauſe he could never make it out 
me who had ſeen ir, and who had not; ſo our Marquis 
nei neither knew who they were that had taken his Money, 
ne nor where they dwelr, nor whether they had taken it in 
ul their own Names, or in others. 
a At my return to Paris I fell fick of an Ague, which 
eU believe might come from my eating more freely than 
Ius d to do; for the Table was always ſpread at the 
Count de la Capelle s, and I, who had us'd my ſelf 
to a very regular life, could not but be indiſpos d with 
ſo unuſual a cuſtom; for being oblig'd to do as others 
did, I was ill ſeveral times before I came away. I had 
recourſe to the ordinary remedies in ſuch caſes, of 
Diet and Bleeding; but my Ague ftill encreafing up- 
on me, I was advis'd to change my Doctor, and they 
directed me to an Exgliſh Knight, who was mightily 
famous for Cures of that kind. -Indeed, there -was no 
ſort of Agues or Fevgrs almoſt but he could ſtop _ 3 
e 
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ſick folks might live, who could nor elſe afford to be c 
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he cared all people that went to him, and there was 90 
doubt but I ſhould have had the ſame benefit: But! 
underſtood, that almoſt all the peop'e char came to hin 
had their Diſtemper return d upon them again in tuo 
or three months, ſo I did not care for meddling with 
him. Bur however to ſatisfy my Friends I ſent to him 
and defir'd him todo me the favour ro come and * 
me; vrhich he did: And among other things he made 
me laugh heartily at a ſtory he told me of che Marc ij 
de Hautefort, one of the Querries to the Queen, in 
of about a hundred thouſand Livres a year Eſt c, hy Mi" 
ſo miſerably covetous, that tho he had neither Wis MM" 
nor Child to provide for, yet he was afraid of every ba. 
that came near him. He was much in the ſame condi. 


tion as I was, and ſent to this Doctor to tell him, he 
had occafion to make uſe of his Phyſick, and therefor M* 
defird him to come and ſee him. When the Dota I. 
came to him he found him extraordinary bad; but 
having felt his Pulſe, lookt on his Tongue, and the 
like, he bid him not be diſcourag d, for he did no 
- queſtion but with God's bleſſing ke ſhould cure him. 
and that he would have him make uſe of his remedy, Ie 


But the Marquis reply'd, that before he meddled with 
it, he would know what the price of it was, for he 
had been told by ſome who had to do with him, tha If 
he was a very dear Man; that as Moliere has it, he 
ought to be ſo conſcionable in his prices, that poor 


fick. The Doctor was amaz'd, he ſaid; to hear him 
talk at that rate, conſidering too what an Eſtate he had, J 
and told him, he hop'd he was bur in jeſt to talk a; 
that rate to one who was ſo much his humble Servant; 
that he ſhould be very glad if he could but cure him; 
he did not uſe to talk of price to perſons of his Qua f 
lity, and he ſhould do what he pleas d with him, as ( 
to that they wonld not differ; but all this fignif/ d, 
nothing. he would have the price fixt, or he would 
talk no further of it: The Doctor thinking he ought 
wy to 
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o obey him, told him, that perſons of his ſigure ne- 
er us d to offer him leſs than 50 Piſtoles, but that 
15 he had ſaid before, he ſhould do what he pleas'd with 
dim; at which words the Marquis roar d out as if he 
had been kill'd, that he was afraid the people of the 
Houſe would þave thought he had offer d him ſome 
Infolence z that ſeeing him in ſuch a paſſion he left him 
to vent it by himſelf ; when after having rav'd for a 
good while, he call'd for him again, and offer d him 
tour Piſtoles; but the Doctor telling him as before, 
that he would leave it to him, he flew out in a paſſion 
zgain, and bid him get him out of his Houſe, he would 
have nothing to do with him nor his Phyſick; upon 
which the Doctor immediately ſhow'd him his back, 
and went away; but was no ſooner got home, but he 
mas follow'd by a Lacquey from the Marquis to offer 
him one Piſtole more; and ſo for four days ſucceſ- 
fively.he ſent the ſame Meſſenger to chaffer with him 
for his Phyſick, ſtill offering him every day a Piſtole 
more, till at laſt he was pleas d to dye before the bar- 
gain was made. | | | 
I gave the more faith to this ſtory, becauſe I knew 
a great many ſordid tricks of his before, and had 
ſeen one among the reſt, , than which I never faw 
a worſe, and which was at the progreſs we made at 
the Marriage of the Dauphin, for I ſtill endeayour'd 
to live in the beſt figure I could; and tho I had but a 
ſmall Eſtate, yet I always follow'd the Court. In this 
Journey I happen'd to lodge in the ſame Houſe with 
this Marquis de Hautefort, and the Landlord one day 
had caught the Marquis's Coachman ſtealing his Oats ; 
upon which he came to tell his Maſter of ir, and to re- 
uire' ſatisfaction. For what ? reply'd the Marquis, 
y you ſay your ſelf,that you only took him ſtealing your 
Corn, and that you made him give it you back again. Tes 
truly, ſays the good Man, what I found upon him Imade 
him return, but I have loſt half the Oats that were inthe 
Cheft; for Tknow how many were put in, and there are 
i 45 8 
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not above hal, ſo many left now. Ay, ſays the Marqus 
very coldly, they might be eaten by your own Horſes, 
bring me Witneſſes that *twas my Coachman ſole then 
and be ſhall make you ſatisfaltion. But, Sir, ſays the 
Landlord, is not this Witneſs enough that I catcht him ix 
the fact, I have no other Witneſſes ; bus I have brought 
him to you. More ſhame for thee, reply d the Marquis; 
Don t you know. well enough, that without Witneſsthere' 
nothing 10 be done at Law? Look you Friend, fince you 
have no Witneſs, pray go about your buſineſs, and trouble 
me no more with ſuch impertinent ſtori*'s. 

This was all the Juſtice the poor Man could get of 
him, and ſo he came to make his complaint to me, 
of the wrong he had done him; but I could ſiy no. 
thing to it, but ſhrugging up my Shoulders, told him 
there was no remedy but patience, which he wa 
forc'd to uſe; and indeed he had more occaſion for 
that Virtue afterwards; for when he went away, he 
was ſo far from paying him for what his men had 


ſpoil d, that he hardly paid him for their Diet; orif 
he did, twas at ſuch a ſcandalous price, that the Man 


never receiv'd the Money it coſt him. But ſince I am 
got imo this Journey, I. muſt tell one ſtory, which is 
SENS very pleaſant, of what happen'd to an 
* AP:oviacial Intendant: He had got a Miſtreſs in 
Judge. 2 Town where the King and the whol: 
7 Court lodg d, e to be 
there when the Quarter-maſter General came to the 
Town, he made Friends to have that Houſe exempt 
ed: this Intendant had the misfortune to be a littl 


like the Meſſieurs d# Garrot, that is, to make but 1 


very indifferent figure, which made the Quarter. maſtet, 
not knowing who he was, tell him by way of bay 


ter, Ves, yes, he ſhould be excus d, indeed, and why 


not; but at the ſame time taking his 'Chalk, 


markt that Houſe as he had done the others. The 


Intendant was not diſcourag'd, but perſiſted in his ſuit, 
hoping to do it without diſcovering himſelf, for b 
; : a ; | c Wi 
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us was then incognito; he ſpoke to him again, and de- 
ird bim to exempt that Lady, alluring him, that if 
n ne knew her, he would think it worth his while; but 
be finding that he did not take much notice of that, he 
in Mold him his quality, and that it might lie in his way 
br Wo return his kindneſs. The Quarter maſter under- 
standing his Character, askt his pardon, that he had 
bot done it at firſt, and immediately granted his de- 
tre, both on account of the Lady, and alſo of his qua- 
u. A little before this juſt ſuch an adventure hap- 
pen d to me. A Gentleman of my acquaintance, who 
had ſome buſineſs with the Preſident de Bretorvilhers, 
writ to me to wait 1. — him from him. I went to him 
to his fine Country Houſe in the Je de Noſtre Dame, 
and the Porter telling me he was in his Chamber, 1 
went croſs the Court-yard to go up to him: I did not 
know him in the leaſt, whether he was old or young, 
or what manner of Man he was, however, I happen d 
to light on him, as I was. going up the Stairs, with a. 
wooden Candleſtick in his hand, juſt as if he had been 
going down into the Cellar ; I askt him which was the 
Prefidents Chamber, he told me he was the man, and 
if my buſineſs was to ſpeak with him, I need not go 
further. Iwas ſo ſurpriz d with this ſudden reply, that 
[Rood like one that had been conſt in dome ill fact, 
but he very civilly helpt me out of my confuſion him. 
ſelf; asking me if there was any thing he could ſerve me 
in; ſo that finding he was not affronted, I ſoon recover d 
my ſelf. One would infer from what I have ſaid, that 
the Prefident was no very genteel Man, that I ſhould 
miſtake him ſo; but J muſt fay this to his advantage, 
that he was a Perſon of a great deal of Honour: This 
accident introduc'd me into his acquaintance, and was 
the occaſion that we were afterwards very familier ; 
and this I can ſay of my own knowledge of him, that 
tho every body now adays ſeem to regard nothing but 
their own intereſt, yet I have ſeen him do thoſe things 
which ſhow him of a truly generous diſpoſition, thoke 

| was 
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was Son of one of the Farmers of the Kings Revenug, 
a ſort of People not very famous for their Honeſty c 
Generoſity. 
It is not every body would fo eaſily have paſt by ſuch 
a miſtake, eſpecially when a Man is ſurprized in any 
figure below his Character, of which I had a proof! 
little before that in another caſe ; going to ſee a Coun- 
cellor of the Inqueſts, call'd Machaut, who liv'd in 
La Rue Michael de Comte, I hada little proceſs before 
him, and going by accident by his Door, I took that 
opportunity to ask him, if he would pleaſe to give him- 
fel the trouble to examine it. He that open d the 
Door told me he was at home, and defir'd me to walk 
in, and he would tell him there was one to ſpeak with 
him. I did ſo, and coming to a Door that lockt into 
the Garden, I open'd it, and through it I ſaw a Manin 
his Drawers, witha Night Cap on, hard at work till he 
ſweat again: Who ſhould this be but my Lawyer, who 
was a mighty on Floriſt, and one indeed that ſeem 
fitter to ſet Tukps than to try Cauſes. I lookt on hima 
good while before he turn d about, he was ſo intent up 
on what he was doing; but at laſt being forc'd to raiſe 
himſelf up to take breath a little, he ſpy'd me, and 
coming up briskly, askt me who I would ſpeak with, 
told him with Mr de Machazt, little thinking I ſpoke If 
to him himſelf , but he preſently made me know it, MW 
asking me more briskly than before, what I woull 
haye with him; Give hima Brief, ſaid I, with alittle 
heat, not being very well pleas'd to be us d ſo; Give i 
me then, ſaid he, in the ſame tone he began with, forl 
am the Per ſon you would ſpeak with, and that you ſhall 
know ſoon enough to teach you to take the better time u 
' ſpeak to your fp Nothing could be pleaſanter than 
out converſation; for my cauſe being but a trifling matter, ſ 
that I did not much care which way it went, I did no! 
ſpare him at all; twould have made any body laugi 8 
to hear us. However, tho I was now ſo much affront Wa! 
ed gave him my Brief, and he youchſaf'd to read i k 
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and he was no ſooner come to my Name in it, but im- 
mediately changing both his countenance and his ſtile, 
he askr me what Family I was of, and if I was not of 
ſuch and ſuch a Family, and a kin ro ſuch and ſuch, 
naming their qualities and offices, more than ever I 
had heard of, tho I thought I knew perfectly all the 
Preferments had belong'd to any of our Family; how- 
ever 1 anſwer'd yesto all, the ſooner to be rid of his 
enquiry ; upon which he embrac'd me, and told me 
that we were Relations, and began to reckon upon our 
. Wl Genealogy in ſuch a manner, that for my life I could 
Enke nothing at all of it; however I confirm'd every 
ding he defired, and fo from that time forward he 
4 WI would needs call me Couſin; telling me tho I ſhould 
o MW not mention to any body, that I had ſpoken to him 
before the judgment of my Suit, becauſe if the adverſe J 
party ſhould hear of it, 'twere enough to make them 
o Ml 1cflect on him. I told him, that he might be ſatisfy'd 
4 8 1 would not, and ſo we parted as good friends as any 

ui the World; and four or five days after he diſpatcht 
„yy Cauſe, tho *twas almoſt a Proverb of him, that to 

e put a Cauſe into his hands was the only way to have 
ait never ended. I 
1 Burt in mentioning of Monſieur Hautefort, Iam in. 
ke MW fenfibly engag d in ſtories which I had not deſigned, and 

i Mam gone off from the ſtory of the Dauphins Marriage, 
m which I intended, and which perhaps may be as enter- 

tle MW taining as any, to thoſe who are pleas'd ro hear of the 
motions of great perſons, which is a humour much in 
faſhion now. The Princeſs being arrived at Sermaiſes, 
and the King and the Dauphin at Chalors, twas reſalys* 
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the firſt interview ſhould be about the mid-way. In 
the mean time the King taking no notice of any thing, _ 
ſent the Biſhop of Condom, who was the Dauphin's \ 
Tutor, to compliment her in the name of the Bride» | 
groom ; but withal to obſerve, if ſhe was ſo referv'd 
a5 ſhe was ſaid to be, for there was ſome who ha- 
teported, that ſhe was — not at all of a. 
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mour agreeable to the Genius of the French Nation, 
who are the molt pleaſant and obliging People in the N 
World; and defirous above all things, that the perſon; be 
who they are oblig'd to obey ſhould agree with them in Nie 
humour and'diipofition. He had orders al ſo, in caſe he WU 
found it ſo as was reported, to infinuate gently in his ph 
diſcourſe to her, that the manners of the Fench were Wie 
quite different from thoſe of the Germans; ſo it it were {ith 
poſſible, to move her to comply with the French Air a3 
much as ſhe could, that ſhe might not only oblige the 
King and her Husband, bur alto the whole Nation, 3. 
mong whom ſhe had already a oy good Character, by 
what they had heard of her, as a Princeſs of the great. 
eſt Wit and Gallantry in Europe; but he brought the 
King word, that ſhe needed none of thoſe Inſtruddi. 
ons, for excepting that ſhe lov'd ſometimes to be pri. 
vate, there was nothing more civil or obliging in the 
World. The King himſelf alſo when he came two 
leagues from Cha/ons, had the firſt rencounter with her, 
to his infinite ſatisfaction. Aſſoon as the King appear'd, 
and before he could come to ſalute her, ſhe lighted 
out of her Coach; which when the King perceivd, 
and that ſhe was coming towards him, he alſo alight. 
ed, follow'd by the Dauphin at a convenient diſtance 
as it had without doubt been all e before 
by the King, who gave orders in all ſuch caſes him. 
, Telf. After the King had ſpoke a few words to the 
Princeſs, who kneeld at his Feet, he preſented the 
Dauphin to her, and after that all the Perſons of Qua 
| Hiry of his Train. This firſt Interview was in the 
open Field, which being not a place to ſtay long in, they 
quickly return'd to the Coaches. The King put the 
Dauphmels into his own Coach, and plac'd himſelf 
by her. The Dauphin, to be near her, plac'd himſelf 
in the Boot of the Coach. Being arriv'd at Cha/ons, the 
Ceremonies of the Marriage were ſolemniz d. In the 
mean time, the King had plac'd the Dutcheſs of Riche- 
lieu with the youn g Lady, and had taken her from the 
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' Wqueen, whom ſhe waited upon before, knowing her to 
te the moſt capable Perſon in the Kingdom. It was 
thougat ſtrange tho, that being Lady of Honour to the 
Queen, ſhe could be in no higher quality to the Dau- 
phinis, which ſeem'd rather to degrade than advance 
her. But ſhe, who was a Lady of great Wit, did not 
uke it ſo, for ſhe lookt more upon the confidence the 
Ling plac'd in her, than the Title; and in endeavouring 
o pleaſe her new Miſtreſs, and in obliging alſo the 
King himſelf, ſhe ler us know, that Diſcretion makes 
all things eaſie to Perſons who underſtand themſelves. 
The King made no ſtay at Cha/ons, the Queen wait- 
ing for them at Villers Cotterets; and every hour 
mas a year to her, till ſhe ſaw the Lady who was to be 
her Son's Wife; and the King alſo being willing e- 
nough-to gratify her in ſo julta deſire, Ioſt no time any 
there till he came thither, where they had prepar'd 
all manner of diverſions to entertain them with; Balls, 


1 Wuſick, Comedies, and every thing they could deviſe; 
d tho it was Lem, yet twas thought no time 
1; Would diſpence them from demonſtrating that joy which 
+ Wicry Body was touch'd with, to ſee the Heir of ſo 
e. ighty a Kingdom wedded to a Princeſs of ſo great 


nerit. They ſtay d here fifteen days; after which the 
ling went for Paris. I cannot forbear here to give an 
count of my own folly, for I cannot give a better 
ame to that ſtrong fancy I had to be always following 
he Court. I ſtaid at Villers Cotterets all the while the 
ling was there, tho with ſo little accommodation, that 
| was fain to lye upon Straw. Indeed, the place not 
ring able to lodge the tenth part of the Company, 
ome were fain to go 2 or 3 leagues every night for a 
odging, others encampt in the Fields. For my part, 
was ſo crippled with my hard Lodging, that when 
came to get on Horſeback I found my ſelf very un- 
aly. One of thoſe who had danc'd at the Ball, ſeein 
ne in ſuch a caſe, told me, that if I would len 
im my Horſe, he would give me his place in the 
8 Aa 2 Coach. 
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company of all the great Dancers of the Town, they 


to be leſt a long way behind. When the King paſt i 


Coach. I took him at his word, for nothing coul 
have pleas'd me better: But being got into the 


was a parcel ot diſcourſe which was ſo far from Mc» 
verting me, that I was more uneaſy there than I ſhouliM.c 
have been upon my Horſe; and the Weather up- 

rov'd fo bad, that we could take but very ſhort 

tages; and ar laſt, to make up all, the Coach over Mya; 
turn'd, and in ſo dirty a place, that it was half a dy 
before we could get out, for we were forc*d for hely 
to go to the neighbouring Villages; all this while! 
ſtorm d, and call'd my ſelf a hundred Fools for ru 
ning my ſelf into this needleſs trouble. We had ſe 
out ſomething before the reſt, that we might be x 
§. Germain as ſoon as the King, but now we were lik; 


us, in that condition, he ſent to ſee who we went 


that were in ſuch pickle; and when he was told n 


was the Dancers, he laught heartily, and ſaid, He hy 
rather it were they than any others, for they had! 
beſt Legs; but he doubted they would find it bard to don 
bandſomely upon ſuch a Stage as that. This was toll 
us by a Gentleman of the Wardrobe, who had a Relation 
among us; and tho it is the cuſtom to admire eve 
thing the King ſays, we diſpensd with doing it non 
being too dull at our misfortune to laugh at any thing 
At laſt, after a great deal of patience, we got out d 
that ugly place, and were forc d to get fix freſh Horſe 
For the Coach. We were all Feenchmen, and ſo ni 
turally apt to forget our paſt miſchancæs; we thought 
of them no more after we once got to Senlis; we talk 
of nothing there but making good Cheer, and our Ges 
temen finding the Wine very good, drank as much xg 
Inclin'd them all to go to flee = 7 
The next day we reacht our Joulleys end, and when 
I came home found a Man at my Lodgings that ſtayi 
for me, with whom I once took à longer Journey tha 


this, tho not ſo unpleaſant. Twas while I was with thi 
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MC:rdinal de Richlieu. He had ſent me into Languedoc 
so carry ſome Diſpatches to the Duke de Montmorenci 
Governor of that Province; and as I was riding poſt | 
hack again, I met with ſuch a bad Horſe a little beyond 
Prage in Dauphine, that I think if a Man was to be 
lead alive, he could not endure more than I did. I 
had done better a thouſand times, aſſoon as I had per- 
reiy'd this unlucky chance, to have got upon the Poſt- 
boy's Horſe, or have gone on foot; but thinking that 
I ſpurring and 1 I ſhould get him along, I 
fatigu'd my ſelf fo, as I think I never felt ſo much 
nin in my life. In the mean time, the Poſt-boy, whom 
nad ſwore at, and threaten'd hard enough, ran away 
for fear I ſhould be as good as my word; ſo I was | 
in the middle of a great Plain, like a Vagabond; then 
Il try'd do light and walk afoot, but that brought me 
into another perplexity, for the Jade would not lea 
Wt hung back, till I was afraid ſhe would have lugg' 
wy Arm off, I thought I would cure that quick. 
, ſo I turn'd her afore, and ler her go looſe ; but 
hen ſhe would ſtand ſtock {till till I came up to drive 
er, and then inſtead of going forward, ſhe would do 
eWothing but go from one fide to the other; ſo, being 
onWoon. tir'd with that ſport, I got up again: But then I 
nas put to the torture again. In ſhort, I believe I 
t 01Mhould never have reacht the next Stage, if 1 had not 
ich the help of Whip and Spur overtook a Horſe Lit- 
er going my way, where the perſon who was in it 
top d the very Man; that, as I ſaid, ſtaid for meat my 
dgings, with one of his Brothers. Iaskt them hom 
ien ar it was to Peage, and the man ſeeing what a ſorrowful 
h aMondition I was in, told me if T pleas d I might come 
no the Horſe Litter, and his Brother ſhould get up 
hen my Horſe, and then the way would nor ſeem half 
Wo long to me. He could not have offer d me a greater 
indneſs; then taking him at his word I got up pre- 
| tioently, and really I found him a Man of ſuch an excel - 
it humour, that tho I was intolerable weary, yet I 
. was. 


word; and ever ſince the poor Man is ſo grateful to 
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was mightily pleas d with his converſation, Being ar. 
riv'd at Peage we ſupp'd together, and the next day! 
made uſe of his Carriage to Vienne, and from thence 
to Lyons, where (being in no great haſte) I ſtaid 3 or 
4 days to reſt me. This Man came to Lyons to have 1 
Conſultation of Phyſicians for an old Diſtemper which 
he had had upon him a long time, and his Brother came 
with him only to keep him Company; but it was the 
pleaſanteſt Conſultation, I believe, that ever was heard 
of; and I can ſpeak with the more certainty of it, be. 
cauſe I was there my ſelf. He told the Doctors, he did 
not come to them to know if he ſhould recover his 
health, by obſerving thoſe forms and Rules of living 
which they generally impoſe upon their Patients, br 
whether or no he might be cur d, and yet live on at his 
old rate; that he had always eat well, and drank hard, 
and lov'd a Woman, and intended to do ſo ſtill; and i 
they could undertaketo cure him upon thoſe terms well 
and good. The Doctors ſtar d upon one another, hear: 
ing him talk at this rate, and all with one voice 
condemn'd him to dye; ſince he was reſol vd to live his 
own way, in contempt of Science and their Rules. How. 
ever, becauſe he ſhould not altogether loſe his labour, 
they told him, tho they could ſay little to him, fince he 
would not refrain from thoſe Debauches, yet they 
would give him ſome ſmall thing to take, and order him 
to bleed often. This was indeed the ready way to kill 
tlie Man, and fo it prov'd, for he dy'd the latter end of 
thatyear. He had a Benefice of abouta thouſand Li- 
vtes a year, which is confiderable in that Country, and 
when he dy'd became vacant. His Brother immediatel 
takes Poſt, and comes away to me, to deſire me to ule 
my mo get it for him. I had no great Intereſt 
truly, but having the Honour to belong to the Prime 
Miniſter, made me have ſome reſpect more than ordi- 
nary in the World: I went to the Biſhop of Valence, 
in whoſe Gift it was, and he granted it me at the firſt 
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me, that every year he ſends me a Preſent of ſome 
thing or other that's rare in the Country; and when- 
ever he comes to Paris, I am always the firſt perſon he 
makes a viſit to. He was come this time about a dif- 
ference he had with the * de Rivarolles, Collonel 
of the Royal Regiment of Piemont, one of the Grand 
Priors of the Order of Sr Lagarus; and it was upon 
the accouut of this laſt dignity of the Marquis, that he 
came to have a diſpute with him; for having ſome 
Dues, where the Marquis alſo had a Claim, their Peo- 
ple who liv'd there agreed ſo ill, that their Maſters 
were fain to be concern'd in it, and were now juſt on 
the point of going to Law. I told him preſently he 
had better never begin it, if he could avoid it, becauſe 
he would have a very powerful Adyerſary ; not becauſe 
of the Marquis de Rivarolles, who had no more Friends 
than other folks, but becauſe of Monſieur de Louvois, 
who muſt be a Party, as he was Vicar General of the 
Order: He told me he was of my Opinion, and there- 
fore he was come directly to me to beg * aſſiſtance, 
for that he thought he had heard me ſay, I was parti- 
cularly acquainted with Monſieur de Rivarolles, and 
having had ſo much experience of my Friendſhip, he 
did not queſtion but I would aſſiſt him to the beſt of 
my 1 I rold him he was very much in the right, 
for ſo I would, but that it was not in my power to do 
him any ſervice in this Caſe, for that on certain ac- 
counts, which I could tell him, Monfieur de Rzvarolles 
and I had fallen out, and I had no intereſt in him at all. 
Indeed Monſieur de Rivarolles was a Perſon of a thou- 
lind good Qualities; he was a very genteel Man, and a 
Man of Wit and Bravery enough, but withal ſo very 
coverous, that he would quarrel with the beſt Friend 


he had for the value of £4 pence; by which humour he 


embroy1'd himſelf *.. > multitude of brangles and quar- 
tels: But as this di ot concern me, fo I ſhould not 
have toucht upon if he ha burſhown himſelf a Man 


of Honour, and kept his word with me. The difference 


4a 4 I had 
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1 had with him was on this account. Meeting him one 

day at St Germans, ; came up to me and embrac'{ 
me, and after a croud of Careſſes askt me, what I had 
done for my Nephew. I told him I had plac'd him in 
the King's Regiment; for at that time he was in that 
Regiment. He told me, that if I would let him have 
him, he would help him to a Company in his own 
Regiment, and it ſhould not coſt him a Farthing, for he 
had a Captain who he did not like, and if it were poſ. 
fible he would have him caſheer d; and if I would join 
with him, aſſoon as ever twas done he would acquaint 
me with ir, that I might uſe my intereſt to get it ; that 
he did not care to ask it himſelf, left it ſhould be 
thought he had pickt a quarrel with t'other on pur- 
poſe to oblige me; but to be ſure they at the Office 
would ſpeak with him before it was granted to any 
body, and then he would do his part. 

There could be nothing more generous than ſuch a 
diſcourſeas this; and therefore thinking my ſelf oblig'd 
to acknowledge it, I rook my Nephew along with me 
to wait upon him, to whom alſo he renew'd the ſame 
proteſtation he had made to me; but he was never able 
to bring it to paſs, and the Captain had ſo many friends, 
that twas not in his power to turn him out, as he in- 
tended. However, I thought my ſelf extreamly oblig d 
to him for what he had done; and as my Nephew was 
grown weary of ſerving any longer in the Infantry, I 
advis'd him to buy a Company in his Regiment; then 
I enquir'd, if there was any Captain in that Regiment 
_ difpos'd to ſell, and I underſtood the Baron de Mon- 

en bad an inclination to lay down. I went to the 
Marquis de Rivarolles, and told him, that my Nephew 
having ſo much experience of his Friendſhip was re- 
folv'd to ſerve under him; and that there being no 
Company to be got gratis, he was reſolv'd to buy one; 
that Monſieur de Monteſquiou wasreſolv'd to part with 
his; but before we treated with him I was willing to 
acquainthim with it, and ask his advice. He told mel . 
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was to blame to be ſo forward, he was ſorry that my 
Nephew had not patience to Itay a little longer, that 
certainly one or other would drop, which it might be 
in his power to procure for him without paying for it; 
but if he was ſo willing to part with his Money, he 
thought himſelf vety much oblig d to me for asking his 
advice, and giving him an opportunity to ſerve him, 
and he would endeavour he ſhould have no cauſe 10 
repent it; that they would be Companions, and a 
great many fine things he ſaid to me of this ſort, and 
made me ſtay and Dine with him. The Marquis de 
Teilon, of the Family of Merodes, who marry'd the 
Marchioneſs de Vervin, Din'd with us, they having 
come together from Ave/nes, where his Regiment was 
in Garriſon. We drank together all four in the great- 
eſt Friendſhip in the World; and there he told me a 
{tory how Monfieur de Teilon's man dropt a Bag with 
500 Piſtoles in it as they came along, and going back 
immediately, light of the Man that found them. In 
ſhort, I had all the reaſon in the World to think my 
ſelf oblig'd to him, and ſo had my Nephew, we there- 


fore made no more words of it, but went about our 


Bargain with Mr de Monteſgwou and I immediately 
went to his ings to ſpeak with him. He was the 
only Son and Heir of an Eſtate of ſeven or eight 
thouſand Lives a year, and the inclination he had to go 
and ſee his Eſtate made him the eaſier to treat with, ſo 
that our Bargain was ſoon concluded, and I went back 
to acquaint Mr de Rarolles, who told me he was very 
lad of it, and to teltify that he was indeed willing to 
o us all the ſervice he could, he told me he would 
manage the buſineſs of the Office for us himſelf, which 
was eaſy enough for him to do, by acquainting Mr de 
St Pouange, that it was with his conſent my hew 
enter'd into his Regiment. That this was the beſt 
courſe, and if I pleas'd to be at Sr: Germains ſucha day, 
I ſhould ſee with my own Eyes what pains he would 
take to ſerve me. ö 11 55 
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I had heard a great many People talk of this Monſieur 
de Rrvarolles, and of ill ching done by him; but ſeeing 
him ſo very genteel to us, I began to ſay to my Friends 
that he had certainly very hard meaſure, and tha 1 
never met with an honeſter Gentleman in my fe. 
Indeed, who would have thoughr otherwiſe of a Man, 
from whom one had never receiv'd any thing but good 
will; at leaſt till ſome cauſe had appear d to che con- 
trary ? But it was not long before I had cauſe enough 
to alter my opinion; for coming to St Germain, at the 
time appointed, and finding him out, he told me he 
had heard ſome News that very much ſurpriz'd him; 
that Monſieur de St Pouange having underſtood that 
Monteſquiou had a deſign to quit, had diſpos d of his 
Company to the eldeſt Son of the Count de Grand Pre, 
and he being Nephew to Monſieur de Foyeuſe, Lieute- 
nant. General of the Army, he durſt not ſpeak againſt 
it for fear of breaking with him; that he was 
mightily. concern d on my account, but the firſt Com- 
pany that became vacant he would take ſuch meaſures, 
that we ſhould not be diſappointed again. I gueſt pre- 
ſently he had trickt me, and leaving him with ſome- 
thing leſs Ceremony than I us'd to do, I met Monſieur 
de Monteſquiou, who was come on purpoſe to give his 
conſent. As ſoon as I had told him what had happen d, 
Ay, ſays he, this is one of My de Rivarolles uſual 
tricks : I could have told you before, that he would put 
; ſome ſham or other u ay you, when Iſawyou ſs confident 
| 7 his Friendſbip; but I thought you would not be long 
fore you found bim to be the worſt of Villains. This is 
Juſt as be ſervd poor Clauſel, who was bis Licute- 
nant, and who is now a Captain in the Regiment call d 
Chevalier Duc. It is about two years ago that be got 
him leave bimſelf to go home, but while he was there 
he wrote to him, in ſhort, that be ſhould not trouble 
himſelf to come again, but to ſend him his Commiſſion, 
| (which by the way he had ſold for a thouſand Crowns) 
but Clauſel bau!kt him; for baving made the General 


acquainted 
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acquainted with it, he was forc'd to give bim the Mo. 
ney, which Clauſel had more mind to than the Office, be- 
ing not very willing to ſerve under a Man that had 
ſhown himſelf ſo baſe. But for my part, continued he, 
either your Nephew ſhall have my Company, or ns 
body ſhall have it. Monficur de St Pouange muſt not 


think to diſpoſe of it without my conſent ; and I will 


Jpeak to the King about it if there be occaſion, who I 


o not doubt will do me Fuſtice. 


I was mighty glad to hear him talk thus, for I was ſo 
vext at this wheadle of Mr de Rivarolles, that I was 


very well pleas'd to think he ſhould meet with ſome 


little mortification, which made me prompt him the 
more to it. I got him then to go directly to Mr de St 
Pouange, whom he told, that he was ſurpriz d to hear he 
had given away his Company, ſince he had always faith - 
fully ſerv'd the King, without ſo much as the leaſt miſ- 
carriage in his duty; that ſince he had been in the ſer- 
vice, he had always kept his Company full, and in 
good condition, and perhaps he could ſay, the beſt in 
the Army; that if he had a defign to quit, he hop'd he 
might have the ſame priviledge as others had, who 
were always allow'd to A a little Money; that 
he had ſpent ten thouſand Crowns of his own in tha 
ſervice, and *twas but reaſonable he ſhould have the 
advantage of reimburſing himſelf a little; that he had 
treated with my Nephew at the King's permiſſion, at 
a price both parties were content with; and if he 
pleas d to execute the Agreement he was there ready to 

make his Reſignation: If not, he would ſpend twice 
as much more, before he would be bubbl'd by the Mar - 


quis de Rrvarelies, Mr de St Pouange was ſurpriz d 


at this diſcourſe, for Mr de Rivarolles had told him, 
that Monteſquiou was content, that the Marquis de Grand 
Pre ſnould have his Company; however, being a Friend 
of Mr de Foyeuſe, who had ſpoke in favour of his Ne- 
phew, he return d, that he could ſay nothing to it, but 


that he ſhould have ſpoke ſooner ; the thing being yore 
2 a done, 
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done, it was paſt remedy, for the Commiſſion was 
ſealed, and wanted nothing but to be deliverd. In- 
deed the Commiſſion lay upon the Table, and to put 
it out of queſtion heſhow'd it us. Monteſquiou reply d 
reſolutely, thar its being diſpatch'd or nor fignified no. 
thing to him; that it was upon the account of his ha- 
ving no mind to ſerve any longer, that the King had 
gratified Monſieur de Grand Pre; but now his mind 
was alter'd, and he declar'd the contrary ; and if it 
muſt be ſo he would keep it himſelf, and ro convince 
him, he would immediately return to Garriſon: Mr 
de St Pouange was not us'd to be talkt to at this rate, 
and therefore was very much affronted, and fell out 
in a violent paſſion, telling us, that fince he would 
* ſerve again, Monſieur de Grand Pre ſhould nor have 
his Company, but that he would take care alſo, that 
my Nephew ſhould never have it, and that he ſhould 
look that he did his Duty very well, for he would 
have an Eye upon his Conduct; bidding him take no- 
tice, that if he received any affront, it ſhould come 
from no body but himſelf. With theſe words he took 
up the Commiſſion, and tearing inthree or four pieces, 
threw it upon the ground, letting us know by this 
action, what we had heard of him before was true, 
that when he did eſpouſe any mans intereſt he did it 
with a great deal of warmth. We made no queſtion 
but all this huff was upon the account of Mr de Foy- 
 euſe, In the mean time, Monſieur de Momeſguiou, 
being oblig'd to keep his Company, gave us an exam- 

le, that ir is impoſſible to avoid our deſtiny, being 
Killa the next Campaign in Germany. And this obli- 

tion his Father had to Mr de Rivarollet, whom he 
Pad ſery'd in ſeveral occaſions to the utmoſt ; particu- 
larly when he kad his Leg ſhot off by a Cannon Bullet 


before Puicerde, and was carry'd to Thowlouſe, where 


he omitted nothing either for his Recovery or his Di- 
verſion z and as ſoon as he ſaw it would not be 225 
judicial to his Health, brought him ſoms of as neſt 
15 - Women 
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Women in the Town to entertain Him. Yet at the ſame 
time, tho he was in a condition fitter to think of ano- 
ther World than of this, he could not forbear his old 
Trade of defaming People, and amongſt the reſt of a 


Gentleman in the Army calld Madaillan, a Perſon of 


Quality, who having ſome Friends in the company that 
heard it, and inform'd him what the Marquis de Riva- 
rolles had ſaid of him; this made him come Poſt from 
Paris to demand ſatisfaction; and was the occaſion of 
4 very pleaſant adventure. Madaillan at his arrival 
ſent hima Challenge, without informing himſelf, 
whether he was in a condition to fight or not. In ſhogr, 
he that carry'd the Challenge found him in Bed, as *twas 
likely enough he ſhould, a Cannon-ſhot being not ſo 
ſoon cur'd, (tor he lay by it above 6 weeks after that.) 
However, making ſhew as if he was very ready to give 
him ſatisfaction, he only told the Meſſenger that he had 
taken Phyſick that day, ſo that it was impoſſible he 
could go out; but the next he did not queſtion but he 
ſhould be able, when he would ſend word where, and 
at what Weapons he would fight him. This anſwer 
being carry'd to Madaillan, he was mighty glad, and 
waited the time appointed with a great deal of impati- 
ence. He was awake very early in the morning, when 
his Servants, who knew nothing of the matter, came 
and told him there was a Man below would ſpeak with 
him from the Marquis de Rivarollet. He made no 
queſtion, but it was to appoint the place and manner 
of their meeting, as he had promis d, and ſo order'd 
them to bring him in, and to leave them together. 
The Man, as ſoon as he was come in, inſtead of going 
to the Bedſide to ſpeak with him, as he expected, goes 
directly to the Table, where he laid down ſome things 
which he had under his Coat; Madaillan began to 
laugh at the Fellow, and lifting himſelf up to look 
what it was he laid down, he was amaz d to ſee all 
the Table cover d over with Surgeons Inffruments: But 
imagining that the Man might have made ſome * 

ke 
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he askt him, if he was ſure he was right, and if he 
had not ſaid he came from the Marquis de Rivarolles? 
No, Sir, ſays the Man, it is no miſtake, I dd ſay 
I came from him, and do ſo (till, for he ſent me to deſire 
you to let me cut off one of your Legs; for having ſent 
bim a Challenge to fight to day, he ſuppoſes you are more 
of a Gentleman than to fight him at an advantage; and 
be has one of his Legs at Puicerda, of which be 18 not yet 
cur d; and being not ſuch a fool as to fight, main'4 
ar be is, againſt a Man that has all bis Limbs , 
he deſires you would either go firſt and loſe one of your 
Legs as be did, or if you have ſuch a mind to fight, 
ro let me cut off one for you, for tis my buſineſs. 
The Man that made him this compliment was really 
a Surgeon ; and Madaillan, for fear he ſhould be 
laught at if he abus'd him, took no notice, but bid 
him take up his Tools and go about his buſineſs; but 
*rwas never a jot the more ſecret for that, for the Mar. 
quis de Rivarolles took care to make it publick enough; 
and it being impoſſible after that to conceal the quar- 
rel, the Deputies of the Mareſchals of France prohi- 
bited - 4:54 fighting, and afterwards made them 
Friends. 


*Tis eaſie to Judge from hence what a condition 1 


was in to aſſiſt my Friend in his diſpute with Monſieur 
de Rivarolles, and he being a Man of ſenſe, that knew I 
had good will enough for him, knew I did not ſpeak 
to refuſe him my aſſiſtance. He apply'd himſelf elſe- 


where, and having found one who had more Intereſt. 


in the Marquis than I, he delird him to tell the Mar- 
quis that he had no inclination to go to Law unleſs he 
was forc d to it, and therefore begg'd of him he would 
do him Juſtice; and if he would not be Judge in his 


own caſe, that then he would leave it to any indiffe- + 


rent Perſon whom he himſelf would chooſe. But the 
Marquis would be brought to no terms, nothing would 
| ſerve him but the relinquiſhing all his Dues; which the 


other being not willing to do, was forc d to go to Law 
a * . 
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with him: In the proſecution of which I endeavour d, 
with ſome other of his Friends, to ſerve him s well as 
we could with the Judges. At laſt there comes a 
Perſon to him, who told him he ſhould not be atr2id 
to deal with him, for he ſhould not fail either in Pro- 
ſecution or in making Friends, and that the Marquis 
himſelf ſhould not make better; and in particular, he 
would undertake that Monſieur 4? Loxvozs ſhouid not 
intereſt himſelf in his Cauſe, and that he might de- 
pend upon this notice. He brought me this News him- 
ſelf, at the ſame time telling me that he knew not 
who this Man was, nor whence he came. nor would 
he ever let him know him ; but when he askt him wha 
he was, and told him twould be a greater encourage- 
ment to him to believe what he ſaid ; he anſwer'd that 
he had Orders to do what he did, but heſhould ſee that 
he would not forſake him when he had occaſion. 

I was ata loſs, nor could I imagine tor my life, who 
it ſnould be that had ſent him this meſſage, for tho T 
knew the Marquis de Rivarolles had made hunſelf a 
great many Enemies, yet I could not gueſs who it ſhould 
be that durſt undertake for ſuch a powerful protection: 
If they had us'd more modeſty, 1 thould have thought 
it had been the Marquis de Carman, who had been 
Collonel of the Regiment of Languedoc, and who had 
more cauſe ro hate him than any body ; and the Hiſto- 
ry of it will give a true Character of the Man, and 
therefore I ſhall give a diſtindt account of ir, in all irs 
Circumſtances, and yet as ſhort as I can. The Marquis 
de Rivarolles fell in Love with Madam de Carman, who 
dwelt then at Perpignan, the Capital City of Kouffil- 
ln, but made no advances in her favour; till at laſt, 
underſtanding by one of her Women, that ſhe wanted 
Money, he brings a hundred Piſtoles with him in a 
Purſe : with this he comes himſelf, ar a time when he 
knew ſhe was in Bed; whether it was that he thought 
at that time ſhe would be moſt inclin d to pleaſure, or 
that he thought he might oblige her ro comply 2 
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him with leſs difficulty , and being admitted into her 
Chamber, and after ſome time having diſcover'd his 
paſſion, he at the ſame time preſented her the Purſe, 


- Which render d his diſcourſe the more perſwaſive; the 


Lady making as if ſhe had been yielding, and yet, 
that if ſhe did, it was not for the fake of the Money, 
bid him lay the Purſe upon the Toi/erre, thinking ſhe 


- ſhould get thoſe hundred Louis d Ors very cheap; but 


the Marquis de Rivarolles after he had done what he 
pleas'd, ſeeing the Purſe upon the Toilette as he went 


out, caught it up again, and took it with him without 


being ſcen. When the Lady roſe ſhe went to pleaſe 


_ herſelf with what ſhe thought herſelf ſure of, but was 
| ftrangely ſurpriz d when ſhe found tw¾as gone, and be- 


gan'to be in ſtrange fears what ſhould become of her, 
having heard often enough what kind of a Man the 


Marquis de Rivarolles was, which indeed might be the 


reaſon ſhe would be paid before- hand; bur this ſhe ſaw 
had not ſucceeded. She conceal'd her reſentment; but 


- took up the ſtrangeſt reſolutions poſſible, and ſuch, as 


had the had power ſuitable to her courage, might have 


| had very ill effects. In the mean time, he, as if it had 


not been enough to have abus'd her, made it as pub- 
lick as he could, and made ſport of it in all company, 
Such a ſtory as this ſoon ſpread all over the Country, 
which when ſhe came to hear of it again, it is an eaſy 
matter to imagine what condition ſhe was in; ſhe was 
a thouſand times about to have expos d herſelf to the 
firſt that would revenge her upon him; but while ſhe 
thus meditated miſchief, ſhe receiv'd a Letter from her 
Husband, who by this time had heard of it too, which 
bid her expect to live no 1 than he ſhould return, 
which, joyn'd to her guilty Conſcience, put her into a 
grievous fright ; and as if ſhe was not yet unhappy 


| enough, ſhe finds that ſhe was with Child by this tad, 


which aggravated her grief to the laſt extremity, and 
made her take up a reſolution which I cannot relate 


without horror; for tho I did not know her, yet! 3 
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the honour to be acquainted with her Father, who 


was a uſeful man, and very well in eſtèem with Car. 


dinal Mazarine. In ſhort, ſhe poiſon'd herſelf, afſoon 
as ſhe knew her Husband was on his return from the 
Army ; ſo he was diſappointed in his furious deſign, 


which I think he ought rather to have vented upon 


him who was the Author of his diſgrace. But tho 
he was high enough in threatning his Wife, he had not 
Courage enough to revenge it upon the Adulterer; and 
tho he came into his company a thouſand times, he ne · 
ver durſt take notice of it. | 


All the World knew this ſtory, and that made me 


think, that tho Monſieur Carman durſt not openly quar- 
rel with him, yet he would have been glad to have ſome 


miſchief befal him, and ſo hadſent privately to my friend 


about his Suit; but a little after I alter d my opinion, 
and rather thought it might be the Marquis de Feuquieres, 
wich whom he had ſome difference but a little before. 
However, he was not to blame in this affair; for what- 
ever my quarrel was at him, I muſt tell the truth, and 
will do ſo. They had been at play together ſeveral 
times, and the Marquis de R:varo/les had loſt 3 or 400 


Piſtoles to him, which he had very honeſtly paid him, 
and having won back about one hundred and fifty, 


could not ges one penny of it; when at laſt, having 
akt him for the Money a great many times, and he 
bad made him a great many promiſes, T Ker 
one, he goes away to his Tent and Teizes upon his 
Horſes, For of his Grooms making ſome oppoſition, 
he Can'd 


him very handſomely. The Marquis de Feu- 


Qvicres being a perſon of quality, ſuch an affront as 


this went yery near him; and tho there was afterwards 
an. Accommodation, yer 'twas thought he had ſtill a 
grudge in his mind againſt him, at leaſt I thought ſo, 


and having 10 my Friend this ſtory, we concluded — 


that it mult be from him, and that if it was, his 
buſineſs would certainly go well, for Mr de Teugui- 


erer was a perſon who had Relations and Friends f 


n | very 
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but never kept 
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Very good credit; but that which gave me the greatc| 
credit was the aſſurance he gave him, that Mr de Loy 
vois ſhould not be againſt him. | 

However, to know whether this was a thing to be 
truſted to or not, I advis'd him to go and ſee this Mi- 
niſter ; and acquaint him, that Monſieur de Rrvarolles 
had forc'd him to a Proceſs which was very cruel and 
unjuſt, and that before he did any thing in it, he wa 
Eome to throw himſelf and his concerns into his hands 
that as it was à thing which had ſome relation to the in 
tereſt of the Order of Saint Lazarus, he knew his duty 
too well to do any thing before he had askt his leave; 
that he defir'd no e than himſelf, if he could 
admit himfelf from his more weighty affairs to deter: 
mine it; and if not, he ſhould be infinitely oblig'd to 
him, that he would ap oint any fit perſon to hear it, 
Mr de Louvois receiv'd him very kindly, and told him 
he would leave it to the ordinary Judges, but promisd 
him he would not any way hinder him from having 
Juſtice done. So the Proceedings began, and the Mar: 
quis de Rivarolles, who knew he wasat a diſtance from 
Home, made at firſt a great many ſhifts and tricks to 
tire him out. In the mean time, the Man © who had 
promis d to ſollicit for him was as good as his word, 
and afſiſted him conſiderably. Howeber, ſeeing that 
do whatever he could, and his Friend too, the affair 
went on very ſlowly, he began to be ſick of the Town, 
and very impatient; fo that at laſt, being overcome 
with a violent defire to return into the Country again, 


and live in quiet, he offer'd the Marquis de Rivarolleiſſ if 
Two hundred Piſtoles to make an end of it. The Ma- m 
quis, who ſaw the ſtream run againſt him in the Court gt 
and that the King, who every veat took the Field pa 
was now preparing to form a Camp, whither twa in 
very likely he ſhould be obliged to go, was overjo d 
at the Propoſal ; eſpecially for the convenience of ſo fe 
much ready Money too, which he had no ſinall occa- 8 
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My Lodgings were in the Faubourg St Germain. In 
the morning it was my conſtant employment to viſit 
my Friends, and after Dinner to divert my ſelt at play; 
for though | knew well enough, that Gaming is a dan- 
gerous Exerci ſe, yet being too old for the Ladies, there 
was a neceſſity I ſhould do ſomething to paſs away the 
time. One day a Friend of mine carry d me to a famous 
Gaming Houſe,” which was not far from my Lodging, 
at the little Hotel de C . A dangerous place it was 
indeed, but eſpecially for young folks, who have but 
little experience in the World. In ſhort, twas a meer 
publick Cheat, and Iwonder d that in ſo orderly a City 


* 


_—— 


1 as;Porzs, the Government did not take notice of it ; 
„and above all, ladmized the Duke de Creguz, under 
0 whoſe name they kept it, and who had had a thouſand 

. complaints made to him of ir, ſhould never rake an 

nll notice of it. But he left the management to the Offi- 
il cers' of his Guards, whoſe Fees it was; being ſo miſe- 
s rably covetous, that tho he has a prodigious Eſtate, 


and no Children to leave it to but an only Daughter, 
jet rather than put himſelf to any charge, he lets them 
tog do what they will, not regarding the miſchievous 
a effect, ſo he can but ſave the Salaries of his two 
dl wicked: Officers. One of whom methinks he ſhould 
at not be fond: to, retain, conſidering how little it is or 


= * 


air his credit to keep ſuch a Fellow in his Houſe, who was: 


vn, before only a ſorry Exempt, and usd to be. hir'd to 
mel guard Malefactors to the place of Execution, whe- 
ther he ſhould have been carry'd himſelf long before, 
ler it he had had bis due. For the other I cant. ſay 
a mach, being of another ſort, having never ſeen, any 
art great harm hy him. He was a Cadet too, ſoit was more 
e pardonable fer him to get Money by any Method, ſee- 
ng his Maſter practice it before him. l 
Under the conduct of theſe two Gentlemen, this Of- 
fice of Tricks and Shams was manag d, and the very 
arſt day I went among them I ſaw ſo many hanging 
Conntenances, that 1 * "a inſtead of bringing 
|; . ) 2 me 
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me into a Houſe, he had brought me into a Wood to 
be robb'd ; my Friend perceiving my concern told me, 
the Rogues that us d to frequent that place were fled; 
for ſome of the gang having been taken and ſeverel 
puniſh'd but a little before, had frighted away the rll 
ſo I needed not be apprehenſive of any thing. Indeed 
there had been two of them taken, who having loſt 
all their Money, had took to the High-way, and were 
broken upon the Wheel; one was the t de i 
Salla, and the other the Chevalier Deſpme, but their 
Titles could not fave them. All this however did not 
give me much ſatisfaction, no more than the Guards 
of Monſieur de Cequi, who were-plac'd in the Anti 
Chamber, but I went with a great deal of apprehenſion 
into the place where the Scene lay, and where my Friend 
1 me to the Directors as a Man very fit to af 
liſt them in their affairs, I was complimented at a great 
Tate. However, all this did not pleaſe me, and l be- 
lieve, if it had been poſſible, I had immediately came 
out again, if I had not ſeen the Count de Rowvray, 2 
Gentleman of Burgundy, who was at play in the cor- 
ner of the Room with one whom I did not know. 
knew him to be a very honeſt Gentleman, and a Mail £ 
bf a good Eſtate; fo T went to ſeat my ſelf by him, but] t 
there being no room, I was forc'd to fit by him that plaid ! 
with him. They were playing at Picquer, for no ſor 
of Game came amiſs to them here, tho that which the 
Directors lik d beſt was Lan/quenet, becauſe they pot 
- moſt by it; but now they were at Picquet. The Gentle 
man who plaid with the Count de R was ohe 
of thoſe Gameſters who have no better fortune tha 
others in an honeſt way; but I am perſwaded he way 2 
the fineſt fellow in the wor'd for Cheating. I muſt hat 
been very incredulous indeed if I had not been of that 
opinion, ſeeing him, as I did, perform a notable piece 
of dexterity. I Believe he was not very well pleas 
With ms fitting ſo near him, which was the feaſo 
that for forne time he durſt not play any of his 
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but fortune inclining to the Count de Roworay, made 
him venture at all hazards, and ſeeing he was like to 
loſe perhaps all he had in the World, hecar'd not what 
pranks he plaid to recover himſelf. They were play- 
ing now for the Set, the two Games before he loſt; the 
ſtake I believe might be about four and twenty Piſtoles, 
and the Count de Roworay, who was eldeſt hand, want- 
ed but fourteen of being up, and he nine. After diſ- 
carding, the Count de Rouuray found that he had got 
the point, which being but five to him, he could not 
reckon up; the other cou d, if he had three Queens in 
his hand, but he had laid out one, yet perceiving the 
Game was loſt if the Count de Rouvray dealt, whoſe 
turn it was, he made bold to reckon them. I thought 
this had been only a miſtake, and was Juſt a going to 
tell him of it; but as I was obſerving very attentively 
how this Comedy would end, a Maſter Cheat who 
lookt on, as well as I, and was of the gang, taking up 
the Card that was laid out, and fooling with it in his 
Hand, at laſt let it drop down. The other, in a great 
deal of haſte, as if he had been afraid the Count ſhould 
ſee it, took it up, which was the Card he wanted, and 
clapt down another in the room of it. He did this with 
that my #7 of hand, that I neyer was more —_—_— 
in my Life than I was to ſee that Card in his A 
which I had ſeen him lay out. The name of one orf 
theſe two Sparks was Guetart, and the other was call'd 
the Chevalier de Lignerac, two famous Sharpers. Tho 
[ think all their Tricks made them never a jot the 
richer; for the firſt, who had a good Eſtate of his own, 
had ſpent it every Groat, tho he was not above five 
and thirty; and the other, after having plaid his 
Pranks with every body he could, was forc'd to ſculk 
about in priviledg'd places, and Gentlemens houſes for 
protection, for fear of a Jayl. Hy 

Any body may gueſs what opinion I had of this ho- 
neſt place. The next — ore I was up, cam 


2 Man to my Lodgings, one had: never ſeen 11 4 
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Life; but he told me he had ſeen me in ſuch a place, 


and believing me to be a Gameſter, he waited on me w 


acquaint me who underſtood things, and who did not ; 


Lou muſt note, he meant by thoſe that underſtood 
things, thoſe that could cheat and trick, as I have de- 


ſcribd them; and thoſe who he term d ignorant were 
ſuch as play d fairly. He told me, if I pleas d, he 
would teach me all their Tricks; not that he th ught 
I would practice them, but that I might know them, 
and prevent being put upon my ſelf, I thankt him for 


bis offer; und tho I did not think fit to make uſe of 
"him, yer, like the Lawyers, who expects their Fees tho 


they do no buſineſs, he askt me for ſomething, but 
very modeſtly truly; telling me he was a Gentleman 
that did not uſe to be in the condition he was now 


in; and hop'd it would ſoon be other wiſe; and if I 


would lend him but four Piſtoles, he promis'd me on 


the word of a Man of Honour to repay me. This being 
at my oven Lodgings, and not at Hotel de Crequi, | 


thought I might eaſily ſtand this ſort of an attack; but 
he was ſo importunate, that whatever I could ſay to 
the point, I could not get off from him, tho I ſcap'd 


cheaper than four Piſtoles too; for ſeeing it impoſſible 


to bring me up ſo high, he fell to thtee, and then to 


two and one, and at laſt to half à Crown, which ] 
was glad to give away to be rid of him. He gave me 


a thoufand thanks; and was hardly gone out of doors, 


but in comes another figure, who I knew no better 
than I did the laſt; and his Compliment. was of ano- 


ther ſort, he came to invite me to Dinner; and his bu- 
ſineſs it ſeems was, when he had loſt all his own Mo- 
ney; to get people together to make a Company at 
Lanſquenct.: Then he began to tell me the Hiſtory 
of his good fortune at play; that as mean a condition 
as I ſlaw him in now, he had kept his Coach and 


Hlorſes, wich four Footmen, and ſuch an Equipage, as 


no Ambaſſadour had greater; that he us d to wear à 


hilt 


d-ſterent Suit of Cloaths. every day wich his Swrord- 


Count de Rochefort. 375 
hilt and Buttons of Maſſy Gold; and he did not q ue 


ſtion but to live to ſee himſelf in the ſame condition 


again for all this. | 5 5 | 

Afrer he had run on at this rate a while, he would 
needs ſhew me, what an Artiſt he was at play; and 
pulling a pack of Cards out of his Pocket, he ſhowd 
me the Tricks and Slights with which they uſe to ma- 
age their Game. I expected however, that the bottom 
of all this would be only the ſame with t other, a Pe- 
tion for ſome Money; but it ſeems I had to do with. 
one now that was not quite ſo low and neceſfitous 
2s the laſt ; and whoſe place it ſeems, did bring him 
in ſomething, for he had a quarter part of the Profit 
of the Box Charges deducted; the other three parts 
being divided between Dugas, Lieutenant of the 
Guards to Monſieur de Cequi; Du Four, an Enſign of 
the ſame Guards; and one Bragalogne, à Fellow that 
was once in great credit for theſe ſort of Gaming- 
Houſes: But the King had prohibited him from keep- 
ing any ſuch Houſe any more, ever fince Monſieur Fou. 
caut, a Councellor of the Parliament, and one that loſt 
all his Eſtate at giming, was kill'd at his Houſe. This 
Bragalogne had in his time, all the Perſons ot Quality in 
the Court came to him; and the other hoping that he 
having ſuch a great acquaintance, would bring a great 
deal of company to their Houſe, took him inio their 
Partnerſhip : But the Houſe was grown ſo infamous, 
that People of Quality would not come near it; and 
belides he had quite loſt his credit too, particularly in 
2 buſineſs about the Abbot de Lignerac, Brother to the 
Chevalier I mention'd before. This Abbot had a mind 
to counterfeit a little honeſty, tho he loy'd it no better 
than his Brother; and being much in the ſame circum- 
ſtances, had the good Fortune, or rather the Art to win 
four or five hundred thouſand Francs; for he underſtood 
things (to uſe the Term my Gentleman taught me.) 
At laſt, having got a great deal of Money among 
them, but not ſo honeſtly but he was afraid he * | 
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be oblig'd to make reſtitution ; meering therefore one 
day with a Gentleman whoſe name is Erouard, of whom 
he had got ſeven or eight hundred Piſtoles; he told him, 
that if he would releaſe him for threeſcore Piſtoles, of 
what he might owe him, he would give him them pre- 
ſently. Erouard, taking this for raillery, and that he 
only jeer d him, becauſe he had won his Money, told 
him he demanded nothing of him, nor knew of any 
thing he ow'd him. Upon which the Abbot pretending 
to inform him, and told him, that he had ſome ſcruple 
upon his mind about it; that he had taken the advan- 
tage of his Age, which made him remiſs, and not mind 
his Play as he ought to have done; which made him 
fear that the Money he had won of him, when they 
play'd together at Braga/ogne's, was not honeſtly gain d; 
that *tis true many People would not be ſo ſcrupulous, 
but for his part, -rather than- have any thing of that 
kind lye upon his Conſcience, he choſe to make him 
the reſtitution he had offer d. Erouard, as old as he 
was, yet underſtood the meaning of all this, and ſeeing 
it was better to have 60 Piſtoles of his Money than 
nothing, readily took them, and gave him a diſcharge. 
The Abbot telling the Money out, told him alſo, that 
he ſhould go to Bregalogne, and if he manag'd him 
rightly, he would make him refund too, that he had 
always gone halves when they play'd together, and his 
own guilt would make him comply. Bur it would 
not take with Braga/ogne, who was us d to win, but 
not to return it again; he told him plainly, the Ab- 
bot de Lignerac might well make him ſuch a Preſent, 
becauſe he had a very good Eſtate; but as for him, his 
Circumſtances were not ſo well, and in ſhort, he had 


neither Inclination or Ability. a 
Thus theſe Gentlemen, not content to get all the 
Gameſters Money at the years end, but their Impoſition 
and Tax upon Play, which they call'd by the name ot 
de Ronde; endeavour d alfo to ſecure it by other means 
more ſhort and expeditions. In fine, he that 127 
A 17 d 
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yd me thither the day before, coming in juſt as the 
Man invited me to Dinner, they got me away in ſpight 
ot my refolution ; where I ſaw Monſieur de Four was 
not far behind Bragalogne: He was at play with a young 
Coxcomb newly come from Sea, and had ſer a Rogue 
to look on his Game, and give him notice by figns 
what Cards he had in his hand. Every body ſaw it, as 
well as I, and talkt of it publickly, the thing was ſo 
plain. I askt them what this Cully's Name was, and 
ſomebody telling me it was the Chevalier de Liſſac, I 
enquir d whence he came, for I remembred there was 


once a Man of that Name that did me a particular 
kindneſs; they told me he was of the County of Forx, 


and the I meant being of thoſe parts, I imagin'd 
he niche þ be of that Family ; and — ras, to 
ſee him there, I told him, if he would take my advice I 
would have 1 no more. Da Four was in ſome 
confuſion at my ſaying ſo, imagining, I ſuppoſe, that 
I had perceiv'd ſomething. However Liſſac would not 
leave off; but du Four left off himſelf, for fear, I be- 
lieve, that I ſhould tell at laſt what I had obſerv'd. In 
ſhort, I took Monfieur de Liſſac afide, and tell ing him 
who I was, I convinc'd him how much he had been a- 
bus'd ; which put him into ſuch a rage as made him 
almoſt mad ; for he not only ventur'd to quarrel with 
him in the place, which was indeed a madneſs; he 


being in the midſt of his Guards and of his Gang, bur 


dard him to his very Teeth when he came out. How- 
ever, there was no miſchief done then, becauſe of Peo- 
le's being by, and I took him away with me, and told 
bim, that if he was well advis d, he ſhould never ſet 
his foot within that Cut- throat place again; that as 
tor me, I'd tell him plainly, I would be content to be 
hang'd if ever they catcht me there again, tho I had 
come off without loſing my Money, and I wiſht he 
could ſay the ſame : But he, deaf to all my advice, 
and tranſported with rage, would needs go back again. 
The affair being already come to the ears of ay 
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de Crequi, du Four thought himſelf oblig d to renounce. 
his Intereſt for once, hoping by that to inſinuate into 
the World that twas all but a lye; upon which, tho he 
deſir d nothing more than the company of ſuch Cullics, 
yet he gave orders when he ſhould come again to 
{hut the door againſt him. Liſſac durſt ſay nothing 
to all this, for fear of making Monſieur de Cregui 
his Enemy: Twas very hard to ſee himſelf thus dealt 
gith by a Raſcal, yet he was forc'd to take it patjent- 
| bs. If this was a ſenſible affront, it  prov'd | how- 
ever a good fortune to him, ſince it fav'd his Money, 
which he had certainly loſt it he had ſtay d, for im- 
mediately after he had made up his Company, he was 
oblig d to leaye Paris, and fo avoided a ruin which 
à great many young Gentlemen fell into. I might 
be excus'd to ſeek in this manner to paſs away the 
time, for tis the misfortune of Men of my profeſſion 
70 have a great many idle hours lye upon our hands 
and tho I took all the ways I could to divert my ſelf, 
ſometimes reading, otherwhile gaming, and ſome- 
times walking. abroad, yet putting all together, [ 
mult acknowledge no condition is ſo unhappy as a 
Gentleman's ;+ it I had been religiouſly inclin'd it had 
deen a great happineſs to me, having ſo much leiſure 
for reflection; bur indeed I had no manner of motion 
that way, a diſpofition conformable to the ſtrictneſs of 
Religion is not given to every body, and I was one to 
whom it was deny'd. I had a Relation of mine who 
was marry d, about 12 or 15 Leagues from Paris, on 
Normandy ſide, who had many times invited me to her 
Houſe; and now I ſent her word, if ſhe would ſend her 
Coach ſuch a day for me, as far as Pontoiſe, I would 
wait on her: She not only ſent her Coach, as I defir'd, 
but came herſelf too; and being, arriy'd at the Great 
Hart Inn pretty early, ſhe walk d out of the Town a 
- little, to ſee if the could meet the Roar Stage Coach, by 
which I ſent her word i ſhould come down. Sbe was 
no handſome Woman, ſhe would have been to hlame 
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to pretend to it; but however, a good Air which ſhe 
bad, and the care ſhe took to ſet herſelf off, made her 
well eſteem d, and ſeveral Admirers the had. Among 
the :reſt two Gentlemen, both Strangers to her, tho 
they were both of that Country, taking her tor another 
ſort of Lady than ſhe was, made their Court to her, 
and behav'd themſelves civilly enough at firſt; ſhe did 
not retuſe them her company. Her freedom of con+ 
verſation confirm d them in their opinion of her; up- 
on which, while ſhe was at the Inn they 1etolv'd to 
puſh on the matter. If one may believe herſelf, ſhe only 
intended to banter them, and every body elſe on thar 
account. However, ſhe brought herſelf into a broil 
with them: For, refuſing to conſent, and they — 
upon her, ſhe ſtood upon her guard, and put herſelf into 
2 poſture of defence, and the buſineſs was carry'd ſo 
high, that her Cornets was tore oft her Head, andall the 
Houſe was in an uproar about ir, juſt when I came in. 
As ſoon as I got-out of the Coach, and had enquird 
what the matter was, I was very much ſurpriz d; and 
running up to her Chamber, I found her-upon the Bed, 
and telling her how much I was concern'd at this acci- 
dent, askt her, if ſhe had order'd any courſe to be 
taken with the perſons who had offer her this affront, 
She told me, ſhe had no body to adviſe with abour it, 
or to direct her what was fit to be done, and therefore 
ſhe had done nothing at all; but that now I was come, 
ſhe deſir d me to inform her, what I thought proper 
for her to do. I blam d her for having omitted it, and 
telling her ſhe dught to have given notice of it to the 
Officers of Juſtice; I went immediately and did it for 
her. The young Sparks, who had ofter'd this violence 
to her, found themſelves in an ill caſe, when they ſaw 
what meaſures we were going to take with them; and 
eſpecially perceiving they had to do with a Perſon of 
Quality, who wanted neither Money nor Friends to 
proſecute them; and ſome body advis d them to come 
and ask pardon of the Lady, and accordingly a = 
on 
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fon was ſent to know, if that would be accepted; but 
1 told the Meſſenger, that would not ſerve their turn 
for an action ſo nototiouſly foul as this was. Tis true, 
I tock a falſe ſtep in apply ing my ſelf to the ordinary 
courſe of juſtice; I ſhould rather have made my 
Complaint before the Mareſchalsof France, where we 
ſhould have had more Juſtice, and been ſooner diſpatch. 
ed. But my paſſion tranſported me ſo far, that I never 
thought of that, till I had begun their Procefs a little 
too haſtily z not conſidering that we were bringing our 
ſelves into a tedious Suit, that we could not quit when 
we pleas d. In ſhort, our Adverſaries taking advantage 
of this occaſion, got before us, and made a complaint 
there themſelves z and tho they could pretend nothing 
in that Court againſt a Woman, yet they ſo entangled 
things with their tricks and turns, that got an Ar- 
reſt ro ſtop a Judgment which we had obtain d againſt 
them in the other Court. | 


The buſineſs was then brought before the Parlia 


ment, and that Court not being in haſte to end mat. 
ters of this nature, took care to keep this alive by bring- 
ing up againſt this Lady and her Husbaud, (who was 
now made a party) every thing that could be thought 
of in all the courſe of their lives, and a great many 
invented things that had never been ated, that they 
might, if poſſible, tire them into an accommodation. 
This Gentleman and his Lady had one misfortune, 
which is bur too common in this age, their Daughter 
had been a little too free with her Brother's Tutor, 
and there was a Child in the caſe ; the Father was ſo 
enrag'd at it, that once he had like to have ſtabb'd 
her, and I believe he had done it, if I had not advisd 
him to ſend her away to the Plantations in the Weſt- 
Indies, and give out that ſhe was dead; he lik'd the 
propoſal. well enough, and fo it was firſt told abroad 
that his Daughter was very ſick, and then that ſhe 
was dead, and a formal Funeral was made for her; 

in che mean time ſhe was ſent away in the night to 
"0 Roc hella 
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Rochelle to be ſhipt off: However, this could not be 
done ſo 2 but ſome whiſperings of it got a- 
broad, and theſe people got ſome knowledge of it in 

L, as that it was but a ſham Funeral, upon which 
they immediately ſuppos d the Girl had been murther- 
ed, and enter d a Proceſs for the diſcovery, requiring 
to have the Coffin taken up again, and open d in the 
9 of the Magiſtrate; which being granted, 


rangely perplext my Couſins, and they try d a thou- 


ſand tricks of the Law to avoid bringing an affair upon 
the Stage ſo much 10 their diſhonour : And truly they 
were got among ſuch a parcel of Lawyers both of Pa- 


ri and Roan, that no tricks were to be plaid of that 


kind, but they could have them done. However, all 
fignified nothing, the Coffin was opened, and there 


was found a log of Wood inſtead of a Corps; and 


Teſtification of this being made, they had now the 
Sollicitor. General upon their backs, who demanded to 


know what they had done with their Daughter. If it 
was a Mortification to have the whole ſtory of this 


brought before the Parliament, which the adverſe 


Lawyers did not fail to do with all the Aggrava- 
tions they could, *twas worſe to them to find out a way 
how to give an account of the Girl herſelf, For it 


ſeems, inſtead of going to the Weſt-Indres, as his Fa- 


ther and Mother thought ſhe had done, truly ſhe had 
got another fellow, that falling in Love with her, had 
— — her liberty on conditions much like what ſhe 


formerly granted the Tutor. Twas a hard Chap- 


ter to tell this to a Court of Juſtice, and yet harder to 
prove it, if it was not believed. In ſhort, the Court 
was not at all ſatisfied with it, but they were order d to 
produce the young Woman, or to anſwer for her; at 
which, knowing not what either to do or ſay, they ' 
ſtood as if they had been amaz'd z which the Courr 
[taking as an ) 
taken up, and put into the Conciergerie. I was ſenſi- 
- bly aMiQed when I heard this News, and the more, 


of guilt, order d them both to be 


becauſe 
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becauſe I was fooliſhly the occaſion of their beginning 
this unhappy proceſs; and thinking my ſelf obliged 
whatever it coſt me, to relieve them in this diſtreſs 
Tenquir, as privately as I could poſſihly, of a certain 
fort of Women, whole Employment is not very honeſt, 
and which you may gueſs ar, I ſuppoſe, without na. 
ming. I askt them, I ſay, if they had not among 
their Virgins, ſuch and ſuch a young Lady, deſcribing 
her as well as I could; the great reward I promisd 
them, made them beſtir themſelves a little for the diſ. 
covery: For indeed I did not know who elſe to ap- 
ply my ſelf to: Imagining, and that as I thought 
not without reaſon, that a young Girl, caſt off by her 
Father and Mother, and who had already been that 
way given, would preſently apply herſelf to ſuch 
People as thoſe; tho it was really a hard caſe, that 
any perſon of Quality ſhould be forc'd to ſuch a ſearch, 
and that their misfortunes ſhould oblige them to ſave 
their Lives by the expoſing the diſhonour of their 
Family upon Record. In the mean time, theſe good 
Women, taking no notice on what account it was, 
rocur'd me the fight of a great number of young La- 
{ ies. I had always heard indeed, that Paris was full 
of ſuch People, but I never thought it waspoſſblethere 
could be ſo many of them. It took me up at leaſt a 
month to viſit all theſe Houſes, and theze was never leſs 
then ten or twelve at a place, and yet among them all 
I could not find out her I wanted; but all Icould learn 
of her was, that ſhe had been ſeen at a certain Tire. 
* woman's call'd /a Marchand ; that a Gentleman being 
in love with her, had taken her a private Lodging, and 
kept her, but no body could tell me who this Man was, 
nor where he livd; ſo that, in ſhort, one had as good 
look a gar in a Bottle of Hay, as the Proverb ſays, 


as to expect to find them out in ſuch a large place as 
Paris: I put an end to my ſearch. However, ſince! 
knew this part of the ſtory was true, both by ſome 
circumſtances, as alſo that ſhe had diſcover d herſelf to 
| ; 4 
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4 Friend, who had told us of it. The Advocates, to de- 
fer the Proceedings againſt my Kinſman and his Wife, 
thought it proper to have her heard in Court, for 
the Judges could not but know, that ſuch perſons as 
uwe would not come to a diſcovery of that nature, if 
there was nothing at all in it; but this Womans Teſti- 
mony, becauſe of her Infamy, not being allow'd for 
lau ful Witneſs, all my labour was loſt, and I was 
WM forc'd to take new meaſures, - 

Our Adverſaries triumpht at all this, and carry'd it 
ſo inſolently, that had we liv'd in other times, as old 
as I was, I am ſure I had handled them: after another 
manner. But the King, among a multirude of great 
Actions, like himſelf, has done nothing ſo great, or ſo 
much to his glory, as the abſolute prohibiting of Duels; 
which + is fo ſevere on that point, that he is certain to 
ruin himſelf that attempts it; and yet I had much ado 
to refrain from it, when I ſaw them at the Palace; 
dut I could not paſs by them, without juſtling them, 
tho they did not take notice of it; and that which 
madded me worſt was, that they were a parcel of Raſ- 
cals we had to do with. In the mean time nothing 
was done, and the Judges told me plainly, that unleſs 
we could get ſome better proofs that the young Lady was 
alive, her Father and Mother both were in great danger. 
Upon this I went to the Dean of the Commiſſaries 
du Chatelet, and pray'd' them to publiſh an Adverriſe- 
ment to all their Officers, that when People came to 
regiſter Lodgings and Chambers to let, they ſhould +. 
examine the Landlords and Landladies, whether they 
had not ſuch a perſon come to lodge with them; and 1 
promis'd a hundred Piſtoles to whoever ſhould make 
the diſcovery.” This made them do their beſt, and by 
this means I came to underſtand, that a young Lady, 
ſomething like what I had deſcribed; lodged in Ja Rue 
Calunde, near Ja Place Maubert; and immediately go- 
ing thither and pretending to take Lodgings, I was ad- 
mitted up ſtaits, and there I found the party I * 
. | or, 
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For, but in ſuch a miſerable condition, that had 1 not 
Teen her a great many times, it had been impoſſible to 
have known her. | | 
| + She was ſurpriz d at the fight of me, eſpecially when 
=. calling her by her name, I began to reproach her with 
1 — had done; and fancying ſne might eaſily get 
0 away from ſuch an old fellow as I was, ſhe ſeem d to 
ö cry, but watcht an opportunity to give me the {lip, 
and get out of the door; but I had my Eyes about me, 
and lookt ſo narrowly to her, as ſhe could not poſſibly 
do it; and having thus perceiy'd her defign, I ſtaid 
with her till I'had more company; and he: Father and 
Mother having got an Order for me to lay her faft, if! 
ſhould have the good fortune to find her, I made uſe 
of that Warrant, and carry d her to the Madelonertes, 
a Priſon appointed for Women of ill fame. It was; 
fingular good fortune to us all, the finding out this 
young Jilt, her Father and Mother being upon the very 
point of being condemn'd z and | know not what 
might have come of it, if this diſcovery had- not been 
made. But now their Daughter being produc'd, all 
the projects their Adverſaries laid to ruin them were 
vain, and their meaſures broken. They would have 
ſtill procur'd them to be detain'd, upon pretence of 
having offer d an abuſe to the ' Ceremonies of the 
Church, in making a ſolemn Burial for a log of Wood, 
and having the uſual Prayer faid over it, as if it had 
been a Chriſtian, In ſhort, they were fain to make 
Friends to get rid of this Accuſation ; and yet they 
.could not come off without a Fine neither. However, 
ithr Judges could not but ſee, that all this was Recrimi- 
nation and Malice ; and tho they could not avoid the 
Sentence which was paſt, yet as ſoon as that was over, 
they took into eration the Caſe of my Kinſwo 
man, and began to think of doing her ſome Juſtice. In 
© + _. . ſhort, they condemn'dthe two fellows, firſt to pay all 
| _ the charges of the Proceſs, which was very conlide- 
| table: and afterwards to be baniſht, which nes 15 great 
201 diſhonout 
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d:ſhonour to their Families, who made ſome figure in 
the Country. b; 3 

Monfieur and Madam . . . were ſatisfied with ſo juſt 
a Decree; and at their return home were congratulated 
by their Friends and Relations upon the happy iſſue of 
this troubleſome affair. They would needs have my 
company down with them into the Country; where 
they endeavour'd by the kindeſt Treatment in the 
World, io make me amends, for all the pains I had 


lov'd Hawking paſſionately, ſhew4 me all the diver- 
fon poſſible of that ſort; ſo that in my li fe, I never paſt 
any time more pleaſantly than I did a fortnight there: 
and ſo obliging they were, chat when I offer'd to take 
my leave, they would by no means ſuffer me toſtir, I 
had no great buſineſs at Paris, ſo was eaſily overcome 
by their perſwaſions. In ſhort, I continu'd there two 


2 * 


"_— 
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ſtaying, bur was detain d by a particular occaſion; 
which was, that in my Doting Age I had like to have 
committed a folly, from which all the reſt of my days 
| had believ'd my ſelf ſecure enough. About five or fix 
„e leagues from thence livd a young Lady, the Charms 
of whoſe Beauty and Wit it was impoſſible to reſiſt, 
who coming to viſit Aoaſieur and Madam... I ſaw, and 
from the firſt moment felt my ſelf ſo ſenfibly toucht, 
that I could not have been more at five ai. 1 twenty. 
The two days ſhe ſtay'd there, I paſt ſigliing ar her Feet; 
and the (who had little Fortune of her own, and judg d 
of mine-by the figure I made) treated me in ſuch a 
manner as gave me no cauſe to deſpair. We are all 
naturally apt to flatter our ſelves: 1 had my ſhare of 
this vanity, when I thought one of my years, gay and 
vigorous. enongh to inſpire Love in ſo young and 
charming a Creature. 
in a few days, but before ſhe could well be got half way 
home, I was preparing to make my viſit. Mon/ieur 
and Madam. ., rally d me "my heartily upon this; bur 
| 0 
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taken upon their account. Monſieur . ., knowing that! 


months longer; not that at firſt I had any thoughts of 


had promis d to wait on her 
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I, who could. hearken to nothing but my paſſion, took 
Horſe immediately, and tho I engaged nor to ſtay a. 
bove two days at fartheſt, yetl ſtaid there a fortnight; 
And then return d fo tranſported, or rather ſo damn d 
fooliſhly in Love, that when I but reflect on it now, it 
puts me into extreme confufion. Monſieur and Ma. 
dam... who knew nothing of my circumſtances, but 
imagin'd, becauſe J had formerly been pretty well at 
Court, that I muſt have laid up ſomething confiderz. 
ble; told me, that I ought to marry this young Gen. 
tlewoman, and make her Fortune; that ſhe was 2 
perſon of Condition, and of great\ irtue ; and it would 
be much better to leave her what I had, than leave it 
to thoſe whom perhaps I did not care for; that as to 
matter of ERate, I ought not to conſider it, at my 
Age, when 1 was not likely to have many Children; 
and the few I might have would be no great charge to 
me, fince I ſhould never live to ſee em grown up. If 
they had known all, they had not needed to have usd 
theſe arguments with me, for I had before hand fe. 
ſolv'd to gratify my inclinations at any rate; and tho 
I was ſenfible, that marrying a Woman with my ſmall 
Fortune, was a certain way to bring her to miſery ; 
yet all theſe conſiderations were not powerful enough 
to reduce me to Reaſon. The only thing then that 
ſeem'd to ſtick with me was my Age, which I objeQted; 
but they told me, I ought not to inſiſt upon that, 
fince I did not look to be above forry ; and fo, in ſhort, 
if I were diſpos'd to it, they would ſerve me in bring 
ing this Match about. I made em no anſwer; but 
two or three days after, going to to viſit the Lady again, 
I propos d it to her my ſelf, aſſuring her, at the fame 
time, that I would deal ingenuouſly with her. I told 
ker, I muſt confeſs it was my own fault I was not 
richer, ſince I had been a very bad Husband, and had 
choſe to make other people's Forrune rather than my 
own; that I had a Mother-in-law who had ruin'd me 


Du reviving the old Debts of the Family, and laying 
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her claim to them; by which means it happen'd, that 
I could make an offer of no great matter, when I 
offer d her my ſelf: Thar what I had now was an 
Annuity for Life out of tte Bank of Lyons, which had 
been formerly a thouſand Crowns a year, but was now 
reduc'd to half of it. This Income, I told her, with 
about 14 or 15 thouſand Livres, which I had put into 
che Hands of ſome particular Friends, was my whole 
Eſtate; and it was for her to conſider, whether ſhe 
would accept of a Man, who if he had 20 thouſand a 
year, lov'd-her well enough to lay it all at her Feet, 
bur whoſe misfortune it was to have a great deal leſs. 
For all the fincerity I pretended to, you may ſee, I 
told her, I had more than what really I had, ſince 1 
reckon'd into the account, the Money I gave Meſlieurs 
de Saillant, and a Fonchere, which was gone to all in - 
tents and purpoſes. Yet I did not queſtion, but to 
have come off handſomely with her, and ar laſt to have 
latisfy'd her, when ſhe ſhould have known all the cir - 
* Wl cumſtances of this misfortune. Thus had Love got the 
0 aſcendant over my Reaſon, and made me act as it I had 
ll i not been my ſelf; | 
However, the young Lady lik'd my Propofals 
which compliance of hers ſo perfectly charm d me, that 
thought I could never do enough for her. She had 
dz dependance upon none bur a Mother, with whom ſhe 
a, could do what ſhe pleas'd,, fo that our Marriage was 
ſoon concluded on, and the report of ir ſpreading 
tound the Country, we were complimented by all the 
people of Quality thereabouts. She, who now began 
to look upon me as her Husband, made no ſcruple to 
allow me thoſe Liberties that ſhe might do with Honour 
enough, bur which inflam'd and tranſported me ſo, 
that ſome things happen'd to me, which good man- 
ners oblige me to conceal. This effect, tho I may fay 
they had, as to cotrfvince her, that I was not ſo old as 
(he took me to be; for ſuch Raprures I was in, that 
no young Man, with all his vigour and inciinadion, 
„ could 


err Aa. Ra * - 


/ 


376 Memoirs of the 
could have expreſt more force of Nature, or warmth 
of Imagination, than I did upon ſotne occaſions. | 
mention this to ſet you ſee, that Women do not al- 
ways declare what they think, for tho ſhe had often 
perceiv'd the ſame thing, fhe never took the leaſt no. 
rice of it, till one day ſhe happen d to diſcover it, to 
the good fortune of us both. We had been at Veſper. 
together, but her Devotion not ſatisfied with that, ſhe 


would oblige me to ſtay the other Service that follous 


preſently after. I was content, and when they came 
to {ing that Hymn, in which there is this paſſage, N- 
polluantur corpora, ſhe jogg'd me, and at the repeating 
of thoſe words bid me, that I ſhould take care I was 
not guilty of thar-frailty any more. I was ſtrangely 
ſurpriz'd to find her ſo knowing, and askt her who it 
was that had ſo well inform'd her, at which ſhe only 
bluſhr, and was in an extreme confuſion. The more! 
obſerv'd her contuſion, the more I ſuſpected ſome my- 
ſtery in it; and not caring to havea young Woman too 
knowing in thoſe matters, eſpecially one I defign'd 
to make my Wife, I told her plainly, and in ſome paſ- 
ſion roo, that I would be latisty'd how ſhe came ſo well 
inſtructed. She told me then with the greateſt inge- 
nuity poſſible, thar being once at a Gentleman's, one 
that marry'd a Relation of hers, and whom ſhe namd; 
he came up one morning and caught her in Bed, where 
he behav'd himſelf with that Indecency, thar ſhe could 
not but take notice of ſome things, to which betore 
ſhe had been a perfect Stranger. This was enough to 
poſſeſs me that he lov'd her. He was a Man of a very 
good Eſtate, and one to whom ſhe ſhow'd a great deal 
of reſpect, which ſtill I miſtook, and imputed to: 


quite different cauſe than what ſhe pretended z which 


was, ſhe ſaid, for fear of having an occaſion to 
make proof of his generoſity. In fine, I grew jealous 
of him as a Rival. or to ſpeak more plainly, I thought 
I ſhould have nothing but his Leavings; for which ſul 
picion I muſt humbly ask her pardon, and —— 
a wrong 
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wrong'd her, whoſe Virtue even exceeded her own 
admuable Beauty. The Wedding day was agreed on, 
and all things provided; when under pretence of gi- 
ving orders about ſomerhing that was to be done a- 
broad, I took Horſe and left her, but not without 
writing her a long and paſſionate Letter, in which 
appear'd the conteſt of my Love and Jealouſy, each 
by turns ſeeming to have got the better in my divided 
Heart; at laſt, I-concluded it with a thouſand aſſu- 
rances, that I ſhould ever love and honour her, tho 1 
could not think of her for a Wife. Monſieur and Ma- 
dam... ſoon perceiv'd the eſtrangement, and know- 
ing not from whence it ſhould proceed, would have 

endeavour d to reconcile us; but beſides, that her re- 
ſentment would not ſuffer her to hearken to ſuch a 
propoſal, I was too nice to offer it: I deſir d them 
therefore not to give themſelves any trouble in an 
aftair which I was ſenſible would never ſucceed. If I 
had had to do with ſome Women, I ſhould not have 
eſcap'd a Preceſs for ſuch an abuſe, and without doubt 
ſhould have paid for it; but ſhe carry'd herſelf like a 
true perſon of Honour, and not only diſdaining ſuch 
mean courſes of Revenge, but much more to be oblig'd 
to me, return'd all the Prefents I had ever made her, 
At fuſt, I would by no means take them, and told the 
perſon that brought them, that he muſt even carry back 
thoſe trifles, which were given without condition to 
the Woman I once lov'd above the World. Yer would 
ſhe not accept of them, tho they were of the value of 
2 Or 300 Piltoles, but ſent them back again, with orders 
to leave them with Monſieur and Madam... if I ſhould 

perſiſt to refuſe them. = 5 
Thus ended this affair, which I ſhould have repent 
ed a thouſand times that 1 miſt, if I had an Fſtate to 
have made that Woman happy. But Reaſon coming 
to the aſſiſtance of my Jealouſy, (which my paſſion 
might perhaps have conquer'd in time) I began to re- 
flect ſetiouſly on the conſequences of ſuch a Marriage, 
| Ce 3 ; and 
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and the miſerable condition 1 muſt have left a Wife 
and Children in, after my death. Upon all which 1 
concluded, chat it was infinitely beſt as it was, and 
that ſhe had eſcap'd a misfortune, which it had been 
pity a perſon of her Merit ſhould have ever prov'd. 

ad no delign to live all my days at Monſieur s and Ma 
dam... . So that now I thought it was high time 10 


. take my leave: But they, who ſtill continu' d their 


Civility, would keep me, tho it was by meer force. [ 
made all the pretences poſſible, and told them, that | 
had buſineſs of moment at Paris, which I mult necel- 
ſarily attend, but all in vain, for they took them all 


fork xcuſes, and caus d the Saddles of my Horſes to 
be 


aid out of the way; that when I inſiſted upon lea- 
ving em, and was juſt a going, the Saddles were no 
where to be found. I perceiv d the conſequence, and 
that it would be in vain to reſiſt their kindneſs; I told 
em then, I would conſent to ſtay if they would fix 
the time how long, and after that would rot ſtop me. 
They nam' d eight days; in which time, as if they had 
known what ſhould happen, or had reſolv'd 1 ſhould 
be at a Wedding, tho not my own, fell out the Marri- 
age of their Daughter; who, after all that I have 
mention'd of her, was yet ſo fortunate as to meet with 
a Husband of a very plentiful Fortune, and one who 


not only loves, but doats on her, and admires her. My 


time was Juſt expiring, when the very day before! 
was to go, about 3 or 4 a clock in the afternoon, Mon 


ſieur and Madam. . . bad word brought them, that 
there was a ſtrange Gentleman without, who deſir d 


to ſpeak with them: The Servanis had order to pray 
him to walk in; and immediately there enters the 


Room a Man of a very good Mein, but whom] guelt 
the firſt minute to be a Foreigner by his Dreſs. I was 
not miſtaken it ſeems, for he was a.Swz/sz and that 

we all knew well enough aſſoon as he began to ſpeak. 


He told Monfieur and Madam ... ina language halt 
French and half gibberiſh, that he was their moſt hum- 


ble Servant before ever he ſaw them, and that upon the 


account 
m 
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account of their good Character; but now, ſince he y 
had the honour to kiſs their hands, he deſign d himſelf * 
a far greater honour, if they pleas d to permit him to 
render them his moſt humble ſervices. This Compli- 
ment was a little ſirain'd 1 fancy d, but yet he deliver'd 
it with ſomething of that Air, as made me have a better 
opinion of him, than I had of thoſe Country men of 
his, who took Br:oche's Puppets for young Devils; 
and for his ſake I might have been induc'd to believe, 
that there were ſome Men of Wit amongſt the Sw. /e, 
as amongſt other Nations, if it had not been for what 
happen'd afterwards, which chang'd my mind, or at 
leaſt made me conelude, that if they had Wir, *rwas 
after their own faſhion, and was not attended Wy 
very much Honour, - For after the Compliment I told 
you of, he deſir d rodiſcourſe Monſieur and Madarr .. 
in private, where he told them, that having {een Ma- 
damoiſelle their Daughter, he was fallen deſperately in 
love with her, and that if they would give conſent to 
his marrying of her, heſhould be extremely oblig'd to 
them ; that he might perhaps have done this without 
asking them leave, but he knew his Duty better than 
that came to, tho he was a Foreigner; and particu- 
larly the reſpect which was due to perſons of their 
— and merit: That he did not ask what they would 
give with their Daughter; becauſe he choſe rather, out 
of a principle of Honour, to marry without Portion, 
and make the Fortune of a Woman he lov'd: That he 
t bad no Eſtate in Land, but he had a Company of Foot, 
I WW which was as good to him as an Eſtate, and 50000 Li- 
ves beſides he had in ready Money: That thostwas true, 
e 
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he met with her in a place, from whence others might 4 

make ſome ſcruple of taking a Wife; yet he was nor | | 

apt to believe ill of any, and ſo it could never enter in · | 
t W to his head, that ſome reports he had heard of her were 
. any thing but Calumnies : That if there ſhould be 
i ſomething true in them, he was ſenſible a poor young 
- BW Girl was naturally weak, and a failure in one of them 
| Cc 4 | Was 
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Vas not mind ed in his Country; tho a matty'd Woman 
Who tranſgreſt the Kules ot Honour, was infinitely Ml | 
blam'd, becauſe ſhe had a Husband to ſupply all her 
neceſſities; and a Gallant upon that account was into. | 
lerable. In fine, that there were ſome cenſorious peo- 
ple in the World, whgm he could not approve, who 
becauſe a Woman had committed a fault once, and af. 
ter wards had been ſeen to uſe a little gaiery more than 
ordinary in Mens Company, concluded preſently, that 
ſhe was lewd, and abandon'd ; and Lewdneſs indeed 


* 


was never to be forgiven. 


He added a great deal more of this nature, to prove 
that whatever a Woman did before Marriage figni- 
0 nothing, and urg'd it from the practice of ſeveral 
Fery honeſt Gentlemen, whom he would have nam'd, 
if they had not been too many to ennumerate; how- 
ever he would inſtance, he ſaid, in two or three, who 
perhaps they might know; as the Count de Bourse, a 
Collonel of Horſe, St Quintin, and Mountfabes. The 
firſt marry'd a Woman that had had a Child by his Fa- 
ther; the ſecond marry'd a Caſt Miſtreſs of the Duke 
of E/pcrnon, and the third, one of ſo notorious a Cha- 
racter, that ſhe had a Tryal before the Parliament: 
Vet there was none that could deny, but the two firſt 
were Men of Honour, and if the other was not eſteem- 
ed ſuch, it was his own fault and not his Wives; 
that theſe were French; but for his own Country men, 
he ſcarce knew one that had not done the fame; that 
Monſicur Stoup took his Wife from a place where be 
had been himſelf witneſs of her Virtue, and yet he 
liv'd in great efteem here, and in his own” Country, 
and was in favour with the King, who had conferr'd 
. ſeveral Honours upon him; that tho at firſt Madam 
 * Stoup's Reputation was a little call'd in queſtion, yet 
2 now ſhe was no leſs reſpected, than if ſhe had never 
kept Company with any, but Dutcheſſes and Ladies of 
the firſt quality : That Madam Renole, Wife to a 
Captain in the Swiſs Guards, was one of the ſame 
4 5 8 2 ChataQer, 
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Character, which ſhe took care to publiſh her ſelf be. 
fore Marriage; fo that in ſhort, all things confider'd, 
ioo much a nicety in theſe caſes was ridiculous, and 
only fit for Coxcombs to inſiſt on. 

Alonfiexr and Madam... . could not chooſe but be 
pleas d to hear him talk at this rate, and from ſuch 
juſt reaſoning, 1nd ſo moving a diſcourſe, thoughtif he 
ſhould ever have the misforrune to be caſhier'd, that he 
was ſufficiently qualified with Rhetorick to make a ve- 
ry able Pleader. Having no mind therefore to loſe ſuch 
2 Son- in- law, they were not long in giving their con- 
ſent, and that without any further enquiry who he was 
than upon his own word and honour. This was ſo 

great a favour, that the thanks he return'd em, were“ 

„enough to convince em how highly ſenſible he was 

i of it. However, there aroſe a little difficulty; he de- 

| fird that before all was concluded on, his Miſtreſs 

| might be brought home; that he might marry her in 

2 more honourable place than where he found her. Bur 

this they excus'd as well as they could, looking upon 

it as a pretence to leave her on their hands. All had 

like to have been ruin'd by this means, till communi- 

cating to me this matter, | put em in a way which 

I was ſure would leave them no room to doubt of 

his ſincerity. I advis d em then to oblige him to buy 

an Eſtate near them, which if he did, it was a cer- 

tin ſign he meant them no foul play. I thought I had 

propos d an admirable expedient, but was anſwered, 

e that they had rather while they liv'd, pay their Daugh- 

e IM ter an Annuity, than betroubled with ſuch Neighbours. 

„ That they had better purchaſe near the Count da 

d Bourg, 15 or 20 leagues off, who was as ſcandalous as 

n I themſelves, and ſo might be ſuppos'd to agree well 

t enough together. When I ſaw this I told em plainly, 

r I they were to blame to trifle in this matter; that there 

tf WW was a neceſſity to riſque ſomething on that occaſion, 

a and tho their fears ſhould prove juſt, the .inconveni- · 

e ence was not ſo great but it might be — ; 
NB 5 | or 
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to his Inn, where begging the 
little Box, and took out a 
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for if they ſhould ſend for their Danghter home, 
and the Man ſhould go back from his word, at worſt 
it was but putting her into her Convent again. And 
ſo I advis d them, upon ſo groundleſs a fear, not to 
let lip ſuch an advantageous offer, which they would 
repent of before they dy'd, if they did not embrace: 
hen indeed at any rate they ought to diſcharge 
themſelves of one that was a burden and a diſgrace to 


the Family. 


Monſicar and Madam... . had not a word to fay 
to this, but yielded to my Reaſons, yet told me fince, 
as it was at my perſwaſions, that they reſoly'd to make 
this Venture, I ſhould not leave em till the affair 
was perfectly concluded. I had a great mind, I con- 
feſs, to ſee how our Swiſs would behave himſelf 4 
mongſt all the Kindred, that was ro be there upon 
this occaſion z and whether the next Morning he 
would appear as well _—_— with the Bride, as the 
day before his Wedding, Upon this account there- 
fore, I aſſur d Monſieur and Madam... that I was 
at their ſervice, and they might command me what 
they pleas'd. The next thing then to be done, was 
to go to Paris and find out the Bride; where they 
carry'd me in their own Coach. She, who was 
very defirous to get out of her Convent, and was now 
more in hopes than ever, had taken a world of pains 


to make herſelf look fair; ſo that we found her very 


ble when we catne there. Our Lover diverted 
us upon the Road with a hundred ſuch like ſtories 
as he had told - Monſieur and Madam. . . in pri- 
vate, which were ſo very fimple, that tho I had ſome 
little knowledge of his Countrymen, I ſhould neyer 
have believ'd from any body's mouth but his. Befides 


all this, to give us the laſt proof of his ſincerity, he 


defir'd before we light any where, to carry him direct 
favour of his Fathet 


U fot 5 Livres up- 


and Mother in- law to go xy" him, he open d a 
8 on 
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on the Bankers, which he ſhew'd them for their ſa- 


tisfaction: He would needs that I ſhould ſee it too, 
and brings it to me in the Coach where I was, being 
taken ſuddenly ill with a pain ſomething like the Gout, 
that I was not able to ſtir, but which however thenext 
day I got rid of. | 

We ſtaid eight days at Parzs, before we return'd to 
conclude this Marriage; in which time Madamor/elle... 
received a great many Preſents from her Lover. I 
could not. ſufficiently admire her good fortune, 
when I conſider d that an honeſter Woman perhaps 
could not have had ſuch luck in a Husband. He was 
not above eight or nine and twenty, and for his Com- 
pany in the Guards, which he {aid indeed was as 
good as an Eftate in Land, brought him in one year 
with another four and twenty thouſand Livres. When 
I found he was a Man of that ſubſtance, I began to 
pity him: His condition tho I knew was happy, 
while he was ignorant, and it came into my head to 
do him a piece of fignal ſervice. He had repeated a 
thouſand times how that he ſhould never have the 
worſe opinion of his Wife, for finding her in ſuch a 
ſuſpicious place. To continue him therefore in theſe 
good Sentiments, I bethought my ſelf of the Pomatum 
I found in the Lodgings of the Queens Maids of 
Honour, which I told you of: I endeavour d all 1 
could to get ſome of the ſame ſort, to make a pre- 
ſent of it to his Lady; but as fortune would have it, 
when I did not want it, that I ſhould ſtumble upon 
it, ſo now I could meet with none when I had ſo 
great occaſion for it. But Madamaiſolle de 
God be thanked, had been long enough in too good 
a Sthool, to be ignorant of any of thoſe kind of mat- 
ters; if ſhe knew not that ſecret, ſhe was acquainted 
with another, that did the buſineſs as well; for with 
the white of Eggs, as ſhe managd them, ſhe re- 
Qify'd all diſorders in the caſe, and ſo perfectly de- 
ceiv'd the good Husband, that he got up early the 
8 ä next 


= ; \ 


384 Memoirs of the 
next morning, and came tranſported to tell us, that 
it was not without reaſon that he could aſſure us now 
of whar he had ſo often told us. We gave him joy of 
his good fortune, whilſt he was ſo charm'd with his 
Spouſe, that he forgot no fondneſs or complatſ.nce for 
her, which made us all conclude, that if there are ſuch 
things as good Husbands in the World, they are un- 
doubredly to be found among the the Swy/s. | 
All the Country was ſurpriz'd at this Marriage, 
knowing the Hiſtory of the young Lady, which was 
roo publick to be conceal'd ; and every body, on pre- 
tence of congratulating the new marry'd couple, came 
to ſee them, to obſerve how the Bridegroom lookr, 
but they could not perceive but that a Cuckold lor ks 
Juſt like other folks. As for the Bride, ſhe told thoſe 
with whom ſhe was intimate, that they ſhould not 
wonder her Husband appear d ſo well ſatisfy'd, for the 
people of his Country were not troubled with too 
much Wit, and that he was but too happy for a Swi/s ; 
many a Woman, I don t queſtion, who had as much 
occaſion for ſuch a well-meaning Husband as ſhe had, 
envy'd her happineſs, eſpecially when they ſaw her ride 
in her Coach with an Equipage and every thing an- 
ſwerable. The young Lady that I was like to har 
marry'd was nor here all this while, tho ſhe was very 
well acquainted in the Family, and I heard Monfteur 
and Madam .. . . often ſaying, they wondred at it; 
but for my part, I did not wonder at it all, for I 
gueſt at the reaſon of ir. Indeed, ſhe hearing that! 
was not only at the Wedding, but that I ſtay'd ſtill at 
the-Houſe, had never ſer her foot within the door, 
while I ſtaid'there, if a perſon of Quality of the Neigh- 
bouthood had not trepann d her thither, without le- 
tintz her know where ſhe was: She found the Coach 
Juſt going in at the Caſtle gate, before ſhe diſcover d 
at what place ſhe was got, the appear d very much dit- 
Fatisfy'd ; but the Lady making her the beſt excuſes 
ſhe could, ſhe was oblig'd to go in with her. I was 
never ſo ſurpriz d in my life as when 1 ſaw __ and 
| eing 
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being very well acquainted with her humour, I pre- 
ſently gueſt ſome violence had been offter'd her, and 
my old wounds were not ſo well curd, but that they 
began to bleed atreſh, I could not caſt my Eyes ona 

ſon I had ſo paſſionately lov'd, and whom-perhaps 
F lov'd ſtill as well as ever J did, without ſome diſ- 
order in my Soul: I wifh'd athouſand times I had been 
a Sr /e, that] might not have been ſo nice; and inſhorr, 
]'was ſo near being overcome, that had any body but 
prompted me in the leaſt to the thing, I had fallen 
under the temptation, and run into all the paſt follies 
again; bur ſome body having ſo little diſcretion as to 
ſpeak of that affair before her, the roſe up, and with 
a ſcornful Counrenance, giving them a hearty frown, 
rurn'd out of the Room without ſpeaking a word, and 
went into the Garden; which being perceiv'd, no bo- 
dy after that offer'd ro open their Mouths abour ir, and 
ſhe going away: the ſame day, put a ſtop to the diſor- 
der that it procur'd to us both. : | 

The Wedding being over I return'd to Paris, and 
like thoſe Ladies of pleaſure, who 'never lodge three 
months in a'place, I took a Lodging now at a Barbers 
near St Pau] s; my Landlord was a little brisk Man, 
and fit for any thing, but fo lewd a Rake, that he had 
not his fellow, and fo ſtrangefy addicted to Gaming, 
that he would loſe in an hour more than he could get 
in a month. I laid great part of the fault to his Wite, 


who, inſtead of winning him by ſoft and gentle me- 
thods, did nothing but ſcold, and rail, and make 


ſuch a noiſe at him, as made him ſo uneaſie at home, 
that he would never be there any more than needs 
muſt. I knew him firſt when he was a Servant to 
Dupin, who liv'd in the Rye St Antoine, who was 
of the ſame Trade, and where I had lodg'd at leaſt 
five or fix years at times; ſeveral perſons of Quality 
lodg'&at his Houſe at the ſame time, and while I Rai 


there, there happen'd an adventure which had ſomg- 


thing in it ſurprizing enough, as the Reader will ac+ 
: knowy 
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knowledge, if he pleaſe to give credit to the relation, 
Dapin is {till alive, and the ye I am going to tell 
of, belong to the perfons of ſuch Quality, that their 
names are not unknown even to Strangers, and it is 

| eafie to know of them, whether the ſtory I tell be ttue 
or no: However, I ſhall blame no body's incredulity, 
till they have made ſome. enquiry, for the thing ap- 
pear'd ſo extraordinary, that I could hardly believe my 
own-Eyes. There were two men of Quality who were 
very intimate Friends, one was the Marquis de Ran- 
bouiltet, eldeſt Brother to the Dutcheſs de Montan 
ſier, and the other was the Marquis de Preci, the eld. 
eſt Son of the Family of Nantouillet; one of whom 
had been Chancellor of the Kingdom, and in ſo great 
favour in the Reign of one of our Kings, that he o- 
digs his Maſter; while he govern'd the State with an 
abſolute authority, to get him a Cardinal's Cap. Theſe 
two Gentletnen went both into the Army, as all peo- 
ple of Quality do in France firſt or laſt, and falling into 
diſcourſe of the World to come, after ſeveral diſ- 
courſes, by which they diſcover d they did not very 
well ur dziftand what they talkt of, they made a ſo. 
lemn promiſe to one another, that the firſt that dy d 
of them two, ſhould come and bring an account of 
thoſe things he ſaw to his Friend, and having ſhook 
Hands upon it, in teſtimony that they really intended, 
and reſolv d, if it were mom le to perform it, they fell 
into other diſcourſe leſs ſerious. Two or three months 
paſt after this, without perhaps either of them ſo much 
aß thinking on this agreement, and the time for the 
opening the Campaign coming on, Monſieur de Ram 
bouillet went away to Flanders; but Preci, being 
ſick of a malignant Fever, was left behind at Dupir's, 
where he lodg d. A month or five weeks after, about 
fix a clock in the morning, ſomsthing flung back the 
Curtains of Monſieur Precis Bed all of a ſudden, and 
he turning himſelf to ſee who it was, ſees Monſieur de 
ERanbouillet ſtand at the Bed-fide booted and in Buff; 


he 


* 
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he would have taken him about the Neck to embrace 
him, but the Marquis de Rambouillet retiring two ſteps, i 
told him, thoſe Careſſes were now im ® that he 
came to him, to diſcharge his promiſe made at ſach a 
time; that he had been kill'd the day before in ſach 
and ſuch an Action, and that there was nothing more 
certain, than thoſe things which had been told them of 
the other World, therefore he ſhould think of living 
after another manner than he us'd to do; that he 
would be kill'd alſo in the firſt t he met 
with, and therefore he had no time to loſe. I need nor 
ſay how much this diſcourſe ſurpriz d the Marquis de 
Preci; nevertheleſs he could not believe whar he 

but jumpt out of Bed to embrace his Friend, believi 

he had done this only to amuſe him, but he em 

nothing bur the Air; and Rambouillet ſeeing he would 
not believe him, ſhow'd him the place where he was } 


ſhot, which was in the Reins, and lookt as it itwere all 
bloody, and then he vaniſh'd. Preci, who was not 
much diſturb'd before, was now perfectly confounded 
and frighted, and throwing himſelf down again upon 
the Bed, he cry d out at ſuch a rate, as put all the | 
Houſe in an uproar : I got up among the reft, and run- 
ning up into his Chamber with Dapin, to ice what the 
matter was: When he told us the ſtory, we thought 
it was only the violence of his Fever (which ſtill was 
upon him) which made him light headed, and fo 
pray'd him to lye down again, telling him, that this 
was nothing but fancy. He was very angry to ſee we 
took him to be dilirious; and to convince us, told us 
all the particulars as 1 have related them. However, 
he might ſay what he would, we were of the ſame opi- 
nion, and ſo continu d till the Poſt came in from Flan- 
ders, which bringing an account that the Marquis was 
really kill'd, we began to look upon one another, and 
to think there muſt be ſomething in ir, eſpecially com- 
ring it with the particulars he had told us. The 
ſews of this pallage being ſpread about the wes 
folks 
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be killd in the firſt Action he was engag'd in; and 


proof of the ſtory : And as a convincing argument 


ol his advancing their Family than he who was to ſuc: 


CharaQters beſides. But tis the fate of govd Fami. 


king her complaints to me of his Gaming, I made bold, 
I knew enough of the World to be able to adviſe him, 


underſtood gl well as any body; that he did not drink, 
ſo he might 
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folks took it for a made ſtory ; but others, deſirous to 
know the truthof ir, came to the Houſe to enquire; 
I believe I had a hundred Notes ſent to me about it, 
and as many Viſiters; for my acquaintance knowing! 
lodg'd in the Houſe, ws to have a more particular 
account of ir from me: But for all I could ſay, they 
could hardly be perſwaded to believe it, and the truth 


of it all ſeem d ro depend upon what the Apparition 
had told Preci ſhould befall him, that he ſhould 


. 
- 
„ 


ſo people had their Eyes upon that, as the effectual 


that what we hear from the. Pulpit of thoſe things, 
is not all Prieftcraft, as our Modern Atheiſts would 
have us believe; which the event ſoon confirm'd; 


The Civil War being begun, he would needs go to 
the Battel of Sz Antoine, tho his Father and his Mo 
ther begg d of him as it were on their Knees not to go, 
being afraid of the Propheſie the Spectre had left of 
him; but he would go, and was kill'd, to the great 
regret of all his Relations, who had much more hopes 


ceed him, who had marry'd a Wife of a mean Birth 
and no Fortune, and one that had none of the beſt 


lies ſometimes to have diſhonour reflected on them by 
ſome of the unworthy Members, and he is not tte 
firſt that has plaid the Fool; tho that does not excuſe 
him. | | . 8 

But to return to my new Landlord : His Wife ma. 


one time when he was trimming me to tell him of it; 
bur inſtead of giving heed to what ſaid, tho I thought 


he told me he got as much by it as he loſt; that he 
play'd at nathing, but Tennis, which was a Game h: 


ery well allow himſelf this mo 
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told him this for. ot talk was we'l enough fora Man 
of ten thouſand Livres a year EItate, ut for him who 
had a Family. to maintain, and no hing to l. ve upon 
but bis Trade, twas a very ill courſe ot | fe; that if he 
lid not loſe his Money, yet he always loſt his Fime, 
which was not a thing of ſmall. conſequence to a Man 
in his circumſtances, ro whom diligence in his buſineſs 
was more proper, and without which he could never 
expect to make any think of it; that what I ſpoketo 
dim was in good will, and for his benefit, ſince the 
worſt would be his own, it he did not make his ad- 
antage of it. Thus I left it to him, but he continu- 
ing his old trade, his Wife came to me one day in à 
id condition, begging me to have compaſſion on her; 
at her Husband was at play at a Houſe hard by, 
here he was ſquandring away his Money, and it I | 
vould be ſo kind as to go to him, and perſwade him 
to leave off, I ſhuuld ſave him loſi g a great deal of 
Money. I did not care to go to ſuch places, eſpecial- 
Is fince I was too old for thoſe ſort of Diverſions, I 
jad lov'd em well enough formerly, but I WIS R 
ow. However, the Tennis Court, being as it 
ext door to us, | went thither as if I had come i 
ccident, where I ſaw a Man who play d fo ill, tha * 
o L had not handld a Racket in twenty years, 4 duct 
ave given him odds and plaid with him. I did then 
phat his Wife defir'd me, and be not daring to con- 
tadict me, I brought him home along wich me. The 
ext Morning he came to wait on me at my Levee; 
. id when I told him that I wonder'd how he could 
|, Wave the confidence to commend his Play; when, by 
bat I ſaw of it, I would lay him a Wager, as old a 
ug was, if I would give my ſelf the trouble, I . 
„ Went him. He told me he would give me fifteen if 1 
urſt venture ro play with him; and having a great 
ind to ler him 1 | 
Im at his word, and went away immediately in my 
| Dad GO .- 
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ee what a Coxcomb he was, I too 
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that I never let him get but when I pleas'd. yet he woull 


the Square I'd hold him; he was glad at the offer, and 


3 — I might not fatigue my ſelf, and having bear hin 


as ever I came home, 


if ever he plaid any more as long as he liv'd, after th: 


that he was but a Novice at play, and to beat him oi 


order che firſt part of my ſtory put her in, could t 
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Gown as T was, but as I told him, I would not ply 
for a ſmall Sum, ſo I made him carry all the Money 
ke had in the Houſe with him. We 22 at ten P. 
ſtoles every eight Games; and I ſo far maſter d hin, 


ſtill hold me at fifteen ; but I told him no, I was able 
enough io deal with him, and if he would play upon 


faking down 20 Piſtoles, he loſt them as eaſily as he 
had done the others. He was ſurpriz'd to find himſelf 
in for thirty Piſtoles ſo-quickly : But having ſtill ſome 
left, he askt me if I would play for the reſt, I told hin 
with all my heart, and I would give him fifteen he 
fancy'd by this I had no mind to go away his Money, 
and being mighty glad to have to do with one that 
was To generous,” he cut ſeveral Capers for joy, at 
which he was more dextrous than at Tennis; but his 
Joy laſted but a ſhort while, for I minded my play ſo 


—. 
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Again, I broke him of threeſcore Piſtoles, and lef 
m in the greateſt confuſion imaginable. 

He pray'd me to ſay nothing to his Wife, and I pr 
mis'd him, but with a deſign not to perform it, for! 
had a mind ſhe ſhould have the pleaſure of ſcoldinga 
him for loſing his N In ſhort, I told her as ſoon 

ow I had found out a Secre 
that would reclaim her Husband, that I was deceiv 
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accident that had befallen him to day; that I had per 
fectly broke him, for I had won threeſcore Louis 
Ors of him, and fo I told her the whole ſtory, but 
withal I added, that I did not defign to make uſe d 
the advantage I had got, but had done it to let him ſe 
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of it; that I would give her the Piſtoles, but ſhe ſhoul 
not ſpeak a word to him of it, till I gave her leave 
the thank me, as indeed I deſery'd ; and yet the di 
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be ſtopt, till ſhe ſaw the effect of my words by the re- 
5 ftiturion of the Money; but then ſhe began to laugh, 
and told me, that ſhe would ſee him reduc'd to the, 
nM. greateſt Neceſſities, before ſhe would ler him have a 
Wl farthing of it again; and that (he would, ſee what; 
e courſe he would take to maintain his, Children, of 
u which he had a great many, now he had thrown: a- 
ue way his Money; and ſhe kept her word fo 1 85 
be ly with him, that the Family was without any Victu- 

ab for a day or two, for he was ſo. well known, that 

ll no body would lend him a farthing ; ſeeing him in 
ml ſuch a ſtrait as this, I took occaſion one day to read 

e him a ſecond Lecture upon the old Subject, and the 
niſery he was reduc d to made him alittle more tract. 
u able than he was before, but the iſſue of it was but a 

dull compliment to me, and in which I had moſt need 
of Schooling; for upon the whole, he deſix d me to 
lend him ten Piſtoles, and I, like a Fool, could not 

refuſe him, having but juſt before won ſixty of him, 
unleſs I would have told him, that I had given them, 

all to his Wife, which I was not willing to do; a lit- 

tle while after he came for ten more, and I being in 
already, beſides being ſenſible it was for the ſubſiſtance 

of his Family, let him have it again; for I thought, 
that having given his Wife all che Money before, 1 
ſhould have it again at any time, when I thought fit 
to acquaint him with what I had done. In ſhoit, he 

got'f..rty Louis d Ors ot me at four ſcyeral times, 
and all I had to how for it, was a Note under his 
Hand. In the mean time, he promis d me every day 
to be wiſer for the future; and indeed he did rake uß 
2 little, whether was that having occaſion of me 
made him diſſemble, becauſe he would not diſoblige 
me, or that the loſs he had met with had ſtill ſome 
effect upon him; but his Wife found ſuch a change 
in him, that ſhe thankt me for ir every day, with a 
great many Acknowledgments of her Obligation to 
me. At laſt, I told her of the Money 1 had let him 
D'S 2: Have 
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have, letting her know how it was for the neceſſity of 
their Family, to which ſhe made no anſwer, but that] 
was too kind to him. | 

' *Tis no ſuch ftragpe thing in Paris for a Man not to 
know the Perſons that lodge in the ſame Houſe with 
him; under my Chamber Iodg d a Man that made a 
figure good enough, but liv'd ſo extravagantly, that 
tho he had ſomething of an Eſtate, yet he ſeldom had 
a Penny in his Pocket: This Fellow hearing my Vale: 
de Chambre talking how I had won above two hun. 
dred Piſtoles at Tric- trac, which was true enough, re- 
ſolv*d'to ſet upon me and rob me; and having com- 
municated his defign to his Valet, who had liv'd with 
him a great while, he agreed to do it for An and 
immediately laid his meaſures for the executibn. 
My Man and he being Companions, he took his 
time when I was gone out, feigning to be in a paſſion 
about ſomething, to come up to the Window, and 
break a ſquare of the Glaſs as near the opening of the 
Caſemenr as he could; he made as if he had done this 
by accident, and only told my Man he would paſte a 
piece of Paper over it to keep out the Wind, and ac- 
cordingly pulls out a piece of Paper, and goes to work 
on it himſelf : He did this that he inight open my 
Window on the outſide as often as he pleas'd, for 
there was nothing bur Saſhes, without either Shutters 
or Bars; having thus made way for his intended miſ- 
chief, the next day he makes a bargain with my Man 


© to goto the Tavern to drink, and ſeeming to be very 


kind to him he treated him, and kept him there from 

three a Clock in the afternoon, till ten at night. I ge- 
nerally ſtaid out pretty late at nights, but happen'd to 
come home ſooner that night than I us'd to do, and 
wonder'd my Man was not to be found. I enquir d if 
they had ſeen him lately, but they told me he went 
out preſently after me: 1 had a mind to go to Bed, ſo 
1 call'd a Boy I kept to undreſs me, and being juſt 
golf g into Bed, my Man came home : I askt him 
„ 1 | whete 
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where he had been, and why he ſtaid out ſo late? He 
askt my pardon, and told me, that an Acquaintance of 
his had come to invite him ro Supper, and not think- 
ing I would come home ſooner than I us'd to do, he 
had ſtaid there, but that he would take care not to let 
it be ſoany more, I faid little to him ; for I never was 
an ill Maſter to a Servant, nor ever ſtruck one in my 
life; but I went into Bed, and fell aſleep immediate- 
ly, and ſo did my Man, who ſlept ſo ſoundly, that 1 
had much ado to wake him, as Im going to tell you, 
About midnight the Fellow that had broke my Win- 
dow taking this opportunity, gets up to the fide of my 
Chamber, for there was a Window out of the Stair- 
caſe, that was not above four or five foot from mine; 
he had provided a Board which he laid crofs, and get - 
ting out upon it, pull'd off the Paper, and putting in 
but two Fingers, eafily open'd the Caſement, and fo 
ſlipt himſelf into my Chamber, and immediately ſtept 
to the Door to let in two or three ſuch Kogues as 
himſelf, which he had ready for the purpoſe ; as it 
happen d, my Man, who lay upon a Palate Bed, not 
above three ſteps from mine, had barr'd the door, fo 
that pulling to get the door open, with unbarring it 
he made ſuch a noiſe as wak'd me: I thought, the 
Houſe being full of Lodgers, ſome or other of them 
having found the Key on the outſide, had open'd the 
Door to bid me good night; ſo I call'd and askt, Who 
is there? But no body anſwering, I call'd my Valet, 
who was dead aſleep and ſnoring, and I had a hard 
task to wake him, In the mean time, the noiſe I made 
had frighted thoſe without, as well as him that had 
got in; as for him, he knew every corner of the 
Chamber ſo well, that he ſlipt ſoftly back in the dark, 
and hid himſelf in the Chimney, and the reſt run 
away over the tops of the Houſes : his Maſter had 
policy himſelf half a ſcore ſteps our of his door, to 
e ready as there ſhould be occaſion; but finding his 
Project had fail'd, retreated into his Chamber, very 
| | D d 3 much 
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much diſturb d for fear of his Man, who was got into 
my Chamber. As ſoon asT had wak'd my Man, I bid 
him go to the door and ſee who it was, for I was fo 
far from apprehending the danger I was in, that I til] 
thought ir was ſome of my Friends; my Man being 
ot up, open'd the door, and wy ooo pot Was n9 
dy there, went back again to Bed, and I went to 
ſleep again; as for him, when I had thus wak d him, 
t pleas d God he could not go to flcep again, fo that 
when the Fellow, who had hid himfelf in the Cham. 
ber, attempted to get out again, he heard him, and 
being frighred, gets under the Bed, and cry d out to 
me to have a care of my ſelf, for there were Thieves 
in the room. This indeed made me afraid, remem- 
bring what had happen dd before I went to ſleep, and 
taking hold of my Sword, which 1 always had at 
hand, I askt him, what it was? By this time my Man 
was got to the the Window, and finding itopen, ſpy'd 
the Board that was laid croſs, by which the Fellow 
had got in; he thiew it down into the Court, leſt any 
more Rogues ſhould ger in there, and come behind 
him, and then told me What he had done; for certain 
the Thieves came in that way, and he was ſure there 
was ſome body in the Chamber ſtill; for which rea- 
ſon he defir'd me to defend the Door, and he would 
guard the Window. I leave the Reader to gueſs what 
condition the Fellow was in all this while who was in 
the Chamber; he had made his retreat to rhe Chim- 
hey again as ſoftly as 'rwas poſſible, but that was of no 
uſe tro him but only ro hide him a little: I bid my 
Man cry Thieves, and he being at the Window, pre- 
{ently gave the alarm to the whole Houſe : The Rogue 
petceiying that he muſt of neceſþry be taken, came out 
of the Chimney, reſolving to be kill'd rather than be 
brought to the light; but as we made Paſſes with our 
Swords every way at random, my Van-happen'd to 
ive him a wound in the Thigh, and thinking he had 
light upon Tome body, he calFd to me to have a * 
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of my ſelf, for he had wounded ſome body he beliey d. 
The Thief, not at all terrify'd, ſought more than before 
to throw himſelf upon his Enemy, and receiv'd another 
thruſt in the Body, Which however did not hinder him 
from clofing in with my Man, with whom by this 
time he began to be warmly engag'd; I was too near 
them not to know how it was with them, but durſt 
not in the dark make uſe of my Sword, not knowing 
which was which, ſo that all I could do was to encou- 
rage my Man, telling him the People of the Houſe 
were coming, and we ſhould have help immediately 
Indeed I heard them up, and the noiſe they heard in 


my Chamber made them make the more haſte ; how- 
ever, I thought it very long, and my Valet had a great 


deal of difficulty to maſter that Wretch, who fought 
with the utmoſt fury of a Man in deſpair ; but at laſt 
he easd my mind, by telling me he was ſure now he 


could not eſcape him, for he had got him faſt by the 


Throat; and indeed he needed not have told me fo, 
for I could hear him draw his breath as if he were al- 
moſt throtil'd, which was what he was in a fair way 
to be in reality; in the interim, the Barber and his 


Wife came up with a Light, and knockt at the Door, 


and being very well ſatisfy'd it was they, I let them 
in, and then going to ſee who it was my Man had got 
hold of, I was ſurpriz'd to ſee it was one of the Houſe, 
and ſo was the Barber and his Wife, but above all my 
Valet was the moſt concern'd, who but juſt before 
came from the Tavern with him ; wherefore not valu- 


ing the letting me know what he had conceal'd from 


me before, O you Dog! (ſays he) was it to rob my Ma- 


fer then that you carry'd me to the Tavern to night, 


and did all you could to make me drunk; you thought, I 
warrant you, T ſhould fleep ſo doundy, I ſhould not be 
in a condition to help bim. Theſe words made me 
plainly ſee what I hadeſcap'd, eſpecially when I was 


inform'd alſo that twas he broke the Square of Glaſs 
in the Window, and that it was a premeditated de- 
| | 2 941 ſign: 
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\ign : I had certainly run my Sword through him, if] 
hid been leſ amaz d; but my aftom{ſhmeiii ſtruck me 
ner theretore I only turn d to the Barber and his 
Wite, and askt them if they could have believ d it) 
They ſhook their Heads at it, and examining the tel. 
low, I heard him two or three time over {1y very ſoft. 
ly to himſelf. ab ! Dogs, one balf hour ſooner and it 
bad been done. I askt him what he meant, but he 
would not explain himſelf; and all I could father 
from ir, was, that he had appointed his Comerades 10 
come {ooner than they did, they Imean, who had made 
their eſcape over the Tiles, where we cou'd ſee their 
foo. ſteps in a Gurter, by which they got away; all 
this while the Fellows Blood run about the Chamber, 
as if one had kill d an Oxe; and being afraid heſhould 
555 in our hands before he was examin d, I bid them 
1: gd far tbe Commitſair, they told me, if | would 
have ir ſo, they would do it; but they pray d me to 
conſider, and take heed I did not bring my felf into 
a" affair which might coſt me a grear deal of Money, 

hat I was neither wounded nor robb'd, and that if! 
ſhould hang that wre*ch it would do me no good: I 
did nor diſlike the Advice, and the rather, becauſe 
the Fellow had no weapons about him; and, to juſti. 
ie himſelf, ſaid he came only to have ſatisfaQtion of my 
Man, with whom he had quarrell'd at the Tavern. 
Indeed, he being a cunning fellow, had ſome words 
with him hetore they went out, to the end, if he was 
taken, he might have that for his e cuſe; but the 
Glaſs, which had been broke ar leaſt three days before 
that, ſhew'd the contrary ; and if I had carry d him 
before the Judges, he muſt have ſung another Song. 
In ſhort, J ſuff rd my felt to be prevaild on by the 

Barber and bis Wife who begg d hard for him; which 

they were ſorry for afteru ards, having been cheared 
by his Maſter, who they diſcovey'd to be in the Plot 
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The buſineſs being over in this manner, I began to 
think of leaving a Houſe, where I had been in ſo much 
dauger; and having ſent my things to a place where |! 
had tormeily lodg'd in the Farxbourg Saint Germain, 
1 askt the Barber to make up accounts with ine, he told 
me the accounts was very e:fie ro make up, but that to 
give me any M ney, truly he had none, and therefore 
defir'd me to have patierce; Itold him {miling, that I 
wou'd, but that I wou'd not ſtay long; and that I 
had given his Wife the ſixty Piſtoles J had won of 
hm; and if we had not told him of it, twas only that 
he might ſuffer a little for his folly, and make him 
out of 1: ve with play He give me a thouſand thanks, 
and I dare ſwear with all his heart, and immediately 
cal} d his Wite to pay me what he ow'd me; but truly 
ſhe told him, ſhe had nothing rodo with hisdebr, for 
ſhe was by herſelt, and all the things in he Houſe be- 
long'd to her. | - | 

I ſaw ſhe was in earneſt, which indeed ſurpriz'd me, 
confidering how I had oblig'd her, wheretore Id her 
think on it a little, for if ſhe us'd me fo, I ſhou'd give 
he: ſuch a CharaDer, that no body wou'd come near 
her Houſe; that ſhe knew in her own Conſcience the 
Money 1 had given her was in con paſſion to her Fami- 


, and to ſupply her neceſſu ies; and that I had parti 


cularly told her ſo, that ſhemight not plead Ignorance: 
that this was far enough from ack).owledging her 
kindneſs, which I did not ſay to reproach her, but ſhe 
did not deſerve to be us d To ge erouſly as I had us'd 
her; and I askt no more than the forty Piſtoles I, had 
lent him; however, ſay what I could, I was not able 
to perſwade her to pay me; and her Husband, tho he 
was in a violent Paſſion, could do no more good with her 
than 1; I muſt do him this Juſtice, that I believe he 
did his beſt, for be nor only ſtorm'd ar her, but bang'd 
her too, and if Thad not parted them, I believe it might 
havc come to a ſet Battel, tor ſhe did not take it pari- 
ently at all, but gave him as good as he brought, and 
any 
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any body but I, would have given his Money for ſuch 
a fight : Her Husband finding I would not let him 
handle her as he had begun ro do, told me, he waz 
mightily troubled, that his Wife was ſo baſe to him, 
and ſo unreaſonable to me, but that I ſhould loſe no- 
thing by him, and thar as faſt as Money came in he 
would bring it me. I was forc d to be contented with 
his fair words, and went my way; but to promiſe 
and perform is always two things, and ſo *twas with 
him, for he not only took no care to perform, but 
would always avoid me if he ſaw me in the Street. 1 
ſent ro him two or three times, to put him in mind 
that an honeſt Man is always as good as his word; 
but whether twas that he took no care about it, or 
that he was really not able, he always put the Mel. 
ſenger off with ſuch filly Excuſes, that I ſaw 'twas to 
no purpoſe to expect any thing of him; but the plex 
Tantex Jeſt was, that his Wife, one day when one of 
my Servants bad been there for Money, bid him pet 
out of doors, or ſhe would claw his eyes out; that 
*rwas long of his Maſter that no Body came to their 
Houſe, and that fince that damn'd Buſineſs of his, eve. 
ry body ſhunn'd their Houſe, as if they ſhould hay: 
their Throats cut there. | 
I did not Ray long at my new Lodgings at S: Ce. 
mans, à friend of mine that was newly Marry'd in tie 
Country, haying ſent for me, I went down to ſee him, 
where J found a great deal of good Company. The 
Gentleman I went to ſee was not only very rich, but 
was one that defign'd to continue ſo too; to which 
end he had taken up a certain reſolution, which is line 
grown very much in faſhion among Perſons of Quality, 
which was to treat very generouſly all his Friends, bu 
never to entertain either Servants or Horſes , and th 
his Friends might not pretend a neceſſity to intrud: 
upon him, and break his new cuſtom for lack of 
lace of Entertainment, he built a good large Inn: 
out 269 yards from his Houſe, which, heſides the pn 
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kt of it, rid him of the Company of thoſe poorer ſort 
of Gentry, which are numerous; for they having not 
always Money in their-Pocketsto defray the charge of 
their Equipage, choſe rather to live as they could 
themſelves, than to pay for their good Chear at ſo 
dear a rate; they grumbl'd, and made ſome Reflecti- 
ont, but they were not worth taking notice of; for 
Gentlemen of any Quality lik'd the way very well, 
and found it much for their convenience. I am ſure 
I made no ſcruple of it, but ſent my Horſes and my 
Servants thither, as other People did, and went away 
to ſee my Friend. I never was better pleas'd in any 
Company in my Life, for we had all manner of Di- 
verſions z and, which was better than all of it, I won 
four hundred Piſtoles at play. They ſay Fortune ne- 
ver ſides with old Age, and ſome Folks will believe 
no other; and yet as old as I was, I had no other rea- 
ſon to ſay fo, for if I had kept account of the loſs and 
gain I had made at play, Lam ſure I ſhould find I had 
clear d a thouſand Piſtoles. And now, that I might 
put my ſelf out ot a condition to loſe it back again, I 
reſolv d to put it out tothe Bankers knowing that then 
there was no danger; to which purpoſe, a Gentleman 
going to Paris, I deſir d him to take me with him in 
the Coach, reſolving to come back again as ſoon as I 
had done my buſineſs, and therefore took but only a 
Boy with me, leaving my Lacquey at the Inn with my 
Valet de Chambre, giving them order however to meer 
me at a certain time and place; but they, having a 
defign to rob me, as it afterwards appear d, march'd 
quite away, ſo that when Icame to the place appoin- 


ted, there was neither Horſe nor Men, nor no news 


to be had of them: I could not imagine what ſhould 
hinder them, and never dreamt of what really was the 
cauſe. I fancy'd ſome accident had happen d to my 
Equipage, or that ſome Hunting Match having been 
made in the Country, my Friend might make bold 
with my Horſes, having not enough in his Stable for 
all the Company” Thus 
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Thus I thought with my ſelf, tho with very little 


reaſon, for I might have confider'd, if my Friend hai 


had never ſo much occaſion, he would not have taken 
my Horſes, becauſe I was to come back on them; and 


then as to any accident befalling my Equippage, they 


would be ſure to have ſent me word, and ſent me o. 
ther Horſes. However, as we are often molt ingenj. 
ous in deceiving our ſelves, had pleas d my ſelf with 
theſe imaginarions till the — — and from 
thence to Night again; but hearing nothing then, | 
began ro miſtruſt ſome miſchief was in it. Indeed! 
muſt ſay it was my ownfaulr, for l had known enough 
by that Valet of mine to give me cauſe of miſtruſt, if 


Thad but taken notice of it. He was one of the impu. 


denteſt Rogues alive, and, as I underſtood fince I catcht 
him, us'd to take his time, and go upon the Pad, and 
ſtrip People upon the Road. Indeed the behaving 
himſelf fo well in that accident, which, as I have told 


you, befel me in my Chamber, made me the more 


confident in him, but I never thought he had been 


ſuch a Raſcal: Having waited thus till my patience 


was quite wore out, I diſpatcht away a Meſſenger to 
the Ian where 1 left them, and he brought me word, 


they had been gone five days afore to meet me, as they 


ſaid This was enough to put me out of my pain, 1 
preſently then concluded whar was befallen me, and 
away I went again to Parzs, to adviſe what was belt 
ro be done in the caſe. In the interim, my Lacquey 
having a Brother who liv'd in the Fauxbourg St An- 
tine, I went to him, and defir'd him to give me no- 
tice if his Brother came to ſee him, and that T would 
pardon him upon his diſcovering the other, for I knew 
it was no contrivance of his, but that he was wheedl'd 
and drawn in by the other, who I knew was a Raſcal; 
that I was very ſorry he ſhould be ſo led afide, ha- 
ving a great kindneſs for the young Man; I bid him 
tell him all this, and withal that twas the only way 
to ſave his Life, to throw himſelf upon my 1 
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that he had liv'd five or fix Years. with me, and he 
knew I was a Man of my word; and that if he did 
not, he would be in a great deal of danger. 

Itold him indeed nothing but the truth, for I never 
had a prettier Servant, nor one that was more faith- 
ful, and Ithink the other Rogue bewitcht him, or he 
would never have plaid this extravagant Prank. In a 
fit of Sickneſs which he had not above five or fix 
Months before, I had taken as much care of him, as if 
he had been my own Child; and- fancying if he was 
brought to recolleCt all my kindneſs ſhew'd to him, ir 
might work upon him, and the more too, when he 
ſhould know how eaſy I was to forgive him, if he had 
been led to commit this folly only out of exceſs. of 
Wine. This courſe I took, and the ſucceſs was an- 
{werable, tho I dare ſay, it would not have ſucceeded 
ſo well to a great many others, for certainly there are 
few People uſe a'Servant ſo gently as I, but every bo- 
dy does in that as ſuits with their humour; and the 
method moſt us d is not always the beſt, asappear'd in 
the confidence the Fellow put in my promiſe ; for co- 
ming to ſee his Brother, and hearing what J had ſaid, 
and that I would forgive him, he comes immediately 
to find me out, and asking my pardon, told me, he was 
drawn into the fact by ill counſel, and he knew no 
way to convince me of it better, than by coming to 
throw himſelf at my feet, as now he did; that he 
knew his Life was. in my hand, and he acknowledg'd 
he had deſerv'd Death; but hop'd, ſince I had given 
my word to his Brother, I would not be ſevere upon 
him, I told him he ſhould fear nothing, provided he 
would do but what I defir'd him; that I believd my 


Valet de Chambre had debauch d him, and if he expeCt- 


ed any favour from me, he muſt find him for me, for 
unleſs J could take him, he had as good do nothing. 
Then I askr him where he was, and what they had 
done with my Horſes ? He told me, that for the inoft 
lecurity they had taken their opportunity to Come g 
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Town the evening before me, and ſo knowing I wa 
out of the way, had carry'd them to Market pub. 
lickly, and ſold one to a Horſe-Courſer in La Rur 
St Martin, a little below Sr Nicholas in the Fielt, 
and the other two were in La Cimitiere St Jean, in 

an Inn where they had taken up their Lodging. 

This account pleas'd me ſo well, that I confirm 
my promiſe to pardon him, but I order'd him to gg 
back again to his Comrade, that he might not ſuſpe$ 
any thing, being reſolv'd to take him the next Mors. 
ing in his Bed; to which purpoſe I order'd him to come 
to me by break of Day, to a certain place which | 
nam'd to him, if there was no danger of being ſeen 
in the Houſe ; ſo I got ready the Provoſts Men over 
Night, and poſting them in the midway, I would 
needs go my ſelf to ſee him taken. Being come to 
the place, my Footman came exactly as I had ap- 
may him, but told me, that he did not lodge at 
ome that Night, and deſir d me to take great care leſt 
1 ſhould be ſeen, for if the leaſt notice ſhould be ta, 
ken of my defign, I ſhould never catch hitn. I ap. 
rov'd what he ſaid well enough, and therefore ſend. 
ing the Provoſts Men away to a Tayern, I reſted upon 
his care in the matter. I fancy d the Fellow would 
certainly come in two or three hours, but the Rogue 
having got the Money in his Pocket that he made of 
my Horſe, was reſolv'd to live well while it lafted ; 
and Noon being paſt without any diſcovery, I bepan 
to ſuſpect my Footman had been falſe to me, and 
had given him notice; and when he came ro me, as 
he did every now and then, for fear I ſhould be im- 
patient, I told him plainly what I apprehended of 
him, and. withal, that if he had trickt me, I ſhcull 
find it out firſt or laſt, and then I ſhould ſhow him no 
mercy; but he aſſurd me of his fidelity with ſuch 
Proteſtations as fully fatisfy'd me, and I reſolv'd to 
wait till Night; but twas all one, the Fellow lik 
his ſport too well where he was, and there he ſtays 
e i 
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all the next D which time I was very uneaſie 


ith waiting. Then it was that 1 concluded the 
Lacquey had, without doubt, deluded me; and the 


was Juſt upon the point of arreſting him: But he told 
me, he was content I ſnould hang him, if 1 found it 
ſo ; that he began to think himſelf, the Fellow was 
fled, but at the ſame time, he could not imagine how 
he ſhould get any notice of our deſign. Indeed, I was 
ſo far ſatisfy'd, that Iwent to the Inn my ſelf to ſeize 
upon my Horſes, and as I was ordering them ſome 
Corn before I took them away, they came running 
into ms to ask me, if my Valer had not ſuch a 
ſortof a Belt on, for they ſaw a Fellow coming a good 
way off that lookt like him, as I had deſcrib'd him; 
I ſent my Lacquey, who was ordering the Horſes, to 
lee if it was the right, and order'd him to go and ac- 
coſt him, that they might not be miſtaken, for that 


was he, he comes up to him, and tells him, how if 
he had come a little ſooner, he had met with ſome 
Coſtomers for the Horſes. While he kept him thus 
in ſuſpence, the Provoſts Men ſeized upon him, and 
he ſtruggling to clear himſelf from them, the noiſe 
brought me out, thinking they might want help; be- 
fore he ſaw me, he laid about him with all his 
might; but when I appear'd, he made no more Re- 


one has really injur'd, diſpirits the Mind, and the 
Reproach of a Mans Conſcience takes away all his 
Relolution; therefore putting himſelf in a poſture 
of Submiſſion, 45, Mafter, Maſter, (ſaid he) I beg 
your pardon heartily. I forgot to tell you, that 
with my Horſes he had carry'd away all my Cloathes 
and all my Linnen, all which te either fold or 
pawn'd. Having ſecur'd my Man, I had him to a 
Magiſtrate of my Acquaintance, where, when I had 
brought him, I told him, that it was now in my 

power 


—— . —— — ů ů;˙ — 
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rery thought of it put me in ſuch a Paſſion, that 


was the fign agreed on. In ſhort, being ſatisfy'd it 


fiſtance , ſo tiue it is, that the Face of the Man 
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gone he had gotten into a gang of ſharping Pick 


| pretending to buy a Horſe, among the reſt he ſhow! 


to his Price, knowing already what he coſt him, 


priz d, for he was an horeſt Man, and knew nothi:y 


to ſatisfy him of that, for the Fellow that flole hin 
from me. and ſold him to hitn, was now actually in th 
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Dower to proſecute; and perhaps to hang him; bh 
ede That I would be ſo kind to ſpare him, pr, 
vided he would reſtore the things he had ſtole fron 
me that he ſhould tell me where my things wer, 
and carry the Man his Money again who had bought 
my Horſe, that when I ſhould oblige him to reſt 
the Horſe, he ſhould nor oblige me to proſecute hit, 
This was, without doubt, a very kind * r 01 
my part, but the poor Fellow unhappily had ma 
with a ſcurvy accident: In the little time he had hee 


pocket Rogues, who had drawn him into play. ani 
had cheated him of all his Money; fo that, infteal 
of refunding the Money for the Horſe, he had ng 
one Farthing in his Pocket; he durſt not tell me hoy 
it was, and began to make Excuſes: But ſeeing hoy 
it was, and giving no credit to his Pretences, I la 
him go to Priſon. Tn the mean time, that I might 
get my Horſe, without being 'oblig'd to proſecute the 

ellow, I went to the Man who had bought him 


we my un. I made no great difficulty of agreeing 


bid him profit erough, and we ſoon agreed, ſo 1 del 
red him ro'ferd him to my Lodging, and come and 
fetch his Money; but when he came to be paid, I toll 
him how it was, that jt was my own Horſe, and thi 
he had been ſtolen from me, and that he who was! 
Jockey by Trade, ought ro know a little better who 
he beught Horſes of. The Man was very much fur 


of the matter. However, he told me I was a fir2ng 
to him, and he deſn'd to be ſatisfy'd that what 1 4 
lede id was true. I told him, was eaſy enough for m 


Chateter, and if he pleasd, } would go along wirh bim 
ard ſhow him the Man, who was my Va'ct de Cut 
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7j he agreed, and we went directly to the Priſon, 
* he had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing that it was 5 
en ſo, and that he could have no more claim to 
ie Horſe, However, after this, ſome Attorney having 4 
dis d him to preſent a Petition, in which he made 1 
is complaint, that I came and took the Horſe away by | 
ain force, he got leaveto ſeize himagain, and ſentan | | 
fficer, at a time when he knew I was not at home: | f 
e that came deſir d to ſee him out, under pretence of ö 
arrying him to a place where Goods are attach 
at indeed to give the Horſe Merchant poſſeſſion, af- 
— I had no remedy but againſt the poor Stable- 
, whoſe Wife it may be would have paid me 
ha ſham of her being a Feme Sole, as the Bar- 
s Wife had done; but my Landlord would. not 
ufter that, and choſe rather to be the Sequeſtre, and ' 
take it into his keeping. This Proceeding of the 
N brought me into a Suit at Law, which I 
ould | willingly have declin d, and going to Council 
out it, they Aarisd me to demand a Warrant. 1 
nt then to the new Chatelet in the Fauxbourg S# 
zrmain, where I lodg'd, and Monſieur Girardin be- 
w Chiet i in that Court of Judicature, I needed not go 
* 5 vie _— = wo — 8 always 
ery obliging to perſons of any Quality Cauſe 
ſo — that he granted what I askt at thi firſt 
ad, however, I was forc'd to give ſecurity till the 
roceſs ſhould be made out againſt my Valet, who 
proſecuted by the Sollicitor — at the Kings 
uit; for one of my Friends, who underſtood thoſe 
ings better than I, had taken care to order that for 
_ telling me. the King was better able to bear ihe 
uges than I was; by which be ſv Sqmorincscofogr 
. and I was very men 
zr 

next i my 
D by Secwiiry „and having entred Eh 
KECOgniZance if the Reg EY hong all was over, 
ut it 1 ge 8 me. * Valet de Cham: 
bre 


F. 
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days in a great deal of Credit; I was acquainted wit 
kim and his Daughter, who had ſeen me ſeveral time 


bad formerly liv'd with her Husband, came to me 


her 1 deſir'd no more, and before ſhe came to n 


me, that I might have the honour to oblige het 


and we ought to take advice of thoſe who underſty 


hat they ſhould fay. 8 


peating ker promi ſes as fhe had before, that l ſhc 
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bre before he came to me, belong'd to the Marquis 
Aigle, a Gentleman of Normandy, who marry du 
Marquis de Racy's Daughter, a Gentleman of by 
mean quality, bur being ally'd to a Family of g00 
Repure, and of great perſonal Merit, he liv'd all h 


at his Houſe, and knew I was the Fellows Maſter, wh 


ſpeak in his behalf, and pray'd me to be favourablet 
him, and ſhe would ſo order it, that I ſhould loſe n 
ching by it, ſhe would give me her word fot it; I U 


had offer'd ſo much to the Priſoner, that I was fo 
ſhe had no requeſt of greater conſequence to maket 


that I was an old Friend of her Father's, and jo mut 
hers alſo, that ſhe might depend upon any thing whit 
lay in my power to do: However, I told her, I app 
hended there might be ſome difficulty now in t 
thing; that the Man being put into the hands of 
Rice, ſhe could not take him out when ſhe woll 


hole things, what was to be done: ſhe approv'd( 
what I ſaid, and taking me into her Coach, we we 
to the Regiſter, who was a Friend of hers. He td 
us indeed, twould be a hard matter to bring the It 
low off now; that if I had not committed him, 
might have done, but however, he would try; he ff 
the thing depended on the depolition of the Wirnel 
who ſhould come in againſt him, and they having! 
-beenexamin'd yer, it lay in my power to direct th 
Madam de Aligle was mighty glad of this expedie 
telling me, that now it was all in my power, and 
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ole nothing 3 J parted from her, upon condition 
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s days after ſhe came to me again, and told me, ſhe 
lu vas extreamly troubled, that ſhe had promis'd me 
uM irhat ſhe could not perform; that what ſhe had ſaid, 
0M ivas upon Propoſals made to her by rhe Priſoner; and 
| fl that now when it was come to the point, he could not 
will 5nd Money but juſt to ſatisfie the Horſe Merchant, 
ine and that if 1 was not inclin'd to ſhow him ſome pity, 
wil he was a dead Man, This pretty fetch ſur iz me 


nel extreamly, eſpecially coming from ſuch a Woman as 


lei ſhe, who ought to have had all her meaſures ready 
e beforehand-; and beſides, I thought indeed ſhe had 
tali intended to have done ſo much for the poor Fellow 
herſelf, and ſo I told her; upon which ſhe reply d, 
ſhe had done more for him than I thought of; that 
was ſhe helpt him to the Money to pay the Horle: 
courſer, and that ſhe could not do any more, and 
begg'd of me to bear a little of the loſs, to fave a poor 
etch from the Gallows. I proteſt I was very un- 
pore willing to do any thing, after her having broke the 

| Buntes ſhe made me at firſt, but conſidering that I 
mould not be much the better for hanging a poor 
MW Fellow, I told her I would do any thing for her 
fake, and fince ſhe, would have it ſo, it was granted, 
So we parted, after her having given me a great ma- 
i thanks for my generoſity, and the like. Things 
being iſſued thus tar, I thought T might venture to 

202 ſmall Journey into the Country, which, 1 had 
im, de ferr d for ſome. time upon this account. I have 
old you before, that I had my Aim put out of joynt, 

going to ſee Father d. Auianò, and that falling into the 
Hands of an ignorant, Surgeon, 1 was forc d to go 


eaſe ; but Whether it was that h: had not perfectly 
eur d fe or that ſuch accidents as thoſe generally 
eave Pains and Aches Mihich are felt when a Man 


omes to be old, I have had fince that every now and then 
Pain there, s . againſt the change of Weather. 
[ with _ whole College of Phyſicians, 
n ö 


i conſults 
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no the Haripman of Ruremond, who had given me 


well enough, that he ſhould now ſtand on his om 
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and with thoſe of Saint Come, and they all advis'd me 
to go to Barbottans near the Pyrennes, a place nam 
from the Baths that” are there, which are difterent 
fror all Baths, for they are not of clear Water, but 
very muddy, yet of fuch virtue that ſtrange Cures are 
dope by them, upon ſuch who are troubled with 
weakneſſes in the Nerves and Joynts, or the remains 
of any diſlocated part, as mine was. Before I went 
away I took my leave of Madam de 7 Aigle, ani 
told her, my going-out of Towri ſhould not hinder 
the doing of what ſhe defird, that I would leave or: 
der for the Witneſſes to come to her for directions be 
fote they were examin'd; and fince the Regiſter 
had told us, that it all depended upon their depo. 
| ou. ſhe might be ſatisfyd the thing would be 
n | | | 


Upon this I went my way, reſting upon her pro- 
— not dreaming in the leaſt, thet 10 — ky of 
her Quality, and who 1 had dealt ſo fairly with, 
could be fo baſe as to break her word a ſecond time; 
but ſhe had marry'd a. Norman, the maxim of whoſe 
Country it is, that a Man ought not to be a Slaveto 
his Word. She had no ſooner ſeen me clear of 
Paris, but ſhe diſcover'd, that ſhe had alſo mary 
the Manners and Cuſtoms of rhe Normans; for attet 
ſhe had order'd every thing as = defir'd it with the 
Witneſſes, according to the orders I had left, inſteal 
of performing her 8 with me, ſhe goes 1 
the Priſoner, and tells him ſhe would bring him of 


Juſtification, and tell the Court, that inſtead of 100 

bing his Maſter, he had done nothing but what he : 
der d him; that having not Money to ſend him to d 
fray the Charges of my Horſes and Servatits, I hal 
left him a verbal order s ſell my Equipage an 
_ Cloaths if Iwamted ; and if he had fold one Hork 
at Paris, it was only to pay for the keeping of tit 
| other two, having not found me at Para, as I 1 


points 
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pointed. If I had been upon the ſpot, it had been an 
11 eafie matter to have confuted all theſe ſham ſtories; 
rent but my Sollicitor, and the Witneſſes too, having had 


du orders from me to ſpeak nothing of him but what ſhe 
n directed, I could not blame them if they endeavoured 
vith vo clear him; and ſhe, inſtead of bearing me harmleſs, 
aim left me in the lurch, to be caſt in the Coſt and Da- 


mages of the Tryal, and to pay to the Horſe Mer- 
an} chant the ſumm of four hundred and fifty Livres, 
der which was the price of the Horſe, with Intereſt from 
the time I bought him. Twas certainly as ſtrange 
he a thing as ever befell a Man, in ſo plain a cafe as mine 
ſter MY was, and a great cauſe of Triumph to a Raſcal, who 
po. fl ought to have been hang'd ; and yet all this was no- 
del thing to what followed. The 'Horſe-courſer hav ng 
otten Judgment againſt me, and I not heing to be 

p ound, he gave notice to the Man who was Security 
| of i for me, to prepare to pay the Money in my room; 
and this demand coming upon him juſt at a time when 
ne: be had a great many Bills to pay, and at the ſame 
oel time ane came to be proteſted for non-payment, 
% the Man was g_ ruin d, haviig neither Money 
ol nor Friends to ſtand by him at ſuch a pinch. I con- 
u #15, 1 cannot ſpeak of this part of the ſtory without 


iter being moy'd at Madam de / Aigle, whoſe baſe deal- 
the ag ws the occaſion of all this confuſion 5 and had 
en it been a Man, I ſhould not have fail d to have re- 


veng'd it, hen! firſt heard of it, one way or tother. 
But to go on with the ſtory of this Raſcal , which 
was, I think, the worſt that ever happen'd to me in 
my life, tho I have had a pretty many troubleſome 
bufineſſes too. Within two days after notice gi- 
ven to my Security, as before, they ſeized his 
Goods, and he having no body to redeem them, they 
carry'd them off, and expos'd them to Sale in the 
place appointed for the Sale of Goods ſeiz'd in Exe 
cution, I leave it to any body to Judge, what a. 
fraction rhis muſt make in the affairs of a Shop- 
nn) ves. | 2 2 


410 Memoirs of tbe 
keeper'; all the remedy he had, was to ſummon me t 
Kop the Proceedings, and for default of appearing, t 
proteſt againſt me for all che Coſts, Damages, au 
„„ 00RD at on 5 
I was upon the Road when all this happen'd, g. 
ing to the Bath, and not imaginiug any ſuch thing 
could befal me, I had not left directions to write ty 
me detore I came to my Journeys end, fo that tho: 
great many Letters were ſent to places where it v 
robable I might come, yet habing no notice of ary 
fach thing, I met with none of them. Twas ve 
ſtrange, I thought, that among ſuch a multitude of 
People, that us'd to call themſelves my Friends and 
humble Servants, there was not one to be found 
would lay down fifty Piſtoles for me in my ab. 
ſence, to have ſtopt all this Villany, and above 
all, to fave the poor Man that was bound for me, 
who was but in a very ill caſe; for ſuch people 
who live by Trade, are never without a number of 
Creditors, and theſe came all upon him, hearing 
what had happen d; and believing he was paſt re 
medy, ſeeing he'Wuld not ſtop ſuch a ſmall thing 
as that; fo, falling in with the Horſe:coprſer, the 
zroſecuted the Sale of the Goods, and the poor Man 
Joſt all that ever he had in one days time, and 
Ipoibd his Credit too, which was worſe than all the 
_- teſt, Howeyer, as I was really innocent of all that 
had happen d, all my anger was bent againſt Madam 
de Aigle. I will not pretend to deſcribe what a paſ 
ſion I was in at her, for indesd *tis impoſſible; yo 
muſt think I thought of nothing but Revenge, and | 
was very deeply taucht to do what I did. T had not 
undertaken ſuch a long Journey, as 1 ſaid before, but 
in hopes of recovering my health; now I was upon 
the ſpot, and ought to expect the ſucceſs, yet upon 
the news of this I made back again immediately, te 
ſolving to do my utmoſt rather than to be thus tool, 
1 have given you an account already how I had bee 


in 
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inform'd, that my Valet de Chambre had us'd to rob on 
the High · way. I now. made enquiry to find out what 
proof I could have of it, and finding I had too plain 
proof to fail bringing him to the Gallows, I had no- 
thing to do then but to find him out, which as it hap- 
pen'd was not ſo difficult as I thought it was: Having 
given orders to one of my Boys to put off his Livery. 
and go to the Marquis de / Azg/e's, upon a pretence of 
getting a place, hepreſently learnt that the Fellow was 
got into his ſervice again; this Norman not mattering 
who were his Servants, ſo he could but get them for 
little or no Wages. In ſhort, he took him on that 
very ſcore, for he was a Man that never miſt his ad- 
vantage, if he had an opportunity. 

Having learnt where this Rogue had hous'd himſelf, 
I got a Decree againſt him, and reſolv d not only to 
take him, but to take him out of his new Maſters 
flouſe, that the affront might be the greater to him; 
to which end I got every thing ready, and taking no 
leſs than a Gang of thirty Provoſts Men, that I might 
be provided in caſe of reſiſtance, we went to the Houſe 
betimes in the morning, and the Door being open d. 


we took the Rogue out of his Bed. The Marquis de 


Aigle hearing a great noiſe, got up to ſee what wis 
the matter, and ſo did his Lady, and hufft at the Offi- 
bers, threatning them for daring to enter the Honſe of 
15 of their Quality: But ſuch ſort of people don't 
ule to trouble their heads about folks Quality, nor Sex 


neither, and that ſhe had like to have found to her colt, 
dne or two of them having oſter d the butt end k 


their Pieces at her, and perhaps had done her a mil. 


chief, but that the Magiſtrate who was at the head of 


them prevented it; bur at the ſame time the Com. 


miſſary (for there is not much difference be:ween one 
of thoſe Magiſtrates, and one ot their Men, as to their 


Civility) told her, that it ſhe had been hurt ſhe had 
no more than ſhe deſery'd, that ſhe ſhould know hee 


{elf a little better than to threaten thoſe that come to 
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might make her complaint where ſhe ought. This wa 
was forc d to bear it, and alſo ſomething more, which 
I had inſtructed one of the Officers to ſay to her, if ſhe 
appear d, that made her preſently know it was I had 


began to contrive which way to defeat me again, (for 


this was what they built upon, and ſo making it a point 
| Jaylor's Book of the Priſoners names, but they were 


Rood there was more in it than they had heard of; 
and as great as they were, they durſt not meddle with 


way Robbery in the caſe; they did what they could 


A Membirs of the 
execute the Law; and if ſhe had any thing to ſay ſts 


a great mortification to a Woman of her ſpirit, butſhe 


brought this about, and thereupon ſhe and her Husband 
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they were both as excellent at tricking as Lawyer) 


thinking it was all on the old buſineſs. Tis true, as to 


the Crime, a Man could not be tried twice for the ſame 
fact, nor would further Evidence fignifyjany thing, and 


of Honour, away they went in theit Coach to ſearch the 


ſent back again with a vengeance, when they undet- 


it, nor Io much as appear, when they heard of a High- 


indeed by their Friends, and under-hand, but all was 
to no purpoſe, nor much to their Credir neither, for 


All would not do to ſave a Rogue, whoſe Crime was 


as plain as the Sun at noon day; but he was con. 
demn'd to be broken upon the Wheel, and all they 
could do for him was, that inſtead of being broken 
alive, as he deſerv'd, (for he had been an Aſſaſſinate 


too) he had the favour to be ſtrangled firſt, 


This however did not hinder me from endeavouting 


to make up the matter with the Man that had beci 
bound for me, and had ſuffer'd ſo deeply for it. He 


bad proteſted, as before, againſt me, for the Charges, 
1 4 and Intereſts, and it was but juſt indeed that 
I ſhould give him ſomething, and that confiderable 


too: Indeed, tho I was not the cauſe of his Creditors 
_ Eominig upon him, yet I was of the confuſion: of his 
affairs, which brought them upon hitp, and in conf: 

detation of this1 offer d him 2800 Franks, and aftet 


'that 
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that 1000 Crowns, but he flew out at me 1 if That 
done him ſotne great injury, telling me fix times as 
much would not make him ſatisfaction; that on my 
account his Goods had been ſold for half the value, 
and that I was oblig d to bear the loſs, which was at 
leaſt 4000 Crowns; that beſides, I had been the occa- 
ſon of his ſhutting up his Shop, where he got his live- 
lihood, and I ought to give him a confideration' for 
that; that it would require a great deal of time be- 
fore he could ſet up again, and get into Credit as he 
was before, and theſe he call'd his Damages and Inte- 
reſts ; and he hop'd I would not ſee his Wife and Chil- ' 
dren turn'd into the ſtreet a begging, for his good will 
in doing me a kindneſs. But indeed he would have 
ſent me a begging if I ſhould have done as he deſir d; 
ſo J was forc'd to go to Law with him, his demands 
being ſo extra „which ended ſo much to my ad- 


vantage, that inſtead of 10060 Crowns, which I had of- 


ferd him, I was awarded to pay him juſt balf the 
ſumm; dut becauſe I would be generous, he havi 
really ſuffer d on my account, I gave him the thouſ 
Crowns I had tender d him before. | 
And thus ended this affair, which I ſhould ſtill call 
unfortunate, had it not very much conduc'd to ſhow 
me the vanity of this World; and indeed, conſidering 
that nothing is to be met with here but Affliction, Crof: 
ſes and Diſcontent, I began to reſolve to do what I had 
a long time intended: And ſo at laſt I am retir'd into 
a Religious Houſe, where, burthen'd with years, and 
lepreſi with the Infirmities that inſeparably attend Old 
Age, I am waiting with patience the good hour, when 


| it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God to take me to himſelf. * 
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| Moana? Account of Poy fons in lerer : 


ſays. 
De Inperio Solis ac Lunæ in — Humana, 
"Monks inde Oriundis. Both by Richard Mead, M.D 


F. R. S. and Doctor to St Thomar's Hoſpitat. 
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ZE New and Acc 
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Original Letters of King William Ul. when Print 


>. Orange, to King Charles II. Lord Arlington, a 


Sir William Temple, c. Publiſhed from his on 


Hand Writing. 


- Hiſtory of Holland, from i its firſt Foundation to tl 


Death of King William III. As alſo a particular L 
ſcription of the United Provinces, giving an Acco 
of its Cities, Commodities, Rarities, Method of Tr 


2 by Scoots, with their Rates. Together mi 
an exact Map of the United Provinces. By Hern 
Mal. Uſeful for all Gentlemen that Travel th 
Country; in 2 Volumes. 
Abridgment of the Laws in Force and Uſe in h 
Majeſty 8 Plantations, viz, of Vir ina, Jamaica, Dl 
3 Mary. Land, New England, New ork, Cari 


5 na; : Digeſted under proper Heads, in the Method 


3 9 and IV, W s Abridgment. 


